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Grozny
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BNP nominees

for by-elections

The Bangladesh Nationalist
Party. {BNP)' has nominated
three candidates for parlia-
mentary by-elections Lo be
held on January
25. They are Principal Abdur
Rashid Khan — Bakerganj 6,
Mohammad $hahjahan Hyder
Swjan - Brahmanbaria 6 and
Prof Kazi Golam Morshed —
Natore 3, according to a party
announcement last night, re-

ports BSS.
Train derails

RAJBARI. Dec 29: Four
compartments of a Goalanda
bound inter-city passenger
train were derailed near the
Rajbari ratlway station today.
No casuallies were reported
The train — Jamuna — went off
the tracks at about 12:30 pm.
due to' high speed, railway
sources said. Relief train is re
poftedly on its way to the spot
from Ishurdi. Meanwhile, rail
service between Rajbart and
Goalanda remains suspended
reports UNB

Dwni.tyi:n

From Staff Correspondent

. BARISAL, Der 28: A group
of 15 armed men committed a
robbery in the house of one
Mannan Fararli ol Darichar
Ekarbunia village ander sadar
.thana of Peroipur district last
night.

The dacoits entered the
house by breaking the doors
and beat up the inmates They
Isoted gold ermaments, other
valuables and abeut fifty thou-
sand taka at gunpeint

Four persons of the house —
Jahangir. 3% Mamun, |5
Bashar. 25. and Nazmul 30,
were imfured. They were ad
mitted to the Perojpur sadar

hospital
A case was lodged with
Perojpur thana

Nepal celebrates
King's birthday
KATHMANDL (Nepali, De

29 . More than 500 prisoners
were released f{rom iail
Thursday in a goodwill gestire
on King Birendra's 50th birth
day. am occasion marked by
pomp and glitter reports AF

.‘* Ofl lamps Mickered [ron
thousands of shrines acros-
the Himalayan nation and

people rang bells daneed and
prayed for the king s long lie

in capital Ka! hmandu. peo
FIE dresacd in colourful flow
ing robes stond in long howes
oulsicde the Kings paitace w
meef the constitutiona
monarch.

On Thursday jailors et off
the prisoners. most of whom
haed served nearly two Usrds of
their jail terms
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PM tells public meet at Sreenagar

SREENAGAR (Munshiganij),
Dec 29: Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia today described
the resignation of the Oppos-
ition members from  Parlia-
ment as “regrettable” and “not
the right thing,” reports BSS.

Addressing a huge 'public
meeting at the local stadium
here Begum Zia said that de-
spite the BNP government's
highest concession by agreeing
to a proposal under which the
Prime Minister and ‘her cabi-
net would resign 30 days be-
fore the date of election at the
end ef the five-year term, the
Opposition members did not

.

accepted

refrain ~-from r:atgnlng from
Parliament and perpetrating
destructive activities.

Begum Zia said that the
same proposal required the
Opposition MPs not to resign
and to refrain from destructive
activities A like hartals and
sieges.

The Prime Minister said
that the BNP government had
the Opposition's
proposal only for the sake of

,democracy and the interest of

the country and the people.

By resigning from
Parfiament the Opposition MPs
had done harm to the country

position should
revise decision

and

failed Lo keep their

_pledges to the people, Begum

Fia said, .

The latest proposal, she
said, was finalised after negoti-
ations between the Opposition
and the governmernt.

Begum Zia said that by
avoiding the path of resolution

-the Opposition proved that

they were sopposed to the
democratic process and devel-
opment of the country.

The Prime Minister, how-
ever. said that the Opposition
MPs had by now realised that
they had not done the right

See Page 12 Col 3

Hasina asks govt to resign

3

Hold elections as pér
Opposmon formula

By Staff Currespﬂndent

AwamiiLeague chief Sheikh
Hasina yestierday demanded
immediate resignation of the

{ BNP government and  fresh

electipns as per the Opposition
formmula, announced Wedn-
esday, #»

"“The present Jativa Sangsad

. as well as the government have

lost their legitimacy following
the en masse resignation of
opposition MPs, representing
659 per cent of the voters.” she
told a hurriedly-called press
conference at the VIP Lounge
of the Jativa Press Club.

Refuting BNP's claim of
having majority in parliament
she said the party no more
enjoyed majority after the op-
position MPs resigned.

Cla %liﬂg that the negotia-

tons

p:}llti{:al crisis falicd due to
lust for power and obstinacy of
the government, the AL chief
said. "The Prime Minister
could avert the en masse res-
ignation of opposition legisla-
tors by accepting their mini-
mum demand — her resigna-
tion with the agnouncement of

{

the present

Shelkh.ﬁ-ma at the | Prm
Club yesterday. — Star photo

election schedule and holding
of the polls under an advisory
council to be formed by the
President in consultation with
the rulmg party and opposition

parties.” .
See Page 12 Col 7

People still hopeful
of a solution

By Staff Correspondent

With the Fifth Parliament
now virtually shorn of any op-
position following the resigna-
tiorts Wednestlay,
various walks of life were still
hoping against hope that the
political crisis could yet be re-
solved |

Gossip and rumours tinged
with fears and speculations re-
garding the resignation of the
opposition MPs and the con
sequences, were rife in the
capital yesterday as people
discussed the possible impact
on their lives.

They expressed their deep
disappointment at the final
split in Parliament and the end
of the dialogue between the
ruling and the opposition par-
Lies

Yet,

they remained opti-
rmistic I:rrhfwug that negotia-
tions could still be resumed
with & spirit of patriotissm and

statesmanship to save the
coundry from impending crisis

Some pointed oul that
technical delails like the fact
that the resignation letters

people in -

were not handwritten by the
opposition MPs could be a
good starting point for efforts
lo make the Opposition recon-
sider its position.

Others suggested that the
Speaker of the Sangsad could
now take some initiatives to
bring the Opposition back to
the House.

Giving his immediate reac-
tion, Dr. Kamal Hossain of the
Gano Forum said the mass
resignation was a great set
back which has frustrated the
people.

After having reached con-
sensus on the broad issues,
both the ruling party and the
Opposition should have taken a
breather to sort out the minor
details later, he observed.

Dialogue could still be re-
sumed, Dr. Kamal told The
Daily Star, but he refrained to
elaborate,

"This has really upset me,"
commented Prof. Amirul Islam
Chowdhury. Vice Chancellor of
the Jahangimagar University

See Page 12 Col 1

'Situation now
depends on
Speaker's
interpretation’
By Staff Correspondent

BNP Secretary General
Abdus Salam Talukdar has said
the pelitical situation now de-
pends greatly on Speaker
Shaikh Razzak Ali's interpreta-
tion whether the Opposition
MPs' resignations were ten-
dered properly or not.

“If he (Speaker) finds the
resignation letters faulty. then
the situation may be different.”
Talukdar told a group of
ncwsmcn at his residence last
night. !

He reiterated that the BNP'
had accepted the basic de-
mand of the Opposition and
agreed that the Prime Minister
and her cabinet would not be
in power during the next gen-
eral election.

 He declined to explain the
sum Khaleda Zia to
reconsider their (Opposition
MPs’} resignation and return
to talks for resolving the polit-
ical crisis. '

The Prime Minister, at a
public meeting yesterday at
Sreenagar under Munshiganj,
said if they (OppoSition) re-

Sce Page 12 Col 2

MPs' resignation
endangered
democracy : Kamal

By Staff Correspondent

The Gano Forum (GF) in a
statement yesterday said res-
ignation of Parliament mem-
bers of opposition parties has
seriously destabilised the
polity. endangered the demo-
cratic process and created a
climate of panic and uncer-
tainty.

The forum also said: "The
nation was (isappointed at the
resignation of MPs and re-
sented the failure of the gov-
ernment and the opposition
parties to resolve the present
political crisis through negoti-
ation and dialogue.”

The statement added. "It is
all the more depressing that
the understanding finally col-
lapsed on flimsy grounds.”

The GF appealed to all con-
cerned to avoid the path of
confrontation and conflict and
also warmmed against any sort of
repression.

It called upon all profes-
sional groups and other
to join hands for resolving the
crisis.

Serb parliament endorses

accord with Carter

PALE (Bostia), Dec 29: The
Bosnian Serb parltament today
endorsed an agreement their
wader Radovan Karadzic sig-
ned with former /S President

Jumrmy Carter earlier this
mOonth, backing a big power
. peace plan as a basis for
turther negotiations, reports
Heviter .

The parlismem informs
the Contact Group and the in
fernational communtty of the
readiness on the part of
‘Bosnian Serb) Repuhhha

i

i wilh Cartler
| WSsued after a partiamem spes

Srpska 1o enier peace negotia-
ons on the basis of agreemen
said a siaterment

ST

Karadzic indicated today
that be could sign an ‘agree
Tl Oof a lour month cessa

v G BTy, TAIEE
P iLa
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But the UN rummandtr in
Bosnia, after four hours of talks
with Karadzic at this Serb
stronghold east of Sarajevo,
said more negotiations lay
abyeadd

“There is good will on both
sides. and | hope we're going
to get some conclusion by the
weekend, Lt Gen Sir Michael
Rose told reporters He said.
details were still being dis-
cussed but did not elaborate.

Facing a Saturday deadline
for locking in the four- month
cessation of hostilities, Rose
stepped up his shuttle nego.
tiations and headed for talks
with Bosnian Vice-President
Elup Gankc in Sarajevo

Rose was presenting both
wicdes with a new draft of the
agreement for the Serbs and
the Mushmm led govermment to
stop fighting for four months,

- cease-fire

[reeze front lines and with-
cdraw some troops.

Earlier, Karadzic and his
side might even sign the
agreement Thursday "We are
discussing several points.” he
saidl.

On Wednesday, Rose trav-
eled to the Bihac englave in
northwestern Bosnla, where
fighting has threatened te un-
ravel- an (nitial one-week
that took hold

across Bosnia last Saturday.

Today, 40 explosions as
well as heavy machine gun and
small-arms fire were reporied
northeast of Velika Kladusa.
presumably coming from Abdic
forces or Croatian Serbs aiding
them, UN man Alexa-
nder Ivanko sald. Four deto
nations and shooting were
reporied outside Bihac town,

Mesh appeal from Prime |
- Bhinlsts: Dag T ¢
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-AL's post-hartal
~ rally in city

Leaders of Awami League
yesterday said the Opposition
has launched an oust-govern-
ment agitation through resig-
nation from parliament, re-
ports UNB.

Addressing a post-hartal
rally at Bangabandhu Avenue in

Dhaka ‘yesterday afternoon, .

they asserted that the struggle
would continue urntil the gov-
ernment stepped dmgl ac-
cepting the demand for a neu-
tral, non- party, caretaker gov-
ernment.

The rally followed a half-day

| countrywide hartal enforced by

Awami League, Jatiya Party and
Jamaat-e-Islami demanding
resignation of the government
and elections under a neutral
caretaker administration.
Awami League
Hossain Amu told the rally that
the government was responsi-
ble for the present political
crisis. He described the resig-
nation of n MPs as
unprecedented and said they

‘had resigned to ‘establish the
voting right of the people.
Party leader Mozaffar

Hossain Paltu said hunger for
power of this."corrupt” gov-
ernment had pushed the coun-
try to a grave crisis and urged
the people to intensily the agi-
tation under the leadership of

See Page 12 Col 8

leader Amir

HIJRI

NE;—H" the {JPG at the city centre yesterday murmng dunng the hartal.

" — Star photo

Half-day oount:y—wide
hartal observed

By Staff Correspondent

An eight-hour hartal called
by three major opposition par-
lies was observed partjally in
the capital and elsewhere in
the country. :

The hartal was by and large
peaceful, barring stray inci-
dents. Two persons including a
photo journalist were seriqusly
injured in Dhaka and 12 others
were injured in Narayanganj
during the hartal hours.

The Awami League, Jatiya
Party and Jamaat-e-Islami
called the countrywide 6 am to
2 pm hartal yesterday and sim-
ilar hartals in the city on
January 2, 3 and 4 to force the
government to accept their
demand for holding elections

. under a caretaker administra-

tion or guit power.
Members of Parliament
from the parties resf

"Wednesday night to press

home the demand.

-~ In the city, activists of the

three parties brought out small
processions and held ra in
front of the Jatiya Press'Club
during the strike hours.
Rickshaws and auto-rick-
shaws plied almost as usual but
other modes of transport like

buses and trucks remained

parked.

Road and railway communi-
cations between the capital
and other parts of the country
were disrupted as inter-dis-
trict buses and trains did not
operate.

Authorities posted police
and para-military Bangladesh
Rifles at important spots in
Dhaka during the hartal pe-
riod.

. A photographer of the
Dainik Prattasha, Tarun was
seriously injured when some
pickets huriled brickbats at a
running minibus near the

Farmgate around noon. Tarun

was taking photographs of the
pickets. He was admitted to
the Suhrawardi Hospital.

One Anwar Hossain (20)
was injured when a bomb was
hurled at a procession of the
Awami League at Nawabpur
Road in the morning. He was
sent to the Dhaka Medical
College Hospital.

Our Narayanganj Correspon-
dent adds: Clashes between
supporters and opponents of
the hartal left at least a dozen

See Page 12 Col 1

Dudayev willi

talks, claims Moscow

GROZNY (Russia), Dcf: 29:
Russian tanks pulled back from
the outskirts of Grozny, capital
of the rebel republic of
Chechnya, today:as jet bombers
tore across clear skies repeat-
edly hitting an oil refinery and
Chechen positions report AFP,
AP. :
Meanwhile, Radio Mayak of
Moscow, citing unnamed sou-
rces in the Chechen capital
Grozny, said President Dzho-
khar Dudayev had sent a
telegram notifying Russia of his
intent to hold talks without
preconditions.

Russian and Chechen offi-
cials could not immedjately be
reached for comment.
~ Russian troops retreated.
three kilometers from Gro-
gny's eastern front in Khan-
kala, after losing four lanks
and an armoured car during a
ferocious attempt to break
Chechen lines Wednesday. said
Chechen commander Vaha
Michkayev.

In a rare admission of fatali-

ties, Michkayev said seven of
his men were killed and many
wounded.

Chechens said thcy did not
know how many Russians they
killed, but showed journalists
letters found on the bodies of
thiree soldiers frem Saint
Petersburg.

But in Moscow, the Itar-
Tass news agency said that
Russian troops pushed back a
Chechen armoured assault in
Khankala, quoting a Russian

Earlier story on Page &

government spokesman in
Grozny, the agency said the
Russians seized six Chechen
tanks, six cannon and an ar-
moured personnel vehicle.

Khankala, where Chechnya's
military airport is located, is
gnly four kilometres from the
Presidential Palace in central
Grozny.

Dudayev, who has been op-
erating out of a bomb shelter
under the presidential palace
in besieged Grozny, has

adamantly refused to negotiate
unless Russian forces withdraw
first. Chechnya had broken off
peace talks after three days
earlier this° month amid
Russian bombing attacks.

In the telegram, according
to the radio report, Dudayev
expressed the hope that
Russian Prime Minister Viktor
Chernomyrdin participate in
talks but the Chechen leader-
ship also 'agrees to hold such
talks at any other level.”

Another report says,
Dudayev called today for a face-

to-face meeti with Boris
Yeltsin in a telegram to the

Russian president, the Russian
government press service said
in Moscow.

Dudayev insisted on meet-
ing Yeltsin himself, rejecting
any possibility of talks with
other Russian officials dealing
with Chechnya.

The Russians hold a huge
advantage in manpower and
equipment. with as many as

See Page 12 Col |

to hold

My resignation
now a formality,

says Menon

By Staff Correspondent

Rashed Khan Menon, a
member of parliament and
general secretary of the
Bangiadesh Workers' Party.
said yesierday that following
the tion of such a large
number of MPs "the Sangsad is
now virtually dead.”

Reading from a text at a
press conference at the
Workers' Party office. Menon
said his own resignation from
parliamenl was now a meére
formality.

Menon. whe did not resign
along with the other opposi-
tion members on Wednesday,
however, detlined to give a
definite date for submitting his
resignation.

He demanded the resigna-
tion of the government and
dissolution of the Fifth
Parliament o made way for

See Page 12 Col ©

Riyadh bows to Szrian.tiemand
Normalisation with
Israel to be slowed

ALEXANDRIA (Egypt)
29: The leaders of Egypt.
and Saudi Arabia ende?nl
summit here today aimed at
strengthening Arab unity and
Syria's stand in peace negotia-
tions with Israel, s AFP.

Saudi Arabia's Fahd
met presidents Hafez al-Assad
of Syria and Egypt's Hoami
Mubarak in the Mediterranean
port city of Alexandria for the
second day after late night
talks on Wednesday.

Rivadh had agreed to help
slow the pace of the Arab neor-
malisation with Israel seo long
as there was no progress in
Syria's peace talks with the
Jewish state: a Saudi official
midd.

"Saudi Arabia bewed to
Syrian opinton that no accord
or progress can be made on

the multilateral track until

there has been a global solu-

tion in the region.” he said.
to remain anonymous.

Saudi Foreign Minister

Prince Saud al-Faisal “gave his

support te the Syrian position”
during a meeting of foreign
ministers from the three
countries today.

But he said this backing
would not be clearly stated In
the final communigue due te
be published later the same
day. but the statement would
nevertheless adopt a "severe
tone” towards Israel.

A source close to the Syrian
delegation old AFP that Dama-
scus was ‘counting enormously
on King Fahd net to normalise
his relations with Israel prior
to the completion ef

See Page 12 Col 7
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7 killed, 20
hurt in bus
plunge

From Our Correspondent

NARAYANGANJ, Dec 29 :
Seven people were killed and
20 others injured in a road ac-
cident near a bridge on the
Dhaka-Chittagong highway in
Ballakandi area of Gazaria thana
under Munshiganj district this
morning,

- A cyclist, was also killed in
another accident on the same
spot bringing the death toll o
eight on the same day.
~In thé first accident a
minibus (Dhaka-Metro Cha
0074) broke a railing of the
bridge and fell into a 15 ieet
deep canal at around B am
Witnesses said. the Dhaka
bound minibus was coming
from Daudkanidi.

An army rescue group.
which had camped near the

See Page |2 Col B

50 killed in
Turkish
plane crash

ANKARA, Dec 29: A Turkish
Airlines jet with 76 people
aboard crashed into a moun
tain in eastern Turkey in heavy
snow Thursday. At least 20
people survived, an official
said, reports AP.

Murat Ozkan. deputy gover
nor of Van, told state TV that
the rescue teams recovered 30
dead bodies so far. Most aboard
the plane were military per
sonnel.

The Boeing 737 crashed
around 1415 GMT only eight
kilometres (5 miles) from its
destination, Van, near Iran
The plane was making its third
attempt to land after two pre
vious tries were aborted due to
harsh weather. the Anatolia
news agency said.

Transportation Minister
Mehmet Kostepen said there
were about 20 survivors He
gave no other details.
~ Army rescue personnel
went to the scene but heavy
snow was hampering rescue
efforts, Kosiepen added. Bad
winter weather often causes
plane cancellations in e
mountainous region.

A passenger list did not in
clude foreign names.

Kurdish separatists have
been fighting in southeastern
Turkey. The military personiiel
is under strict orders to avoid
travelling by road in the region
because guerillas often target
passenger buses in search ol
security officials.

Turkish Airlines had its
previous major crash in 1983
near Ankara. Iin which 46
people died.

No scope to
scrutinise
resignation

letters: Moudud

By Staff Correspondent

Jatiyva Party leader Moudud
Ahmed. in a press statement
issued through JP's joint office
secretary said yesterday the
reports appearing in different
newspapers that the, Speaker
would accept the resignation
letters of opposition MPs after
scrutinising if those were
proper surprised him.

He said as per relevant
rules of the Constitution., when
a sitting member tenders his
resignation and hands it over
lo the Speaker. the resignation
becomes eflective with imme
diale effect.

Moudud also said that when
the Parliament members had
voluntarily submitted their
resignation letters under their
own signatures and handed
those over to the Speaker
there was no stope for exami-.
ning those.

Nasim rejects
PM'’s offer

Awami League leader Mo-
hammad Nasim yesterday tur-
the Prime Mi-
nister's offer to resign 30 days
ahead of elections, saying
there was no scope for consid-
ering it after the Opposition's
resignation, reports UNB.

in an instant reaction to
Begum Khaleda Zia's speech in
yesterday's Munshigan) meet
ing. telecasi by BTV, he said
she had kept mum when the
entire nation had expected an
announcemeni te this effect.

“This announcement from
her is meaningless after the
expiry of ume.” the former
Opposition Chief Whip said.

He said M the Prime Mi-
nister believed In democracy.
she should resign immediately
and hand over power to a
neutral, non-partisan caretaker
government to beold general
elections.




