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NEWS BRIEFS

2 new TV relay
stations

TV relay stations at Jheni-
dah and Patuakhali will be
apenef]l in the first week of
Janugry and the construction
work of Barisal radio station
will also start about the same
time. This was disclosed ves-
terday at the 28rd meeting of
Parlfamientary Standing Com-
mittee on the Iinformation
Ministry held at the Jativa
Sangsad Bhaban with Com-
merce and information Mi-
nister M Shamsul Islam in the
chair. reports UNB.

2 killed in
Gop-lmmdmh

GOPALGAN] . e

people were killed arrﬂ 'irD 111

jured in a clash bHetween two
rival groups at village Ichha

khalt in the district today
Abdur Repzak Mallick. 50, and
Haflz Fakir 35 froms his rival
group died an the spot during
a hour-long clash with Jetha!
weapons. The clash occurred
when the supporters of Ama

nur Rahman of the same village
tried to capiure ithe onion field
of Rerzak Mallick. reports
UNE.

10 killed in US
road accident

TUBA CITY. Az, ex 27 A
head -on collision between 4
pichup truck and another ve
hicle ot a rursd stretch of
highway left 10 peaple dead
authorities said Tuesday The
accidert occurred MMonday
might on the Navajo Indian
Reservation i northerr Arvoo
na. about 65 meles north o
Flagsiaff said [t Kevin fLeer of
the Navajo Nation Fiue Depar
Wl  reporis AR
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' Efforts on to avert

showdown

Both ruling party and
Opposition leaders continued
intense parleys with each
other and among themselves
in a bid to find a last-minute
solution to the country's politi-
cal crisis.

Discussions and behind-the-
scenes negotiations to spare
the country the damaging con-
sequences of an open con-
frontation between the gov-

ernment and the Opposition -

running late into the night,
had remained inconclusive,

However, sources in both
the camps told The Daily Star
that efforts would continue
throughout the day today to
avert the threalened resigna-
tion by Opposition members of
Parliament.

Top ranking leaders of the
ruling party were cloistered at
the Prime Minister's Tejgaon

Star Report

office till well after midnight
while Oppeosition leaders were
huddled at the Dhanmandi
Road-5 residence of Leader of
the Opposition Sheikh Hasina.

Hot-lines were being main-
tained by both sides and spe-
cial emissaries from either
side were shuttling between
the two camps.

Leaders of the three major
Opposition parties who gath-
ered "at the residence of the
Awami League Chief broke off
their meeting at 1:15 am.
Most of the leaders declined to
make any comment, saying
only that they had reviewed
the situation-and discussed
their future courses of action.

Awami League presidium
member Amir Hussain Amu
told this correspondent, "We
are preparing for an all-out
movement, bul negotiations

~ are still on.”

He also said that a settle-
ment at the very' last moment
was not jmpossible given the
good intention on the part of
the ruling party.

"The ball is in the govern-
ment's court.” he said.

Abdul Jalil, joint secretary
of the AL, replying to re-
porters’ questions said: "We
have not received any con-
crete proposal from the gov-
ernment side yet."

He said there had been dis-
cussions on various proposals
conveyed by different inter-
mediaries and added that no
positive response could be
conveyed to the others side
since no formal proposal had
come from them.

Asked if the remaining
points of discord were major

See Page 12 Col 7

i Erekat
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Awami League thef and Leadar nf the Dppnsltmn in Parhnment Sheikh Humn speaking at

an extended meeting of the Awami League central executive committee in the city yesterday.
Awami League leaders Sajeda Chowdhury, Abdus Samad Azad, Abdur Razzak and Tofael

_ Aim“ﬂﬂ are also seen.
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Opposition to reSJgn |

from JS today

By Staff Correspondent

The opposition pagties in
Parliament last night reiter-
ated their decision to resign
e masse because the gov-
ermment did not accept their
demand for a caretaker admin
isiration ito conduet future
general elections.

The opposition had earlier
sel December 27 as the dead
line for accepting the demand.

Briefing newsmen on the
oulcome ol a joint meeting of
the opposition partied at the
Sangsad Bhaban last night.
Chiel Whip of the Oppaosition
Mohiammad Nasim said "We.
the opposition MPs under the
leadership of Sheitkh Hasina.
will submit our resignation let-
ters to the Speaker by 7 pm
tomorrow.”

The joint meeting was
chaired by Awami League chief
and Leader of the Opposition
Shetkh Hasina and addressed
by Moudud Ahmed of the
Jatiya Party and Matiur
Rahiman Nizami of the Jamaat-
e-islami. The meeting was fol-
lowed by separate meetings of

the three parties at the
Sangsad Bhaban

"After our resignation from
Farliament (omorrow, the

country will definitely proceed
towards a confrontation and
the BNP guvrrrtmrﬂi Iu.llnurﬂl have

no moral and legal ground to
stay in power, Nasim told the
NEWSMEer.

Because, he explained. the
€1 masse  resignation by the
MPs representing the majority
voters woitld leave Parliament

as well the government in "an
wrtawiul state.”
Following our resignation

Irom Parliamenti. we'll launch
an oust-the-governmeni agita.
tion on the streets and will
have nothing to demand from
Live BNFP government.” Nasim
warned. "We are pledge-bound
to establish a non-party. neu-
tral, caretaker government to
conduct Iree and fair polls.”
The Opposition Chief Whip
reiterated that they would en-
force a countrywide eight
hour hartal on December 29
and similar hartals in the capi
lal on January 2, 3 and 4 But
there would be no agitation
programmes during the Biswa
lfterna- and the Shab-i-Barat
About thelr decision to re-
sign, Nasim said there was no
instance of en masse resigna-
tion by the elected MPs in the
world for establishing people’s
franchise and democracy. But
the opposition legislators in
Bangladesh were going to do
sa  after much saecrifice. The
See Page 12 ¢ ni-
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Struggle till fall
of BNP govt,
says Hasina

Sheikh Hasina yesterday
warned that a one-point
movement for the ouster of the
government would be started

soon after resignation of the-

opposition members of
Parliament today. reports UNB.

"The struggle will be can-
tinued until the fall of the rul-
ing party ...
ment o oust the governmént
will be started just after the
resignation en masse,” she said
at her party meeting and an-
nounced the next course of
action. ir~luding 6 am to 2 pm
hartal on December 29 and on
January 2, 3 and 4,

Sec Page 12 Col 4
Opposition holds
public rallies
In city today

By Staff Correspondent

Three major oppdsition
parties boycotting Parliament
since last March will hoid
separate public rallies in the
city today demanding general
elections under a caretaker
government.

. The schedule of the meet-

ings, declared earlier. was re-

confirmed through separate

press releases of the parties

last night despite hectic, con-

linuing parleys between the
See Fagr 12 Col |

AL-KHADER (Occupied We
st Bank). Dec 27 Israeli troops
battling Palestindans protesting
the expansion of a Jewish se
ttlement knocked a Palestinian
minister unconscious todav
reports AP

This s the graveyard of the

process.” sald Saeb
minister of local gov

ernment n the Palestinian
el rule authority, after he was
revived, His glasses were
stiashed and his clothes coy

ered with rmud

Erekat said Primne Minister
THzhak Rabin must decide
whether 1o have the peace of
the settlemerts We cannen o
cept this ”

The comdronitation started
wher Erekat joined a group of
vitlagers 1rying 1o biock Jewish
seitiers irosa uprooting olive
Saprings peanted (G protest ex
parimser) of (e Elrat settlerrer!
F: PP e el West Harnk

e Tim ."';.f

peace

Bapeetiers  wmiry

rounded the Jdemonstfalors
and beat them with their fists
and rifle butts. Erekat was
knocked to the ground and
dragged away. The face of one
of his guards was covered with
bl

'he police were necessary

JERUSALEM, Dec 27 Israell
army today expelled 23 Palest)-

uhmnﬁrh‘hthmw
West Bank town of Nablus to the

self-rule Gaza Strip, military
sources said, reports AFP.

"‘bhecanse

there was a civilian
betweenn people and |
believe its the duty ol the po
Hee Lo matmain order. Police
Minister Moshe Shahal said®in
resporise to the incident

The army had no immediate
cenpinen! on the incident

clasi

Farly today., soldiers de
tained & east 50 of the 24
demonstirators  and loaded
CHeeth k) anl army iruck. Four
privtesters were haurt when

Palestinian minister knocked
unconscious by Israeli troops

soldiers punched them,
several Palestinian wamn
lainted.

About 30 lsraelis from the
Peace Now movement had
joined the villagers at an
overnight campsite to protest
the planned expansion. Sol
diers carted off protestors who
lav on the ground with their
hands linked. and pun-ched
those who resisted,

Jewish settlers uprooted
the olive trees planted by the
demonstrasors, _

You have the guns and we
have God with us,' shouted
demonstrator Fatknah Salah.
65, as four soldiers grabbed
her arms and feet and dragged
her away. “This is our land. We
are niol moving from here.”

PLO officials have repeat
edly threatened to suspend au-
tonomy negotiations with
Israel il the governimmen! goes
ahead with plans to construct

Ser Page 12 Col 3

A one-point move-

1
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HSC merit lists
likely to be

revised

By Masud Arif

The combined merit lists of
the Higher Secondary Certi-
ficate (HSC) examinations held
under the Dhaka Board are
likely to be further revised
because seven fresh names
have come up in the lists after
the publication of the withheld

| results yesterday.

The withheld results of
arourid 2500 examinees were
released while the results of
some 400 students were again
withheld because of some
faults, an official source said
last nlght _

These withheld results are
likely to be released in a cou-
ple of-days.

One of the seven fresh
names in the merit list is
learnt to have secured the
third position in the combined
merit list of the Science group.

See Page 12 Col 8

PM urges Pak
govt to take
back Biharis

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia yesterday urged
the Pakistan government to
take immediate steps towards
resolving the issue of the repa-
triation of stranded Pakistanis,
reports UNB. 1

"They want to go to Pakis-
tan. It's a humanitarian issue,”
she told outgoing Pakistani
High Commissionier Anwar Ke-
mal who made a farewell call
on her at her office in the
afternoon.

The Prime Minister men-
tioned that the first batch of
stranded Pakistanis had left

Bangladesh during the time of

former Prime Minister Newaz
Sharif.

Begum Zia toid the envoy to
apprise his government of the
conditiont of stranded Pakis-

t?muinﬂalqlxlﬁh
Aee Fagl: 12 Col 8'
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Hosts face India in final today

Dream faces the sternest
reality today when hosts

Bangladesh take on pre-tour-
nament favourites India in the
final of the four-nation SAARC

.-:_-. l__=.| i e

Pakistan's

gular meet, nrtginally schcd—

Sports Reporter

cricket championship at the

Dhaka Stadinum. The 50-overs-

a-side match starts at 9 a.m.
The finale of this quadran-

Hamid Mahmud is caught and bawled by Upul

Chandana of Sri Lanka during yesterday's SAARC ericket
tournament encounter at the Dhaka Stadium. Match report

on Page 11

Star photo b A KM Mohair

uled for tomorrow, has been
brought forward by a day by the
organisers Bangladesh Cricket
Control Board (BCCB) to avoid
a clash with the Opposition's
half-day hartal programme for
Thursday.

The BCCB decision for a
sudden change in the schedule
came as a sequel to the opposi-
tion political parties’ reported
request to the organisers
Monday night which led to an
emergency meeting of the
participating team managers
during yesterday's playing

The rearrangement. abrupt
though it may appear. how-
ever, isnl likely to have any
affect on the fnalists who
have already had a day off yes-
terday and must have shrugged
off the stress and strain of
Monday’'s cliffhanger.

Surprise winners in that
memorable match, Bangladesh
had to wait until the 31st over
of yesterday's Pakistan Sri
Lanka tie to know their fate

See also Page 11.

Surely they will be going flat
ouf to repeat Monday's dream
performance. On the other
hand. the Indians must be
smarting for revenge.

Bangladesh, who qualified
for the final ahead of the
Pakistanis on a better run rate
had lost (o Pakistan by one
wicket in the tournament
opener. They then went on to
beat Sri Lanka, by five wickets
and India by the narrowest
possible margin — of one run —
on Monday.

India. started
championship
VICLOTY over Srl Lanka in then
first match and followed i1
with- a four-wicket win over
arch-rivals Pakistan before
falling to the hosts

Had Pakistan. who hegan
yesterday s match against the
Lankans with a net run rate of
-0.61, managed to score the
victory target of 148 runs in

Sec Page 12 Col |
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the country.

1993 for National Tree

collective and relentless

We also convey our
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BTC

‘Tree Plantation
Award 1993 to BTC

It began as a fledgling project
in 1980. 15 years ago BTC
embarked on a mission to put
the greenery back into nature.
* Through the span of time, 15
million tree saplings have been
distributed or planted in the
fertile soil of Bangladesh.
We did not rest there. In our

quest to excel we took care of
the trees and nurtured them

nto the mini forests that stand
proudly in the various parts of

The Prime Minister’s Award

Plantation bears a recognition
of our concerted effort, an
inspiration to carry on the
mission forward, into the future.
We share this moment of
accomplishment with all BTC
employees and farmers whose

endeavour has helped fulfil the
pledge we made to the nation.

congratulations to all the
recipiénts of this award and

BARGLADESH TORACTO (OMPANY LIMITED
Commated w o greener Bamglade o :

d




