g bertigia, ecducitors. bureau-
crats. physicians. engineers,
lawyers. accountanis. rams-
portation experts and beth
men and women who khave
highly specialized knowliedge
im the Geld of agriculture, in-
dustry and business They pi-
oneer and blaze

Unprecedented Political Stand-off and
its Disastrous Consequences
by T M A Samad |

moving ahead and when strong
and stable democraey was tak-
ing shape into an institution
and a ray of hope was prevall-

Founder-Editor : Late 8. M. Ali

boycotted consecutive
sessions of the parliament. No
less than 20 rounds of
meetings were held to resolve
the political disputes over the
election procedure between
the Government and the
opposition but te no eflect.
The presence of Sir Ninian
Stephen as the facilitator had
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Congrats and Good Luck

This is not to eulogise a truly watershed of a

performance but to buck the Bangladesh cricket
team up on to a glory which they, by dint of sheer

rate any new article clause that
situation demands.

Here again. it is worthwhile
tc point our that election un-

priate in some situations.
The common view regard-

ing leadership is that a person
with charisma generdlly be-

scope and provision to file an
appeal with the Appellate
Division of the Court,
the highest tribunal of law and

| Justice. ing. unfortunately, this politi- comes a leader. The term der a caretaker govermmen! tion arises why are we lagging
grit, have brought emintn:uy within reach. What a Emudm‘!%t;w:::ﬂ! The present scenario can-  cal stalemate has e PO hartema’ 18 commonly de. may not solve the problems. behind and have not been able
break it is for Bangladesh's overall sport situation. the frultful outcome. not be analogous with the. uncertain again. fined as per attractive-  Total package programme in (o include our name among the
Perhaps Bangladesh as a young nation of only two | " o Jiks between the two Government in 1990, | believe that on the plane ness and .ftis easy terms of strengthening of Agian gilants. so to say?

Election Comumission, code of
conduct for the election can-
didates, undue influence,
threats or coerciofi on the op-
ponent is required. Spending
of black money during the
election campaign shouid also
be taken into account.

We are now enjoying free-
dom of speech to some extent
under the present democratic
government, but we should

ktepﬁzthm[hluurm

to think of many leaders who
had charisma but at the same
time there were leaders who
had little charisma but never-
theless were competent in
guiding and rousing others.
Thus it seems that charisma
alone 18 not sufficient pre-con-
dition for leadership. Some

dence. | do hold the opinion other factors must also be pre-
that on the guestion of opposi-  sent.

tion demand for 3-term non- -~ Leadership strésses two dif-
partisan caretaker governmment  ferent aspects, one is the
for holding election, govern- group context and the other is
ment's response to opposition  the situational factors. Other
demand has been such as can factors are unwavering courage

to face any challenge or unto-

of government performance
the BNP record is satislactory,
even though it may not be

spectacular. It is certainly
much better than the earlier

government. But on the plane
of political behaviour individual
as well as collective, the BNF
has failed to Inspire confi-

decades and odd years would gain nationally in
confidence as a result of Monday's dream win,
But we should be worry of euphoria born of
single performances. We do not say the one-run
victory over India A is a freak. Far from that. It
has been very very well earned. Bangladesh's ot-
her two outings were in the same mould as the
winner., 's bowlers were on top of the
battmgpomofallmctlmg\mttuma.mcy
didn't allow any of them to run a riot with the willow.
Wasn't it a case of a restrictive pitch also? .
Could be. But 's batting faced the same
pitch and so far the home team has been beaten
by only one wicket — gid that too on the last ball.

camps. Unfortunately, the which came to power

‘prevailing situation is 'bad
enough and it may perhaps get
progressi WOrse.

it may bg weorthwhile to
mention that the High Court
Division Bench on December
11 decreed the opposition

' as unconstitutional.
The judges observed "there is
hardly any provision in the
constitution that absence
'without léave of the parliament
could be allowed.” Quoting ar-
ticle 87 of the constitution.
the Bench said that an MP
could only remain absent with

Perhaps poiitical .  honegly.
commitment. right person in

governmen

still sticks to its copstitutional

guns while the opposition has

given their non-partisan, neu-

‘tral caretaker government

formula to the government
side. :

in this country. which W we
can overcome. | find no reason
why we will not be able to
achieve the cherished goal to
make this country happy and
prosperous.

In conciusion | may venture
to put forward the following
suggestions 1o resolve the
that is not license. gstalemate before the opposi- .
Freedom is self determination. tion submft their resignation:
and it involves the recognition |) The government in power
of self-responsibility. Sell de- and the opposition should

there are

Bangladesh decidedly is at par with the teams | the permission of the Speaker. — = —— - = Sonis 1o & Sihtans 9
' Lanka. Terming the continuous essence of leadership is that you have to have vision. In many ways implies presentation showing tolerance, prag-
:::*:: b.fufnﬂii &sﬁisﬂgﬁtﬁ:}- could gjff:f _' b-n]r:l:lt by the :ppulltlnn mMWhmmﬂBhMmﬂpWﬁdmmWwﬂhmm :.":nm mutual respect (o
manifest as that is in test sides, no one should members of the Jatlya Sangsad tion not be the other. constitutional crisis

since March this year as ille-
gal, the Judges — Justice Quazi
Shafiuddin and Justice A T
Monowaruddin — asked_ them
to attend the next session
within three days after the
parliament is summoned by
the President.

think they called sides with a mind not to win.
Bangladesh's youngsters are pitting themselves |
against sides very much determined to win and
designed to win.
Wizened by past

cions and misglvings. This is a
matter in which it is impera-
tive that the government musi
not only be correct. but also
patently seem so. To this end,
a radical departure from the
present approach is called for.

ward situation, keen sense of
justice, definiteness of plan,
definiteness of decision, mas-
tery of details,

willingniess to
assume full responsibility, free
from ego and above all, prr-

cratic process.

The government should
also be allowed to con--
tinue for full term Le. five
years as per mandate as
enshrined in the constitu-

two camps within the
the question of adapta-
tion the first one does not

important, to feel as if one 2)
makes a difference. As an in-
dependent citizen of this

ce of frustrating and country all of us should behave

at times regularly nightmarish failures even

where e

tations were very down-to-earth, few

in Bangladesh dared hope for an exception this
time to what has become a rule with our football,
hockey and suchlike Olympic games and sport.
Our resulting fears misled us into underrating our
real worth. Let that not cause our hopes to over-
rate our power which robs one of the will to exert.

Whatever the outcome finally of this year's ses-
sion of SAARC cricket, let the Dec 26 1994 per-
formance herald Bangladesh's time coming of
age. first in cricket and then gradually in the
other branches of competitive games and sport.
Competitive sport can be the best of ambassadors

for a nation, specially

for one placed like

Bangladesh needing all the goodwill in the world.
As for today's final, we wish our team all the

best. If it can bring about the team magic of last -

Monday, then the victory crown could well be
ours. Goed luck Bangladesh.

The hijacking drama of the Air France plane
came to an end with French security forces
storming the Airbus A300. In the mean time the
passengers and crew totalling 239 — 65 of them
had been freed before the end came — had to un-
dergo an awful ordeal of long 54 hours. Since the
four Muslim fundamentalist guerillas took control
of the plane at Algiers’ Houari Boumedienne
Airport on Saturday, four passengers have report-
edly been killed. In the rescue operation con-
ducted by elite commandos of the French secu-
rity force all the four hijackers got killed and two.
or three passengers along with the pilot of the
Airbus were wounded in the crossfire.

Muslim activist groups have long been cam-
paigning for Islamic rule in the country. In the
1991 election they actually won the right to rule
Algeria, but the military rulers suppressed the
election results. This has made the fundamental-
ists more determined and desperate. They have
attacked high government and military officials.
But the hijacking of this plane on the Christmas
eve has so far been their most daring action
aimed at attracting international attention.
Although the western interests are targets,+the
French ones are specially favoured by the radical
Muslim groups in Algeria.

However right may be the cause, we cannot
support hijacking of a civilian plane. Mostly inrnio-
cent civilians — including children and the aged
— become the unsuspecting victims. In this case,
the passengers were really in a holiday mood,
looking forward to reuniting with their families
and 1riends on the occasion of the Christmras.
How shockingly their happy mood turned into
such a frightening experience! French govern-
ment this time may have averted a great tragedy,
but it could be worse. The West, France in par-
ticular, had turned a blind eye to the military’s
manipulation of election results three years ago.
The West could do better if it had extended its

support to Algeria before rather than after that
election. |

Cats Come before Women

The United States was once known as the El
Dorado on earth. It is also one of the few coun-
tries where women can expect equal treatment
with men. But not quite. It sounds unbelievable

that in some respects women fare worse than. | we have

their domestic cats. Yet this is a case that re-
ceived 1 sanctions in no other country than
the US. Yes, Oklahoma State has a law that is
mose sympathetic to the feline species than: the
female of the human kind. .

So obvious is the discrimination that the same
kind of assaults on women and cats in-
vite punishment of differing degrees, In case of
the cruelty to cats the nt may be years
behind the bar but for the same offence commit-
ted against a female is only 90 days' jail. Kicking
or beafing a cat is considered, according to
Oklahoma law, a felony but in case of women it is
simply a misdemeanour. As for the feline of the
domestic animals, there is no such offence as
misdemeanour. The logic therefore is simple: if
the offender cannot be dealt with a lighter pun-
ishment, let him suffer a heavier one.

The Court further declared

drawing of salaries, emolu-
ments, allowances and other
' benefits for the period of their
unauthorized absence from the

t as illegal. The Court

observed that the appropriate
authority could recover the
salaries, emoluments and al-
lowandes drawn illegally by
them during their absence
from parliament through due
process of law.

This is for the first time in

Bangladesh's history that the
Supreme Court has directed
the national leaders to carry
out their constitutional obliga-
tions. But soon after the ver-

dict bomb attack on the resi-

dence of Justice Kazi A T

Monowaruddin is “simply
detrimental to the rule of law
and independence of the
Judiciary. There is always

IR Ninian Stephen has

an enviable record ol pla-

ying his role as a trouble-
shooter in bloody confron-

tations and conflicts in
different places of the world.
Yet how he discharged his
responsibilities in Bangladesh
calls for a proper evaluation.
Neither a sentimental nor a
politically expedient analysis of
his rple as a facilitator will be a
justice to the man. That he
attempted to help solve the
political impasse _ by
demonstrating unusual pa-
tience during his long stay in
Bangladesh deserves apprecia-
tion. _

On his arrival in the cquntry
Sir Ninian made it clear that
the crisis of Bangladesh would
have to be solved by its people
alone. He had came to bring

the ruling party and the oppo- -

sition to the negotiating table.
Clearly, Sir Ninian could not go
by his words. He admitted that
he placed a proposal — one
that was acceptable to one side
but not to the other. His pro-
fessed aim was to'ensure that
the two sides sat together and
patiently continued their nego-
tiations. It is precisely for this
reason t his role was de-
fined as one of a facilitator. He
performed this duty almost
perfectly well.  There was no
reason to hold Ninian blamable
for their failure to reach an
agrecment.

However. that has not been
the case. It would have been
nice if his own admission about
the failure could be taken for
his humility. At this point Sir
Ninian, in a departure from his
original position, came -out
with a proposal of his own. So
he has to take some blame for
this out-of-the-way move.

One of the conditigns, it*s
worth remembering, set be-
fore the dialogue began by Sir
Ninian was ngt to disclose the
subjects of discussion during
the negotiation. A look at the
newspapers makes it clear that
failed to oblige this
t. Are the journalists
to blame? Not at all. The gues-

|- tion is how did the journalists

have access to this secret in-
formation? That Ninian and his
assistants did not disclose the
information can be taken al-
most for granted, Apart from
the responsible negotiators,

Sir, In protest st. non
fulfillment of their demand for
a caretaker ment the
opposition MPs. are going tp
ru_{*\ e€n masse. = .

is would undoubtedly-
create chaos and confusion,

Unfortunately, it seems to be a problem with the ::L“ }:;hﬁd dmm':ﬁ'?ﬁ:

definition of the crime.

In the bargain however women lose. To stretch | our people. - ¢
' We feel that in principle the

the idea men too are likely to lose on the ultimate
count. For once at least the domestic animal has
something to celebrate. They have beaten their

masters in the legal race. This is only possible in:
the so-called land of the plenty. It is for such a

consideration that the federal government does

not always meddle with the states’ differing

rights and privileges. But if such rights at their
best can give demotracy its strength, at its worst

it may, at times, end up creating a mess.

socio-economic condition of

opposition MPs, our law mak-
ers, should fight lawfully and
constitutionally instead of re-
signing from Jatiya Sangsad
and creating law and ordey sit-
uation in the '
As per Article 148(5) of the
Constitution our MPs have
n an oath individually that
having been elected a member
of Parliament he solemnly

whole in
avoid any kind of conflict,
disharmony and disorder, in
society which is not at all de-
sirable by any section of the

people.

i

More than two decades in

the life of a nation in shis jet-
set age is not too brief a span.
But if we heonestly ask-our con-
science whether we have been
able to achieve as much as we
could then the answer per-
haps will be "no." The Asian
countries which were al par or
behind us twenty years ago
have gone ahead of us like the

'Asian growth-tigers like Korea,

Malaysia, Indonesia, China,

Taiwan and Thailand,
After nine years of auto-

What

none knew about the issues
discussed., Most likely the
members of the parties in-
volved did divulge the secret.
That Ninian assumed the
role of a mediator instead of
sticking to his positien as a fa-
cilitator is obvious, But is that a

" crime? - It is impossible to

achieve success in such crisis

t without adopting
this kind of tactics. Such
moves aimed to averting con-
flicts have always been appre-
ciated across the world. If
Ninian would have succeeded
in resolving the crisis through
acceptance of his proposals,
we might not have any reserva-
tion to congratulate him. Yet it
seems there was no need for
his to go public on his coming
up with proposals ‘and their
acceptance by one side and re-
jection by other.

In his interview with the
British Broadcasting
Corporation (BBC), Ninian goes
on record that both the ruling
party and the opposition have
agreed in principle on the
establishment of a caretaker
government. But the way the

tion wants it is not ac-
ceptable to the government.
According to him the dispute”
is about the procedure of gov-
ernment formation. Is the mat-
ter so simple? The dispute is
not about the procedure but
about the nature of the gov-

ernment. The opposition has

proposed for a non-party and

neutral government. On the
other hand, the ruling party
has to form a caretaker
government with representa-

tion from political parties. !

Many in the cﬁuntry are of
the view that none of the par-
ties wants impartial elections.
It is a means rather than a
goal. Of the twp leaders, one

‘refuses to give up power; Lhe

other vows to dislodge the in-
cumbent. If they gave up their
respective uncompromising at-
titudes, it would not be very
difficult to find out a formula
for an impartjal election. Such
arguments are not totally de-
void of truth, but it is impossi-
ble to fully subscribe to the
idea. No denying the fact that

- m—n

swears -that

will faithfully

cratic rule the country was

it should be the spirit of the

t to accept the rea-
sonableness of the opposition
stand and come out from the
rigid postures of constitutional

In view of the above sufio-
cating state of condition. |
would like to ventilate in pin-
pointing, the characteristics of
good leadership which might
help and generate interest to
resolve the political crisis for
the greater welfare of the
country.

The very essence of léader-
ship is that you have to have
vision. Now the question might
arise what is vision? In many
ways it is simply the presenta-
tion of an alternative future to
the status queo. It is based on
_the belief that the status quo is
not good enough. Status quo
may be necessary and appro-

the Conflict is about?

sonal integrity. Understanding
of the realistic problems by the
statesmen who controls the
destiny of a nation is very im-
t. i
~ Unfertunately, most of our
Jeaders apparently lack vision
in terms of political thought,
national integrity and eco-
nomic development of the
country. They are more in-
clined and oriented to their
party interest, personal gains
rather than concentrating
their efforts and sincerity to-
wards solving national crises.
The demand for, caretaker
t by the opposition
stands justified after the
Magura by-election which was
beyond the ethics of electorate
norms and code. We should
keep one thing in our mind

that constitution is made for

the good of the people and
there is no harm to incorpo-

| by M R Sadi

politicians are responsible for
the country's present plight. It

behoves on the politicians — as

they devote themselves to the

. profession — to free society

from troubles and to smoothly
guide it.

The politicians are largely
to blame. But others in society
also contribute to its problems.
Can the bureaucrats claim that
majority of them are honest,
devoted and efficient? Can the
judiciary tell that its majority
members have beéen engaged
in giving the right judgement
without being otherwise influ-
enced?

The politicians also have
some qualities. Neither party's
“ar ts are devoid of rea-
sons. Let's see how strength-
ened they stand in their re-
spective arguments.

ARGUMENTS BY THE
OPPOSITION : "Although the
government has come (o
power through a free and fair
election, it is disrespecting
the principle of neutrality In
elections. We had no decision
on not participating electioen
under this government from
the beginning. After quite a
number of elections under it,
did we complairr against polls
rigging. But the government
did not mend its ways. At last
through the Magura election
the government's direct and

indirect manipulation of voting

was clearly exposed to the
public. There are opportunities
for election rigging through
the abuse of state power. Such
undue advantage can even be
kept hidden from people. So
there is no scope for reposing
confidence in this government.

"Yet we did not carry on
movement against this gov-
ernment for its premature fall.
We want it to fulfil its term. We
have only demandeéd —the next
elections — at least three of
them — to be held freely and
fairly under a neutral caretaker
government. This means if we
go to power, we will have to
give up power before election.
So the movement is not to pull
down a certain party from

S S e e e e e e e R S

discharge his duties and heg why the opposition MPs in-

will not allow his in-
terest to influence the dis-
charge

envisages, "It is the duty of ev-
ery citizen to observe the
Constitution and laws, to main-

tain discipliné, to perform

public duties and to protect
public rty." Moreover
paragraph four of the preamble
of ‘the Constitution says,
;Aurfrm that it is our sacred
y to . protect and
defend Mtuﬂnn and to
maintain its su as the
embodiment of the will of the
people of Bangladesh so that
we may prosper in freedom
and may make our full contri-
bution towards international
ce and cooperation In

ng with the progressive

" dulge

of dutiés as a member.__
of Parliament. Article 21 (I) ~ we have complaints

themselves in illegal and
unconstitutional activities.

Toe be very free and frank
both

against the opposition AL-JI-JP
for strikes, hartals and road

" blockade and ruling BNP for

corruption, irregularities and
misuse of public money in gov-
ernment offices and public
sector — both causing untold
suffering to the people. In this
connection, under the present
circumstances, the coopera-
tion between ruling BNP and
the opposition AL-JI-JP is im-
perative. The opposition AL-JI-
JP cannot do anything single-
handedly. So what is the justi-
fication of.resigning from the
Jatiya

O H Kabir, Dhaka-1203.

power. This is a demand in
special circumstances in the
context of a least developed
society for institutionalising
democracy. And it is practical
too. In 1991, the national
election held under the system
has earned appreciation
throughout the world. If the
ruling party is confident of its

popularity among the people,

it should not have complaints -

against a free and fair election.

"It is well knownt the BNP
was not elected with the man-
date of the majority of voters.
Without help from another
party, it could not form gov-
ernment. The
ported the BNP then Is also in
favour of a caretaker govern-
ment. So it is clear the major-
ity of the people's representa-
tives — or to stretch the idea
the majority of the electorate
— are in fawour of the caretaker
government.”

ARGUMENTS BY RULING
PARTY : "We have come to
power with the mandate of the
people. They have ‘given their
mandate for completion of our
term and hand over power to a

party that sup-

responsibly particularly the
educated people and the privi-
leged class. Previously, we
used to blame the British and
Pakistan rule. Now it's our own
country and we cannot blame
others. We have wasted mu<h

 of our time. Now we should be

determined to build eur coun-
try for future generation to live
with honour and prestige, in
this competitive world.
Furthermore, there is no
denying the [act that the mys-
terious benefactor of mankind
is capital which Bangladesh is
lacking. But it is worth men-
tioning that capital consisis
not of money alone but more
particularly of highly organized
intelligent groups of men and
women who plan ways and

" means of using money effi-

ciently for the benefit of the
public and also themselves.
These groups consists of

democratically elected gov-
ernment. We are pledge-bound
to the people. In the Jatiya
Sangsad after 1991 election
we as well as the opposition
made the commitment to the
people through amendment to
the constitution. The opposi-
tion may forget about their
commitment but we cannot
hand over power to an un-
elected and undemocratic gov-
ernment. .

"Any government not
elected by direct votes of the
people is, we consider, un-
democratic. After the 1990
movement too proposals came
for a few elections under care-
taker government. The Awami
League did not agree, so did
we. The argument then was —
and still is — if a certain sys-
tem has to be established, it
has to be done through contin-
uous practices. If we want to
establish a parliamentary sys-
tem of democracy, we have to
pursue it without a break. If
parliamentary democracy is
placed under the supervision
of an uneletted and undemo-
cratic government, the parlia-
mentary system of democracy
can never get a chance to

OPINION

For the past nine months,
an issue at the centre of na-
tional politics has) been the
boycotting of the parliament by
the Opposition which has led
to a major political impasse.
For one to fully understand the
gravity of this boycott, one has
to know what the functions of
the Opposition are in the, par-
liament. Sir William Harcourt
once asserted that "the func-

tion of an ﬂppﬁsiﬂon is ‘to op- -

pose" — this is not wholly ¢or-
rect because the Opposition
plays much more
in parliament than just to op-
pose. | ,
Before getting into what the
functions of the Opposition
are, it would first be wise to
define it$ characteristics. The

| general characteristics of an

Opposition are:

1. It is organized. The
Opposition is headed and given
direction by the Leader of the
Opposition, disciplined by the
Opposition Chiefk Whip and
Whips, and intellectualized by
its members. Unitedly. the
Opposition questions and chal-
lenges the Government on
matters it chooses to be con-
cerned with. :

2. It is permanen# The
Opposition is not a body that
can be dissolved at one's will.

3. It is representative.
Members of the Opposition are
in the parliament by virtue of
the fact that they have been
elected by their respective
constituencies. Thus, they rep-
resent the people of their
constituencies. 3

4. It is the alternative. The

L]

Opposition is the alternative

government which hopes to

tion s¢ that no bad prece-
dence is. left for future
repetition.

3) The Election Commission

- should be strengthened
and should run on its own
and no influence should be
exerted on it. In this con-
text independent judiciary
is a prerequisite to im-
plement the rule of law
which is again the prereq-
uisite for democracy.

4) If the present crisis can-
not be resoclved through
dialogue, in that situation
the President may inter-

vene his emergency

form a cabinet in® '

POwWeET .

order to hold election or,
alternatively, referendum
about the modality of the

caretaker t on
ron- basis may be
obtained.

flourish. Only through the
practice of democracy can it
be free of defects. So none of
the proposals we have given
far a compromise with the op-
position is bypassing parlia-
ments. Rather on the basis of
representation at the Jatiya
Sangsad. Keeping confidence
in any system other than the
parliamentary democracy — be
it permanent or temporary —
is virtually an expression of no-|

. confidence in the system of ]

parliamentary democracy.

“The opposition has com-
plained against election rig-
ging. They have failed to prove
that through legal means. Even
if we accept for argument's -
sake that some irregularities
have taken place in some elec-
tions, there are instances of
free and fair election under
this government. In some of
those pools, their candidates
have won. Where they won,
they did not protest of irregu-
larities.” :

After all such arguments,
Ninian still could consider it a
procedural problem. But we
beg to differ with his opinions.
There are others who like to
view it as a matter of personal
rivalry. But we cbnsider it a
complex socio-political prob-
lem which needs a broad vi-

sion for its solution.

Role of the Opos.it

| Aref Chowdhury -

come into office when the
Government falls, On the one
side is the Prime Minister, on
the other side the Leader of
the Opposition; on the one
side the Minister of Education,
onl the other side the "shadow”
Minister of Education, and so

™
on.

5.1t is a purt!cipanl. It
helps the Government to for-
mulate national policies and
actively takes part in parlia-

of a vital role  mentary sessions,

. |

Now that the characteris-
tics of the Opposition have
been clearly defined, one will
be better able to understand
its functions. The functions of
the Oppeosition are:

1. Taking part in sessions of
the parliament.
2. Opposition policies

which it deems objectionable

by voice and vote.

3. .Compelling the
Government to altér its poli-
cies by all acceptable means so
that the policies formed are in
the best interest of the nation.

4. Creating a situation by its
voice where the public become
dissatisfled with the way the
Governmént is running the
country and gain more confl-
dence in the Oppesition. In
this kind of sitf@ation, the
Opposition can hope that the
electors will choose it in the
next election to form the gov-
érmment. '

5. Presenting an alternative
programme (o the eleciorate.
It is just not enough to criti-
cize government policies and
hope to come’to power — the
Opposition must make it clear

10N

to the electors on how it will
run the government if elected.

Keeping the characteristics
and functions of the
Opposition in mind, we can
see how it is an integral part of
the political system. The pres-
ence of the Opposition in the
parliameént gives citizens ¢on-
fidence that there is a
formidable body that will not

" allow the Government to do

anything it wishes — the
Opposition is an essential
player in the game of checks
and balances, especially in a
parliamentary system of gov-
ernment. Unfortunately, the
people of Bangladesh will be
deprived of the benefit of an
Opposition as of December 28
and face a national crisis which
may plunge the nation into ut-
ter chaos. .

Opposition's demand for a

neutiral caretaker ment
for the purpose of na-
tional elections. One the




