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A Treat for the Season

by Samia Islam ; g

Peppy and her mother preparing pitha.

'Pithas’ are such an integral part of our
culture that they have come to symbolise the
advent of winter itself. But their preparation is
so complex that it's fair to refer to the process
as an art form. However, these days very few
people want to go through the laborious
process to enjoy a hearty special breakfast. An
easy answer would ‘be a situation where one

could buy them

across street vendors these days who sell

pithas to meet the growing demands but what.

about people who prefer some sa,nltatiun and
. safety measures 1o ensurc that they are
not devouring pithas teeming with germs of
every kind. For the last three years there is

somevne in the city quitely workin. fowards

this end.

She supplies pithas prepared under a
strictly healthy environment to a small but

growing circle of people.

- She might have had a name of her own once

but in keeping with the norms of our society
now she is simply Poppy's mother. Opera-

ting from a small two-bedroom flat,

the

mothér of six children has a sunny dispo-
sition hard to come across in people these
da}rs The oldest of ten children, she has

always been

inclined towards the creative

' household activities. According to her. she
finds it hard to sit iMeand loves to cook and

,5¢w. She worries about kids who are growing

‘up in the city and hopes that she might at

least help to develop a taste for pithas in some

of them.

Usually, a day's notice is all she needs
to supply any given quantity. Her largest ever
delivery was 250 pieces of patisapta. Wha-
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At least 20 new movies every month!! Guaranteed !!!
Limited number of DECODERS available with your local STAR- TV distributor :
A4 L8Ny COMMUNICATION & SATELLITE SYSTEMS

Head Office: Road-4, House-27, Dhanmondi, Dhaka- 1205.
Phone: 503891, 866497, 503960 Fax : 880-2-816361

and forget about other
complexities. To serve that purpose one comes

Watch a unique 24-hour Satellite movie
channel- guaranteed International

- Blockbusters to Hollywood Classics,
carmnqrrmf frcc enterfmmurfur viewers of all ages and tastes!

{ever the amount she never dreams uf letting
anyone else make them, for her she ‘does it all
with the occasional - help from her two
daughiters. Even if she has to wake up at three
in the morning she never tires of this favou-
rite chore of hers. It takes about two hours
to prepare 50 patisaptas but making bhapa
pithas ard more time- consuming. She
never uses the powdered rice that one gets

in the shops simply because they are

not prepared the right way and alifect the
taste and also  the appearance of the
pitha. Currently she emplpyes two women
who grind the rice under her supervision
and pays them a wage of Tk 6 per kg. Gene-
rally she needs 7 kgs of ground rice per day.
In all she makes 7 or 8 kinds of pithas but
ortly the ones that are prepared from rice.
It's basically a seasonal occupation but some
types of pithas can be made all through the
year.

She learnt to cook when she was studying
in class two from her grandmother and has
loved it ever since, She laughingly adds that
her daughters do not have similar inclinations.
However. her two daughters and eldest son
help her in the way they can — the daughters
in preparing and the son in taking the orders
and supplving them.

In future, she hopes to set up a shup so that
she can expand the number of her customers.
She has always had a dream of opening a
s¢hool where girls could learn the art from
her. The dream still lives. At the time of her
father's death, she was heart-broken. But her
father gave her hope in saying that her two
hands would get her through tough times and
she muses now that her father's words have
come true. 4
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Saudia Arabia

Bangladesh government.is

totally aware of the problems .

being faced by Bangladeshis
working in Saudi Arabia, offi-
cidl sources said in Dhaka yes-
1crda}* reports BSS.

Clarifying the news item
published in different newspa-

pers regarding the sending

back of Bangladeshis working
in Saudi Arabia, the sources
said'Saudi Arabia is the country
where biggest number of
Bangladeshis are presently
working.

It said about five lakh per-

sons from Bangladesh are -

working in Saudi Arabia. Out of
them, -some of the Bangla-
have been working
there illegally after rea
the country using Omrah visa,
the sources said adding: Simi-
larly some other Bangladeshis
have turned illegal after taking
job changing their nrig‘lnal
SpONSsors.

After the Gulf War, the
sources pointed put that the
general problems facing the
foreigners along with Bangla-
deshis have become acute and
wider. It said Bangladesh
embassy is active so that the
Bangladeshis working in Saudi
Arabia do not face any trouble
separately.

The sources mentioned the
visit of Bangladesh commerce
and information minister to
Saudi Arabia during the cur-
rent month when he discussed
the matter at high level.

Douglas Hurd's
4 _

The British Secretary of
State for Foreign and Com-
monwealth Affairs, Douglas H'
rd, MP, arrives here Tuesday
on a three-day visit to Bang-

ladesh, reports BSS.

According to his itinerary
released to the press by the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs as
well as the British High Com-
mission, Hurd will call on the
Primie Minister and also have
formal talks with the foreign
minister and the finance
minister.

Hurd will visit a British aid

programme funded project at |

Parbatipur.

According to the British
High Commission Hurd and
the finance minister, M Saifur
Rahman, following their talks
Tuesday afternoon, would sign
two agreements on behalf of
their. gnv:mmts

sion (ERD) sources said that
under the two agreements Bri-
tain would provide to Bang-
ladesh, under its Overseas
Development Assistance (ODA)
programme, 18 million pounds
as inpvestment and technical

assistance for the bridge de-
velopment and maintenance
project phase-two and 15 mil-
lion pounds as investment ‘and
technical assistance for the gas
infrastructure development
project:

Hurd would officially open
an English language teaching
centre of the British Council at
Dhanmondi.

He will meet the press
Wednesday afternoon.

Hurd is scheduled to leave
Dhaka Thursday morning,

New directors
at Uttara Bank

New directors at the Uttara
Bank Limited were elected at
its 10th and 11th general
meeti held at the Sheraton

| hotel yesterday, says a press

release .

A M Anisuzzaman, Prof
Syeda Feroza gum, Zeaul
Huq. M A Samad. Md. Maqgs-
udun Nabi. Mothur Rahman and
Md. Abdul Qaiyum ran for the

Manzurul Islam. Golam Rah-
man, M Abdur Razzaque and
Md. Lutfur Rahman were elec-
led,

Annual reports of 1992 and
1993 of the bank were a
approved by the shareholde

ching

{ in the body

The Bulhul Lalitkala Academy hrnught out a prucessmn in .

the city yesterday in observance of the 80th barth anniversary

of Shllpachana Zainul Abedin.

— Star photo

One killed, four hurt
in city incidents

By DMCH Correspondent

Police recovered a body in
the city yesterday. Four per-
sons were also injured in sepa-
rate incidents.

Police recovered Lhe body
of an unknown male aged about
20 near a pond in the old air-
port area at about 3 pm yes-
terday.

Several wounds were fﬂlli'-lﬂ
which was later
sent to the Dhaka Medical
Hospital [DMEH] morgue for
autopsy.

. Police suspeﬂ he was killed
Wédnesday night.

An unnatural death {UD)
case was filed with Canton-
ment police station.

Mohammad Alauddin, 30,
was jnjured when two groups
of muscle men clashed at
Tajtury Bazar over the occupa-
tion of-a slum at about 12:30
pm Thursday.

The victim who lives in the
slum received bullet injuries

and was admitted to the
DMCH. : L

In another incidént; one
Mohammad Abul Kalam was in-
jured while making bombs at
Rasulpur, Kamrangirchar in
the city yesterday imorning.
Kalam, 18, was admitted to the
DMCH.

Two 'persons were infured
when a group of muggers
threw bombs at them at 6:30
pm yesterday.

The victims, Ali Azam, 30,
and Mohammad Abdus Salam.
26, received bomb injuries.
They were admittéd to the
DMCH.

The victims alleged that
they were waylaid by a group of
muggers at Maniknagar and
the muggers demanded money
from them. When they refused,
the miscreants threw bombs
and snatched Taka 5500 from
Ali Azam and fled immediately.
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‘Wm kers' Party leader R.nnhed Khan Menun addressing a
press conference at the party office in the city yesterday.

today, says a press release.
Vice Chancellor of the
Dhaka University Prof Emaj-
uddin Ahmed will be present
as chief guest.
All ex-students of the de-
partmernt have been requested

to attend.

Fine Arts, reports BSS.

Dr Sanjida Khatun will inau-
gurate the competition.

(Children between 3 and 14

years will participate in the
competition.
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A M Anisuzzaman. chairman of the Uttara Bank Ltd. prepiding over the 10th annual general

''''''''

meeting of the bank at a local hotel in the city yesterday. | Detalled story on Page 8.

maintained, good, condition. Hitaehi vacuum cleaner, electric
Mm{ﬂ]‘l Time 3-10 PM iron, All items hardly used.
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~ MEENA BAZAAR!
SIT. JOSEPH'S OLD BOYS ASSOCIATION
INVITES ALL ALUMNI AND

THEIR FAMILY & FRIENDS
to the

DATE: 30.12.94
TIME 10:00am to 4:00pm
VENUE: ST. JOSEPH'S SCHOOL GROUND,

Mohammadpur D-1309

HOUSE WANTED

A EUROPEAN COUNTRY EMBASSY WISHES TO RENT A
VILLA WITH GARDEN IN GUISHAN OR BARIDHARA,
TotaL CAPACITY 21 ROOMS,

" INTERESTED PROPRIETORS ARF INVITED TO SUBMIT
THEIR OFFERS UP TO 2ND JANUARY 1995 1O TH¢E
FOLLOWING ADDRESS:

8 PArRk ROAD, BAfDHARA, DHAKA
TeL : 882751-5, FA}{ 883653

TEACHERS REQUIRED

Female candidates should fulfil anyone of
the following criterias :

an educat qualification of Hons. /Masters
tcmmric jon m in Written and Spoken
b) Cmt(%mn » Gr}ﬂﬂi.nﬂnn in English

c) Studied and/or iaugh‘l abroad.

d) Having at least 3 years leaching experience in o
reputed English Medium School.

v Candidates should have sufficient knowledge in chiic
psychology.

Dynamic, dedicated and hard-working applicants will

need to it an application and a compreheansive

CV (Inc telephone number) together with a recen!

photograph by January 05, 1995 at the latest. - Principal

within the Bank; {rr}m\rdymu implemenmtion of the

I *HFH-:

World Bank Resident Mission
- GPO Bex 97, Dhaks
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