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poses for a photo with Muslim rebel leader Fikret Abdic on
Wednesday before their meeting in Velika Kladusa. Abdic
yesterday accepted a ceasefire which General Rose proposed

to the rival factions in the Bihac enclave.

Nepal frees 500 prisoners: repas

Communist rulers yesterday released more than 500
prisoners in an amnesty to mark King Birendra's 50th
birthday, officials said, Réuter reports from Kathmandu.

Bhoj Raj Pokharel. the most senior official in the Home
Department, told Reuters all 538 prisoners released under
the customary annual amnesty, had completed more than half
of their jail terms.

Italian politician dies: varceuo stefanins

treasurer of the furrm:r Communist Party, died Thursday after |

suffering a brain haemorrhage. He was 58, AP reports from
Rome.

' Stefanini, who had been in a coma since Saturday in a
Rome hospital, was under investigation in corruption probes
linked to his party, now called the Ejemm:ratic Party of the
Left, mr PDS.

China sentences 3 officers: Acourtin

northern China has jailled a former city police chief for five
years and sentenced another officer to death for beating to

death a schoolieacher falsely accused of making crank phone

calls, the Legal Dally said yesterday, Reuter reports from
Beijing.

The Zhangzhi Intermediate Fenples Court on Tuesday
sentenced He Shikuan, a former chief of police in northern
Shanxi province, to five years on charges of malpractice for
personal gain, the newspaper said. The Deputy Director of the
Police General Office, Yu Liehai, was sentenced to death for
extorting a confession’ and illegally detaining a citizen while

anuther officer was jaihd for life for extorting a confession, it

| Turkxsh news HQ attacked:

~ Three gunmen attacked the Is anbul headquartﬁrs of a major
Turkish newspaper and television channel or Wednesday,
Turkish television said, Reuter reports from Ankara.

No one was hurt. The gunmen, in a stolen taxi, fired shots
at*the building in the Istanbul suburb oOf Bagcilar, breaking

windows, television said.
Road misha]i)a kill 13 Filipinos:
and southern Philippincs left 13

Accidents in the centra
people dead and 30 injured, including 10 hitchhikers %illed
when a truck lost its brakes and plunged into a ravine, police
and survivors said on Thursday, AFP reports from Manila.

A survivor said the hitchhikers were aboard a flatbed truck
used to haul sugarcané wheén it hartled down a mountain road
in southern Makilala town,
Wednesday night.

. ® . '
France e?els Tunisian imam:
France -has ex a Tunisian imam who worked at a
Marseille mosque, an official source said on Wednesday, AFP
reports from Marseille.

41-year-old Imam Maheri El Hari was deported back to
Tunisia in mid-December because of his extrgme
fundamentalist preachings, the source said. He had been
under survtﬂ]mcc by secret police.

Gunmen kill 3 in Phili ngeﬂ'
Three persons were killed and five woun en armed
men fired into a crowd during a post-Christmas party outside
a northern city. palice said yesterday, AFP reports from Laoag.

Police said the attackers flel under cover of darkness after
spraying automatic rifle fire on the revellers before dawn on
Wednesday in Pinili town, Hlocos Norte province.

Armenia suspends major party:

Armenian President Levon Ter-Petresian went on national
television on Wednesday night to anngunce he was
suspending the activities of an influential traditionalist party,
AP reports from Yerevan.

Ter-Petrosian accused the leadership of Dashnak Tsutyun
of involvement™in a series of political murders, including the
assassination of ex-Yerevan Mayor Ambartsum Galstyan earlier
this month. He also charged th-.- party with active involvement

in drug trafficking.

7 rebels shot dead in E t: Poiice

killed six suspected Muslim extremists in a gun battle on

Wednesday in southern Egypt. security officials said, AP
reports from Cajro,

A pruck driver who happened (o be passing died in the
re. they said. Meanwhile. as seventh suspected radical
was shot and killed by police in a separate incident.

. L
claims 33 in Peru: «. growing
rat population and poor garbage collection have caused the
bubonic plague to spread through Peru, where some 33
people have died of the disease this year, the Health Ministry
said on Wednesday, AFP réports from Lima.

More than 1.000 cases of the plague were reported in
1994, according to officials, who said redent control was
hindered in agricultural areas where there was inadequate
storage for agricultural ]Cil'ﬂduttz-'.

1 executed for selling

China has executed a man for urllmg ins of the mdmﬁrred
glant panda. sentenced an associate to life in prison and jailed
a third man for three years. the Xinhua Daily Telegraph said
on Thursday, Reuter reparts from Beijing

in May 1987 Wang Wenyu sold one giant panda skin in
Sichuap province in the southwest, where most of China's
1.000 survitving glant pandas live. Later that year he caught
and killed a second panda to sell its skin, the newspaper said

Israeli award for US actress:

Actress-comedian Whoopi Goldberg will receive a
humanitartan award in January for her Comic Reliel
specials, which have raised 25 milllon dollars for the
nomeless AP reports lrom Los Angeles

The award is from the Friends of ,the Sheba Medical
Centre Goldberg will he honoured Jan 22 at a Beverly Hills

awards dinager

ancy Klssmger released: ...,

Kissinger the wile of former Secretaryv ol State Henry
Kissinger. has gone honmw !"r-'u'. the hospital after 17 days
treatmerd for an intestinal ailment, AP reporls from New
York

The 60-yvear old Mrs Kissanger was released from New
York Hospital on Tursday. The hospital gave no detaids about

her atlroert. But she has a history of ulcers

400 HIV cases in Indian forces:

Nearly 400 confirmed HIV positive cases have beern delecied
smmong the personnel of the armed forces according Lo Major
Generai C S Dhavan Deputy Director Medical Services

Soulhern Command PTI reports from Pune

north Cotabato province on

— AFP photo
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Tiwari to quit as Uttar |

International

Another blow for party

| Pradesh Congress chief

NEW DELHI, Dec 29: India's
ruling Congress (I) Party in
turmoil over a bitter leader-
ship tussle. received another
jolt on Wednesday when a se-
nior leader said he was quit-
ting his political post, reports
AFP. - ,
Narain Dutt Tiwari, who he-
ads the party in Uttar Pradesh,
said he decided to quit beca-
use he had failed to convince
the Congress (o withdraw
legislative backing from the
northern state's opposition-led
coalition government.

Tiwari said he would resign
on Sunday.

- Tiwari "backs a _conterie
within the party which wants
slain former Premier Rajiv
Gandhi's widow to take over
the “Congress presidency,
presently held by Prime

Minister PV Narasimha Rao.

"l am not issuing a threat or.

giving any ultimatum, but I will
withdraw myself as Uttar
Pradesh Congress President,”
Tiwari said after he met with
Rao here late Wednesday.

Former Human Resource
Development Minister Arjun
Singh quit the cabinet on
Saturday and lashed out at the
prime minister. Arjun Singh,
Rao's . main' civil in the
Congress. has an avowed sup-
porter in Tiwari.

The two Congress leaders,
who have reportedly mel with
Rajiv Gandhi's widow, Sonia.
several times, said the charis-
matic widow should take over
the helm of the 109-year-old
party te give it a new image.

Sonia Gandhi. 47, who has
previously turned down re-

quesis to enter politics, has
not commented on the re-

ports.

The Nehru-Gandhi Dynasty
governed India for four deca-
des. beginning with’ Jawaharlal
Nehru. the country's “first
premier, his daughter, Indira

- Gandhi, and her son, Rajiv.

Reuter adds: Indian chief
Election Commissioner T N
Seshan said in a newspaper in-
terview published today he
would block state elections
that are not properly organised

- regardless of constitutional

scheduled for February unless
the voters had identity cards.
"A constitutional crisis is
not my problem. My problem
is to hold free and fair elec-

tions which are’ not possible |

without the cards.” The ASian

Age quote him as saying.

The governments of Bihar
and Orissa, two of the five
states most likely holding elec-
tions in February, have been
slow in responding to the in-
dependent election commnlis-
sion's demand to ready the
identity cards before the polls.

Seshan has been using his
independent office to combat
violence, fraud and ballot;rig-
ging that have marred many
Indian elections, and had has
insisted on identity cards bear-
ing photographs of veters to
ensure honest ballots.

The rural areas in Bihar are
notorious for election violenee.
Orissa, on the east coast, is
one of. India's poorest states.
Both states @are ruled by the
centrist Janata Dal.

Indian consulate -

in Karachi
halts 1ssuing

visas

ISLAMABAD, Dec 29: The
Indian consulate in Karachi has
stooped issuing visas to
Pakistani nationals as New
Delhi has been asked by
Islamabad to close down the
mission, an official of the
Indian High Commission said
here on Wednesday, reports
PTI. :
A decision to halt issuing
visas was taken immediately
after Pakistan Foreign
Secretary, Najmuddin Shaikh
conveyed to.the Indian High
Commissioner S K Lambah on
Monday of \the move to shut
down the Karachi consulate.

The high commission offi-
cial told PTI, "We do not want
to feel unwanted and the wind-
ing up process has started.”

Malaysian DPM

denies rumours

KUALA LUMPUR. Dec 29:

Malaysian Deputy Prime
Minister Anwar Ibrahim, at-
tempting to dispel talk of frig-
tion between him and Prime
Minister Mahathir Mchamad.
said he was .very much a
"Mahathir man”, press reports
said on Thursday, reports
Reuter.

Anwar, who is also Finance
Minister, alse quashed ru-
mours that his supporters
were pushing him to challenge
the prime minister.

"l came in as deputy prime
minister based on the en-
dorsement .of Mahathir
Mohamad and the party and
also because of the relationship
I have with him,” The Stn
newspaper quoted him as say-
ing after launching a housing

project for the poor on
Wednesday.
"I have supported his onli-

cies and have been consis-
tently so from the beginnin,,
he said’

Aftershocks
rattle N Japan

TOKYO, Dec 29: Strong
aftershocks rattled nprthern
Japan on Thursday, hours after
a 7.5 preliminary magnitude
earthquake struck, killing two
and injuring 274, reports AP.

The undersea quake, which

“hit at 9:19 pm (1219 GMT)

‘
!
=

Wednesday, was centred in the
Pacific Ocear about 625 km
(390 miles)] northeast of
Tokyo.

It ripped roads, wrecked
dozens of homes and buildings
and forced thousands of coastal
residents to flee during a
short-lived tsunami alert. In
the capital. the quake was felt
as a long, low rumble that
made some bulldings sway.

Most of the injured were
cut by broken glass or hit by
lalling objects. Police said most
of those hurt — at least 179 —
were in Hachinohe, a coastal
city in northern Aemori pre-
fecture,

| Four years after Thatcher, another lady 1 rocks Tor:y Party

LIJHDUH Dec 29: Four yea
rs after Margaret Thalchﬂ'!
downlall. another feisty. right-
wing, t0-something woman Iis
rocking the governing
Conservative Party, reports AP

Teresa Gorman's roufle is
rebellion. She's one of ejght
legislators shunned by the
party for delying Prime
Minister John Major in a vote
over the European Union —
the issue splitting the once
monolithic party

The revolt left Major's gov
ernment reeling and made
Gorman something of a folk
hero

It s like what | imagine
happens Lo Liz Taylor or Joan
Collins.” she chuckled, riffling
through fan mail during an in
terview im her oflice near the
House of Cornmons. "Peopile
espond as il they feel they

J

Paklstan ane Mlmater Benazir Bhutto (L) meets w1th Ieaders nf Mﬂhﬂ]lr Quami anem&nt ;

(MQM) for peace talks on Wednesday in Karachi. Benazir visited the troubled city of Karachi

_to discuss peace with the dtﬁ'Erent political parties of Sindh province.

— AFP photo

Troops repulse LTTE

attack, kill 11

COLOMBO. Dec 29: Sri
Lankan troops repulsed a
Tamil/ attack on an army camp

in the east of the island today,
-killing at least 11 guerillas, a
military spokesman said. re- .

ports AFP.

Heavily-armed Liberation
Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE)
guerillas attacked the camp in
Batticaloa district on the coast
shortly after day break.

MifMtazy  spokesman
Brigadier Nihal Jayakody told

AFP "first reports suggest that

they suffered heavy casualties.
Seven of our men were
wounded. We have recovered
11 LTTE bodies and 13
(automatic) weapons used by
them."

The fighting come just five
days after rebels blew up a bus
carrying troops in the same

district, killing seven soldiers
m — .

~“and wounding another 23.

The latest attack has virtu-
ally dashed government hopes

‘for a hew, year ceasefire in the /

embattled nertheast as a first

sfep towards continuing peace
negotiations with the LTTE. '

President Chandrika Kuma-

ratunga’'s People's Alliance

government said it was still
awaiting a response from the
LTTE to its offer for a
‘reciprocal cessation of hos-
tilities."

Kumaratunga initiated talks
with the LTTE shortly after
winning August parliamentary
elections.

But these were suspended

lollowing the assassination of -

epposition leader Gamini

Dissanayake on October 24. His

family blamed the LTTE for
the killing, a charge denied by
the rebels. .

|

India, Pakistan to
exchange lists of
N-facilities

NEW DELHI. Dec 29: India
and Pakistan will exchange the
lists of their nuclear installa-
tions and facilities early next
year under an agreement they
signed in 1988, press reports
said here today. reports

. Xinhua.

The recent closure of the
Indian consulafe general in
Karachi by the Pakistan gov-
ernment and the expulsion. of
each other's diplomats would
have no impact on th-c annual
exchange.

Pakistan Foreign Secretary

Najmuddin Sheikh said that,
whenever submitted, the list
from Islamabad would be the
same as last year's since there
has been no increase in the
nuclear installations in
Pakistan.
said anything about the &x -
change data.

A rescue worker watches the collapsed sécond floor section of a Pachinko pinball

.............

o R,

parlour in

Hachinohe city, northeast of Honshu island after a major earthquake measuring 7.5 on the
Richter hit northern Japan on Wednudaj{ Two people were killed and 274 were injured in

the pinball parlour.

know you, almost with a kind
of affection.”

Rebels in the Conservative
Party threatened Major's hold
on power lasi month when
they refused (o support his
plan to boost Britain's contri-
bution to the European
Community budget.

But after Major threatened
to call new national elections
that could  sweep them from
power. only seven Conse
rvatives voted against Major
and the proposal passed. The
rebels were punished by being
banned Irom government
oifice or taking part in
leadership detisions

Rather than f[eeling chas
tened. Gorman and her fellow
rebels are basking in the atten-
ton. A week after the Europe
vole, they helped kill a
planned increase in fuel taxes.

A year ago, when Major
grumbled abeout “"bastards’
within the party, Gorman took
Lhe insuit as the title for her
political memoir .

She always was a bit differ-
ent — a south London
labourer's daughter who built a
business with her husband.
and didn't go into politics. un-
til 1987, when she was 56,

Ske told part officials she
was 46 Md got the nominatjon
for Billericay, a Conservative
stronghold rasl of Londoen.

By the time the newspapers
foind out her age, Gorman was
in Parliament wearing sharp
suits and chunky jewellery,
and talking about her
menopause and the effective-
ness ol hormone replacement
therapy She hinted that the
prime minister was on hor
mones, and the first blaze of

— AFP photo

national attention fellowed,

s Hargarﬂ on it? got the
headlines,” she recalled.. "l
didn't hnﬂw but 1 didn't t"\‘.
actly deny it

M!l‘m:ﬂh she began her ca*
reer as a teacher — "a re-
spectable job for a working-
in those days” — she

class girl
wap. she says, a born en-
trepreneur

The catalyst was a two-year
spell in New York with her
engineer husband,. Jim, in the
mid 60s. They eame back and
built a business exporting
science-leaching materials,
then sold out. The Gormans
now own Lhree homes, includ-
ing an elegant London house,

"Everywhere in America we
found this wonderful positive
altitude to profit, to getting on
a in the world. enjoying life,
making the mosé of yourself.™

India so far has not .

Off the Record

Tangled love life
of a 33-yr-old

GLENDALE, Arizona: Vernon Pierce
Keep track of the stories he told his four wives and the other

women he was dating. But even that wasn't enough, rcpurts
AP.

The tangled love life of the 33-year-old ex-model

a notebook -to

lﬂ

unravel last summer when one of the four women to whom he
WAS fnimultantuuaiy married sent police to Pierce’'s home to

check up on him.
his door.

The police found another wife knﬂ-eking on

"Obviously, there was a lot uﬂylng going on. 1 did the best
| could, but | still made mistakes." Pierce said on Tuesday be-

fore su rrendering to

police in this Phoenix suburb. He was

free on 1500 dollars bail on Wednesday on bigamy charges.
Police found records of at least four marrla.g:s one in

1989 and three this year.

Pierce said he was dating other women, keeping track of
some of them on a 3-by-5-inch (7.5-by-13-cm) card labelled
"Who to Marry." He also carried a little black book in his wal-

let to keep his stories straight.

Plerce said he told his wives that his job required him to

‘travel. The truth, he.said. was altogether different:

have a job. I didn't have time."

"1 didn't

While some men might envy his escapades, Pierce said it

wasn't always fan.

"People ua}f guys fantasise about something like l.hls and |
guess | did.” he said. "But you don't have your own life."

All because of her weight ...

IRVING, Texas :

A 300-pound (135-kilogram) woman is

actused of fatally shooting her husband as he slept Tuesday

after he allegedly threatened to leave her or put her in a

nursing home because of her weight, police said, reports AP
Sumner Nash, 60, was shot twice in the head, Capt Travis

Hall said.

His wife, Gwendalen Nash, called lhf:

police emergency

number about 2:30 am to report the shoeting and threatened

to kill herself, police

Sgt Richard Dix said.

"She is apparently an invalid due to overweight. He was ei-
ther discussing leaving her or putting her in a nursing home

shot him twice,” Hall said.

~ While he was asleep, she took a gun and put it to his head and

Mrs Nash, 58, was in bed with her husband when he was

shot and was unable to get out of the bed afterward, Hall said.
She had not.been formally charged late Tuesday morming.
The couple had been married about 30 years.

Chocolate museum

COLOGNE, Germany: The festive season sees hundreds of
children flocking to a chocolate fountain here. in probably the
world's only museum devoted to showing where chocolate
comes from and how the tasty treat is made, reports AFP.

The fountain, where the children dip biscuits to cover
them with glistening chocolate, is shaped like a pod. the fruit

of the cocoa tree containing the precious beans.

it holds

pride of place at the prow of a futuristic building standing like
a ship at anchor at the far end of Cologne's riverside docks.
The Imhoff- Stullwerck Museum aﬂ'urda a magnincrrur view

vl e spires

of the¢ Rhinc
cathedral.
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Chmese CP to overhaul
8 lakh rural branches

BEIJING., Dec 29: China's
Communist Party announced
today a major overhaul of some
800,000 village cells in a bid
to stem rural disorder by
stamping out "lax and paral-
ysed” branches, Xinhua news
agency reported, says AFP. ¢

The agency quoted a seniar
party organisation department
official as saying that some
eight per cent of its village
branches did not function
properly. creating "economic
stagnation .and chaotic security
in their areas.” ~

These "lax and paralysed
party organisations... have to
leadership cores of their own."
the official was quoted as say-
ing.

The overhaul is aimed at
"bringing the role of the com-
munist party into full Flay in
the drive for prosperify and

. area.”

against soctal disorder in rural
the agency said. adding
that officials would be given
political training as well as
practical lessons on leading
their villages.

The plan is in line with the
resolution of September s
parly plenum,

¢ MmMove comes amid
growing [ears of instability i
the face of strengthening i«
gionalism. mounting economic
problems and 90-year-old
paramounl leader Deng Xiao
Ping's failing health.

"Our country is currently
undergoing | extensive and pro
found social .changes and this
requires our party to do better
in upholding and improving
democratic centralism. ' the
plenum communique said re
ferring to the party's system of
autharitarian rule.

Rabbani won't resign

before end of the yr

KABUL, Dec 29: Despite the
imminent expiry of his official
term of office Afghan President
Burhanuddin Rabbani will not
necessarily resign before the
end of the year, a senior offi-
cial spokesman indicated to-

day, reports AFP. .
"The last day of President

. Rabbani in office will be the

day he transfers power.” com-
mented presidential press
spokesman Abdul Aziz Morad
cryptically.

Rabbani was given a two-
year mandate in the December
1992 Shoora Ahli hal-va-aqd
election, but Morad reiterated
that there "can be no unilateral
ttansfer of power.”

Rabbani has repeatedly said
he is willing to step down. but
the warring factions have been
unable to establish harmonious
dialogue to discuss a transfer

mmln: aren't envious
and they're not cynical the way
the British are... America gave
me Lthe courage of my natural
convictions. "It told me to go
for it.”

In New York: she taught bi-
ology at the Convent of the
Sacred Heart and had Caroline

. Kemnedy in her class. The re-

cently widowed Jacqueline
Kennedy would sometimes join
the class on nature expeditions
in Central Park.

Once Mrs. invited

Kennedy
- Gorman to the family's apart-

ment to collect a mouse
Caroline had brought home
fromn biology class. Another
time
party.

"Americans are much more
egalitarian than the British,"
Gorman said.

she went there for a

of power.

Morad said a five-man dele
gation representing Rabbani 1s
ready for talks with a similar
body from the opposition coali
tion.

But. with the Afghan
propensity for slowness in po
litical discussions. this process
— assuming it is agreed upon
by the rival factions — could
drag on for months, unless the
United Nations can break the
deadlock.
 UN special representative
Mahmud Mestiri is expected
in Kabul soon if "he feels sure
the ceaselire is holding.’
Morad said.

A spokesman for Mestir
said in Islamabad that ar
rangemenis were being
worked out for the UN special
m?m‘s np to the Alghan capi-

In the House of Cammons.
she preaches survival-of-the

fittest économics in a style
that makes the old’ money
wince.

Her fellow Conservatives in
clude scions of ancient polin-
cal families, hankers and
lawyers, and newly prosperous
members of the middie class
"Many of them have never hit
real life at all.” she sald.

She warms to her theme
with the ol an outsider
Britain's nours system of
knights and peerages. the
built-in advantages of social

class.
People with talent ad
vance, she ' because ol

connections of schoal and reg
iment, or because they are the
minor son of some clapped-out
aristocral.”




