Hosts take on India today |

Hosts Bangladesh take on
strong favourites India in the
penultimate league engage-
ment of the SAARC cricket
tourney at th€é Dhaka Stadium
tocday

A win, to be the biggesi
pset of the ongoing four-na-

AKRAM KHAN

tion meet, should it happen,
will not only be a source of
double delight for the hyped-
up cricket buffs but also a pos-
sible place in the final for
Bangladesh. the only country
in the meet without a Test sta-
fais,

After the fourth day of the
week-long meet, India are vir-
tually through to the final with

Usha blank
Police

Usha Krira Chakra blanked
Bangladesh Police 6-0 in one
of the two Green Delta Insu-
crance hockey league matches
“af the Hockey Stadium yes-
terday, reports UNB,

Sadek scored four field

goals while Kamal and Kjﬂmat
nﬂled one api:cc
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full points from two outings.
The second Indian national
squad, which began its cam-
paign with a 44-run victory
over 5rt Lanka and followed it
with a four-wicket victory over
arch-rivals Pakistan only yes-
terday. is under no existential
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obligation of winning today's
tie.

Although it will be quite
taxing to take the lield again
24 hours after a major match,
it goes without saying that the
Indians will be on their toes to
avoid any spot on their clean
sheet of record so far.

The enthusiasm revolving
today's match has reached the
intensity ©of -optimistic
crescendo. Overtures to the
Almighty for most sought after
Bangladeshi Euccess have been
galore.

Even Foreign Minister

Mostafizar Rahman, who is also

the president of the Bangla-
desh Cricket Contrel Board
(BCCBJ). is one of those feve-

rishly patrigtic cricket lovers
seeking divine intervention.

Meanwhile, after a convinc-
ing victory over the Lankans

following a gritty performance

against Pakistan, the mood in
the local tent is guite upbeat,
Despite being pitted against
the most balanced team in the
fray, Bangladesh skipper Ak-
ram Khan sounded confident
of pulling off a sensational,

PRAVEEN AMRE

"As underdogs, ‘'we have

nothing to lose. The boys are .

relaxed and ready and we e
Pect to field the same side that
worn against Sri Lanka," said
the burly middle-order bat.

There was, however, con-
cern over Minhazul Abedin's
fitness in an otherwise ha
Bangladesh camp. Minhaz, the
stalwart of the Bangladeshi bat-
ting, strained his calf muscle
in the previous match.

But the former national
skipper expressed determina-
tion of playing. "If I'm even fifty

per cent fit, I'l play.”

Customs win

CHITTAGONG. Dec 25 :
Land Customs Club beat Killol

Sangha 2-0 in the Mayor Gold'

Cup football tournament at the
Chittagong Stadium here to-
day, reports ESS,

-+ Mehedi and ‘Kaisar scored
one goal each for the winners

Alderman joins -

WACA bashing

PERTH. Dec¢ 25: Former
Australian Test superstar
Terry Alderman has joined a
bitter row between ex-star
players and the Western Aus-
tralian Cricket Association, re-
ports AFP. '

Aldérman, a former swing
bowler who was sacked from
his position as coach with the
association last year, said here

Saturday, "In the last few years ;

there have been far too many
disgruntled players who have
left the scene ...

at every turn that you see (at
the association).”

Alderman’'s sacking came |
after the sacking of

not long
former Test batsman Graeme
Wood, who led the state. to
three successive Sheffield ti-
tles. \ :

Alderman’'s outburst was
prompted by the controversial
sacking of former Test wick-
etkeeper, Tim Zoehrer, for al-
legedly being “"disruptive.”

- Zoehrer, 33, was .dropped
from the side at the start of
the season to make way for a
New South Wales import,
Adam Gi]christ, 10 years his
junior.

Alderman said that, in ad-
dition to former players who
parted company on a bitter
note, current players were be-
ing treated badly:

.One of the worst cases, he
said, was the treatment of vet-
eran state opening batsman

and former Test player Mike

Veletta, who had been over-
looked for the state captaincy
at the start of the season when
Damien Martyn, 23, a rank
outsider for the job, became

the youngest regular skipper

in the histnr}r of Westerrr Aus-
tralia.
Mdcﬁnan gave his vif:ws

after former Test and Western

Australian captain Kim Hughes

called for an inquiry intp the
association after the state's

worst start to a Sheffield
Shield season in 33 years.

PARIS, Dec 25 :
From the start
Martina.- Navrat-
ilova was always
going to be the
major story in
tennis in 1994,

waollen's
writes AFP.

The Czech-borm American,
facing a 38th birthday in
October and having dominated
the game [or more than two
decades, made it clear in
January that she intended to
retire al the end of the year —
come what may.

Her final season reaped one
more title, a victory at the
Paris Indoor Open in February,
to swell her astonishing record
tatal of career singles wins to
167, but her bid for, a tenth
Wimbledon crown just failed.

Playing in her 22nd con-
secutive eampaign at the All-

England Club, Navratilova:

surged through to the final, but
hopes of a fairy tale ending
were thwarted when she lost
to surprise opponent Conchita
Martinez. The Spantard, who
had also beaten Navratilova in

‘the Italian Open final two
months earlier, scored a 6-4,
3-8, 5-3 win

Navratilova, who won 556
Grand Slam titles and who
reigned as world number-one
for a record 332 consecutive
weeks hack in 1982, was still
ranked eight when she made
an emotional farewell at the
WTA's end-of-season champi-
onships at Madison Square

rden where she was beaten

the first round by eventual
“wrinner Gabriela Sabatini.

Stefli Graf, still carrying the
credibility of women's Lennis
largely single-handed after the
stabbing on court of arch-rival

%

to swﬂrp all before “her until
she was beaten by a "new-look”
Mary Pierce in the semilinals
at the French Open.

That was when things began
to go wrong.

A shock first-round defeat
at Wimbledon against the ex-
perienced American - Lori
McNeil was followed by a deci-
sion to skip the Federation
Cup finals in Frankfuri. and
although the German player

“NAVRATILOVA

stormed back to win San Diego
in August by outplaying major
rival Arantxa Sanchez 6-2, 6-1

'— the Spaniiard got her own

back by beating Graf in the fi-
nal at the United States Open
the following momnth.

For the rest of the season
Graf struggled. Back and foot
injuries aggravated her bid to
recapture’ her form and she
lost again to Pierce in. the
semi-filnals at the WTA
Championships.

Spanish players enjoyed a
marvellous season.
the

Waldstadion without dropping
a set.

it was the last year that the
competition, which was
launched in 1963, was played
under the old system which
grouped 32 teams for a week-
long play-off,

In future the event, which
has altracted a record entry of

1994 : The end of Navratilova era

semifinal showdown with Graf.

She didn't stop there, She
hammered out a 6-2, 6-2 win
against the world number-one
and would probably have done
the same against Sanchez in
the final had rain not ferced

the match to be postponed for
24 hours. As it was Pierce, who

led 3-1 in the first set, was

83 nations for 1995, will be eventually beaten 4-6, 4-6.
run along Davis Cup lines.

With Seles absent,

Navra-

STEFFI GRAF

tilova retiring and Graf
showing signs ol wear and
tear, the season was marked by
a search for new stars,

The big-hitting, 18- yenr—nld
Pierce who had separated from
her controversial and often
violent father’ twelve months
before, looked as though she
might fit the bill.

Formerly tense and unsmil-
ing. the Canadian-born French
number-one turned up at
Roland Garros with new
American coach Nick
Bollettieri looRing a com-
pletely different player.

Three weeks later Piegce
madc a tearful exit from

~ TRACY AUSTIN
Wimbledon without hitting a
ball after coming under relent-
less pressure from Britain's

tabloid newspapers eager to'.

exploit her father's criminal

past.
Reports that one of the

newspapers was planning to
smuggle the father, a con-
victed bank robber who was
banned from attending all
tournaments after being
ejected from the 1993 French
Open, Into the All-England

or are still on
the scene. There are problems

Sport
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—

Club proved to be the final -

stiraw. Pilerce withdrew and
went into hiding with her

Indian opener vlkmm Rathore crouches on his bat a:l’t.er bemg dﬂfeated h_v a delivery from
Pakistani left-arm spinner Nadeem Khan that kept fatally low to end his innings for 33 in
yesterda}r s encounter of the SAARC cricket tournament at the Dhaka Stadium.

— Star photo by Amran Hossain
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Will Rams

move?

ANAHEIM, Calif. Dec 25:
Will the Los Angeles Rams jilt
Southern California for a new
home in St. Louis?

like a soap opera that
keeps its viewers hanging on

for the surprise plot twist. the

Rams have kept their fans in
suspense for months with this
will-they-or-won't-they saga.

Uncertainty about the Na-
tional Football Leagues team's
future overshadowed the ac-
tion Saturday in what could
have beeri the Rams' last gave
in Anaheim, reports AP.

If it was the end, th& Rams
gave their fans unpeasant me-
mories with a 24-2] loss to
the Washinfton Redskins to
finish the year at 4-12.

The club is being wooed by
the offer of @ new domed sta-
dium in St. Louis, a city that
has sought an NFL team since
losing the Cardinals to Phoenix
SEVern years ago.

‘It seems inevitable. A.Il the
signs point that way,” Don
Bridge of nearby Chino Hills
said about a possible move. "I'd
still like, to hope that since

. they haven't signed on the bot-

tom line, there's still hope "

But few fans kidded them-
selves that owner Georgia
Frontiere wouldn't move the
Rams. who are projecting a
loss of about six million dollars
in bankrupt Orange County this
year.

The Rams have had serious
negotiations with St. Louis
although there's no timetable
for announcing thtlr inten-
tions.

Several fans blamed Fron
tiere, who inherited the team
after her husband, Carroll Ro
senbloom, died in 1979

Her alleged crimes? Inept
management. lack of football
knowledge and heing chieap
with player salaries.

Fan support has dwindled
with the team's fifth straight

l season of double-digit losses

More from
Sino connection

BEIJING, Dec 25: China's
Tianjin Track and Field
Association suspended coach
Bai Lin, trainer of top Chinese
discus thrower Qui Qiaoping

who was found taking illegal

drugs at last October's Asian
Games, officials said today, re-
ports Reuter.

“Bai Lin has already bﬁen

. suspended from work and is

under investigation to see how
much responsibility he should
take." ‘a spokesman for the as-
sociation said by telephone.

Bal Lin is to be called to
Beijing for questioning into
whether he was involved or.
knew Qfu was taking the per-
formance-enhancing drugs,
the spokesman said.

“If Bai is found to be re-
sponsible for the drug-taking,
he will be given due punish-
ment in accordance with in-

ternational regulations on
track and field sports.” the of-
ficial said.

@iu has been sent back to
her home province of Central
Sichuan and a decision on how
she will be punished will de-
pend on the results of the in-
vestigation of her coach, said
an al of the state training
team.

it was the first reported in-
vestigation of a coach in con-
nection with the recent dop-
ing scandal that has touched
12 Chinese athletes in involved
in the Aslan. Games in
Hiroshima.

Qiu falled a random dope
test for anabolic steroids prior

kn l;ht Games and was immedi-
tely vﬂthdrnwl:i from China's

athletic team. . : i

|[England weary of Warne

~ MELBOURNE,
{  Dec 25: Australi-
an leg-spinner
Shane Warne is
likely to pose the
: biggest threat to
an!:md s chances of victory
when play resumes on Monday
following the Christmas rest
dav in the second Test in
Melboyrne, reports Reuter.

England. one-nil down in
the five-match series, hadﬁ
of their best days-of a trou
tour on Saturday. reducing
Australia to 220 for seven after
captain Michael Atherton had
put the home side in to bat on
a damp pitch.

But in doing so, he almost
certainly condemned his side
to bat last against Warne, who
took a career-best eight for 71
on the final day of the Brisbane

Test, on a pitch which will be

six days old if the match runs
the distance.

Footmarks were clearly evi-
dent on the pitch as the first
day's play unfolded and
Australia’'s top-scorer Mark

Waugh, who battled his way to -

71 in 155 balls said: "Shane
can .turn the ball on most
pitches and as the game gets

older, | think the spinners will

come more into play.

Warne, with 45 wickets in
seven Tests against England, is
a past master in exploiting
pitches showing signs of wear.

He proved that not only in
Brisbane, but also in
Melbourne, his home ground,
two years ago. Then, he took
seven for 52 on the final day of
the second Test against West

Indies to secure an Australian

AL LA Y .

CROSSWORD By Eugene Sheffer

Waugh added: "We would
have batted if we had won the
toss with two spinners in our
side aud the match set to go
six days including the rest day.
- "We thought about the
prospect of bowling if we won
the toss. but they took a lot of

- grass off the pitch before play

and | think it could get a bit
uneven. You'd probably not
want to bat last given the
choice.”.

‘SHANE WARNE

England team manager
Keith Fletcher agreed that
Warne and off-spinner Tim
May could cause his side prob-
lemis later in the match.

*The ball should turn late In
the game, and their two spin-
ners are big spinners of the
ball who will turn it on most
pitches,” he said.

But Fletcher added post-
tively: "We think the pitch will
be at it's best for batting on the

second and third days and so if
we can build up a big first in
nings lead that should give 1/~
our best chance ol wininiing

Only Mark Waugh. his twin
brother Steve. with an un-
beaten 61 and David Booni. who
made a battling 41, resisted
for long against an England
side which turned in an im
pressive all-round perfor
marnce.

Pace bowlers Darren Gough
and Philip DeFreitas, and
spinner Phil Tufnell claimed
two wickets apiece. and the
fielding. so often criticised on
the tour so far. was also sharp

DeFreitas produced a bril-
liant stop and throw from
cover to run out opener
Michael Slater. while Graeme
Hick took two excellent diving
catches al slip.
~ But Fletcher denied that
England s improvement in
form was due to the appear
ance of chairman of selectors
Ray [llingworth, who arrived in
Melbourne on Thursday night

THy spoke to the plavers
before tl.e Test and empha-
sised what I've been saying for
the last six weeks that they
should believe in themselves
and that they were a top side
in August and couldn't sud
denly be a bad one now.

"But the credit for
Saturday's performance should
go to the players. not to Illy or *
myslf.” said Fletcher.

The England team and offi-
cials, along with wives, chil
dren and girlirtends. enjoyed
their traditional fancy dress
part_',r and lunch on Christmas
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