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NEWS BRIEFS

DU, NU exams
postponed

By DU Correspondent

The Degree examinations
{Pass and Subsidiary) under
the National University {NU)
scheduled for today have been
suspended due to unavoidable
clircumstances, The new
schedule of the suspended ex
aminations will be announced
iater on. The Dhaka University
awthorities have also sus
pended all examinations
scheduled to be helid today
The examination of the posi
graduate diploma course of
Library and Information
Science of Lhe Librarv Training
Institute and Library
Association of Bangladest
(LAB} scheduled lor todav has
beent shifted 10 January 5 A
press reicase of the LAB sai
the examination schedualed (o1
January 4 has also been pos
poned becauss ol unavoidahbile
CIrCuUmsiances.

Sarbahara leader
arrested

BARISAL. Dec 218 Police a:
rested a leader of the ourtlawed
Sarbahara Party from Nazirp s
Thana of the disirict, Police on
Tuesday night raided 1he res;
dence of Alam Pike. a lo«ai
eader of Zia group of the oul
lawed Sarbahara and erested
M Alam is also wanted in
atyveral cases including me
der, dacoity and highway rob
bery. reporis UNB
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Obposition MPs submi resignation: Letters under Speaker's scrutin

The unfolding

drama

By Asiuzzaman
It was a day of nerve-

-wracking tension for both the

ruling party and Opposition
leaders involved in the last-
minute bid to avert the mass
MPs and its consequent polit-
ical fallout through a negoti-
ated settlement.

Senior ministers of Begum
Khaledo Zia’s cabinet started
their scheduled meeting at

the Prime Minister's Tejgaon |

office at 10 am when Begum
Zia went to Gazipur to attend
the convocation of the
Bangladesh Institute of
Technology.

The PM arrived at her of-

_fice around 2 pm and was

briefed by those of her cabinet
colleagues at the centre of
See Pagé 12 Col

Star Report

Belymg all hopes of the nation for an amicable
solution to the lingering political crisis Members
of Parliament from the three major Opposition
parties resigned their seats last night as per their

deadline.

Formal and informal negotiations tHat started
several months ago and developed into a high

drama in the last few days,

eventually failed to

bridge the gaps betweén the two opposing sides,
which by all accounts, were extremely minor.
Climaxing yesterday, the discussions, mostly over

cellular telephones,ultimately did not produce the -

magic formula, breaking down over the phrasing
and wording of the actual agreement.

The end came when

BNP  leaders Prof

Badruddoza Chowdhury, Abdus Salam Talukdar
and Col (retd) Oli Ahmed rushed to the Sangsad
Bhaban from the Prime Minister's Office, met the
waiting Opposition leaders at the Speaker's cham-
ber and started the final phase of the negotiation.

This extreme
tunately, lasted only

ly critical episode, however unfor-
minutes as the Opposition

claimed that the ruling party had introduced some
new elements, For its part, the ruling party nego-

See Page 12 Col 7

Opposition agreed, then
backed out : BNP

By Staff Correspondent

The ruling party Secretary
veneral, Abdus Salam Taluk-
clar, vesterday alleged that the
last-minute efforts to avert the
mass resignations of the
opposition MPs failed because
their leaders “First agreed to a
proposal verbally but rejected
it during actual signing.”

“They gave a number of

proposals during the past few .

days but shifted from one to
anether. Finally they agreed to
one of our preoposals and asked

me to come lo Parliament for,

signing an agreement. But they
rejeuted i when we arrived at

the Parliament building at
around 9 pm,” Talukdar said at
a press briefing at the Prime
Minister's Tejgaon office.

He said that the proposal
was that the Prime Minister
and her tabinet “shall not be
in power 30 days before the
elections at the end of the five-

year term, provided the MPs of

the opposition political parties
do not resign and suspend all _
programme like hartals and ~
barricades.”

"After several days ol hectic
negotiations. Salahuddin Qua-

~ Mahmudul :
against party's decision on res-

Mahmudul Hasan
joins BNP
Former minister andatya

Party MP Major Gen (Retd)
‘Hasan revolted

ignation from Parliament and
joined the BNP last night, re-
ports LUUNB.,

The former Home Mmlster
met with Prime Minister and
BNP Chairperson Begum
Khaleda Zia at her office and
expressed his solidarity with
the ideals and programmes of
the ruling party as well as alle-
glance to its leadership.

Jatiya Party acting chairman
Mizanur Rahman Chowdhufy
last  night c:pre:uud surprise

; ; oA 'Ma,hmudu!

Major Geniersl (rétd) Mobmudul Hasan, MP. from the Jativa Party met Prime Minister

Begum Khaleda Zia at her office ludfmlllyjmmd the BNP yesterday.

— PID photo

Innovate modem tech | Bus mishap kills

for development: PM

GAZIPUR. Dec 28: Prime
Minister Begum Khaleda Zia
oday stressed the importance
of a democratic society, the
rule of law. development-based
politics and production-ori-
ented economy to ensure na-
tional progress and prosperity,
reports UNEB

We have to reach our cher
ished goal threugh develop-
meni and optimum utilisation
of human and natwral re-
soureces along with modern
technology.” she said while
addressing the | st Convoacation
of Bangladesh [Institute of
Technolagy (BIT). here in the
MOt iing

Sire

said her l-qu'l'I‘.Iant

laid special emphasis on inno-
vation and ation of mod-
ern and appropriate technol-
ogy for overall development of
the country and that the cher-
ished goal could be achieved if
every individual did his duty
properly.

The Prime Minister at-
tributed the recent achieve-
ments of different South Asian
countries to their nurturing
and flourishment of technol-
OgY -

Referring to the frustrating
and anarchic sitpation in edu-
cational jostitutions during
the past autocratic regime, she
sail the BIT has set an exam-

See Page 12 Col B

| gasoline pipe.”

50 in Venezuela

CARACAS. Dec 28 - A Vene-
#uelan bus crashed into a fuel

L. pipe today, setting ofl an ex-

plosion that killed at least 50
people and injured 30, au-
thorities said. feports Reuter.

The bus hit the oil pipe at 5
am after hitting another bus on
a road near the city of Maturin,
in the eastern siate of Mona-
gas. about 325 miles east of
Caracas, police and civil de-
fence officials said.

“Both wehicles were totally
destroyed. They are pulling out
the bodies now." said Marcos
Dietrich. of the state oil com

pany Corpovern

"One of«the buses hit the
other and pushed it into the
he said.

Solution fizzles out at last moment

Awamz League chief and Leader nf the Opposition in Parlilment Ehmkh Hnama hamhm I over
the resignation letters of the members of parliament to Speaker Shaikh Razzak Ali :it the

Jatiya Sangsad yesterday.

WHAT THE CONSTITUTION
SAYS ABOUT THE METHOD
OF RESIGNING

“A member of Par-
liament may resign his
seat by writing under his
hand addressed to the
Speaker, and the seat
shall become vacant
when the writing is re-
ceived by the Speaker
or, if the office of the
Speaker is vacant or the
Speaker is for any rea-
son unable to perform
his functions, by the
Deputy Speaker,” reads
Article 67 (2) of the
Constitution..

Mere vigoraus
agitation from
“ today : JP

By Staff Correspondent

Acting Chairman of Jatiya
Party Mizanur Rahman Chow-
dhury said yesterday that the
government would have no way
but to step down from power
following the resignation of
opposition MPs from
Parliament. : '

He also warned of a more
vigorous agitation from today
for realising the demand for
elections under a caretaker
government.

Addressing a puhhc -
ing yesterday at the south gate
of Baitul Mukarram mosque,
Mizan Chowdhury said the

government's obstinacy and

indifferent attitude towards
the people had made
Parliament imneffective.

The government did not
give any attention to the prob-
lems of the people, he said
adding the constructive pro-
posals placed by the opposition
pariiamentarians were also
turned down by the ruling

See Page 12 Col 3

Now BNP has to

quit : Jamaat
By Staff Correspondent

Jamaat-e-Islami leaders yes-
terday said that since the rul-
ing BNP had not accepted the
demand for a caretaker gov-
ernment for holding general
elections, it would now have to
give up power in an un-
dignified manner.”

"What is the objection of
BNP in accepting the demand
for a caretaker government?”
asked Jamaat Ameer Golam
Azam al a rallyv near the Baitul
Mukarram mosque yesterday.

Election under a caretaker
government would create
eqtial opportunities lor all par
ties. he said, adding. perhaps
the BNP did not accept the
vdemand because it would lose

See Page 12 Col B8

- Li rejects reports of using Myanmar bases

YANGON. Dec 28: Chinese
Premwer Li Peng loday dis-
nissed as “sheer [abrication”
reporis that China is using
bases in Myanmar to establish
. mjiitary focothoid in the
Indian Ocean, repons AP,

Al a news confererice before
his alternogn departure, Ll also
dismtsserd Western concern

| ower hwman rights in Myanmar

as interference in this ecoun
irv s domestic affairs
i arrived Monday at the

| head of the most importamnt of

ficial delegation to visil
Myanmar stnoe a military jumnta

seized power in 1988, He is
only the fourth head of gov-
ernment ‘to come here since
the takeover

A jeint communigue re-
leased 1oday satd Chinese and
Myanmar leaders had "an in-
depth and extensive exchange
of views on bilateral relations,
regional and international is-
sues and other matters of mu-
tual interest,

It has been widely repored
that Chinia's navy has been

granted use of Myanmar bases

in the lndian Ocean D ex-
change for it8 assistance.

But in response |o
porters’ guestions, Li lﬂld-
"allegations about China's mili-
tary expansion in the Indian
Ocean are sheer fabrication.’

He said China was devoted
to an independent policy of
peace and does not seek any
miltary influence ahroad

“We have not stationed a
singgle soldier abroad,” he said
There are no military person-
nel in our delegation and we
have not had any discussions
on military matters (with
Myanmar leaders).”

A Betljing report says, China

said today the United States is
to blame for trade problems
between the two countries,
and warned that a ffade war
could develop if Washington
takes a tougher stand

The oflicial Xinhua News
Agency. in a year-end analysis.
sald Sino US trade relations
improved overall this year be
cause Pregident Clinton sev
ered the link between trade
and China's human rights prac:
tices, and because of meetings
between Clinton and his
Chinese counterpart and other
high-level visits

{

— Star ' photo

Last-minute bid went
in vain : Opposition

By Staff Correspondent

Leaders of the opposition
parties in Parliament at a post-
resignation press briefing last
night narrated their latest
proposal to the government
and strongly resented the rul-
ing party leaders' 'conditions
for accepting it.

Addressing the newsmen
just after submitting their res-
ignation letters to the Speaker

at 9:13 pm Opposition Chief

Whip Mohammad Nasim said
Azizur Rahman of the hwami
League, Monirul

'MMMWFM :

and Latifur Rahman of the
Jamaat informally :submitted
the prepared resigin ation let-
ters at the Speaker's chamber
minutes before the: (ieadline of
7 pm as per rules a nd started
listing the resignat jon letters
of others. At that r noment, he
said, they received a message
that some senior: ministers
were willing to sit: for a last-
minute negotiation. "We told
them that they . could come
only if they agi‘eed to two
points — the inci1ambent Prime

Suhﬁe hﬂ&il

India lift SAARC
cricket trophy

Sports Reporter

Skipper Praveen Amre duly
produced the goods as
favourites India handsomely
won the SAARC cricket tour-
nament with a convincing 52-
run victory over hosts
Bangladesh in a one-sided final
at the Dhaka Stadium yester-
day.

The 26-year-old right-
handed middle order Bombay
batsman remained uncon-
quered on a beautifully paced
88 off 85 balls as the second
nationdl eleven from India rat-
tled 216 for six wickets from
50 overs after being put into
bat by the Bangladesh captain
Akram Khan. {

Bangladesl |, who had pulled
the rug from under the feet of

_ their fancied opponents with a

dramatic one¢:-run victory ear-
lier in a lea gue match of the
four-nation regional tourney,
were meted put a crushing re-
tribution b efore a capacity
crowd.

Vociferow is partisan specta-
tors who th ronged at the tradi-
tional wvermue to produce an
unprecederated cricket crowd
found littl: to cheér about as
the home team buckled under
the press ure of a disciplined
Indian u nit, tipped as the
strongest in the meet

See: Page 12 Col 1
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Hiisina says she

had offered

new formula

I3y Staff Correspondent

Leader of the Opposition in
P:rliament and Awami League
claief Sheikh Hasina an-

0. ounced a new formula for an

i’ nterilm government to con:
¢ luct future general elections
| nours before she along with
146 other Opposition MPs
submitted resignation letters
to Speaker Shaikh Razzak Al

at 9.13 Jast night.

The formula. announced at

a huge rally in front of the
Bhaban at about 5 pm,
said the incumbent Prime

Minister should resign follow
ing the announcement of the
election schedule and the
President would dissolve
Parliament. The President
would then form an interim
government with either a
serving or a retired judge of
the Appellate Division of the
Supreme Court or a non-parti
san personality as the interim
prime minister and an advisory
council for the interim prime
minister would be constituted
comprising nominees of the

ruling party and the
Opposition.
The interim, non-party

caretaker government would
only perform the routine du
ties and its sole objective

See Page 12 Col 1]

Countrywide

half-day
hartal today

By Staff Correspondent

Three major opposition
parties — the Awami League
Jatiya Party and the Jamaat |
Islami — have called a coun
trywide hal-day hartal today in
support of their demand of
holding elections under a
caretaker governmeént

The eight-hour hartal will
begin at 6 am and end at 2 pm

The opposition parties have
also called eighi-hour (6 2
pm) hartals in the capita! only
on January 2, 3 ahd 4

Fahd in Egypt
for surprise

mini-summit

ALEXANDRIA (Egvpt). De
28. King Fahd of Saudi Arabia
arrived in Alexandria today to
join the presidents of Egypt
and Syria for a surprise Arab
mini-summit, officials said re
poris Reuter.

They said Fahd, accompa
nied by his Foreign Ministes
Prince Saud Al-Faisal and other
senior officlals, was met on
arrival by Egyptian President
Hosni Mubarak.

Egyplian Information
Minister Safwat Sherif said
Mubarak. Fahd and Svyrian
President Halez Al-Assad were
due to hold a previously unan
nounced three-way summit
meeting aimed at “resclving
Arab differences and coordi
nating efforts towards solidai

ity on Arab, regional and inter

e
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Vhnnk You

We are proud and happy to announce that over

Téka 870,000,000

a landmark participationn in the Initial Public Offering (TPO)

of the company at ever highest premium price
has been deposited against the subscription of

Taka 180,000,000

This has created a strong foothold for us in the country’s capital toarket. |

The management of SQUARE expresses its heartfelt thanks to the

Investors

for the confidence reflecte d in their overwhelming response to the [PO.
Heartfelt gratitude is also expressed to the
Securities and Exchange Commission

Special thanks to the Manager to the Issue
for the cooperation extended and services rendered by them

| SQOUARE PHARMACEUTICALS LTD.
b Advanced Tocknology.

national levels.”
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