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King Hussein cal]s Arafat: jodan.

King Hussein telephonet] Yasser Arafat on Sunday to discuss a
visit by the PLO leader to Jordan "very soon’., Arafat's press
adviser said, Reuter reports from Gaza.

The conversation, described by press aide Nabil Abu
Rudeineh as “brotherly and friendly”, was seen as an
indication of a significant warming in relations between the
two, who have quarrelled over claims to Jerusalem's Mushim

holy sites. :
Fire in Russia;claims 7: a2 home

for mental patients in lhc Ural Mountains killed seven
. patients and injured' 18 others, the ITAR-Tass news agency
on Monday, AP says fromi Moscow. :

The fire ‘at the home in the town of Kizel, 750 miles (1215
.kﬂnmu:ril northeast of Moscow, started due to a short
circuit in the institution's worn-out electrical system. The
blaze soon spread to other parts of the building, the agency
said.

Perry to visit Israel Jan 8:us peence

Secretary William Perry will visit Israel next month for talks
on strategic cooperation between the Jewish state and its
clesest ally Washington, the Defence Ministry said on Sunday,
Reuter reports from Jerusalem.

The two-day trip beginning January 8 wilI include a visit to
the northern border with Lebanon, the Israeli army's last ac-
tive front, the ministry said in a st&tcment

Saddam sacks agri minister: .q

President Saddam Hussein diamisae:d Agriculture Minister
Karim Hasan Rida on Sunday, Reuter reports from Nicosia.

Iraqi radio, which reported the change, gave no explana-
tion but food prnduc:uan and priees are major headaches for
the government in Baghdad as its people struggif: under the
hardships of Gulf War trade sanctions.

Arab shot near Rafah crossing:

- Israeli troops shot and wounded an Arab as he tried to cross
from Egypt into the Palestinian-ruled Gaza Strip on Sunday,
the army said. Reuter reports from Jerusalem.

"The man was (rying to enter near the Rafah border
crossing, and an Israeli army forces opened fire, wounding

_him,” an army spokeswoman said.

Ecuador minister dies in mlsha
Ecuador's Minister of Energy and Mining Gustavo Galindo was
killed on Sunday when the car he was driving flipped over on
a Pacific coast road, officials said on Sunday, AFP reports from

The crash occurred early Sunday, sald government
spokesman Enrique Proano. He did; not immediately disclose
the cause of the accident.

Civilian shot dead in S Ecgyp

Suspected Muslim militants shot dead a eivilian and wounded
two police giards when they opened fire at a police station in
southern- Egypt on Sunday, security sources said, Reuter
reports Iromn Assint,

They said the gunmen attacked the pﬂhce station in Abu
Qirqas village in Minya province, killing passerby Mohammed

Futhi Atta, and wnuu:hm, Lwo []{Ill{‘E'ITIE'*T] guardinﬁ the station.
They Lhen escaped.

Landslides klll 12 Filipinos: e

people, including seven children, were buned alive by
lapdslides triggered by-strong rains brought on by tropical
storm Axel, relief officials said yesterday. AFP reporis from
Lucena.

The landslides occurred separately in two remote villages
near Real. 60 kilometers (19 miles! east of Manila last week
at the height Of the stori. said lHuzel Vasquer, a social
welare department olRcial

Blﬂﬂt clalms B 1n Pel'll A lamily of eight.

including two children, died early Chrisunas morning when a
gas lank exploded, firefighters and local news reports said,
AP says from Lima.

The explosion and subsequent fire occurred about 6:30 am
on Sunday in Lima's Magdalena district, a middle-class
neigbourhood on the coast. '

2 L’ITE I‘Ebels Shﬁt dead: Sri Lankan

troops shot dead two more Tamil guerillas on Christmas Day,
ralsing to 11 the death toll in fresh violence over the
weekend in the embattled northeast. officifls said on Monday.
AFF reports from Colombo.

Troops in northern Vettilaikerni gunned down two
Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) guerillas trying to
infiitrate the army's forward -defences In the region late
Sunday, a military spokesman said. -

4 Peruvian soldiers killed: s s

Shining Path guerillas ambushed an army patrol in a region in
Peru's southeastern Andean highlands. killing four soldiers

amd wounding three other troops, militagy guthorities said on

Sunday. Reuter reports from Ayacucho.

The altack occurred on Saturday in Victor Fajardo
province about 260 milles southeast of Lima but the dead and
wounded could not be evacuaied until Christmas,Day due to
bad weather. said officials at the regional military command.

Gunmen kill 4 in Puerto Rico:

Three armed men drove up to an outdoors party in the east-
erm beach tewn ol Luguillio early Christmas Day and opened
fire with AK-47s and pistols on the 100 guests, AP reports
froen San Juan. Puerto Rico

The host. who was awaiting trial on drug charges, and
three others died instantly of bullet wounds, breaking last
year s record number of 951 killings in this US common-
wedlth. Another guest was hospitalised with a bullet in his
thigh. The gunmen escaped from the scene. 15 miles (25
kms} northeast of San Juan

mlodln g Xmas tree kills 2: s

German woman and her 20-month-old daughter
burned to death when their Christmas tree caught fire so fast
that it virtuafly exploded, firefighters said on Sunday. Reuter
reports from Bonmn.

The tree and decorations were set alight by sparkler can
dles on Christmas Eve and blazed so suddenly that the erup-
tion blasted outl the windows of the family's small flat in the
western city of Dusseldor!. The 29 vear old father suffered
severe burmns ba escaped over the balcony along with an unin
jured friend.

Pﬂ.ﬂml‘ Slaill iIl US: A man sonetimes fed by

the local pastor has confessed to kilfing hion. AP reports from
Essex Marviand,

Churchgoers knew something was wrong when the Rev
Sosual Nathaniel Booth didn't show up for Christmas Eve ser
vices. They found his body in his trailer home behind their
church, James Thomas Wood, 24, of Abingdon, confessed to
the killing Christmas morning and wag charged with robbery
'Hﬁd muirder, said State Police Sgt H E Watts

s .
.

Osborne dies: ...

ne: one of Britain's most influential play

hﬂﬁ died at the age of 65 according 1o his agent
the Daily Mafl reported yesterday AFP

Li:ﬂ o
wrights,
Gordon Dickerson
says from Lonmdon
The paper quoted Dickerson as saying (sborpe. who won
an Oscar lor best screenplay with the 1964 film Tom Jones
suffered heart failure on Christmas Eve while in a hospital in

Shroshire
hit Colorado, California:

A mild earthquake shook parts of Lﬂ-iw.ido ori Christrmas Day
hours after an earlier gquake sfruck the high desert near
Death Valley. Calfornia No unuries or major darmnage was re
ported in either quake AP says from New York

The gquake centred in Castle Rock.  about 30 miles (45
kilometers! southeast of Denver. hit at B.0F am local time
{1506 GMT). said Stuart Koyvanag of rthe LS Geological Sur
vey 8 National Earthguake information Centre in Colden
o o
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International s=

Grozny willing to discuss confederation

Russ

ussia ready to end military

campalgn 1n Chechnya

MOSCOW, Dec 26: Presi-
dent Boris Yeltsin' said on
Monday that Russia was ready
to withdraw its forces from the
outskirts of the Chechen capi-
tal and said it was time to end
Moscow's military campaign in
the breakaway Russian repub-
lic, report§ AP,

Yeltsin appeared to be indj-
cating that he was prepared to
resume peace talks with
Chechen' leaders who have so
far rejected his demands that
they disarm their supporters
and abandon their drive for in--

dependence,

"We've reached the moment
when it's possible to wind up
the participation of the mili-
tary and begin the second
stage. to form administrative
bodies in the Chechen repL!;h—
tic," Yeltsin told members! of
his hawkish Security Council.

“We have reached the stage
of restoration of constitutional,
legal order,” he sald, according
to the Interfax news agency.,

Yéltsin said that the army
could be withdrawn to tempo-.
rary points on the borders of

L

e R

the Chechen republic.

Another report by AFP adds:
Chechnya's leaders are ready
to discuss a confederation with |
Russia if Moscow ends its mili-
tary intervention jn the break-
away republic. Interfax quoted
the Chechen vice-président as
saying today.

Zelimkhan ":’d_ndarhiev told
Interfax that the Grozny gov-
erniment accepted "the prlnm—
ple” of talks on ajconfederation
with Russia, provided Moscow
"realy wants to create confed-
eral links w1thnut putung

R oty

.....

Reszdents carry a wuunded Chechen fighter to a car aﬁer ahellmg in the t.crwn nf Argun, near

Grozny on Saturday. .

— AFP photo
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prcﬁaur: by
Chmhn N
'Tht‘: Chechens have more

on

.

Interests in Russia than Russia

has in Chechnya, and we don't
want to lose Russia." said
Yandarbiev, who had been con-
sidered a hardliner among
Chechnya's leddership.

He also said Chm:hl:n lead-
ers were. ready to negotiate
with Moscow without setting

the d rture of the Russian
ea-:peﬂ onary corps as a pre-
condition.

“The situation can be fm:cn

and talks can begin with the -

first stage devoted to the issue
of the presence of (Russian)
troops.;” Yandarbiev said.
Chechen leaders had until
now insisted on the with-
drawal of the estimated
40,000 troops sent by Moscow
December 11 to put down the
secessionist rebellion in the
Caucasus republic as a precon-
dition to any negotiations.
Previous talks between the
two sides all broke down over
the Chechens' refusal to give
up their three-year-old drive
for independence.
. Russians and Chechens

-should try to agree on "a vom-

munique on the situation, to
map out an agenda for the
talks and resolve the oputstand-
Ing* issues step by step
Yandarbiev said.

Yandarbiev' conciliatory re-
marks came as Russian and
Chechen lawmakers were to
hold talks in the neighbouring
republic of Daghestan.

Paklstan orders Ind1a to|
close Karachi consulate

ISLAMABAD, Pakistan, Dec
26: Pakistan ordered India on
Monday to close its consulate
in Karachi. saving it was a
hotbed for fomenting violence
in the city. reporis AP,

Foreign Secretary Najmud-
din Sheikh claimed the gov-
ernment had evidence that In-
dia was behind the strife that
has nearly crippled Pakistan's
largest city. a port of 9 million
people.

"India should be treated as a
state that is sponsoring ferror-
istn.” Sheikh told a news con-
Jerence in the capital, 1slam-
abad. "Obviously we cannot al-
low a centre for sabotage, sub-
version and terrorism to con-
tinue to operate within Pak-

istan.”

Al least 150 people have
died in Karachi since Decem-
ber 1 in feuds between politi-
cal, ethnic and religious rivals.

Sheikh sald police arrested

14 peaple ‘in the past week
who claim they were recruited
by India's secret service'to
create trouble in Karachi. He
said one had confessed being
responsible for a shooting that
claimed 15 lives last year

I New Dethi, a Indian gov-
ernment spokesman said Pak-
istan's allegations
"completely unfounded.”
briefed reporters on condition
he not be named.
¢ Several months ago, Pak-
istan ordered the Karachi con-

- i

were
He _

sul te's staff cut from 64 to 20,
say ng most of the stafl were
intelligence agents.

Earlier Monday, Pakistan
expelled an Indian Embassy
employee, Deepak Thakur, on
charges of spying. India ex-
pelled a Pakistani diplomat on
similar charges a few days ear-
lier. |

"These expulsions are not
going to accomplish anything
and they are certainly not go-
ing to Imprﬂwq relations," said
Partha Sarathi. a spokesman at
the Indian High Commission in
Islamabad. ,

Jndia and Pakistan routinely
trade accusations and (it for
tat expulsions of diplomats are
d Common oeccurrence.

Muslims, Buddhists
clash m Myanmar:
3 killed

MAE SOT. Thailand, Dec
26: Myanmar military authori-
ties have imposed a dusk-to-
dawn curfew in a western town

after a violent clash between .

Muslims and Buddhists which
left al least
[slamnic opponent of the
Myanmar regime said today.
reports Reuter. '

The violen! clash broke out
Iwo. weeks ago in Sittwe in
western Myanmar's Arakan
state when hundreds of angry
Buddhists burned down three
IEI"J‘-':H{I.IEP!-.

The attack on the mosque
was apparently sparked by a
private dispule between a
Buddhist and a Muslim. Three
Muslims were Kkilled and a
number of alher injured in
subsequent clashes, a member

of the insurgent Arakan
Rohingya Islamic Front told
Reutlers

CGovernment soldiers fired
into the air to disperse the
crowds ard military autheorities
trmposed a dusk-to-dawn cur

lew. the source said. The sit-
uation had since calmed down
bhut the curfew remained in

force:. he said

three dead. an -

. e

Diana, the Princess of Wales carries flowers given to her by
well-wishers after attending the Christmas Day service on
Sunday at the queen’s Sandringham estate in Norfolk,

eastern England.

— AFP photo

,'Chinese PM
in Myanmar

YANGON. Dec 26: Chinese
Prime Minister Li Peng arrived

-in Yangon today for talks with

the leaders of Myanmar's mili-
tary junta to cement economic
and political ties. reports AFP,

~ Li. the most senior Beijing
official to visit Yangon, was ac-
corded a 19-gun salute at
Yangon airport, where he was
met by General Than Shwe,
chairman of the State Law and
Order Restoration Council. or
SLORC.

Li. who heads a 100-strong
delegation, was to meet
SLORC’s strongman Lieuten-
ant-General Khin Nyunt this
afternoon.

In an official statement, Li
said his visit would expand re-
lations "both in scope and
depth” between his country
and its southern neighbour.

Arnesen becomes
first woman to
- reach South
Pole alone

OSLO, Dec 26: A 41-year-
old Norwegian has become the
first woman in the world to
reach the South Pole alone,
her- spokeswoman said on
Sunday, reports Reuter.

Liv Arnesen arrived at the
South Pole at 2000 GMT on
Saturday after trudging 1.200
km (745 miles) in 50 days.

"She is the Hrst woman who
has made it to the South Pole

alone.” Arnesens spokes-
woman Wanda Wideroe told

Reuters. _
Amesen, a former teacher,

pulled a sledge weighing 50 kg
and carried a backpack of t5
kg. She will be airlifted from
the Pule on January 6 when a
plane is schediled to arrive at
the UUS research base there,

The Americans invited. Ar-
nesery in for brunch and in-
formed the world of her ar-
rival.

Arnesen. equipped Wllh
both a radio and a satellite
iransnoritier, started her
unaided expedition from the
Hercules inlet near Patriot
Hills on November 5.

Tales of time victim of modern-day war

HASANKEYF (Turkey) Dec
26: The soaring minaret of a
12th ecentury mosque and
houses carved into the looming
mountains give hints of the

many archaeological secrets
the Turkish town of Hasankey{
has vet 1o divulge. reports
Heuier

Arc hasologists believe that
Hawsarikeyl. an important early
Islaniic city, may also yield ev-

idence of Armeryan, Christian
and evenn Judale culure from
before the thine of Christ

jut Hasankeyt has the bad
luck of being in southeast
Turkey. where a modern-day
guerilla war by rebel Kurds

overshadows the Lales of time.
Since two archaeology stu-

dents were killed nearby in
b1 | Lhiave hand (o stop work
ing because | vant find anyone
willbng 10 joim lFaIn. ' Says
(Hus Arik. a professor at
Ankara 'niversity who exca
vated in the area from 1985 o
| %4 |

it was never clear who
praced the car bomb that

killed the students Guerillas
ifrom the Kurdistan Workers
Party (PKK) denied responst
bility. But three years later the
incident still stands as a war
ning of the danger of working
in the region.

Both people and history are
vicfims in the 10-year-old bat-
tle between the PKK and the
Turkish army for centrol of the
overwhelmingly Kurdish sou
theast, which archaeologists
say has been inhabited for at
least 10,000 vears.

The war has killed more
than 13,000 civillans, soldiers
and guerillas and caused the
evacuation of nearly 2.000 vil
lages. many under pressure
from the security forces seek
ing to deny the rebels food and
shelter

For archaeologists, who like
to say they care more aboul
what is happening below the
earth than above it, the tragedy
ol the war also lies In the
knowledge lost because of un
studied ruins in places like
Hasankevt

“It's not my job to be an ad-
vocate for the Kurds or against
the Kurds .... What we do has
nothing to do with denying or
accepling a culture. it's purely
scientific.” says Arik

The situation at Hasankeyf,
and at other siles around the
area, is all the mmore crucial
because Turkey's ambitious
dam projects will one day put
the town and others through
out the region nearby under
water

Archaeologists in the area
are often working agains! time,
irying to finish before (he
southeastern Anatolian project
igap} is fully completed by
2006

But the sound of gunfire can
be a strong deterrent. "Because
of the war there has been a
general slowdown in excava
tions in the area and certain
areas are completely impossi
ble to invesligate,” says Hayat
Erkanal. whose dig near
Nusavbin stopped after the two
students who worked with him
were killed

v site will be gone,

Places like Mount Agri,
where sormme believe Noah's ark
came to rest, are completely
ofl-limits because of heavy
fighting. Four biblical scholars
were kidnapped there in 1991
by the PKK, who later released

them unharmed .

Saome archaeologists say the
pressure ol soon-to-be flowing
water lrom the dams forces
them to continue digging.

Micahel Rosenberg. a pro-
fessor at
Delaware in the United Siates,
has been excavating since
|99 1 al a site near Batman ce-
apite the nearhy fighting.

His dig may show the oldest
exampie of domesticated pig
farming in the world, répre-
senting the point at which
humans stopped being no
madic and shifted to agricul-
ture,

M course we get worried,
but | don't have the husury to
wall 10 years because then the
' he says.

the University of .
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US President Bill Clinton ((), Flrﬂt Lady Hlllﬂr}' *R), and
daughter Chelsea leave church after Christmas morning

services on Sunday in Washington,

- — AFP photo

Off the Record

Where the law prefers
cats over women.

OKLAHOMA CITY: In

the

shtithpr: %fan

Oklahoma, beating a woman could bring 90 days in jail
Kicking a cal is an entirely different matter — that's a felum
that, could mean vyegrs behind bars. reports AP,

"It's absurd.”

said Georgie Rasco of the Oklahoma Coealition

on Domestic Violence and Sexual Assault
Kicking a cat "is horrendous and I'm {hs;{usted by that
Rasco said, "but as a women's advocate on domestic violence

it angers me we dont get the same response judicially when
he goes out and kicks his girlfriend

The disparity emerged recently in two cases involvipg

Clkldhﬂmﬂ Chy police officers.

‘Sgf Aaron G Watson is accused of slamming his girlfriend s
head into a wall. dragging her by the hair. handcuffing her
and kicking her. He was charged with misdemeanor assaul
and battery, punishable by up to 90 davs in jail.

Sgt Wayne M Hlinicky is accused of mahcmualv kicking a

cat at the airport. He's

chargﬂl with animal cruelty — a felony

If ‘convicted, he could be sentenced to yp to five VEATS I
prison and fined up to 5.000 dollars.

Prosecutors say there's little thev can do There are no
misdemeanor statules in Oklahoma for animal cruelty. so any
such charge has to be filed as a felony, Assistant District

Attorney Richard Wintory said.

. Assault and battery, on the other hand. is generallv a mis
demeanor unless a dangerous weapon was used or the vic
Hm's injuries were severe enough The woman allegedly as
saulted by Watson suffered a ruptured ear drum.

. "We dop'l get to a felony until we get to maiming.” prose

cutor Gary Ackley said.

Schools take measures to
I L] -
curb growing lesbianism
SINGAPORE: Singapore laces a growing problem with
teenage girls turning to lesbianisni. a report said today, savs

" AFP,

At least five schools have set rules forbidding girls from

mixing with tomboys and banning very short haircuts,

al

cording to the New Paper tabloid.
. The schools took the measures because they were faced
with the problem of an increasing number of girls pairing off

with girls, it said.

‘It is a worrying situation with counsellors and psychia
trists warning that these girls may be unable to have normal

relationships in future.”

the tabloid said. It added that more

schools were requesting talks on homosexuality.
The New Paper. cited three youth psychiatrists as saving
they were seeing more teenage girls with leshian tendencies

“This is confirmed by youth conselling agencies.”

it said

i The newspaper said it identified two distinct groups after
speaking to about 25 schoolgirls aged between 14 and 18
years having relationship with other girls.

One group comprises tomboys who cut their hair short,
bandaged their chests. dressed like boys and had very femi

nine girliriends.

The other group congisted ni girl-next-door types from
middie-income families. Many were attractive and dressed

trendily and were wooed by their tomboyish 'boyfriends’ with
expensive presents, dinners ‘and outings to the disco.

1989 military crackdown

COLOMBO, Dec 26: Presi-
dent Chandrika Kumaratunga
created three regional comm-
issions on M ay to inve-
stigate the disappearance of

thousdnds of people -since

1988, reports AP,

The probe will cover insur-
rection by a Marxist group,
military action and an ethnic
conflict.

international human rights
organisations have reported
that up to 60,000 people van-
ished during a 1989 military
crackdown on a two-year in-
surrection by the Sinhalese
radical People's Liberation

" Front against the then federal

government. Killings contin
ved in 1991 and 1992

The commissions will alse
mvestigate the vanishing eof
thousands of Tamils in (he
separatist war lor an indepen-

| dent homeland for the minor

ity Tamdls i Sri Lanka. :

Lankan gommissions to
probe disappearances

Though the ﬂhnli' conilict
started in 1983, the commis-
sions will restrict their inves-
tigation into the incidents
since 1988,

The commuissions will re-
port their fAmndings to the
president within four months.
said the presidential secre
tariat in a press release

The commissions will in-
quire into the evidence avail
able to establish such allega
tions, the present whereabouts
of the persons concerned, the
idefitity ol the persons respon-
sible. the legal action which
can be taken and the reliel

which may be alforded to par-

. ents and dependents.’ the
presidential secretarial said.
The commissions are

headed by retired judges, pro-
lesgors and lawyers.

The minarity Tamils allege
discrimination al the hands of
the majority .-ﬂnﬁlhne



