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NEWS BRIEFS

Gano Forum
rally today

By Staff Correspondent

Gano Foruan will hold a rally
in front of the Jatlya Press
Club in the city today at 4 pm,
says a news release. Party chiefl
Dr Kamal Hossain and other
central leaders will address
the rally. The rally will be ol
lowed by a procession

Shahjahan Siraj MP. along
with his lollowers. will join the
BNFP today. Siraj 1oid BSS last
night thai the jeining cere-
mony woutld be held al 4 pm
al the Prime Minisiers Hare
Road office

fire kills 2 :
MUNICH (Germany) Dec
%!:’: A father and his fve-year
son died when their house
caught fire early on Christmas
Day. police said The manﬁ
three other clildren escaperd

by jumping from a window
The 38 vear-old man and a

neighbour caught the children

as they jumped The [ather |

then weni back into the house
to rescue the fourth child, bt
both died in the blaze police
shid. The cause of the fire n
the Bavarian village of Re-
icherishofen was naot tmmes

ately known. police said. re

ports AP

e, creigs, es @ Atee
wreddn e e
Wﬁtﬂsmﬂﬁ rw:uﬁm
o3 offfagra, st

ﬁcwfll'[ ﬁ!ﬂl: r."'tﬂ,!

a!mrrn!i

LTS —
witén o @Ea wiedey feara e wewefem -
madn et s o AR A geua fagw afeww

AN THIAFTE

vae A Tuha s 6191, (PRI RLLL0¢, ouk) Y |

m i e e U ST

Hectic parlevs began vyes-
terday between the ruling
party and opposition leaders 1o
end the present political im-
passe before the threatened
resignation of the opposilion
MFs on December 28,

Ruling party MFP Shahidul
Hugq Jamal held several rounds
of talks with Awami League
chief and Leader of the Oppo-
sition +4in Parliament Sheikh
Hasina and BNP Chairperson
Prime Minister Begum Khaleda
Zia, it is reliably learnt.

BNP Secretary General
Abdus Salam Talukdar, Spea-
ker Shaikh Razzak Ali and
Shahidul Hugq .Jamal. the
Chairman of the Red Crescent
Society. reportedly held sepa-
rale ‘meelings with two senior
Awami League leaders at an

Last-minute parleys
to end impasse

By Asiuzzaman

undisclosed venue. informed
sOUTCes said,

But the outcome of the day-
long parleys could not be
known because the leaders’
were not available till 1:15 am
last nighl. -

A family member of Salam
Talukder told The Daily Star
that he returned home around
11:30 pm but left apain around
midnight after receiving a
phone call.

A man who received the
phone at Jamal's residence
around 1:00 am said: “he is
now at the Prime Minister's
residence.”

Je confirmed Jamal's day-
long programmes and said
"something is expected to be
worked out.” He could not
elaborate.

DHAKA MON DAY DECEMBER 26, 1994

Deputy Leader of the
Opposition Abdus Samad Azad
and Chief Whip Mohammad
Nasim were not at home till
late last night. Their family
members could not confirm
their whereabouts. _

Meanwhile, some sources
said that a number of Western
diplomats showed their inter-
est to help resnlve the political
crisis.

US Ambassador David N
Merrill called on Begum Zia on
Saturday at her Tejgaon office.
Details of the meeting were
not 'available but a PM Office
source said the US ambassador
expressed thanks for
Bangladesh's active participa-
tion in the UN mission in
Bosnia.

See Page 12 Col 4
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A.u;um degup {hlt‘f and Leader of the Uppusltmn n
Parliament Sheikh Hasina vacated her Minto Road resi-

dence yvesterday.

— Star photo

Hasina vacates

her official
residence

E_',r Staff Correspondent

Leader of the Opposition in
Parliamrent Sheikh Hasina
yesterday quit her official resi-
dence, three days before the
opposition members' planned
resignation from the Jatiya
Sangsad on Décember 28.

*There is no justification of
sta in a government house
since we're resigning! she toid
newsmen at 29 Minto Read
just before she left the house
in the evening.

The Awami League chief
will now stay at the Dhan-
mondi residence of her
scientist-husband Dr Wazed Ali
Miah at Road no 5.

"I'm not fighting for myself.

8 I'm fighting for people's voting

right," Hasina said before her

- depad ture around ¢:15 pm.

Mayor of Dhaka Mohammad
Hanif accompanied the Leader
of the Opposition to her new
residence.

Befgre leaving the ufﬁl:rlal
residence, she asked her staff
to deposit all government ma-
terials properly.

A three-member delegation
of the Biswa ljtema was the

See Page 12 Col &

Over 1000 Chechens killed : Moscow

Grozny now a ghost town

GROZNY., Dec 25 After
nearly a week of intense bom-
bing. the capital of Chechnya is
beroming a ghost town. Grozny
was eerily calm today, and the
remnaining residents searched
for food and shelter amid the
ruins. reports AP

Heavy fighting was reported
in vilages outside the besileged
city. but the wvastly outnum-
bered Chechens showed no
sign of meeting the Russian
demand Lo capitulate. Russian
jeis returned late in the day
and bombed Grozny

Meanwhile. In Moscow, se-
nior members of the Russian
goverrunent mel ahedd of a key
session of President Boris
Yelisin's Security Council that
is scheduled for Monday

The press service of the

Russian government reported
hefty fighting near the town of
Argun, 15 kilometres east of
Groznv. the Interfax and ITAR-
Tass news agency said.

More than 1,000 Chechen

JEDDAH, Dec 25: The
Organisation of the Islamic
Conference (0IC) today voiced
‘grave concern' over the conflict
in the breakaway republic of
Chechnya and appealed for an

snd to the fighting, reports AFP.

fighters: were killed, the gov
ernment sald. The report
could not be independently
confirmed. The Interior
Ministry claimed to have had
no losses over the past 24
hours. but there was no word
aboul casualties ammong Russian
Arny units.

Early Sunday in Grozny, few
people were on the stireets of
the ruined city. Some strug-
gled to salvage their belong-
ings from amid the rubble,
others foraged for fopd and
still others whose homes were
in ruins sought new shelter.

Chechen leaders say hun-
dreds of people have been
killed in the fighting that
erupted after Russian troops
marched into the breakaway
republic two weeks ago.

Much of Grozny was without
electiricity or heat.
Telephanes worked sporadi-
cally. Already short of power,
hospitals were running out of
medicine and bandages.

The Kremlin has vowed to
continue the military action

See Page 12 Col 6
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A group of children meet Santa Claus at a Christmas Day

celebration in a eity hotel vesterday

— Star photo

Christmas
celebrated

By Staff Correspondent
The Christian community of
the country, as eiséewhere In

the world, yesterday cele-
brated Christmas — their

greatest religious festival,
commemorating the birth of
Jesus Christ.

The festival began at differ-
ent churches gcross the coun-
try with the ringing of bell
midnight Saturday. The com-
munity members decorated
and flluminated their houses
on the occasion.

In the capital, the holy
masses were held at different
churches including the St.
Mary's cathedral at Kakrail,
Holy Rosary Church at Te}-
gaon, Holy Cross Church at
Laxmibazar National Seminary
at Banani, . Christian's Chur-
ch at Asad Gate and Kafrul
Catholic Church.

The day was a public holi-
day.

The members of the com-
munity decoraled their home-
steads with Christmas trees
and cut the Christimas cakes
amid carol singing.

The Christian devolees —
male, female and children —
were seen parading the stre

See Page 8 Col |

Publication
of text books
delayed

By Staff Correspondent

With only six days left for
the 1995 academic session in

the country's high schools to

begin, the printing of text

books for the students is still
to be completed.

In previous years, the text
books were printed within
~December, sources concerned

%Jf to shortfall in newsprint

produclion at the Khulna
Newsprint Mills (KNM) this year,
the enlisted publishers of the
National Curriculum and
Textbook Board [NCTB) has not
yet recelved adequate supply of
papers for printing the books.

Sources in NCTB hinted that

completion of the publication of
text books might take another
two months. The publishers,
during their meetings with
NCTB Chairman Md Khurshed
Alam twice recently. requested
him to take up the maitter with
See Page 12 Col 7

By Staff Correspondent

Leader of the Opposition in
Parliament Sheikh Hasina yes-
terday assured Biswa Ijtema
leaders of not calling any hartal
between the 5th and 17th of
Jarmuary.

According to Awami League
(AL} sources, Hasina told a
four-member “Biswa Ijtema”
delegation at her Minto Road
residence that she had all the
good intentions for the Ijterna
and would not support any agi-
tational programme which may
cause any fnconvenience to the
devotees.

The annual three-day Biswa
ljtema begins at Tongi on
January 7.

The Opposition is thinking
of calling a series of half-day
hartals from Januar].f 2, AL
sources ssdd-. -

Leaders of the cnmhincd

opposition will meet today to

decide their action program-
me after December 28, the
deadline set by the opposition
MPs for resigning from Parlia-
ment unless the ruling party
mm:f:des the demand for a
heutral. caretaker government
to conduct future general
elections.

To realise money

borrowed by

her brother
By Staff Correspondent

A sister. claiming to have
lent money to her brother,
turned up at his Dhanmondi
residence, along with some

arrned youths, yesterday and
fired shots injuring one Rintu
Mahmud, police sources said.
Mahmud, who received se-
rious bullet injuries in his ch-

est, was rushed to the Dhaka
Medical College Hospital.

The enraged sister, Nasim
Banu, after being arrested by
Dhanmondi police. alleged she
had Jent five lakh taka to her
brother Waker Hossain, a few
months ago. but now he was
refusing to repay the money.

According to witnesses,
Banu, along with four young
men. came to Hossain's house
at West Dhanmondi and
started shouting for repayment

See Page 12 Col 7

hij

ALGIERS, Dec 25 : Algeria
rejected today a demand by Is-
lamic fundamentalist hijackers
of a French airliner to be al-
lowed to take ofl from Algiers
Afrport, and France said it had
offered to send crack troops to
help end the hostage drama.
report Reuter. AP,

Terrified passengers spent
Christmas Day under the guns
of Muslim militants, who killed
two hostages and demanded to
be flown out of Alglers.

Three more hostages were
released today amid tense ne-
gotlations by radio between
authorities in the ceontrol
tower and the group of five
gunmen speaking from the
cockpit of the Air France plane
at Algiers’ airport.

That raised the total num
ber freed to at least 60 since
the jetliner with 227 passen-
gers and 12 crew members
was commandeered shortly
before takeoflf Saturday, offi
clals sald Alr France earlier
put the number ol passengers
at 271.

One former hostage de-
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Indlan paceman Prasant Vaidya mducf:s Pakistan ﬂpenr.-

Sand Al

into an away- from-the- body

swish and

wicketkeeper Vijay Yadav is perfectly poised to pay the
batsman for his prodigality. (Detailed story on Page 10).

— Star photo by A K M Mohsin
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Seismic survey for oil
from Jan 4 likely

By Sharier Khan

Cairn Ple ol Scotland and
Holland Sea Search ol the
Netheriands are likely to begin

seismic survey in the Bay of

Bengal for exploration of oil

and gas on Janary 4
e two companies have

engaged (wb other foreign
firmis to carry oul preliminary
survey in the shore areas and
the Bay near the Cox's Bazar-
Sandwip region. tdentified as
Block- 16, Peirobangla sources
sacl

Racal Survey, one of the two
lirins, has already established
siirvey reference points on the
shore

Bigicon, the oiher contrac-
tor, has begun scouting the Bay
with a local tug boat.

A specially equipped survey
vessel — the Rosseal — will ar-

rive shortly to carry out the
stirvey for 25 to 30 days. de-
pending on the weather in the
Bay. the sources said.

It will cost US dollars
30.000 daily to hire the
Rousseal. Any delay in clearing
the arrival of the vessel by the
authorities would cause losses
to both the fgreign companies

and the gotvernment. they
added.
The vessel will explore

some 1500 km of the Bay and
also provide training to
Petrobangla experts.

After completing the seis
mic survey by February, Caim
Plc and 5ea Search will pre-
pare for the drilling of hydro-
carbon reserves which is likely
to begin by November or De-

See Page 12 Col 8

scribed how one of the vic
tims, an Algerian policeman
who was a passenger. pleaded
for his life before he was shot
in the head. "He screamed
Don't kill me. | am married, |
have a child.” said the woman
who spoke on condition of
ANOTIYTHtY

The standoil. which cap-
tured world attention, was the
mosi dramatic attack staged by
Muslim guerillas who have
been waging war against Alge-
ria’s military-installéd govern-
ment for nearly three years.

Foreign Minister Alain
Juppe. who said about 40
French nationals remained on
the plane. told a Paris news
conference that France "has
put the means of intervention
on alert.”

He sadd France could send
in Lthe force. reportedly a
group of elite commandos, "if
the Algerians accepl.’' Juppe
later joined a crisis Cabinet
meeting led by Premier
Edouvard Balladur., who spoke
by ielephone with Algerian
Prime Minister Mokdad Sifl,

'Tense negotiations to end
ack drama : 60 freed

The Algerian government
risked criticism from the op-
position for appearing too
closely linked to Paris if they
allowed an intervention. Alge-
rian security forces said they
had their own  intervemtion
team standing by.

It was an Air France plane
that Israeli military comman-
dos rescued in Entebbe,
Iganda in July 1976 by killing
the Palestinian and Wesi Ger-
man hijackers. Three passen-
gers were killed and 104 were
freed. One lsraeli comunando
also died.

The gunmen reportedly
demanded the release of
Abassi Madani and A Belhadj,
No. 1| and 2 leaders of the
banned Islamic Salvation
Front, from house arrest.
later backed off the d :
sald an Algerian Interior Min-
istry official on customary
anonymity.

Armed with at least two
Kalashnikov assault rifles and
two autormatic pistols, they still
demanded the plane take off
for an undisclosed destination,
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ITALIAN CAHRARA, PERLATO SICILIA. £
BOTTICINO, INDIAN KESSWARI GREEN,
MALAYSIAN AND PAKISTANI MARBLE

s-r"""-

-ﬂ'ﬁ-q,. i % - F

L e e e R = .

]

Fenchugan,]

power plant

begins trial
L]
operation

FENCHUGAN.J (Sylhet}, Dec
25: Finance Minister M Saifur
Rahman' formally inaugurated
trial production of the 90
megawatt comhined cycle
power plant here Saturday, re-
ports UNB.

The power plant, compris-
ing two 30 MW gas turbine
units and one 30 MW steam
turbine unit, has been built at a
cost of Tk 404 crore with the
Japanese assistance,

Scheduled to be completed
by November, 1995, the plant

went into trial production 10
months ahead of schedule

When completed, the
power plant would not only
augment power supply in the
national grid but would also
stabilise the distribution pos:
tion in this part of the country

Synia-Israel peace
talks end

without result

DAMASCUS. Dec 25 Syriarn
Israeli peace talks in Washing
ton have ended without resul
the official Syrian news agernicy
Sana saild today. reports Reu
ter.

Sana said Israel had made
“impossible demands™ during
the talks which opened at the
US State Department on Th
ursday.

"Meetings for the exchange
of views between the Syrian
and Israeli sides ended in
Washington without reaching
any specific results.” Sana said

It said US Middle East co
ordinator Dennis Ross was ex
pected to foHow up the dis
cussions with the Syrian and
Israeli ambassadors after the
Christmas and new year holi

Sana saild the chief of sraft
of the Syrian armed torces
Major General Hikmat Shihahy
angd_ Svrias ambassador ¢
Washington, Walid al Moualer®
took part in the talks with
their Israeli opposite numbers

Zail Singh
dead

CHANDIGARH, Dec 25 Zail
Singh. the first Indian pres
dent from the minoritv Sikh
community and the head ol
state during a Sikh separaii=
insurrection, died Sunday
nearly a month after he was in
jured in a road accident Iie
wias 78 reports AP

Singh. who was president
from 1982 to 1987. suffered
complications after incurring
multiple fractures when his
car hit a truck on Nov 29

Doctors said he
breathing problems. kidney
failure and had to have a
pacemaker implanted to regi
late his heartbeat, The exact
cause of death was not an
nounced

See Page 8 Col 2

Interview of BNP
nomination
seekers Dec 29

Persons who have submil
ted their applications seeking
BNP's nomination for the by
elections to Bakerganj-6. Brah
manbaria-6. Sherpur-3 and
Natore-3 constituencies have
been requested to remain pre
sent for interview at the
central office of the party
(28/1. Nayapaltan, Dhaka) on
December 29 at 8 pm, reports
BSS.

A press release of the BNF
said last night that the presi
dents and general secretaries
of the respective districts have
also been requested to remain

present on time.

1.2 billjon
Muslims

in world

JEDDAH, Dec 25 The num-
ber of Muslims has risen to 1 2
billion to make up 23.2 per
cent of the world's population.
the Organisation of the Islamic
Conference [QIC) said today.
reports AFP

The organisation based iIn
Saudi Arabla’s Red Sea Port of
Jeddah, said in a report that
Musliim minerities living out
side the territories of its own
52 members ameunted to 389
million people

The report. quoted by the
OIC's Islamic Information Ag
ency, forecast that the number
of Muslims worldwide would
reach 1.6 billlon by 2000 out of
a total world population of six
biilion .

The world pepulation is
currently estimated at five bil
lon.
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