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Indian EC warns politicians:

Politiclans who focus their campaigns on India’s religious,
caste and language differences will face prosecution, India’s
Election Commnission has warned. reports AP from New Delhi.

The commission, headed by T N Seshan who is leading
campaign to clean up Indian: pelitics, also said on Tuesday
that it will invalidate elections if such practices are carried
oLt

Fire claims 8 in Thailand: re swept

through a small store and living quarters in southern
Thailand. killing a family of eight, who were trapped behind
barred windows intended to keep out burglars, officials said,
yesterday, AFP reports from Bangkok.

The fire early Tuesday morning gutted the ground floor
shop of the two-storey building in the Muang district of Surat
Thani province, 650 kilometres [400 miles) south of

Bangkok. officials said.
New drug for lung CANCEer: meus

Food and Drug Administration'has approved a new drug to
prolong the lives of advanced lung cancer patients, AF reports
fyorm Washington.

The FDA approved Navelbine to treat non-small cell lung
cancer, the most common type of the deadly diseasg. that is
too advanced for surgery or radiation to help.

Cholera kills 8 in Cape Verde:

Cholera has killed eight people in an epidemic of 54 cases in

the Cape Verde islands, Portugal’'s Lusa news agency saild.in a_

dispatch on Tuesday from the African state, Reuter reports

from Lisbon.
Mosi of the cases were in the capital Praia, Lusa quoted

Antonic Perdo Delgado, spokesman of the national
comumission to fight cholera, as saying.

Ethiopian editor sentenced: high

court yesterday sentenced an Ethiopian private newspaper
editor 'to pay a fine”of 500 birr or serve six-month
imprisonment, the Ethiopian news agency reported on
Tuesday, Xinhua says from Addis Ababa.

~ According to the news agency, Getahun Bekele, a 23-year-
old editor of a tabloid paper Tarik,’ was accused by the
prosecutor’'s office of intervening with court proceedings

during the trial of former Ethiopian government officials.

Iran blasts Rabin's Oman visit:

fran on Tuesday condemned a surprise visit to Oman byl
Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin, saying efforts to boost
ties with the Jewish state could provoke a crisis in the Gulf
Arab monarchies, AFP reparts from Tehran.

The state radio warned that the United States and the

“Zionist state had a coordinated plan to expand the sphere of

capitulation (Middle East peace process] to cover” the Gulf
Arab siates. ;
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MOSCOW ., Dec 28: Russian
warplanes renewed the bomb-
ing of rebel Chechnya on Wed-
nesday, a day after Boris Yel-
tsin called a halt to air strikes
and advocated new peace
talks. a news agency reported,
says AP,

The ITAR-Tass news agency
said Russian combat aircraft
had delivered a missile strike
pn the outskirts of the
Chechen capital at 9:00 a.m.
(0600 GMT). Another air at-
tack was made on the village of
Ursus-Martan to the south of

’ ...-- : 'ﬁ',:-

Grozny. Casualties were re-
ported in that attack.

The fresh bombing attacks
came after Chechnya's rebel
government, its forces badly
outnumbered. had refused to
compromise or surrender fol-
lowing Yeltsin's announced on

Tuesday that the bombing

would halt.

Yeltsin's decision, an-
nounced in a nationwide TV
address, had brought relative
calm to shattered Grozny as
Russia's offensive entered its
18th t:la:,r Wedneaday Dfﬂcials

...........

A group of Chechen men sing war mngs in front uf the ]:Il‘EElEﬂtlﬂl palﬂce in the main
square of Grozny on Tuesday.

, International .
Russian warplanes renew (o
bombing of Chechnya

in the separatist region dis-

. missed the speech for failing

to meet their main demand:
withdrawal.

In a speech that could be
characterised more by a
clenched fist than an extended
olive branch, Yeltsin declared
that ground forces would spare
no effort to restore order and

end “the qutrage of gangster-
ism” in Chechnya.

"The ring around Grozny
has tightened.” Yeltsin said.
"The armed units have been
blm:ked The actions of gangs

— AFP photo

-public

that offer resistance will still’

be severely suppresséd.”

An analyst for a leading

- newspaper, Pavel Felgengauer

uf Segodnya, called the speech

“very belligerent” and said it
demonstrated Russia's intent
to use more firepower to end
the crisis.

Even as the president
spoke, the Chechens were
claiming new Russian aerial at-
tacks Tuesday on three villages
south of the capital Grozny.

"lIt's clear the Russian
president ‘doesn't want to
change his plans and withdraw
troops.” Ruslan Chimayev,
Chechnya's deputy foreign
minister, was quoted by
Russian media as saying. "But a
military victory over the tiny
Chechen Republic won't bring
Russia laurels."

Chechen fighters have
vowed never ‘to surrender,
even though they are only sev-
eral thousand st as many
as 40,000 Russian troops who
entered the breakaway region
Dec 11 to end Chechnya's self-
proclaimed independence.

Yeltsin has faced harsh crit-
icism at home and, to a lesser
extent, abroad for a botched
military operation that the
Chechens claim has killed
hundreds of civilians.

Looking somber in his first
- appearance since
launching the offensive, he ac-
knowledged regret at the
deaths and said he had
ordered the bombing of Grozny
stopped to try to lessen them.

Sultan Qaboos Ben Said of Oman exchanges presents with
Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin (L) on Monday in

Muscat during the latter's visit to Oman.

Sh&ll k.iuB 4 ill Illdia: Four people, inclu-

ding a one-year-old child, were killed when an artillery shell
exploded at an army test firing in western India, a news
agency reporied on Wednesday, AP reports from New Delhi.

Army officlals kept the accident on Sunday a secret and
quietly cremated the dead without informing the local police,
Press Trust of India said.

Fatah attacks PFLP, 1 killed:

Militants from PLO chief Yasser Arafat's Fat.ah group attacked °

members of the rival Popular Front for the Liberation of
Palestine (PFLP] late on Tuesday killing one person and
wounding another. Palestinian sources reported, says AFP
from Sidon.

There were no tmmediate reasons for the attack which
occurred in the Ain Helwe camp on the eastern outskirts of
the southern port of Sidon in South Lebanon.

US-Jordan extradition accord:

Jordan and the United States have agreed in principle to sign
an accord on the extradition of criminals between the two
countries. Xinhua reports from Cairo.

Egypt's Middle East News Agency (MENA) reported in a
dispatch from Ainman on Tuesday that this is the outcome of
a series ol talks held last week in Washington between

offictals of the Jordanian Mindstry ol Justice and lhr US State
Departmmenl

4 Thai kids drown in Malaysia:

Four students including two sisters and their brnlher
drowned in a pool al a village in Padang Besar. northern
Kedah state on Monday, Bermnama reports from Kuala Lumpur.

Folice said on Tuesday the victims were Wilai Tian, 12, her
sister, Chiwie, |0, their brother Apiron, 7 and a cousin Sumni
Konpon 12 All of them were of Thal origin

100 child labourers rescued: ros.

have rescued about 100 child labourers forced to work as
slave labour in brick kilns in Chinas central Henan
province, the Xinhua Daily Telegraph said vesterday, Reuter
reports from Beijing

Public security authorities in Zhengzhou City raided 48
kilns and arrested 18 people on charge of illegally hiring and
maltreating children. the newspaper said. One suspect

escaped
115 newsmen killed this vear: »

record |15 jeurnalists were killed in the world this year with
genocide in Rwanda and violence in Algeria accounting for
more than hall the victims the International Federation of
Journalisi$ said yesterday. Reuter reports from Brussels

"We have ai least 115 conformed cases of violent death
some i hogrifying circumstiances, and we are investigating a

further 15 cases of unsoived murder and journalists
missing. I[FJ general secretary Aidan White said in g
s alement

bans hunting in deserts: .

Egyptian Authority for Euvironment Affairs has announced
that hunfﬁu.k tourism and camping in the Egyptian deseris
are banned lor five years starung Wednesday, the Egvptian
Arabw pewspaper Al Ahvam said on Tuesday Xinhua reports
brom Calro

The authority has notified Arab embassies in Catro and
Egvptian embassics i Arab states of the ban which is admed
al proteciing desert whchle

rocks N Japan: . ..

lent earthupiake with a prefiminary magnitude of 7 5 shook

Il-ﬂ-{"ll'lfﬁ* .,‘-d;..u.-m wednesday mght and authontes warned
resicier; 1o evacuate many (oastal areas bec yise of the
threat of 'sdal waves AP reguart s from Tokvo
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TR F Ve wariings were brosdoast for mest Pacifle coast
WEAS (o e nan istand of Honshe ang the northern isiard

of Holdcaack, aned Sor parts o Honshng s west eriasl

— AFP phutu

Suu Kyi issue 'Myanmar's
internal affair:' Li Peng

YANGON. Dec 28: Chinese
Premier Li Peng ended his
first visit to Myanmar today,
praising the ruling military
Junta for its success in national
reconciliation dand saying that
Beijing was not seeking any
sphere of imfluence abrgad, re-
ports AFP,

Premier Li added that the
question of Nobel peace laure-
ate and leading 'dissident Aung
Sang Suu Kyi, who has been
under house arrest since

1969, was “entirely Myanmiar's™

internal affair.”

Li made the statement dur-
ing a press conference prior to
his departure for Beijing fol-
lowing his two-day visit here.

Li. who arrived in Yangon
on Monday with a delegation of
100 that included his wife, Zu
Lin, is the highest-ranking
Chinese official to meet with
the Myanmar military regime
which seized power in 1988.

During the trip, aimed at
cementing Qylateral ties, |

-—

Li - discussed border and
economic issues with his
Myanmar counterpart.

Chinese officials said they
were satisfied with the devel-
opment of border trade with
Myanmar and ‘the two govern-
ments urged the state and pri-
vate sectors to expand bur-

geoning trade links, a Chinese

Sudan, Iraq for
Arabsolidarity

KHARTOUM. Dec 28: Sudan
and Iraq have underlined the
necessity of bridging the split
in Arab ranks and the need to
overcome Arab differences,
reports Xinhua.

The stance was declared by
Mohamed Amin Al-Khalifa,.
speaker of the Sudamese in-
teritn national assembly. and
Saadi Mehdi Saleh, visiting
speaker of the Iragi national
assembly during their talks
this morning.

spokesmen said.

Li and Prime Minister Than
Shwe, chairman of the State
L.aw and Order Restoration
dis-

Council (SLORC) also
cussed joint efforts to combat
drug trafficking.

In a banquet speech on
Monday night, Li recalled that

the two countries had main-
tained friendly relations since

establishing diplomatic ties 44

years ago.
Li pratsed Myanmar’'s abun-
dant harvests, including

record rice production, and its
"Laudable efforts in maintain-
ing social stability, promoting
national reconcilation and
making contacts with the out-
side world.”

. China has steadfastly sup-
ported Myanmar against for-
eign criticism for buman
rights abuses and is its main
trading partner and arms sup-
plier.

Bosnian Cardinal Vinke Puljic (L) gestures as he chats with Muslim Mufti Mustdfa Ceric

during a Christmas rmptmn of the r!!hgl:oll leldl'rl in Bﬂrmvﬂ on Tuesday.
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Anniversary of Soviet invasion
goes unrecognised in Kabul

KABLIL., Dee 285 The 156th
anniversary of the December
27, 1979 Soviet tnvaston ol
Afghanistan, which was even-

tually  repulsed by the
Mujahideern werit unrecog-
riised] i Kabul on Tuesday, re-
ports AFP

aofficial at-
the lack of anniversary

A govertimnien!
tributed

activity o seCurity reasons.
After |14 vears of fighting
the Red Armv and their Alghan
Communist allies the
Mujahideen conquered Kabul
in April. 1992 but their vic

tory has been pyrrhic

In the pas! (wo and a hatf
years., much of Kabnil has been
reduced 1o ruins angd a large

portion of the civilian popula-
i tias Deen severely mauled
in & hleody power struggle
hetween the Mujahideen fac-
THH S

Artagrdinig 1o hospital
tatistics lor %94 alone, some
R OO0 rmivibans bave been

killed in the Kabul cenflict and
another 90,000 wounded, with
up to 1,000 a day fleeing the
capital for the safety of provin
rial areas

‘What has happened is ut
terly regrettable, contrary to
the expectations of the people.
the Mujahideen themselves
and world Muslims ~ said a
senlor government official.

While the Russians are uni
versally condemned for their
invasion, many Alghans point
to the April 1978 coup which
toppled Mohammad Daoud and
brought the Afghan Communist
Party to power in Kabul as a
rmot cause for today's prob
lems

"This was the first phase of
our downfall. a national ¢hange
which ignited a civil war
which then led to the Russian
invasion, explained a former
Musiim freedom fighter

I Daoud had survived |
don’t think he would have pro

voked the kind of guerilla war
that the Afghan Communists,
and finally the Russians. did.”

Although the Mujahideen
reject collective responsibility
for the current chaos in Kabul
— they naturally blame their ri-
vais — some admit they were
not properly equipped to as-
suime power. “Historically
there has been very little de-
mocratic tradition in Afgha-
nistan, and some of our
Mujahideen have been involved
In crude means to achieve
their ends.” explained one

©academician.

“Some think only about the
benefit to their ethnic or Hn
guistic group and not to the
country as A whole " he added

He pointed out that the so
clal fabric of Afghan society
had been torm apart after the
Russian invasion, while noth
ing evolved to replace It.

Govt, LTTE
fail to resume
peace talks

COLOMBO, Dec 28: Fighting

continued in north and east
Sri Lanka as the government

and rebels failed to reach an
agreement on resuming peace
talks. Four guerillas and two
soldiers were killed separate
clashes, reports AP.

Three rebels were killed in
fighting in Oluveddi, 210
kilometres (130 miles} east of
Colombo while two soldiers
were killed in a clash in nearby
Kattaparichchan town on
Tuesday, sald Brig. Nihal Jay-
akody. the military's spokes-
man.

One guerilla was also killed
in an attack on the
Jayasinghpura army base 250
kilometres (155 miles) north-
east of the capital.

The government had an-
nounced it would resume
peace talks before Christmas
but falled to reach an agree-
ment with the rebels on the

u’:fht talks. the first in five
years, were suspended in
October,
Troops begin
search for

Naga rebels

NEW DELHI, Dec 28: Indian
troops launched a search oper-
ation in the Indian state of

today for tribal mili-
tants who killed an army offi-
cer and another soldier in an
ambush, the Press Trust of
India reported. reports AFP.

A datmn-to-dusk curfew was |
imposed in Mokokchung dis-
trict of the remote mortheast-
ern state as the began a
combing operation for guerillas
of the outlawed National
Socialist Council of Nagaland
(NSCN), the news agency said,

Suspected NSCN militants
ambushed an army column in
Mokokchung district on
Tuesday, killing Lieutenant
Colonel KS Punacha. the com-
mander of the 16th Maratha
Light Infantry Unit, and an-
other soldier.

At least one Naga militant
was killed in the attack.

Fresh UN efforts
to achieve peace
in Afghanistan

ISLAMABAD, Dec 28: The
head of the United Nations
special mission to Afghanistan,

ahmoud Mestiri, has re-
urned to his base here to re-

new efforts to achieve a peace
agreement in the war torn
country, UN officials said to-
day. reports AFP.

Mestiri's return here late
Tuesday to resume contacts

with the leaders coin
cides with the expiry of Alghan
President Burhanuddin
Rabbani’'s two year tenure In

office Thursday.

Spokesman for Rabbani said
in Kabul Tuesaday that the
president had declared a uni-
lateral ceasefire and had pro-
posed talks with the opposi-
tion on a formula for the trans-
fer of power and on selecting

T ealmiaied 7.000 peopie

have died in Kabul this yvear in
fighting between pro-Rabbani
forces and troops of an opposi
tion coalition led mainly by
Hazb-! Islaml [action,
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The Baily Star S

Melody Vilbert, Mlss Aqmtame (L), waves to the audience
after being crowned Miss France 1995 on Tuesday in Paris
Next to Vilbert stands the former Miss France Valerie

South Asia's first

| BOMBAY: Gay men from across South Asia met secretly
Wednesday to discuss the widespread persecution they face,
including a recent threat from Hindu extremists in India re

Claisse,

poris AP.

— AFP photo

The conference on Emerging Gay Identities in South Asia
was held in a quiet suburb of Bombay and drew nearly 70 ac
tivists from India, Pakistan, Nepal, Bangladesh. Sri Lanka and
Bhutan, newspapers said, quoting unidentified confererice

sources.

The five- dav meeting. which began Tuesday. was threat-
ened by the radical Hindu group Shiv Sena. which says homo-

sexuality is immoral. Being gay is illegal in India. a conserva:

tive and traditional country, and can lead to a jail sentence

Organisers said that the location of the meeting also was
kept secret to exclude heterosexual people from attending i
and inhibiting its free discussions.

The sponsors of the meeting, the Naz Project, a group of

South Asian gays based in London, estimates that 80 per cen!
of Asian gays are married. But there are no reliable affici il © =
UTes.

"I spit on the West"

MOSCOW: Vladimir Zhirinovsky, controversial leader of an
ultra-nationalist Russian political party, is {0 miark [995 with

the publlcatlnn of a new
book entitled
West." the ITAR-Tass news
agency reported yeztrrdav
says AFP.
The

"l spit on the

agency quoted the | s

press service of Zhirinovsky's |+ "3

Liberal Democratic Party to
the effect that he had agreed
for the book to be published

in a review entitled 'Young §

Guard, a magazine ol
national-patriotic leanings.
The party said that the
work. despite its title, wouldl
be a "book of a philosophic

type.”

In 1993 Zhirinovsky published "A Last Push lor the South

in which he expressed. among other things. the wish to see
"Russian soldiers washing their boots in the Indian Ocean

Syria-Israel peace deal
next yr, hopes Mubarak

KUWAIT. Dec 28: Egyptian
Presiderit Hosni Mubarak was
today quoted as saying that he
expects Syria and Israel to
reach a pace agreement in
1995, reports Reuter,

"l believe that Syrian
President Hafez al-Assad and
Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak
Rabin are serious about the
peace process. | think an
agreement will be reached
during 1995." Kuwait's Al-
Watan daily quoted him as say-
ing in an interview.

"The peace process is -cur-
rently undergding: develop-
ment, but they are rather
slow.” he said.

“The Syrian-lsraeli track is
facing obstacles stemming
from a lack of confidence cri-
sis between the two sides. We
are trying to help both sides to
overcoime th;l he said. "The

statements issued by both
sides, especially the lIsrael
side, agitate doubts among the

- Syrians.’

Mubarak said that, "The
Israelis when thev sign [pacis)
and give a word they respert
their word. We say that from
our information and our expe
rience with them.’

Mubarak. who has not \is
ited Israel since he became
president in 1981, would naot
say if he plans to visit the
Jewish state. with which his
country signed a pace treaty in
1979.

"Am | obliged to wisi|
Israel?” he asked. "the israelis
made &n issue of me not visit
ing them.”

Mubarak attacked Israel for
not committing itself 1o
agreements aimed at curbing
mass dru{rucﬁm wrt.pons

Dole threatens to block
$4b US-DPRK N-deal

WASHINGTON:. Dec 28:
iIncoming Senate majority
leader Bob Dole has threat
ened to block a 4 billion dollar
US-North Korean nuclear deal
if a US pilot being held by
Pyongyang is not released. the
Washington Times reported
today, reports Reuter.

Dole said he was not pre
pared to call for an outright
rejection of the deal aimed at
reducing North Korea's poten
tial to manufacture nuclear
WeApOns.

Under the accord,
Pyongyang suspended its nu-
clear weapons and energy
programune in exchange for a
promise [rom Washington to
supply some replacement fuel
ofl by January 21 amnd organise
a consortium to build light-wa
ter nuclear reactors worth dol-
lars 4 billlon.

The United States and
North Korea also agreed to set
up the first diplomatic laison
offices in their respective
countries since | 953

But Dole said the capture of
Chief Warrant Officer Bobby
Hall and the death of Hall's co
pilot could be a reason to block
what he called "a lousy deal

anyhow.” He added you!
can 't irust the North
Koreans. "

Hall and co-pilot David
Hilemon landed a helicopter in
North Korean territory on
December 17. North Korea
said it shot the chopper down
and is convinced the aircrah
was on a spying mission.

Indiana Congressman Lee M

Hamiltoen, the outgoing
Chairman of the House Foreign
Relations Commitiee, said, 1
don't think we'd proceed with
our side of the nuclear accord
if they don't release the air
men.”

Deputy Assistant Secretary
of State Thomas Hubbard ar
rived in Pyongyang today for
talks atmed at securing Hall's
release




