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Fixtures frustrate Ferguson

LONDON, Dec 24:
As English foot-
ball prepares f[or
its busiest period
of the year with
four games In ei-

ght tdlays, Manchester United

Manager Alex Ferguson has
ﬂ'ciaﬂ:t those who plan the
fiXtures over the holiday
period, reports AFP. |

. With most . Premiership
games kicking off three hours
earlier than normal, Ferguson,
who takes his side to Chelsea

on Monday. annoyed that the

fans are being made to suffer.
Ferguson said: "There are
plenty of clubs in the north,
- but instead of going to places
within easy reach like Liver-
pool; Everton or Manchester

City, our fans have to get to :

London and Southampton.
“You would think the plan-
ners would take distance into
account at times like this.”
It is an Important game for
Chelsea badly needing a boost

after a dismal run of two wins
in 11 games with only one goal

In their last five outings.

Chelsea wait on fitness tests
for skipper Deniss Wise and
defender Frank Sinclair. while
United should have England
centre-back Gary Pallister fit
after a groin problem. Ryan
Giggs is set to play with a
lightweight protective plaster
on his wrist after breaking a
bone last Saturday.

Premiership !eaciers Black-
burn, though, will not have far
to travel as they visit Man-
chester City with a two-point
lead over United at the top of
the table after a run.of seven
wins in their last eight league
games.

Manager Kenny Dalglish
stayed away from training with
a stémach bug on Friday. but
Rovers wijll welcome back de-
fender Ceolin Hendry fmm in-
ternational duty.

England midfielder Paul
Bracewell is set ‘to start his
first premiership game of the
season as third-placed New-

travel to Leeds.
acewell, whp has had five
groin operations this year, has
been on the bench for New-
(-a.aﬂe's last two games.

England central defender

Steve Howey, who missed the .

league c¢up defeat by
Manchester City in midweek
because of iliness, and England
midfielder® Robert Lee are also
back in contention.

Brian Deane starts a two-
match suspension but Leeds
have skipper Gary McAllister
back from international duty
with Scotldnd
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ALEX FERGUSON -
Manager Howard Wilkinson

-is usually reluctant to change a

winning side but McAllister is
certain to regain his place in

midfield after missing the 3-1

win at Arsenal.

With Deane out,
African Phil Masinga is set to
continue in the attack after his
two goals at Highbury.

Nottingham Forest may
welcome back defender Cglin

‘Cooper who has missed three

. matches with an ankle injury

with Norwegian Alf Inge
Haaland likely to make way.

Dutch striker Bryan Roy has
a groin injury and manager
Frank Clark has put Jagon Lee
on stanbdy as Forest look to
build on last week's 2-1 at Old
Trafford. :

Guy Whittingham. will make
his debut for Sheffield Wed-
nesday at Everton following his
750,000 pounds move from.
Aston Villa in midweek.

But Wednesday have doubts
about Andy Sinton. who missed
last week's 'defeat by QPR
mat-::h with a thigh irljvu.rj,r

South -

Everton, who last week
established a club record of go-

irig over 11 hours without con- |

ceding a goal, welcome back 4
million pound striker Duncan
Ferguson from Scotland duty.

Whittingham was part-ex-
changed for Ian Taylor who
will make his Villa debut in his
preferred central midfield role
at Arsenal.

Villa's failure to deliver

goals this season is a problem
that little hopes Taylor, who
scored 35 in two seasons with
Port Vale, with help to solve,
. Taylor, could replace Kevin
Richardson, but Republic of
Ireland skipper Andy Town-
send. is also be back in con-
tention after completing a six-
match suspension.

Coventry striker Dion
Dublin has had a pairkilling in-
jection in a bid to play against
Nottingham Forest at Highfield
Road.

Dublin, scorer of 10 goals in
14 games, has missed three
malches after learing a stom-
ach muscle but though he has
recovered from that, the 2
million pound player . now has a
groin strain:

German striker Jurgen
Klunsmann, back from interna-
tional daty, is set to return for
Spurs who travel to Norwich
and will be having his first =x-
perience of football over the
Christmas period.

Klinsmann said: "It will

-seem a bit strange, but that is

the way of things in the
English league and as a profes-
sional I must go along with it.”

Norwich City manager John
Deehan .will be forced to
reshuffle his midfield as Mike
Milligan starts a two match
suspension with Jeremy Goss
set to make a return to the
side.

Southampton have six play-
ers struggling to be fit for their
clash with Wimbledon at the

. Dell.

West Ham entertain Ips-
wich but with Don Hutchison

John Moncur and Martin Allen

are still recovering from inju-
ries,- manager Harry Redknapp
is likely to retain the side
which thrashed Manchester
City 3-0 last week.

World champs beat Y'slavia

PORTO ALEGRE.
Hmm}t, Dec 24:
Yugoslavia lost 2-
0 to world cham-
pions Brazil on
Friday in their

t'irﬁdﬂmh since . they were
thfown oul .of international
soccer two years ago. reports
Reuter.

Yugoslavia, who can now call
only on players from the re-
publics of Seérbia and Mon-
tenegro. appeared to be in no
fit state for a match after dis-
embarking at 2.30 am in the
morning of the game after a
marathon Trdnsallﬂntif j::aur
ney.

When they took the filed in
searing heat, Corinthians
striker Viela. who made a
tremendous mpact when he
came on as a substitute in ex-
tra time of the World Cup final
against haly in July, opened

Beckenbauer calls
on UEFA to end
stupid games

BONN. Dec 24

German

soccer supremo Franz Becken-

bauer said on Friday that forc-
ing the German national team

to play against nations such as
Albania and Moldova was a

, reports Reuter,
Beckenbauer called on
UEFA to end "these stupid

games” and said smaller coun-
tries shouid play separate qual-
iflers in international compe-
titions. allowing the “great”
soccer nations to plav against
each other.

‘When [ think of interna-
tional matehes, | Imagine
clashes with the great nations,
italy. England. the Nether-
lands. But at the moment we
have to walt two years before
we meet these soocer greats.’”
Beckenbauer said in a newspa-
per comumeniary

That's why games against
counitriés like Moldova are a

siigh( to the German national

sguad. They're just stupid .’

Forme¥ world champions
Germany defeated Moldova 3-0
on Wednesday and face Albania
in Kaiserslautern on Sunday in
the European Championships,

‘Moldova. Albania or what-
ever all these countries are
called. should first Guali-
fiers and only later face the
soccer greats.” Beckenbauer
wrote in the mass-circuldtion
Bild

The Bayern Munich chair-
man complained that there

[ NOwW S0 Wmany couantries
%img in  international
001 competitions that
qualifying groups were “almost
totally made up of exotic
Leams.’

‘Sure, we have to help
these countries. We should be
sending them money but
please. don't let them play for
points in the European Cham-
pionships -

Beckenbauver, who inspired
Bayern (o three European Cup
triumphs in the mid- 1970s
nas not hesitated In recemt
months 1o sound off about any
subject that takes his fancy

the socoring in the
minute.

Full-back Braneo scored the
second in the 65th minute
with a pile-driver free-kick.

The Yugoslavs, with 10 for-
eign-based plavers in their
starting lHne-up, weré so
leaden-footed that on several

pecasions Lheir defence was

"outpaced by Branco, a player
notoriously short of pace.
Milan striker Dejan Savice-

vic made only one notable con
tribution throughout the game
with a 35th minute run in
which he beat three Brazilian
defenders, only to find at the
end that he had nobody to
Cross to.

Brazil. with nine members

. of their World Cup squad in

the time, played a controlled
possession game well suited to
the conditions.

Brazil dominated the first
half, with PSV Eindhoven's I'S-
vear-old striker Ronaldo miss-
ing three clearcut chances.
The géal was a gem, with
Branco playing a one-two with
Zinho and crossing to the far
past for Vidla-to score with a
header

Il was Viola's second gaal
for Brazil in eight appearances
and a boost for a player who
did not score in the Brazilian
Championship for two months.

The patiern. continued \n

206th |

the second hall, during Whi{_.h
the exhausted Yugoslavs made
five substitutions. and in the
85th minute Branco scored
with a rifling, 30-metre left-
foot free-kick which bounced

4 off the crossbar.

[t was the former Genoa
and Porto player's ninth goal
for his country. Full-back
Jorginho and Ronaldo both had
further efforts saved by goal-
keeper Goran Pandurovic.

Valencia striker Perag Mu-
jatovic had Yugoslavia's best
effort when he shot across the
lace of the goal early in the
second half.

TEAMS
BRAZIL: 1-Zetti, 2- Jor-
ganun. 3-Aldair. 4-Marcio
Saftos, 6-Branco, 5- Cesar |
Sampalo. B-Dungajy 11-Zinho,
7-Marques_(22- Savio. 80th
minute), 9-Viola, 10-Ronaldo

(21-Marcelinho Pereira, 66th).

YUGOSLAVIA: 1-
Pandurovic (12-Aleksander
Koeic, - B1st), 2-Slobodan
Komljenovic (13-Goran Saula,
68th). 5-Miroslav Djukic, 3-
Slobodan Dubajic (14- Goran
Djorovic, 60th). 4-Branko
Brnovic, 6-Slavisa Jokanovic
(19-Dejan Govedarica, 75th),
7-Viadimir Jugovic. 10-Dragan
Stajkovic. 11-5inisa Mihaj-
lovie, 9-Predrag Mijatovic (18-
Savo Milosevie, 56th), 8-Dejan
savicevic,

Argentinan soccot star [hego Maradona arrives at Jose Marti
airport in Havanas vesterdav He s 1n Cuba with his family
fopr i"]q'_;’r]flt;_','- 41 the invitatyay of a Hcal h”!“_..l '.tI'"P Ph’ﬂtﬂ

Goran

¥
]
i

L]

. break

Maradona joins
Racing Club
as coach

BUENOS AIRES, Dec 24:

Diego Maradona signed up as |

coach of Racing Club on Friday,
his second coaching stint
since a failed drug test got him
banned from the playing field,
reports AP.

After signing a one-year
contract reportedly worth dirs
500,000, Maradona vowed to

which Racing Club has failed to
win the first division champi-
onship.

"Racing Club is a huge chal-
lenge and I'm here to win ti-
tles,” the former national team
captain told reporters. _

Racing Club, based in a
working class suburb of Buenos
Aires, last won the first divi-
sion title in 1966. The follow-
ing year it beat S5cotland’'s
Celtic to win the Intercon-
tinental Cup.

Considered a sleeping giant
of Argentine soccer, the suc-
cess-starved club has fired 50
coaches in the last 20 years.

Maradona, 34, lasted eight

‘weeks in his first coaching job

at Deportivoe Mandiyu. He quit
early December after his team,
last in the standings, won just
one match out of twelve. '

Maradona is completing a
15-month ban from soccer
after failing a drug test at the
World Cup finals. He has re-
cently hinted at a comeback as
a player once the suspension is
lifted in October 1995.

FIFA, the governing body of
world soccer, has said it has
no objections to the controver-
sial’ star pursuing a career in
coaching.

Parreira
. N
worried

RIO DE JANEIRO, Dec 24:
World Cup winning coach Car-
los Alberto Parreira on Thurs-
day expressed his concern at
the exodus of Brazil's players
to Japan, rtpurts AFP,

The current coach of Valen-
cia said: "This exodus could
create problems in the forma-
tion and preparation of future
national teams."

Parreira had just arrived
here from Spain to spend
Christmas and new year in his
home country. He added play-
ers would need longer to re-
cover from a 24-hour journey
from Japan because of worse
jet lag than those {:nming from
Europe.

Kashima ﬁntlei‘s Alcindo
and Bellmare Hiratsuka's Be-
tinho were second and third in
Japan's 1994 goalscoring list
with 28 and 24 goals re-

spectively.
2 more held

in Malaysian

soccer scandal

KUALA LUMPUR, Dec 24:
Malaysian police Wednesday
detained two more footballers
and suspected bookie, bringing
to 47 the number of people ar-
rested in a  growing probe
into soccer match-fixing, re-
ports AFP.

The suspected bookie, a 40-

-year-old businessman, was de-

tained in Malaysia's southern
Johore state, a federal police
spokesman, Azhar Kadir, was
quoted by Bernama news
agency as saying.

Azhar said the two foot-
ballers surrendered them-
selves to police earlier Wed-
nesday. raising the number of
players in police detention to
26 to date.

They were named as Badrul
Isham Jalil from the south-
western Malacca state team
and Zulkifli Hassan from the
northern Kedah team.

The others picked up since
the crackdown began in Octo-
ber, among them former play-
ers. were either freed on bail
pending further action, or
kept to assist police in investi-
gations.

Sports officials saild they
expected more playérs to be
arresied as police Iintensify the
inquiry that began following al-
legations that players were
accepting bribes to flx na-
tional premier league and
Malaysia Cup matches.
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Panzanini's

ALTA BADIA, Italy, Dec 24
Sabina Panzanini of Italy scored
her first ever World Cup tri-
umph Wednesday,
Austrian Anita Wachter by 0.47
seconds in the women's glant
slalom race, reports AP.

The 22-year-old Italian skier,
born in nearby Merano, broke
into tears and whispered "it's a
dream. | can't believe it" after
clocking an unbeatable com-
bined time of two minutes,
21.03 seconds down the Gran
Risa track in this Dolomite val-
ley.

Eachter, fastest in the first
run with a one hundredth of a
second edge over Panzanini,
was slowed down by a bad mis-
take in the upper part of the
second run and finished second
in 2:21.50,

Another Italian, Olympic
glant slalom champion Debo-
rah Compagnoni, made a suc
cessful comeback from a one-
month lliness capturing third
place In 2:22 14.

Cermany's Martina Ertl
edged American Eva Twardo
kens for fourth place.

the 28-year spell in

beating .

S urfac ing success’ seamy side

PARIS. Dec'24: When the
Chinese heralded in the year of
the dog last January little did
thee country's sports authori-
ties realise just what a dog of a
year it would turn out to be,
reports AFP,

By the time December
came, China's sports machine
had been disgraced by one of
the biggest drugs scandals in

mntl

The China connection has
only helped underline how
drugs have seemingly become
a key player in international
success. '

A host of top athletes from

‘the west are strongly sus-

pected of using drugs but de-
spite the use of widespread

testing the private rhrmlutl

mlm wmm
who won an Olympic gold in
Mexico in 1968.
broke down during a German
television interview and re-
vealed how she was pressured
to become pregnant and then
have an abortion.

“The doctors told us that

mhdrﬂlmmm

An AFP file photo of Chinese swimmer Lu Bin, who won the silver medal on the 100m freestyle
cvent at the Wﬂﬂd Championships in Rome on Sept 6, tested positive for drugs.

spﬂrts history.

Their much-honoured
women's swimming team had
turned from a collection of
world champions to a sorry
group of cheats who had
reached the top by taking
drugs.

The Chinese e:-:pnse —
thanks to drug testing at the
Asian Games in Hiroshima —
was a time bomb waiting to
explode. Since the demise of
East Germany there has been
widespread rumours amongst
international sports groups
that China imported not only
East German coaches bul the
East German expertise at
doping their athletes.

The 11 Chinese athletes
bustéd in Hiroshima all tested
positive for dihydrotestos-
terone (DHT). The drug was an
East German favourite and. ac-
cording to Don Catlin, director
of the Olympic lab in Los Ange-
les. ten times more potent
than tesioserone.

“It's suphistlcatﬂd doping,
nﬂt bush league.” said Catlin

and doctors employed by the
athletes are more skillful that
the testers.

At this year's Common-
wealth Games, when word
leaked out that a British ath-
lete was positive the press al-
most began writing about the
demise of a famous runner.

In the end the stories re-
main unpublished. Not because
they were not true but simply
because it had in fact been an-

other athlete who had been

caught.

While the Ben Johnson af-
fair in Sepul made the Interna-
tional Olympic Committee look
to be doing something about
the gold medal cheats, senior
10C officials admit privately
that the testing system is still
far from perfect.

"We know some of the
biggest names in sport are
taking drugs. We know who
they are. But so far we have
been unable to prove it,” said
one [OC official recently.

The most dopin'
report of the year came from

produced more male hor-
mones and could therefore
become stronger, | was told
that if I refused I would not
have been sent to the Games,”
said Kovalenko.

Football = found itself
dragged into the drug cesspool
when Argentina’s Diego Mara-
dona failed a dope test during
the World Cup. The stocky
Maradona. who had surprised
everyone by his dramatic
return to form, pleaded inno-
cent but FIFA, the sport's

ruling body, was having none
of it.

"Maradona must have taken
a cocktail of drugs,” was how
Michel D'Hooghe. FIFA's offi-
cial doctor. described the con-
coction found in the plaver's

system. ®

Even the gentlemen's sport
of gold found itself embroiled
in doping.

Failed American tour player

-Mac O'Grady claimedesthat ,

dope-taking was going on in-
side the PGA tour.
“Gﬂl,f should have random

BEIJING, Dec 24:
China said on Sa-
turday it had es-
tablished a panel
" to investigate a
' scandal involving
11 top athletes. suspended
after they were found to have
used banned performance-en-
hancing drugs. reports Reuter,

The Chinese Olympic Com-
mittee (COC) has set up a
three-member panel to "make
a thorough investigation to get
to the bottom of the case,”
Xinhua news agency said. It did
not elaborate. .

China on Tuesday anno-
unced the suspension of the
‘11, including seven from its
prestigious swimming team,
from local and international
competition for up to four
years after they tested positive
for drugs at Oclober's Asian
Games in Hiroshima.
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'COC to probe doping cases

There has been no word on
whether their coaches have
been published.

China has said the suspen-
sions demenstrated its vigi-
lance against doping in sport.

China's doping control cen-
tre tested 1,608 athletes in
1993, 24 of whom 'included
world stars who tested positive

“and have all been punished,

Xinhua quoted centre director
Yang Inate saying. -

"The facts show that the
COC has been very serious to-
wards the anti-doping prob-
lems, the agency said.

Earlier this month., the
Olympic Council of Asia

stripped the 11 of their Asian
Games medals alter their urine
samples showed traces of
DHT. or dehydrotestosterone,
a performance-énhancing hor-
mone banned by the Interna-
tional Olympic Committee.
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Tht Chinese Swimming
Association punished women
Lu Bin and Zhou Guanbin and
men Xiong Guomin. Hu Bin,
Zhang Bin and Fu Young with
two-year suspensions, the
same as it meted out last
month to a seventh swimmer,
Yang Aihua:

The Chinese Track and
Field Association banned hur-
dler Han Qing. a woman. for
four years.

Caneeists Zhang Lei and Qiu
Suoren. both men. were
banned for two years by the
Chinese Canoe Association and
cyclist Wang Yan, a woman,
was banished for six months by
the Chinese Cycling As:nna
tion.

The suspensions accorded
with standard penalties adop-

. ted by the international swi-

mming bady FINA and other
associations.
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urine tests, You see these guys
meandering around for years
doing nothing and all of a aud
den théyre winning tourna-
ments. Beta-blockers are not
illegal. They just make a re-
markable difference.,” he
claimed.

His commments produced an
outcry of protests, mostly from
golfers claiming O'Grady was
talking nonsense, but the affair
was quickly put aside.

Golfing authorities wnuld do
well to pay attention or their

_lack of action could come back

to haunt them. No sport now
seems safe from the drug
cheats — certainly not after
what 1994 produced.

All for Modhal

MONTE CARLO, Dec 24 :
World athletics’ governing
body on Friday stripped the
British women's team of their
points and all individual per-
formances at the world cup in
London last September, re-
porls Reuter.

The International Amateur
Athletic Federation (IAAF)
made their decision after
British 800 meires runner
Diane Modhal was banned on
Wednesday for a doping of-
fence.

Modhal was suspended for
[our years when a British
Alhletic Federation (BAF) dis-
ciplinary committee upheld a
laboratory finding that she had
lested positive for the male
‘hormone Testosterone in
Lisbon on June 18.

Former commonwealth 800
metres champion Modhal's
victory in that discipline at the
European Cup on June 25 in
Birmingham, England, helped
the British women to qualify
ahead of Russia for the World
Cup at the Crystal Palace
tracl.

The IAAF ruled that the
team result and individual
performances be stricken from
the record books

Britain's women [inished
fifth in the eight team world
Cup with 73 points. Europe
won the title with 111 points

The IAAF had warned tha
th British leam could
stripped of their points .
September | when it released
the text of a letter from [AAF
General Secretary Istvan Gvulai
to the BAF executive chairman,
Professor Peter Radford.

Part of it read : ~ We feel it
is our duty to inform you that
should the athlete (Modhal) be
eventually rendered ineligible
according to IAAF rules and
procedures, any result achi
eved by the British women s
team would, regrettably. not be
considered wvalid in the
standings of the competition

" After the [AAF decision on
Friday. its spokesman Chris
topher Winner told Reuters
“Some say we should be more

forgiving, but casual for
giveness does not honour the
sport.”

"Our September warning
was clear, and we have no
choice but to abide by those
warniftgs. Diane Modhal is now
guilty of a drug offence, what
ever subsequent may yield

"Nonetheless the [AAF's
decision comes after many
hours of discussion, which re
flects how hard it is to pe
nalise so many for the offence
of one. If there is a silver lin
ing, however, thin, it is that no
world records were set.

"But a team is by definition
composed of individuals and
we cannot realistically penalise
a team and at the same time
pretend that the individual
records are a thing apart.
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