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India made heavy weather

of an apparently undemanding

winning target before carving a
four - wicket victory over tradi-

tional rivals Pakistan in yester-
day's crucial match of the four-
naiton SAARC cricket tourna-
meni-al the Dhaka Stadium.

Appallingly inconsistent
wickel ine ble tenta-
tiveness of the upper order
led to moments of worry if the
Indian camp. but the theoreti-
cally most balanced outfit in
the fray steered hame in 33
overs, pesting 123 for the loss
of six wickets to overhaul the
paltry Pakistani total of 120 in
47 overs, three short of the
regulation quota of 50 overs.

Yesierday's win. India's
second after a facile 44-run
trfumph over Sri Lanka on De-
cember 23. virtually assured
Praveen Amre's men of a final
slot in this quadrangular seri-
es. On the other hand. Pakis-
tan_will now have to heat the
Lankans by a handsome margin
lo avert a premature elimi-
nation from the week-long
tourney

it hosts Bangladesh beat
India by an emphatic margin,
hvpothetically improbable the
proposition might sound to
many. though possible for the
puritans who believe cricket is
a game of glorious uncertainty,
Rameez Raja’s men would have
nothing to do but rue their
low-scoring habits.

Pakistan's aggregate in the
previous two. matches, 288
runs. 1s the lowest compared
to India's 305, Bangladesh's
135 and Sri Lanka's 305.
Already the hosls enjoy an
edge over the Pakistanis and if
the higgest upset takes place,
the representatives of the
wurlid champions in the in-
stant version of the game will
have little choice but to im-
prove their scoring records in
the last league match.

For the Indians, who have
been battered by the Pakistanis
sverywhere for the last few
vears at intemational level, it
was some sort of a reprieve.
ot 1o menton thelr unbeaten
record at the Dhaka Stadium
spanmning the last four encoun-
LETS

In the morning, Test-dis-
card Salil Ankola rightaway
vindicated his skipper's deci-
siort 10 bat first, striking very
eiarlv in the Pakistani innings
when the right-arm seamer
tastled opener Raja. whao
Alopped for the second succes-
sive match, for nought with
the¢ scoreboard reading nine.

Prashant Vaidya made thi-
ngs even worse for the first
users of the painfully under-
prepared wicket, sending back
Ghulam Ali nine runs later for
four

When Ankola struck again,
inducing an edge from opening
hat Sajid Ali. Pakistan were
precarjously placed at three
for 29, From then on the fate
of the match was quite percep-
tible with the batsmen coming
and going at regular interval.

Although, Zahid Fazal, Ljaz
Ahmed (jr} and Naeem Ashral
(ried to initiate some sort of a
fightback. a paltry Pakistani to-
tal was an unavoidable reality.

A 32-run partnership for
the fourth wicket between
Fazal and Ahmed plus a gritty
32 from left-hander Ashraf
spared the second national
Pakistan selection from closing
their campaign well short of
one hundred. '

Fazal, who produced a su-
perlative 98 against India at
Sharjah a few years back. made
a chancy 20 while Ahmed was
senit back for 22.

indian wicketkeeper Vijay
Yadav, who was later named
the man-of-the-match by the
Bangladesh Cricket Control
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Board (BCCHB). had a happy
hunting time behind the
stumps. effecting three dis-
missals plus playing his role in
a run oul.

Prashant Valdya had the
best analysis of three for 23 in
nine overs while Utpal Cha-
tterjee made the most of the
pressure applied by the sea-
mers earlier to mop the tail,
claiming three for 28 in his
nine-over spell.

Ankola picked two and vice
captain Rajesh Chauhan one
but wunfortunately the most
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economical bowler of the
team, Venkatesh Prasad, who
conceded only 13 runs in his
nine overs. rgturned empty-
hangded.

A modest targel ahead and
plenty of overs in hand, India
were given a sound start by the
openers and the first wicket
fell at 37 when Arun Kumar
misjudged an Aamir Nazir de-
livery that moved fractionally
away from him and offered a
rather simple catch for the
man behind the stumps, Rifa-
gat Ali. Kumar made seven.

Vikram Rathore, the other

opener. appeared Lo have
things well under control be-
fore being undone by a

s
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Action from vesterday's India-Pakistan match of the

Nadeem Khan left-armer that
kept Jow. Rathore sent the ball
io the fence on three occa-
sions in his 58-ball 33.

Skipper Amre didn't guite
justify his claim for a recall in
the Indian Test squad when
the right-hander, in a rather
amateurish fashion, weni after
a Naeem Ashrafl delivery that
moved away from the off stump

only to nt a regulation
catch to Sajid Ali at backward
point.

Atul Bedade, reputed for his
bullish batsmanship, couldn’t
get a chance to deliver his

-
VIJAY YADAV ...

s as he was run out by a
brilliant throw by Sagqlain
Mushtaque from mid-wicket.
The hard-hitting batsman

managed only one. .

With six down at 109 man-
of-the-match Yadav took owver

m-0-m

and alongwith Chatterjee at

the other end. steered India
home with no further damage.
Yadav danced down the wicket
and heaved Mushtaque over
the -wicket for a huge six
that landed in the stands to
end the chase.

When the diminutive Indian
wicketkeeper-cum-batsman
reiurned to 'pavilion after gn
well-made 31, the Indians
were well past thé winning

SAARC cricket tournament at the Dhaka Stadium
yesterday. India confirmed a passage to the final with a

four-wicket win.

. — Star photo

SA-NZ 2nd Test begins today

DURBAN, South
Africa, Dec 25:
South Africa. mi-
nus retired skip-
per Kepler Wes-
=< gels, meet a New
Zealand side bereft of any
signilicant match practice re-
cently in the second Test star-
ting at Kingsmead on Monday.
reports Reuter.

The tourists recorded a
memorable 137-run win in the
first match of a three-lest
series in Johannesburg last
month but have since syfiered
five losses and a no-result in
the Mandeéla Trophy one-day
series.

Their preparations were
further disrupted in Paarl

e

against Boland last week when

both teams were bowled out on
the first day on a sub-standard
pitch and the match was called
off after just one over on the
second day.

“1 was pretty annoyed at
that,” said New Zealand cap-
tain Ken Rutherford. “After
the debacle of the one-day
series we needed a nice three-
day -match to let the batsmen
get in’ and make some runs
and the bowlers to have a good
long work-out as well. Jt's very
disappointing but | hope it
won't affect our preparations.”

South Africa, meanwhile,
will be without Wessels who

captained his country in 16
Tests after their return to the
international fold. Wessels, 37,
who also represented Australia
24 times, has suffered from
recurring knee injuries
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New Zealand will be without
all-rounder Dion Nash. who
sirained his side during the
first Test, bul as compensation
their most experienced and
successful strike bowler Danny
Morrison réturns after an in-
jury-disrupted year.

They must now decide
whether Chris Pringle, who

was ruled out of the first Test
with a broken finger. takes
over the third seamer's duties
irdm Richard-de Groen.

"Richard did a fine support
job at the Wanderers but Chris
is a gregarious character and a
handful for the opposition on
the field which might make
him worth his place,” Ru-
therford said. _

South Africa have dropped
seamer Richard Snell from the
side who lost at the Wanderers
and included two uncapped
players in Boland batsman
John Commins and the young
Transvaal quick bowler Steven
Jack as well as veteran off-
spinner Pat Symcox in a pre-
liminary 13.

TEAMS

SOUTH AFRICA: (from)
Andrew Hudson, Gary Kirsten,
Hansie Cronje (captain), Daryll
Cullinan, Jonty Rhodes, John
Commins, Brian McMillan,
Dave Richardson, Craig Ma-
tthews, Fanie de Villiers, Ste-
ven Jack, Clive Eksteen, Pat
Symcox. ;

NEW ZEALAND: Bryan
Young, Darrin Murray, Stephen
Fleming, Martin Crowe, Ken
Rutherford [captain). Shane
Thomson, Adam Parore. Ma-
tthew Hart, Simon Doull, Chris
Pringle or Richard de Groen,
Danny Morrison.

target — 123 for six In 31.3
overs.

Scoreboard ol the Pakistan-
India match in the four-na-
tional SAARC cricket tourna-
ment at the Dhaka Stadium:

PAKISTAN:
Ramerz Raja b Ankola 0
" Sajid Ali ¢ Yadav b Vaidya -
Ghulam Al ¢ Yadav b Ankola 4
Zahid Fazal ¢ Ankola :
b Chatterjes 20
aj Ahmed ¢ Yadav b Vaidya 23
Naeem Ashral bw Chauhan 32

Rifagat Ali ¢ Bedade b Chatterjee |
Saglain Mushtaque run but 14
Nadeem Khan b Vaidya i
Moshin Kamal ¢ Amere

b Chatterjer 2
Aamir Nazir not out 4
Extras: flb-7, nb-4. w-5) 16
Total ; (47 overs) 120

Fallof wickets: 1-9: 2-18;
3-29: 4-61;: 5-69; 6-70; 7-99,
8-110; 9-118.

Bowling O M R W
Prasad ' 9 2 13 0
Ankola 100 2 2B 2
Vaidya g 2 23 3
Chatterjee g 0 27 3
Chauhan 10 1 256 1
INDIA:

Rathore b Nadeem Khan 33
Arun Kumar c Rifagat

b Aamir Nazir 7
Dravid Ibw Mushiaque 16
Amere ¢ Sl All b Ashraf 5
Bedade run out 1
Yadav not out J1
Chaulian |bw Kamal 0
Chatterjee not out 0

Extras: (b-12, Ib-2. nb-9, w-7) 30

Total: (for six wickets 33 overs) 123
Fall of wickets: 1-37; 2-61;

3-77; 4-78; 5-108; 6-109.

Bowling: OM R W
Aamir Nazir 9 0 28 1
Mohsin Kamal 4 0 15 1
Naeem Ashraf 10 O 30 1
Nadeem Khan 8 2 14 1

]

Saglain Mushtaque 4 1 21
Result: India won by four
wirkets,
Man-of-the-matcht Vijay
Yadav (India).

TODAY'S MATCH
Bangladesh vs India

Culprit trio

comes clean

KUALA LUMPUR, Dec 25 :
Three of 51 soccer players
detained in a huge corruption
investigation have confessed to
fixing matches in Malaysia's
professional league, the Sun
Newspaper reported taday.
reports Reuter. :

The Sun quoted a senior
police officer as saying the
trio, from the Selangor team,
made the ' confession on
Thursday.

But the police officer said
investigations are continuing
as the confession might not be
enough to charge the soccer
players in court.

. They are among five
Selangor team players de-
tained after the side was bun-
dled out in the semifinals of
the Malaysia Cup tournament
three weeks ago.

The Sunday Star newspaper
said police were now extend-
ing their investigations abroad
as several foreign players in
the 16-team league could be
involved in match-fixing.

The Sunday Star said police
were investigating the Pahang
side in the match-fixing alle-
gations.

Police picked up two
Pahang players after the team
lost 4-0 to Singapore in the
Malaysia Cup tournament final
last weekend. Police sources
said several more are expected

/to be detained by the end of

——r

this year.” .

Football officials were not
available for comment.

Police accelerated their
crackdown on match-fixing
towards the close of the
Malaysia Cup tournament and
made almost daily arrests of
players throughout the coun-

try.

They also arrested a third
bookmaker, nicknamed the
Southern King, last Wednesday
and are investigating his con-
nections with bettings syndi-
cates outside Malaysia.

Another two bookmakers
arrested in October were ban-
ished Lo remote districts for
two years under Malaysia's
emergency laws.,

Police sources said previ-
ously that close to 100 players
may be arrested and detained
for questioning by the end of
the investigations.

The Bribery scandal in
Malaysia and Singapore blew
up after Singapore anti-corrup-
tion officials arrested Czech

. striker Michael Vana and a

Singaporean referee in August
on charges of fixing six
matches in Malaysia's 16-team
professional league. Vana re-
turned to his home counitry
while on bail. '

Title retained

BANGKOK, Dec 25: Thai-
land's Saerr Sor Polenchit

 stopped Danny Nunez of the

Dominican Republic. in the
11th round Sunday and re-
tained his World Boxing Asso-
ciation flyweight title, reports
AP.
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CATCH

OF THE MATCH: Man of the match Vijay Yadav, the Indian wisketkeeper is

. 1| Romario best

&

abont to

fling himself acréss the turf to snap the snick provided hv Pakistani hateman Ghulam Ali off
the bowling of Salil Ankola during the top billing of the SAARC tournsment which turrerd

cut to be an ex

pectational fiasco at the Dhaka Stadium. India maintained a clean slate in the
clash of the subcontinental titans here with a four-wicket win. — Star photo by A K M Mohsin

- -
in Brazil
SAD PRAULO. Dec T Nomna
rio. who played a key role in
Brazil s World Cup victory. has
been voted the country's foot-
baller-of-the -year., reports AFP.
More than 200 Brazilian
journalists cast their vote for
the Barcelona-based striker.
The late Formula One
Grand Prix star Ayrion Senma.
killed when his Williams cra-
shed during the ltalian Grand
Prix last May. was named
sports personality-of-the- year
Brazilian league champions
Palmeiras was veted team-ol-
the-year.

BEXIMCO
football

Tangail beal Gazipur district
2-0 n the BEXIMCO national
school football tournament yes-
terday, reporis UNB.

At Tangail, Aziz put the
host side ahead in the 22nd
minute of the first half while
Zeaul Hasan settled the issue
in the 16th minute of the sec-
ond

Al Jessore, Bagerhat de-
fealed Jhalakati 2-0. Tutu
scored both the goals.

At Natore. Rajshahi edged
Rangpur district 4-2

Sylhet overcame Sunamgan)
4-2 in the' Ue-breaker at
Comilla. The match ended in a
one-all draw in normal time.

Coates'
distinction

CHICAGO, Dec 25: New
England's Ben Coates on Satur-
day set an. National Football
League record for most recep-
tions by a tight end In a
season, reports AP

Coates 96th catch, early in
the fourth quarter of the
'Patriots’ game against the
Chicago Bears. moved him p !
Todd Christensen, who had 95
receptions for the Los Angeles
Raiders in 1986.

Coates entered the seasons
final weekend as the AFC's top
receiver.

The Patriots beat the Bears
13-3 for thetr seventh straight
victory. Thyy niso secured a
spot in the playoffs for the first
time since 1986.

Rise of Sarsfield, fall of Milan

PARIS., Dec 25:
AC Milan, whose
fortunes reached
great heights be-
fore plummeting
to low depths in
1994, and Velez Sarsfield
dominated 1994's premier
club competitions in Europe
and South America, writes
AFP.

Velez Sarsfield beat Sao
Paulo on penalties to win the
Liberadores Cup, but it was a
low-key affair compared with
Milan's stunning 4-Q win over
Barcelona in the European
Champions Cup.

Milan overturned most pun-
dits predictions that Barce-
lona's maverick attacking flair
would be too much for Milan's
defensive solidarity and
discipling.

Goals from an inspired
Dejan Savicevic, rejuvenated
Daniel Massaro, who hit two,
and surprise package Marcel

Desailly shocked Barcelona's

future World Cup stars Hristo
Stoichkov and Romario.

Unfortunately Milan were
not to know the heights they
had scaled that fateful night in
Athens on May. 18 would only
tee them up for a dramatic
plunge to earth with a series of
disasters the following season,
'~ Montenegrin Savicevic, who
scored the best goal and cre-
ated the other three, would
have been let go had Milan
coach Fabio Capello had his
way.

Bul the confidence of club
president Silvio Berlusconi in
his favourite player was fully
vindicated in front of Milan’'s
30,000 out of 40,000 total
crowd that night. ;

Suspensions to central de-
fenders Franco Baresi and
Alessandrp Costacurta looked
set to give Barcelona a free

path to goal. But Milan's mid-
field hardly ever let them get
that far and then used the ball
intelligently -to create scoring
chances.

At the end, "Barca” coach
Johann Cruyiff conceded his
side had lost to a better team.
“Milan deserved to win. They
moved the ball around better
than we did, won all the im-
portant tackles, stretched us
at the back and got their play-
ers in behind our defence.”

Capello said his team played
an extraordinary match. "We
knew Barcelona's strengths
and went out to play on their
weaknesses. QOur tactics and
approach were dictated to
some extent by the players we
had available, but I couldn't
have asked any more in the
circumstances.’

Velez Sarsfield won a poor

two-leg final over Sao Paulo,
champions for the past two
seasons, and won the event for
Argentina for the first time in
eight years.
i Both teams won their home
legs 1-0 before Velez went on
to win the penalty shoot-out 5-
3.

Sao Paulo, who had shortly
beforehand sold many key
players, were unrecognisable
from the Tele Santana side
which dominated the compe-

~tition the two years before.

Perhaps the 100 or so matches
in various domestic competi-
tions took its toll.

But Velez Sarsfield went on

to win the Intercontinental

Championship with a 2-0 win
over AC Milan in Tokyo to fur-
ther justify their status as
South America’s best.

But Milan's demise merely

mirrored their terrible
1994/95 season up to late
November. They only lost

three league matches last sea-

son. But by October 26, their
aggregate loss to rivals Inter
Milan in the [talian Cup was
their sixth defeat this season.

Also, it was the same day
European governing body
UEFA confirmed their pun-
ishment for an incident in
which Casino Salzburg keeper
Otto Konrad was hit on the
head by a half-full plastic bottle
in a European Champions’
League match Milan won 3-0 at
the San Siro.

UEFA upheld a two-point
deduction from Milan and
ordered them to play their
next two home matches at
least 300km away [from the
San Siro. s

Milan's superiority of the
last decade, summed up by
their 58-match unbeaten
[talian league run eventually
broken by Parma's Faustino
Asprillia in March 1993,
looked light years away.

However. AC Milan man-

aged to claim a quarter-final |

spot with a win over Casino
Salzburg in their sixth and last
Champions’ League match on
December 7.

In the top half of March's
quarter-finals, Bayern Munich

face IFK Goihenburg and
Hajduk Split play Ajax
Amsterdam.

A repeat of last year's final
is impossible as both AC Milan
and Barcelona are in the bot-
tom half of the draw. Milan
play Benfica and Barcelona face
Paris Saint Germain. who won
all six Champions' :League
matches.

In the 1993/94 UEFA Cup,
Inter Milan gave the San Siro a
European double as they beat
Casino Salzburg 2-0 on aggre-
gate. But like their neighbours
AC Milan, European success
brought dismal domestic form.

Indian mcketkeeper Vijay Yadav goes on his knees to run Pakistani Saglain Mustaque out

during the crucial SAARC cricket tournament match at the

Dhaka Stadium yesterday.
— Star photo by A K M Mohsin
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By December 3, Inter were
eighth in the table. 10 points
behind leaders Parma.

England, through London
side Arsenal in the Cup
Winners' Cup. won their first
European competition since
Manchester United won the
same competition in 1991 at

" the expense of. Barcelona in

Rotterdam. ,

Striker Alan Smith scored
early on against Parma in
Copenhagen, and thanks to
sterling defence, Arsenal sti-
fled attacks by Sweden’s
Toemas Brolin and Gianfranco
Zola to win 1-0. '

In the 1993/94 European
league, AC Milan earned their
third consecutive Italian title
three points ahead of Juventus,
through defensive parsimony.
But just 36 goals in 34
matches was hardly the stufl of
which legends are made.

In France, Paris Saint
Germain apprised the title
away from a five-year tenure in
southern port town Marseille.
Again, defensive solidity was
‘the bedrock of their win, but it
made Portuguese coach Artur
Jorge few friends. :

In fact club officials made it
clear Jorge would go at the
end of the season despite win-
ning the title and reaching the
semifinal of the European Cup
Winners' Cup. '

Spain's fourth consecutive
ltaig_ e title in the 1993/94

n, was gifted to Barcelona
when all seemed lost. This
year, Deportivo la Coruna
threw away their chance of
first league championship.

The two previous years
Tenerife upsets over Real
Madrid handed Barcelona the
title as the Catalonians kept
their nerve on the last day.

But Deportivo la Coruna's

.slip must surely go down as

one of the greatest Spanish
mishaps of all time.

Miroslav. Djukic only needed
to convert a last-minute
penalty to win the league, but
his tame kick was easily saved.
Barcelona, who beat Sevilla 5-2
on the last day, deprived their
north western rivals on the
last day.

Real Madrid finished fourth
after being crushed 4-1 EZREEI
Zaragoza in their last match

Bayern Munich won their
l14th championship since
1970, but it was overshadowed
by their controversial match
against Nuremberg Munich,
pipped at the post by Werder
Bremen after leading for virtu-
ally the whole 1992/93 season,

wiped out that painful memory
as the trophy went back to

Bavaria.

Munich beat Nuremberg 2-
1, but television evidence
proved Thomas Helmer's goal
should not have been given be-
cause- it clearly went wide of
the post.

However, Munich won the
replay 8-0 and went on to win
the title days later by a point
from Kaiserslautern



