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China, Vietham hold talks: victan

and China held more talks on their dispute over fishing and
ol exploration rights in the Tonkin Gulf, the official Vietnam
said on.Saturday. It did not mention any progress, AP reports
from Hanoi.

The brief report said expert from the two sides had
friendly and candid” talks Tuesday through Thursday in
Hanoi, their third session since October 1993. A fourth round
will be held in China in April. it said.
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Slnga re jails AIDS carrier: »
man inlected with the AIDS virus was jailed for five and a half
years for biting a policeman, but escaped being caned because
doctors said it would damage his immune system. a
newspaper reported Saturday. AP says from Singapore.

The 24-year-old man. who was not identified, escaped a
charge of attempted murder as his victim was not found to
have contracted the HIV, which causes AIDS. the Straits

Times said

T(}ky{} blast claims 3: a: expiosion ri]::rp;c:d

through a small seven storey shoe-making factory building in
downtown Tokyo killing at least three workers and injuring
21 others, police said, AFP reports from Tokyo.

The blast occurred on the second floor, where dozens of
workers were processing shoe soles using flammable paints,

: police said. The cause of the explosion was not immediately -

Wﬂhoon Axel toll now 19: nineteen

people were killed and 27 are missing and feared dead after
Typhoon Axel smashed
Philippines, relief officials said yesterday, Reuter reports
from Tachban.

Nineteen people were confirmed dead in Leyte Island.
Axel's 150 kph (85 mph) winds whipped up huge waves that
sank boats and knocked_.out power, plunging the whole of
the main island of Luzon into darkness on Thursday.
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5 die in Neeall bus lII.lShaP: At least
five people were killed and 34 Injured when a bus
overturned yesterday at Kerabari, east of Kathmandu, state-
run radio announced, AFP reports from Kathmandu.

The bus was going to Tatopani, which means “hot sprint,”
where a celebration is held every 12 years. Some Nepalese
people | believe that by bathing in the hot spring. their
illnesses will be washed away.

Actor Slater arrested in NY: actor

Christian Slater, who starred in “Interview with a Vampire”
and other films, was arrested on Friday at John F Kenmedy

International Airport for trying to carry a 9 mm pistol onto
an airplane. police said, AP reports from New York.

Slater, 25, was caught as he was going through a metal
detector to board a Deltas Airlines flight. said Sgt. John
Mariano of the Port Authority police.

its way across the central .
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Contact group on Bosnia still

has reservations about truce

LONDON. Dec 24: The five-
international contact
group on the former Yugoslavia
cautiously welcomed a ceasefire
in Bosnia loday, but indicated it
was not yet convinced it would

member

hold, reports Reuter.
“The contact

hostilities
country

throughout
which has

Foreign Office spokesman.

A Christmas truce between

group wel-
comes the agreement by the
parties to the conflict in Bosnia
and Herzegovina to a ceasefire
and a four-month cessation of
the
been
facilitated by former President
Carter.” the group said In a
statement issued via a British

" Bosnian Serbs and the Muslim-
led Bosnian government was
due to take effect at noon (1100
GMT) and both the United
Nations and Bosnian fighters
hoped it could pave the way for
an end to the 33-month-old
war,

But the contact group. made
up of representatives f[rom
France, the United States,
Russia. Britain and Germany.
sald jts members still had
reservations.

“The contacl group is ready
for early negotiations under its
auspices leading to a compre-
hensive pgace settléement for
Bosnia and Weérzegovina as two

Bosnian President Alija lzetbegovic (R), UN special envoy Yasushi Akashi (C), and the

conditions are fulfilled.” it aud

"One; when the Bosnian Serb

authorities in Pale confirm the
readiness for the Bosnian party

* Another report says: Three
sniper bullets were fired in

Sarajevo seven minutes after a
ceasefire between Bosnian

lo negotiate a comprehensive '‘Muslims and Serbs took effect

peace agreement on the basis of

the acceptance of the peace
plan of the contact group as a
starting point. and so inform
the contact group:

"Two: when UNPROFOR in-
forms the contact group that
the ceasefire is in effect.”

The agreement crowned
private mediation by former US
President Jimmy Carter, who
was calléed in by the Serbs to
break a deadlock in efforts to
end the Bosnian war.

commander of the UN forces in former Yugoslavia, Bertrand Guillaume de Lapresle sign
ceasefire agreement, brokered by former US President Jimmmy Carter, on Friday in Sarajevo.

— AFP photo

at noon (1100 GMT) today but
no one was hurt, journalists at
the scene said.

The shots were aimed near
the Holiday Inn hotel on the
city’'s notorious “"sniper alley”
where a number of peuplc have
been shot dead by marksmen in
recent weeks despite and anti-
sniping accord. :

UN officials said military
activity was sharply down in
most of Bosnia in the 24 hours
before
Bosnian Serb leader Redovan
Karadzic ordered his forces to
observe it in advance. -

The exception was the
northwest Muslim enclave of
Bihac where Croatian Serbs and
rebel Muslims, who are not a
party to the agreement,
continued attacks on the
Bosnian government 5th corps
this morning.

AFP adds: Bosnian President
Alija Izetbegovic on Friday
hailed as "an important step
toward peace” a ceasefire
agreement that is to go into
force in Bosnia-Herzegovina
today.

"Our, side will totally comply
with this agreement. We shall
order all our units to respect
it,” said Izetbegovic, 2

He said the ceasefire woul
be monitored by the United
Nations Protection Force.

“l1 expect is ([UNPROFOR) to
be fair and not to accuse us of
violations that we did not
commit.”

Izetbegovic voiced hope that
the accord would lead to
permanent peace.

the deadline after:

US astronaut Brian Austin (R) hands over to Bangladesh

Ambassador Humayun Kabir the original crew-patch
containing the flag of Bangladesh, which was on board
space shuttle Endeavour SPS-68 in orbit Sept 30-Oct 11, 1994,
at the Johnson Space Centre in Houston recently.
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Gunmen kill 5 in Thailand: 1 swis
tourist was among five people killed when gunmen trying to
assassinate a local official shot at a restaurant in northern
Thailand, police said yesterday, Reuter reports from Bangkok.

Two waiters, one of the official’'s bodyguards and two
others including the Swiss man were killed in the attack late
on Friday wher four gunmen opened fire with M-16
automatic rifles. Police said they suspected a local official
known as Kamnan (village head) Lert was the target but he
was In the tollet and escaped injury

- - -

20 die in Peru road mishap: x i
20 Christmas holiday travellers died and 20 were injured on
Friday when two buses collided on Lthe Pan American highway
near the fishing town of Chimbote on Peru's north coast,
authorities sald. Reuter reports from Lima.

Police in Chimbote said a bus heading south to Lima and
another northbound for Chimbote crashed head-on near the
port of Samanco

2 Swazi kids freeze to death: .

children aged five and six froze to death In a refrigerator
when the door slammed shut and locked them inside, Swazi
police said on Friday. Reutier reports (rom Mbabane.

Police said the children were last seen alive at 10 a m on
Tuesday playing with the refrigerator at their home at
Efgculwini in central Swaziland. They were found frozen (o
deaith when one of their parents opened the freezer door 10
hgurs later

Peace talks resume tomorrow

Filipino troops, Moros
announce Xmas truce

L OTABATO. (Philippines)
Dec 24: Troops and Mushm
separatsst guerillas in the
southern Philippines an-
nounced a Christmas ceasefire
today and said they would re

sume peace talks, reports
Heuter

Army Brigadier General
Renate Garcia and Gadzali
Gaafar Political Affairs

Chairman of the Maoro Islamic
Liberation Front (MILF!. told
reporters they had ordered
their forves to cease fire ‘and
taiks would resume on
Monday

Sixteen soldiers and 22
MILF rebels have been killed
in the fighting in neorth
Colabato province o
Mindanao Island over the pasi
week, armed forces chiel
General Arturo Enrile said on
Friday

A top Muslim rebei leader
had earlier today urged Manila
to withdraw it€ troops

Nur Misart leader of the
mainsiream Moro Nationa!

Liberation Fromt IMNLF. said
in a radio interview that
Islamic nations viewed (he

army pfiensive with suspicion

1T am urging
lorces of the Philippines (o
immediately withdraw from
Moro Islamic Liberation Front
controlled (MILF) areas "_he
sai

The MILF is a breakaway
faction of the MNLF, the main
Muslim group seeking limited
seif-rude in the south of the
mainly Christian Philippines

Misuari, who is currently in
the Middle East. is due to re
turn to the Philippines for the
resumption of peace talks with
the government on Muslim au
LonomTY

Tension in north Cotabato
mounted when troops arrived
at the site of a major irrigation
project in the town of Carmen
i August. Sporadic fighting
nas already claimed up 1o B0
Hves

MILF rebels had been pro
viding security for South
Korean engineers working on
the project and the arrival of
the soldiers prompted a con
frortation

Work at the irmigation pro
ject has since beert suspended

the armed

US to probe HR violations by
Russian troops in Chechnya

WASHINGTON, Dec 24: The

Linited States said on Friday it
was 'deeply concerned” by re-

ports of civilian casualties in

Russia's attack on breakaway
Chechnya and would probe
charges of human rights viola-
tions by Russian troops, re-
ports Reuter.
© "We are deeply concerned
by these reports.,” State
Department spokesman David
Johnson told reporters.
Johnson said Washington
had noted a pledge by Russian
President Boris Yeltsin that his
troops would fire only on those
offering armed opposition, but
il was also aware of allegations
bv Russia’'s human rights
commissioner Sergei Kovalyov
ol "gross violations” by Russian
lroops.
"Were going 1o be lul]uwul&

this up with the Russian gov-
ernment in order to evaluate
the facts.” Johnson said. "We re
following the situation very!
closely.”

Respect for human rights
has been and will continue to
be a basic precept of US policy
towards Russia.” he added.

Russia sent troops into

~Chechnya on December 11 to

halt the region's three-year
drive for Independence,.
Russian forces pounded the
capital of Grozny on Friday,
and unofficial reports said at
least 80 people were killed.
Johnson's statement
marked a significant change ol
tone from last week when US
Secretary of State Warren
Christopher said Washington
did not want to see Russia
break up and Yelisin had

A woman carries a hoard from the remains of her house destroyed by a bomb blast in Grozny

city centre on Thursday.

BEIJING: An increased
number of the f(aithful will at-
tend Christmas services (n
Beijing this weekend as more
Chinese convert (o Christia
nity. officials said yesterday,
reports Reuler

All 14 Catholic churches
open in Beijing will hold sev-
eral masses. in Latin and in
Chinese, on Saturday and
Sunday, a spokesman for the
Patriotic Catholic Association
(PCA) said

There are 70 000 Catholics
in Beijing and lour milion na
fionwide. he said

HANOI: Primne Minister Vo
Van Kiet met with Vietnam's
newly installed cardinal Hanol
Archbishop Faul Joshep Pham
Dinh Tung. in a goodwill ges
ture toward the f'f.il,lﬂll"_"r"'-ﬂ 6
mullion Roman Catholics just
before Christmas. the official
Vietnam News said on Satur
day. reports AP

Christrnias is not an official
holiday in Viefriam, where the
ruling Commurnists are atheist
and cultural traditions are
Buddhist. But the holiday has
gained a pop appeal in lagge c
ties i recent years. Thousands
of curious vouth Jam the
churches 'o watch the mid
night Masses. then pass a
rowdy night of drinking and
aetiing o7 firecrackers

MIDDLE EAST: Many

Muslims Iin the Middle Easi
have decked out their homes
and streets with festive trees
and streamers as they prepare
to join the region’'s 15 milllon
Christians in celebrating Ch
ristmas Day. reports AFP

Only two countries in the
region ignore the festivities —
Israel, apart from its Arab
Christians, and Saudi Arabia,
where Christian priests are
banned

Middle East Christians do
not all celebrate the nativity on
the same day.

Catholics and certain Or
thodox Churches celebrate the
birth of Jesus on December
25. while other Orthodox Ch
urches commemorate it on
January 6 and Egypt's Coptic
(_hristians on January 7

PLO Chairman Yasser Aralat
celebrated Christmas in his
own way visiting a Cathelic
school in Gaza on Thursday
with a Father Christmas dre
ssed Iin traditional red and
white attire.

Meanwhile, Muslims have
decorated the main mosque in
the Arab town of Nazreth in
northern lsrael, where Jesus
lived and devoted a sermon at
Friday prayers to the subject of
Christimas

“probably done what he had to
do” to prevent that.

Friday's statement. while
focusing on civilian casualties
and possible human rights vio-
lations, stopped short of criti-
cising the Chechnya operation
as such.

State Department officials
says the United States is in a
difficult position over
(‘hechnya, neither wanting to
jeopardise iis relationship with
Yeltsin nor appear to be en-
dorsing a military action.

The officials say Moscow is
within its rights in moving
against Chechnya which is le-
gally part of the Russian feder-
ation. but they fear the action
could sabotage their efforts to
stop Russia from browbeating
former Soviet republics.
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— AFP photo

Christ is a prophet for
Muslims., his birth was
recorded in the Koran. It is
(itting that Christmas should
be the subject of the sermon.”
said Atef Yussel al-Fahum.
keeper of the town's White
Mosque

BETHLEHEM: Palestinians
fMags will fly and the national
anthem will sound adross
Bethlehem. West Bank during
Christmas this weekend. signs
of the slow advance toward in-
dependence. reports AP

But Palestinians decorating
Manager Square on Thursday
expressed disappointment that
the city remains under lsraeli
occupation because of delays in
extending Palestinian rule be-
vond the Gaza Strip and

Jericho

Our hopes were to cele
brate a pure Palestinian Christ
mas this vear. sald Jerris
Andoni, reaching from a ladder
to hang up colpured lghting

in the square
On Friday. dogens of Pales.

tinlans glumly watched troops
erect the stage on which
choirs from around the world
were (o sing carols for an
estimated 10,000 pligrims on
Christmas Eve

Reflecting fears Palestinian

Kashmiris blow
up army trucks,
kill 10 troops

JAMMU, Dec 24: Suspected
separatist rebels blew up two
army trucks near India’s border
with Pakistan Saturday, killing
at least 10 soldiers and
wounding 12 others, police
said, reports AP.

[t was a rare attack by the
Muslim guerillas a mili-
tary target in the predominantly
Hindu region of Jammu.

Details of the blast at the
border village of Mankote were
not immediately avaflable, but
police chief A K Suri said the
two trucks were destroyed and
10 soldiers were killed on the
spot. -

In the neighbouring Kashmir
province, militants fired a
rocket at a broadcasting tower
of the state-run All India Radio,
damaging the station’'s roof, a

government spokesman said.

300 shops gutted
in Karachi

KARACHI, Dec 24: An
overnignt fire gutted more
than 300 shops in a second-
hand clothing market in Pak-
istan’'s hub of Karachi. wit-
nesses and merchants said,
reports AFP.

More than 320 small hut-
like shops and 13 largg shops,
all selling imported second-
hand clothes, were destroyed
in the three-hour blaze, said
the president of a society of
traders in the affected social
security market.

Ghulam Jalil said the fire,
which started late Friday when
all the shops were closed,
caused losses worth millions of
dollars.

The cause of the fire in the
Banaras colony in north
Karachi was not known, but
came several hours after a
clash in the area between po-
lice and a group left at least
two people dead. :

Christmas Day around the wor

militants might stage an attack
while the world's eyes are on
Bethiehem, the troops also set
up metal detectors at the en-
trances to the 1 ,600-year old
Church of the Nativity, where
Christ is believed to have been
borm.

PRETORIA: President Nel-
son Mandela praised South
Africans for defeating apar-
theid and rallied them for
future battles against poverty
and unemployment in his Ch-

ristmas message Saturday.
reports AP.

"For the first time South
African’'s mark this day under
conditions of équality.” the
country's first black president
said In a statement issued by
his Pretoria office.

ZAGREBS: In upscale stores
stocked with the latest inter-
national fashions, well dressed
customers #lbow each other in
a pre Christmas sales rush for
clothes and perfumes. reports
AP

But just a few streets away
in Croatia’s capital, the grey
clad poor Nne up outside the
Kaptol public kitchen, one of
many that mushroomed in re-
cent months to feed thousands
who can't afford lunch.”

For them. Christmas is
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rehearse “Swan

Fergie finds new home

for new year

LONDON: The Duchess of York won't be going homeless in
the new year after all, reports AP.

The former Sarah Ferguson and her two daughters. 6 year
old Princess Beatrice and 4-year-old Princess Eugenie, have
found an eight-bedroom mansion in Surrey that is warth |
million pounds (1.6 millon daollar}, according to the news

agency Press Association,

The rent is reported to be |.500 pounds (2,400 dollar)
per month, but Press Associdtion said Friday that the
duchess. who is separated framh her husband Prince Andrew
apparently will still be looking for a place to buy

The duchess. popularly known as Fergie.
house she now rents bv the end of Taman

Russian ballet dancer Altinai Assylmouratova and French l
principal dancer of the Paris Opera Laurent Hilaire
Lake” on Friday on the stage of the
Bastille opera house in Paris. Guest dancer Assylmouratova
will perform the part of Princess Odette December 28 and 29

— AFP photo

must vacate the

- She recently told reporters in Washington that she could
not afford to purchase a suitable home.

An extraordinary
Xmas gift

TAMPA, Florida: A 7-year-old with no arms or legs got a
special bike for a present on Friday and declared this his best
Christmas ever, because now he can ride with his friends. re
ports AP.

"] feel ltke ‘'l have a driver's licence  because | have my
bike." a beaming Kyle Romano said as he propelled the long
sleek three-wheeler with a rocking motion

The backwards-looking tricycle — with two wheels in the
front and one in the back — was an B-month class project at
the University of South Florida College of Engineering

Kyle uses the stub ofhis right arm 1o steer and the stub of
his left arm to shift and brake. He powers the bike by pushing
his chest against a padded bar and rocking. Both the forwart
and backward strokes of his torso keep it rolling.

"This is the best Christmas ever.” the boy said

Kyle was born healthy, but much of his limbs had to be
amputated when he was a tot because of a rare disease

meningococcemia. It damaged his circulation and caused
gangrene. Surgeons amputated his arm above the elbows and
took two-thirds of each leg. He has had 35 operations
' » » ]
Tying the knot via satellite

PORT-AU-PRINCE: Renee Collingwood and her boyfriend
tied the knot, but they won't be kissing anytime soon. She s a
'US army officer in _Haitl, he's in upstate New York. They ex
changed wedding vows via satellite hookup, reports AP

Standing in a room at the US army's main base here on
Friday night and flanked by an army chaplain and other sol
diers, the 23-year-old lleutenant beamed into a video camera
set above a TV screen displaying the groom.

In Fort Drum. NY. a grinning, Benjamin Lee. 24 was
flanked by Collingwood's mother, Lynne. the brides 16
month-old son, Devon, and three family friends. Collingwood s
10th Mountain Division is based in Fort Drum.

After having the fatigue-clad bride and Lee repeat wedding
vows, Army chaplain Capt Robert Sinriett said. "With this ring
I thee wed” and. In lieu of Lee, he placed the ring on her fin
ger.
"At this point, I'd say kiss the bride. but a wave will have to
do," the chaplain told Lee, who through the TV screen blew
her a kiss anyhow and .

"Before, | had never even heard of a VTC."” Collingwood. of
Ithaca, NY, said of the Video Teleconference. which US sol
diers here occasionally use to chat with relatives back home
“It's ' kind of like when people jump out of an airplane (o get
married. If you're going to do it. do it in style.”

And =

mosily sadness.

"There is not one Croatia,
but two — the big one of the
underprivileged and the tiny
one of those who have every-
thing.” said one Zagreb resi
dent, Jelena Lovric

At the public kitchen, most
people tumed their faces away
when asked what plans they
had for Christmas

"We have been saving the
money to be able to cook at
home on Christmas Eve and
Christmas,” said Jelena Ores.
kovic, standing in line with
her daughter Nikolina. 6. "Bt
there won't be anything under
the tree for the children.™

WASHINGTON: Janta pro
vided the cheer and President
Chlinton contributed the Christ-
mas stories on Thursday at a
White House party for scores of

children. reports AP.
More than 100 children

sat and sprawled on the floor
of the State Dining Room as
the President got comfortable
on a bench.

First lady Hillary Rodham
Clinton held the first cat
Socks. in her lap as her hus
band read aloud [om “Visil
From St Nicholas or the Night

Before Christmas.
Santa Claus wore his official

Secret Service pass
costumed Frosty the Snowman
listened with the rest
The children were (rom
schools, foster homes and fa
cilities for the poor run by the

international organization, the
Salvation Army. in the Wa
shington area

LIMA: In Florencio Orcos
pasa s vision of the first Chrisi
mas. the wise men arrive as
expected. a Roman centurion

stands guard over a destroyed
Andean village and a flving

saucer glides in a fish tank
reporis AP
The natvity scene that

Orcoapasa has put together in
a colanial church in down
townt Lima mixes the l1radi
tlonal images of Christmas
with a personal statement on
the bitter reality of Peruvian

povery
“This vear were going
through the worst poverty

we've expertenced. Orcoapa

sa sl Christmas shoukdn
be like that

To one side of the Nativily
an aguartam with live fish
contalns a mechanical fisher
man and a wmoving flying
saucer The lisherman repre
sents President Fujimon

He fishes but catches
nothing. and the Hsh — coi
ruption and nequily are
happy. he said



