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Lillee's mark

MELBOURNE, Dec 27: Craig

McDermott became Australia's
second greatest wicket-taker
of all time Tuesday and im-
mediately vowed to overtake
Dennis Lillee's record of 355
Test victims, reports AP.

McDermott took three for
72 from 24 overs against
England in the second Test at
Melbourne “Crickel
Ground, Nfiing his record to
249 wickets fromn 62 matches.

leapf Richie Benaud's
mark of 248.
The powerful 29-year-old

will set off in pursuit of Lillee,
mindful that teammate Shane
Warnie has a chance of !Ellpl

debut as a 19-year-old, taking

three West Indies wickets

from just seven balls. He has

made a splendid comeback

this year after being troubled -
by a knee injury last year, |

McDermott, who says he
plans to play for another five
years, began the day with 247
wickets and equalled Benaud's
mark with the very first ball of
the day when he claimed
Graham Geooch caught and
bowled with a full toss.

He later passed the mark by
having Darren Gough caught
behind by lan Healy for 20,

‘I'm pretty happy with all
249 wickets, and none really
stands out,” McDermott said.
"They are all great to have.”

SOStoRumll

MELBOURNE. Dec
England today sent for wl-:ki.t
kevper Jack Russell to ease
their injury crists following
Alec Stewart getting hurt dur-
g the second Ashes Tesl
against Australia, reporis
Reuler.

Russell, 31, a veteran of 36
Tests, was called up after
opener Stewart, who doubles
4s the squad's reserve keeper,
broke his right index finger on
Monday. the second day of the
Test at the Melbourne Cricket
Ground.

Stewart, who is expected Lo
bat in Melbourne with the help
of a pain-killing injection, will
be out of action for up to three
weeks, ruling him out of the
third Test, starting on January
| . :

England, already reeling
from a spate of injuries and ill-
nesses during the tour, will
delay a decision on whether to
summon a reserve batsman
until all-rounder Craig White
undergoes a fitness tesl prior
to the next Test in Sydney.

White is suffering a side in-
jury and if he does nol recover

sufficiently to bat in that game, |

England will call up another

Russell, who is one of the
official stand-bys for the tour,
will arrive from Britain as soon
as possible and could be avail-
able for the Sydney Test,

The Gloucestershire kéeper
will remain with the party for
the rest of the trip regardless
of Stewart's recovery Llime
from injury. -

England management do
not want Stewart to risk fur-
'ther damage to his finger.
which was fractured for the
second time on tour on
Monday, by asking him to keep
wicket, _

Russell is the thlrr.'l player
to be called up during
England's injury-riddled tour.

Seamer Angus Fraser re-
placed fellow paceman Harur‘}.
McCague, who flew home wit
a stress fracture of the right
shin. Left-arm seamer Mark

-

llott is eurrently with the party |

as cover following injuries to
seamers Darren Gough' and
Philip DeFreitas. ~

Wessels still
inspirational

PORT ELIZABETH, Dec 27:
Kepler Wessels, who an-
nounced his retirement from
international cricket last
week, inhspired Eastern
Province to a good start in a
ng day of
their four-day match against
Sri Lanka on Monday, reports
Reuter. _

The former South Africa
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McDermott second to Llllee in Aussie Test st history

MELBOURNE,
Dec 27: Leg-spin-
i ‘ner Shane Warne
routed England
l 'TL by grabbing six
wickets as Australia took a firm
grip on the sécond Ashes Test
today, reports Reuter.

Australia lead the tourists by
237 runs with seven wickets
in hand at close of play on the
third day at the Melbourne
Cricket Ground.

Warne, who tormented the
English batsmen during
Australia’'s decisive victory in
last month's first Test, once

_again dashed the tourists’

hopes,

After taking three wickets
on Monday. Warne doubled his
tally by removing Alec Stewart,
wicketkeeper Sieve Rhodes
and seamer Phil DeFreitas Lo
finish with figures of six for 64
from 27.4 overs.

Resuming at 148 for four in
reply to Australia’'s first in-
nings 279, England collapsed
to 212 all out, losing their last
six wickets for the addition of
64 runs.

They endured the worst
possible start when Graham
Gooch lofted the first ball of
the day straight back to fast
bowler Craig McDermott.

Australia, leading by 67 runs
on first innings, consolidated
their
170 fér three at the close.
Number three batsman David
Boon was on 64 in partnership
with Michael Bevan, who was
three not out.
~ With two days remaining
and the pitch expected 'to de-
teriorate further, England face
a grim badttle to save the
match.

England captain Mike
Atherton will be looking for his
playtra fo fallow the example

of opener Alec Stewart who re-.

turned to the crease today de-
spite suffering a broken right
index finger.

Stewart, also the reserve
wicketkeeper, suffered the

Fletcher still
optimistic
MELBOURNE, Dec 27:
face a difficult, but not

unachievable task to save the
second cricket Test. against
Auslralia, manager
Fletcher said Tuesday, reports
AP,

- Mike Atherton's st
team faces another tough fight
after Australla dominated Day
Three at the Melbourne
, Cricket Ground.

"l can see us having to bat
through four sessions to save

' the game.” sald Flétcher. "It's

going to be difficult, but not
impossible.”

hardly have got off to a worse

start with veterah Graham

Gooch falllng to Craig
MecDermott's first ball. He fired
a slow full toss t back to
the bowler. . e

"That didn't help
the situation,” said Fletcher.
"We needed Graham to get 70
or 80.

sorts of ways of getting out.

.as a repldcement

zdvantagc by reaching’

Keith

The - tourists’ day could .

"We mmqud to find all -

d lost in Warne web

fracture when he was hit by a
lifung McDermott delivery on
Monday. He made 16 todav
before skying a return catch to
Wamne.

Stewart will miss the third
Test starting in Sydney on
January 1. England decided
woday to summon Jack Russell
p];zﬂl'.'f‘h’ﬁ‘
'3 r for the rest of tour.

E\E’im:a haul took’ his tally
of Test wickets past 150 in
only his 31st appearance for
his country. Fifty of those have
come in eight Tests against
England. '

McDermott also achieved a

CRAIC MCDERMOTT
p:r&nnalr milestione, becoming
Australia’'s second highest
wicket-taker in Test hislory
when he removed Darren

for 20. It took his tally
to 249 with only pace bowler
Dennis Lillee ahead of him on
355.

Australia's bowling perfor-
mance illustrated how much
captain Mark Taylor has relied
on Warne and McDermott.
Spinner Tim May s the only
other bowler who has taken an
‘English wicket during three

Taylor and fellow opener
Michael Slater took a cautious
approach in their bid to ex-
tend Australia’s lead. Taylor

fell for 19 when he was .

trapped leg before wicket by
Gough. then Slater was de-
ceived by spinner Phil Tufnell.

Charging ‘down the wicket,
he was beaten by Tufnell's turn
and flight to be hen-
sively stumped for 44.

Mark Waugh, caught and
bowled by , was the only
other Australian casualty with

_his score on 29,

Close scores from the third
day of the second Test be-
Iween Australia and at
the Melbourne Cricket Ground

AUSTRALIA: Ist innings
279 (S R Waugh 94 no. M E
Waugh 71; D Gough 4-60).

ENGLAND: Ist innings
tovernight: 148-4)
Atherton Ibw b Warme 44
Stewart ¢ and b Warne 16

Hick ¢ Healy b McDermott 23
Thorpe ¢ M Waugh b Warne 51
Gooch ¢ and b McDermott 15
Gatting ¢ S Waugh b Warne 9

' Gough ¢ Healy b McDermott 20

Rhodes ¢ M Waugh b Warne 0
DeFreitas st Healy b Warne 14
Malcolm nol out 11

Tuinell run out 0
Extras: (2-nb, 7-1b) 9
Total: (83.4 overs) 212

Fall of wkts: 1-40; 2-119; 3-
124: 4-140: 5-148; 6-151; 7-

! 185: 8-189: 9-207.

O M R W

McDermott 24 ©6 72 3
Fleming 11 5 30 .0
M Waugh 3 ¥ 11 ©
Wame 274 8B 64 6
May 18 528 1)
AUSTRALIA: 2nd innings

Slater st Rhodes b Tufnell 44
Taylor Ibw b Gough 19
Boon not out 64
M E Waugh c and b Gough 29
Bevan not out 3
Extras: (5-nb, 1-b, 5-1b) 11
Total: (3.wkts, 69 overs)] 170

Fall of wkts: 1-61: 2-81; 3-
157.

Bowling O M R W
Malcolm 12 2 44 0O
DeFreitas 13 2 41 O
Tuinell 27 6 41 }
Gough « 14 3 33 2
Hick 3 2 5 -0

Ackerman amerces

Pak bowler

CAPE TOWN, Dec 27: Wes-
tern Province middle order
batsman Hylton Ackerman put
Pakistan's weakened attack to
the sword by hammering 118
on Monday, reports Reuter.

Ackerman spurred the

: Ip'mﬂnclal team to 330 for six

at the close on the first day of
their four-day match at
Newlands.
~In the absence of fast
bowler Waqar Youmis, the Pak-
istanis lacked penetration on a
n but evenly paced pitch
and failed to capitalise on a
promising start in which
Western Province were re-
duced to 38 for two.

They were rescued t!;,r
Ackerman whose father.
Hylton senior, was regarded as
one of the best South African
batsmen of his generation. He
played county cricket for
Northamptonshire in the late
1960s and early 1970s but was
denied the opportunity of an

mmﬂwmbecaulcnil

the s m isolation caused

Ackerman, who added 141
for the fourth wicket with
Jacques Kallis (53), reached
his centuty with a perfectly-
timed back-foot cover drive
soon after tea.

He was finally caught by
Shakeel Ahmed

while trying to late-cut off-
spinner Akram Raza, having
scored his runs from 175 de-
liveries. He struck 17 fours
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' the Incident,

| trolled myself. but today

Manjrekar sent
off pitch for
~ losing temper

NEW DELMI, Dec 27: Indian
Test cricketer Sanjay
Manjrekar was sent off the
pitch by an umpire who ac-
cused him of using foul lan
guage, report agencies.

.~ Manjrekar. who was leading
in a national champi-
onship (Ranji Trophy) match
in the western city of
Sholapur. was ordered off for a
session on Monday after he ig-
nored a warning from umpire
V L Kulkarni. reporis the

Indian Express.
Alleging that Manjrekar had

| used foul language against um-

piring decisions, Kulkarni is
reported as saying: "He
(Manjrekar) precipitated the
issue for me to take the ex-
tremne siep.

“Generally we try not to be
harsh to players. Manjrekar
had shown dissent twice.”

The newspaper described
which followed
leg before wicket and stump-
ing decisions, as "an aggra-
vated violation of the
International Cricket Councfl
rules”,

:* Manjrekar described the
. umpiring as poor and Kulkarni

“too aggressive,” the news-

s-] have con-
1 de-

cided to let the steam out,” he

was quoted as saying,

Kulkarni said the decision
was taken In consultation with
fellow umpire Nagarajan, but
his colleague was not sure, the

| newspaper said.

"l knew there was some-
thing seriously wrong,
fore 1 could interfere he had
already asked the player to
leave the field,” Nagarajan was
quoted as saying.

"l lost my cool, | admit,”
Manjrekar told 's edi-
tions of the Times of India.
"Many a time | have controlied
myself, but today ! could not. It
just happeged. That's it. -

"We put our heart and soul

into the game. It puts you off

when you get a bad decision. ...

We are also human beings.”
Manjrekar, whose father,

Vijay Manjrekar, was also a

Test batsman, is one of the top

indian batsmen,

Mabhathir's fears

KUALA LUMPUR, Dec 27:
Malaysian Prime Minister
Mahathir Mohamad says his
government is concerned that
widespread betting and cor-
ruption scandals rocking the
local soccer scene will spill
over into the political arena.
reporis Reuter.

He was quoted by local
press reports today as saying if
bookmakers are willing to offer
money to ensure one side in a
soccer match wins, the gov-
ernment was concerned that
this may extend to "election
betting.”

"I am not well-versed in
football... all this while I
thought the winners were
genuine winners and the
losers too were genuine losers.
1 was shocked when 1 heard
about bribery in sports.”
Mahathir was quoted by the
New Straits Times newspaper

as saying

Scandals involving players
alleged to have been paid big
sums of money to influence
soccer matches in the semi-
prolessional Malaysian league
and the Malaysia Cup have
been making the headlines in
recent weeks.

Police have so far detained
50 players including top
names who had represented
Malaysia and also a football
coach.

The Malaysian government
is gxpected to call for general
elections in the early half of
1995, before the expiry of its
full five-year-term in October
1995.
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MELBOURNE.,

Dec 27: Shane
Warne, the scour-
ge of England and
the most cele-

brated exponent

e —— -rJ

of the art of leg-spin bowling,

has Australia’'s Test future
lfterally resting on his
shoulders, reports Reuter,

Or to be precise, his trou-
blesome and occasionally
painful right shoulder.

After a succession of out-
standing performances for his
country, Warne's shoulder has
been showing some worrying
signs of wear and tear.

The nagging injury may be
the only threat to Warne's
emergenc® as one of the
greatest bowlers in Test his-
tory.

After instaling himself as
Australia’'s leading wicket-
taker in each of the last six
Test series, Warne, 25, has
scythed his way lhroulﬂl
English batsmen during.
first two matches of the cur-
rent Ashes series.

His 11 wickets in Brisbane
almost single-handedly led
Mark Taylor's side to a crush-
ing victory, and he repeated
the dose at the Melbourne
cricket ground today.

Another six-wicket haul,
taking his tally to 17 in just
three innings against England,
ensured Australia took a firm
grip on the second Test.

But Taylor s the
potential dangers that could
result from over-reliance on
Warne's ability as a match win-
ner. -

‘It is something we will
have to keep an eye on and
monitor for the future as it's
vital Shane stays healthy."
Taylor said prior to the
Melbourne Test.

One look . at the record
books clearly {illustrates
Warne's importance (o
Australia.

In their last six Test series,
Warne emerged as Australia's
leading wicket-taker, includ-
ing the haul of 34 wickets as
England were crushed in front
nf thcir own spectators last

Warne announced his arrival
in Ashes cricket with the cele-
brated dismissal of Mike
Gatting with his [irst ball
against England, turning the
m prﬂdi;#oully to bowl the
hemused batsman.

‘He's a bit of a wizard.”
commented Taylor fellowing
Warne's performance In
Brisbane.

'SHANE WARNE
"Easily the best bowler on

either side.”
England
Atherton.

Warne took his 50th
English wicket in Melbourne,
his eighth match against the
old enemy. In doing so. he

claimed his 150th Test wicket
in a fledgling career that has
spanned just 31 matches for
his country.

Such exploits compare
favourably with the feats of
1ndl-l -E-l--lll -rounder Kapil

ook 39 Tests to
rtuch the same milestone.

As a result, Warne consoli-

chipped In
captain Mike

lﬂHDJiH Dec 27:
Early goals by
Alan Shearer and
Mark Atkins an

a sweetly struck
< free kick by Gra-
eme Le Saux powered
Blackburn to a 3-1 victory at
Manchester City Monday and
made sure Rovers stayed atop
the English Premier League
standings. reports AP

Hours earlier Manchester
United had temporarily re-
placed Rovers as league lead-
ers by winning 3-2 at Chelsea.

At Maine Road, however,
Shearer struck his 20th goal
of the season and Atkins made
it 2:0 after 16 minutes to give
Rovers an early advantage be-
fore Niall Quinn.replied for
City in the'22nd minute.

ngland Jeft back Le Saux
made sure of the points for
Rovers by curling in a left-
footed free kick in the second
half. .

Brian McClair killed off a
strong Chelsea fightback by
scoring the clincher as
defending titilists Manchester
United gained a 3-2 victory at
Stamford Bridge.

Chelsea, who beat United
twice in the league last term,
hit back from 2-0 down to tie
the game with 13 minutes re-
maining. But McClair aﬂeiu:e

the Chelsea cheers a minute -

later by scoring United’s third.
Frenchman Eric Cantona,
who converted two penalties
‘against Chelsea in United's 4-0
triumph in last season's
Football Association Cup final, '
again scored from the spot for,
his tedm's second after Mark
Hughes had netted the first.

A John Spencer penalty and -

a header from substitute Eddie

Newton tied the game up for .

Chelsea but McClar's winner
put United at least temporarily

tup n!‘ the Premier League

Ncwcntlt rermnained third
after a goal-less tie with Leeds
but now have won only one of
their last nine matches.

Liverpool 'moved fourth
after their first victory in five
games, winning 2-1 at next to
last Leicester thanks to goals
from Robbie Fowler and lan
Rush.

Tottenham continued their
revival under new manager
Gerry Francis with a 2-0 vic-
tory at Norwich., the goals
coming from Nickey Barmby
and Teddy Sherigham. The,
Spurs defence now looks far
more secure than under
Osvaldo Ardiles.

Aston Villa's Ireland captain
Townsend was expelled in a O-
0 game at Arsenal in his first
game since serving a ban for a

previous . sending off.
Townsend was shown the yel-
low card after only 12 minutes
for a foul on Lee Dixon and
saw red, in the second half
after tripping striker Paul
Dickov. :
The other problem for Villa
Is that they still had not won in
six games under new manager
Brian Little and remains third
from last in the standings.
Crystal Palace failed to
score for the sixth game in a
row
Queens Park Rangers.
Nottingham Forest captain
Stuar Pearce missed a penalty
in a goal-less tie at Coventry. '
At Southampton, referee
Graham Poll was the- center of
attention as he booked 11
players and sent off Wimbledon
defender Andy Thorn. Visiting
Wimbledon won 3-2 however,
with Dean Holdsworth scoring
iwice. The game also featured
some awfiul goalkeeping blun-

| A wizard and his shoulder

dated his status as a national
ijdol in this cricket-mad coun-
iry. where he endorses every-
thing frem w to jeans
to Nike sports shoes

Few of those who saw his
Test debut almost three vears
ago. however, would have pre-
dicted such riumphs.

After being hammered for
150 runs in Sydney with only
one indian wicket as a reward,
Warne went wicketiess in the
next Test before being sum-

marily dropped.
On Australia's tour to Sri

Lanka later that year K he re
ceived similar punishment
during the first Test in August
1992

"After the first innings in
Colombo, | started to ask my-
self whether | was
enough to play Test
Warne told a cricket magazine.

“In three Tests " I'd taken
one wicket at a cost of 300
run or something and |
thought this is really bad.”
Warne recalls.

But Allarf® Border. then
Australia’'s captain, had no
doubts, tossing the young. in-
experienced bowler the ball at
a critical stage with the result
very much in the balance.

Warne responded by taking
three wickets at a cost-of 11
runs 1o guide the tourists to
victory. He had arrived.

Border, an avid Warne sup-
porter during his tenure as
Australia captain before his re-
tirement in May. has been
joined in a chorus of praise for
the blonde-haired bowler.

“When Shane is good, he is
very, very good." says coach
and former Australia Test leg-
spinner Terry Jenner. -"And
when he's bad, he is still good.
Shane's worst is better than
some of our best.”

But there are still some
critics who believed Warne has
yet to prove himself fully at the
highest level.

Pakistan captain Salim
Malik, for one, questions the
mystique that envelops Warne
in England and Australia after
leading his side to a 1-0 series
win in November.

and 1lljfene.- held 0-0 by

yesterday's match

today, could only collect a rather pointless

cdlers by Dutchman Hans Segers-

Rovers overtake M United

and Saints’ Zimbabwean Bruce
Grobbelaar.

Guy Whittingham scoréd

twice for Sheffled Wednesday

in a 4-1 triumph at Everton,
the Toffees’ first loss in nine
games under Joe Royle. And-
that was after Duncan Fergusen
had given Everton the lead,

Tony Cottee fired West Ham
ahtnd agaimst last place
Ipswich but Claus Thomsen
leveled for a 1-1 tie.

Division one leader
Middlesbrough gained a 1-1
draw at’ Sheffield United but
had their lead cut to five
points, Tranmere moved sec-
ond after beating Derby 3-1
and Wolves, who have former "
England manager Graham
Taylor in charge, slipped to
fourth after tumbling 4-1 at
Oldham.

Scottish champions
Glasgow Rarigers, who are
chasing their wenth
title in a row, downed
Hibernian 2-0 with goals
coming from Mark Hateley and
Richard Gough,

All for Hingis~

SYDNEY., Dec .27: New
South Wales Open organisers
are delaying naming Jennifer
Capriati as a wildcard for next
month’'s tournament in the
hope of getting Swiss teenager
Martina Hingis into the main
draw, reports AFP. ‘-:'

The Sydney tournament,
from January 9. is set to bring
together for the first time 14-
year-old Hingis with Capriati,
the fallen teenage star in the
second event of her comeback.

Tournament director Barry
Masters is keen to have.beth
players in the draw despite
having only one wildcard left
after giving the other to
Australia’s Nicole Bradtke, the
former Nicole Provis, _

As it stands Masters will
give the free pass to Capriati,
who collected her last tourna-
ment title here in 1993 before
personal troubles persuaded
her to give up. _

Hingis would have to take
her chances in weekend quali-
fying, as her rapid rise to a
ranking of 87 in just three tour
events was not enough for the
28-woman field with a a:ut-nﬂ'
ranking of 52.

For Masters one more main
draw dropout would provide a-
welcome answer as Capriati Is
the next replacement and
Hingis could then have thl

"wildeard.

Hingis will travel with her
school books apd Moeotehr
Melanie, a former ranked
Czech player who named
after Martina Navratilova.

BSJA AGM Dec 30

The annual general meeyng

of the Bangladesh Sports

, .

fice premises, reporis UNB.
Earlier, the meeting was
against Lanka place final of the SAARC cricket tourney scheduled for but de-
Sri for a in the of ferred due the maich of
one wicket win at the\Dhaka Stadium the SAARC ericket tourna-
' ~ Star photo by A KM Mohsin | ..., said a press release.

Journalists Association (BSJA)
will be held on Decémber 30
at 11 am at the association of



