Dhaka, Sunday,

Chechnya's Moral Win

In the face of air and ground attacks by the
Russian troops the fall of Chechnyan capital
Grozny is perhaps just a matter of time. That the
far superior Russian forces are facing a stubborn
resistance speaks for itself but does not mean the
defenders of Grozny can hold the enemy at bay
for long. It is more because of a rift in the Russian
command that has actually let the conflict grow
to its present size and intensity. The success of
Moscow's military offensive however does not
guarantee that it can bring the break-away
republic to permanent submission.

The question that has been looming large since
before the Russian invasion began a couple of
weeks back. is. if Chech is going to be another
Afghanistan for Russia. by the patriotic zeal,
the Chechen ienple have forced the invading
columns of tanks and personnel or armoured ve-
hicles to a halt. The Russian commanders were
helpless before such moral resistance the un-
armed and peaceful civilians. So the first round of
the encounter has been won by the morally
stronger Chechen people.

To go by the self-determination trend in the
former Soviet Union's republics, Chechnya has
committed no crime. As early as in 1992 did the
republic opt for secession from Russia. Moscow
appears to have failed to read the implications.
Its own problems have largely contributed to the
consolidation of the Chechnyan resolve for inde-
pendence or self-rule. And, now a pro-democracy
military group., once an ardent supporter of
President Boris Yeltsin, has called on him to stop
his unjust war in Chechnya. It has even gone as
far as urging airforce pilots to follow the footsteps
of officers who had earlier refused to attack or
resigned in protest. The Russian parliament has
also split on this issue. Whether Grachev, Russian
Detence Minister, has dragged President Boris
Yeltsin or he himself took the opposition matters
little

Since the Russian leadership has opted for a
military solution to the problem, it will have diffi-
culty backing out. But what is surprising is the ab-
<ence of any — even mild — reactions to this in-
vasion from the western countries. They have re-
ceived a snub in Bosnia and no longer intend to
meddle in the "internal affairs of Russia.” Like the
3osnian Muslims, the Chechnyan followers of
islam too are left to fight it out for themselves.
Another prolonged guerrilla war seems to be in
prospect.

Happy Christmas

The birth of Christ, to which the Christian faith
has its umbilical cord, is being celebrated today.
It coincides with a vastly increased importance
being attached lately to peace, tolerance and co-
existence in a strife-torn world.

The messages that Lord Christ delivered to
the world through the poignancy of an excruciat-
g physical pain and mental agony he perﬂnnﬂ.lgl
suffered are a priceless heritage for all mankind.
In terms of civilisational output and a system of
values as applied to the material world, which
( hristianity has largely helped shape, the legacy
has an undoubted claim to pemnnialig:

The sheer force of the spirit over the matter,
with its intended application in real-life situa-

tions., forms the essence ol Christ's apgeal. His
messages urge a constant introspection over

what is and what ought to be.

Christian values of justice, fair-play, compas-
sion for others under testing and provocative cir-
cumstances, let alone what we or under-
stand by fellow-feeling, have illumined many a
dark mind, within the Christiandom itself, over
hundreds of years. If some individual followers of
this %reat religion failed to remain on the
mora %rﬂund that sparkles with the noble pre-
cepts of penitence and confessions, it was obvi-
r.ma%their fault.

ether it is Bosnia, Chechnya, Middle East,
Somalia, Rwanda, Jaffna or Haiti the needs of the
hour are peace and conciliation in place of vio-
lence, turbulence and blood-letting. Innocent
people are d like flies in God's good earth as
hate rankles in communities led by men with
their own prejudices. Some positive signs of re-
jecting extremism in  preference to rigid
arochialism, of the ethnic or religious , we
ave observed to our great satisfaction. Let the
trend bloom into flowers.

We share the joy of the Christian community on
this great occasion. A very happy Christmas to our
Christian brothers and sisters!

The ceasefire in Bosnia, catalysed by a Jimmy
Carter mission, holds out the promise of a four-
month cessation of hostilities between the
Muslim-led Bosnian government and the Serbian
occupation force. The respite will be utilised by
the two sides to negotiate a peace deal. In the
first place a comprehensive ceasefire is to be
worked out by January 1 by the parties before
they get into the substantive phase of negotiating
any durable peace.

One only hopes this ceasefire holds.

Pessimism creeps in for two other reasons:
One on a core issue and the other on a rather

peripheral but portentous one. There is a danger

that the ceasefire might freeze the occupation of
territories

l A by the Serbs who now hold 70% of the
and despite being a small minority. Secondly,
the Bosnian Croats and the Musllntlyrebell who

have been fighting the Muslim-led Bosnian gov-
ernment forces do not bind themselves to the
ceasefire ement. so that they remain as a di-
versionary force on a rather sideline.
The terms of ccasefire the Serbs agreed
to are hardly indicative of any of heart on
their part. On the vital question with
21 per cent of the territories held them, as

required by the big- er peace formula, they
are still uncommitted. - That, to the Serbs, the
ace formula is "a starting-point” and not the
is for talks, means they are s to their
guns. In the wake of their recent suc-

cesses, the Serbs are spcakuﬁ from a position of
vation’ se is to

strength. Their sole moti
clinch a modified peace

torial advgntage over the
to the maximum extent

and Croats will be hurt

lan to retain terri-

uslims and the Croats
ssible. The Muslims
ould matters come to

such a pass; because, being an overwhelming ma-
juﬁty.tiih hats:l lbecn already humiliating for them to
accept the per cent territorial quota envisaged
in the peace plan. 2

With a ceasefire coming into effect, the
Bangladesh troops, trapped in the besieged town
of Velika Kladusa, should be able to evacuate
smoothly,
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HERE is hardly 4 days to
go before the opposition
would tender their
resignations in the Parliament.
for which notice has already
been given to the Speaker.
Unecertainty looms large on
the ical horizon. Future of
country's Fifth Parllament is
unpredictable; more so is the
future of democracy.
*“REMEMBE R" sald
John Adams, ‘remember,
democracy never lasts long. It
soon wastes. exhausts and
murders itself". It is unbeliev
able that the people and par-
ties who sacrificed and -tg-ug
gled for democracy now should
bring an end to the process
which they ushered by allow-
ing such a suicide.

have been oo many interrup-

tions and disruptions in the
Constitutional process in our
history. People of Bangladesh
may be spared this Ume an-
other collapse of the demo
cratic process. Question of
one's face is not 8o paramount,
nor there is any risk of losing
face in conceding to a point,
otherwise reasonable and
principled. It is also dangerous
to have so much brinkmanship
in the political maneuver in a
delicate democracy which is
yet to grow. If the Prime Min-
ister would become a com

moner say for 60 or 90 days it
would do her no harm. The
commoners may still decide to
elect her to power who sent
her to power in 199]1. No one

Prime Minister Can Help Avert this Co

by M Amir-ul Islam

The demand for a caretaker
government which arises from
the past experience of "made
up elections” through election
engineering adopted by the
autocratic regime in the past,
needs to be understood In the
context of those tragedies.
Problem is primarily to restore
confidence and credibility In
the election system which has
been systematically destroyed
as part of militarisation pro-
cess of politics. Instead of re-
versal of the trend after
restoration of democracy In
1991 people witnessed repeti-
tion of the same during the by-
elections and mayoral elec-
tions held under the present

interim national governmer!
headed by the present Prime
Minister which has gol found
favour with the opposition
Demands were also raised for
having the interim government
under the Ombudsman, though
the office of Ombudsman has
not yet been established Op-
tion has also been discussed
about having a permanent
committee of elders selecter
by the Speaker in consultation
with the Leader of the House
and the opposition. While the
government is ready to lorm a
national government under the

present Prime Minister con
sisting of equal number of
members in the cabinet from

Prime Minister and the Minis

ter of Interior should |jose
their posts The former was to
be replaced by the President of
the Assembly who would ap-
point a new Minister of the In

terior with the consent of lall
party] Bureau of the Assemnbly

and would alsc bring into the
government one member of

each group in the Assembly
not already represented in the
government. It is quite possi
ble that a similar [lormulation
may create a basis for meeting
Lhe present crisis in
Bangladesh, # this formulation
is not percetved as any loss of
face by any party. Rather, it can
be accepted as an agreed con
venition and need not be im
plemented till the completion

nfrontation

K Inusl OOty .

This Article only enabies
the Prime Minister a role to
continue in office till her suc-
cessor enters office after hav
ing general election within
three months after the diseolu
tion of Parliament. Begum
Khaleda Zia s povernment thus
hecomes a caretaker govern-
menit as soon as the Parliament
is dissolved merely for the
purpose of handing over the
power 0 her successor in of
fice. So the concept of a care-
taker government is a preva-
wnt concept which is already
in the Constitution. What the
opposition wants is (o make
the caretaker government
neutral and free frofn party in
fluence. The Speaker leading
such holding over process may
ook more neutral than the
Frime Minister heading it as
was the position in France un-
der the Fourth Repubiic.

After the disscolution of the
Parliament the Prime Minister
or any other minister does no
longer represent his /her con-
stituency as M. P. nor is there
any responsibility attached to
the Cabinet to remain account-
able toc the Parliament. In
other words. there is no ac-
countability to the Parliament
for the caretaker government
even if it is headed by the
party leader as is usually the
case during the existence of
the Parliament. No mischief
will be done to the entire
structure and balance in the
Constitution if, instead of the
Prime Minister, the Speaker
heads the interim government
for a limited purpose and for a
very limited time.

Let us acknowledge that we
are deliberating on one of the
most vital issues touching upon
the mechanism for exercising
the power of the people
through a free and f(air election
which concerns each one of us
as well as all future govern-
ments. Therefore it is impor-
tant to consider these points
above the party or any group
interest. It is through collec-
tive wisdom only that we can
find an appropriate solution. In
case there is any hesitation or
doubt as to the workability of
this proposal as made above, it
may be referred to the Appel-
late Division of the Supreme
Court Tor its opinion under Ar-
ticle 104 of the Canstitution.

representatives of the people.
Others are bound to take the
hint; they will be fpols not to.
They too will convince them-
selves that Parliament can be
taken for granted and pre-
empted on major national is-
sues. The manner of defying
Parliament will very: different
groups will discover, and put
into practice, diverse styles of
taking the lawless road. And
when they do so. to the extent
of purposely disturbing law and
order on a truly grand case, the
government wil not have any
meoral right to oppose them, at
least oppose their method. The
outlaws will say that they are
flouting Parliament just as the
government has flouted it.

What is remarkable is that
none of the parties of the oppo-
sition has bothered even to is-
sue a formal statement castigat-
ing the government for issuing
an ordinance even when no exi-
gency existed. It is as if a con-
sensus has been reached
among all political parties that
parliamentary institutions and
procedures do not matter any
more. Why should then, one
wonders, the parties spend so
much time and energy fighting
elections to parliamentary bod-
les? Is il because they cannot
yet make up their mind on the
fate that awaits this nation?

The writer is a former Ft-
nance Minister of West Bengal
and now Member of Rajya
Sabba ’
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the cities and sometimes
throughout the country. Either
in support of the strike/
blockade or in apprehension of
destruction the shops remain
closed and transports off the
road. Next day the
thanks the people for
supporting hartal/blockade.
But how it could be determined
whether the shops remained
shut and transports did not ply
during hartal/blockade in sup-
port of their call? We need a
"Referendum” to find the an-
swer. The shopkeepers will cast
their votes either in favour of
hartal /blockade or against it by
Yes/No vote. The result should
published in daily newspa-
pers. This way the owners of
rickshaws, baby taxis. buses
and trucks will also conduct
referendum.

If the majority shop keepers

and transport owners of the

| country give their verdict in

then it will not only weaken the
opposition parties tremendously
but also if any hartal/blockade

is called after the Referendum it
will only be a farce.

Abdus Salam
Naya Paltan, Dhaka.

Exams and hartals

Sir, Our GCE 'O’ level exams
will start about a fortnight
from now. The current politi-

cal situation in our country

seems to indicate that there
will be a number of hartals in
the near future. If such a hartal
is called on an exam day. what
are we. the examinees, sup-
posed to do? Are we expected
to camp outside the examina-
tion hall on the British Council
premises? What an awful
thought! If we, the children of
today, cannot give our exams

English medium schools. the
number of students appearing
in GCE exams in Bangladesh
will add up to a few thousands.
To some these exams may not
seem to be very important, but
to us, the examinees, this is a
matter of life and death. Our
whole future depends upon
how we fare in thesé exams.
Good result will secure a
foothold in the ladder for
highgr education.

It would be truly patriotic
deed on the part of the politi-
cal leaders of our country if
they refrain from calling any
more hartal and, instead of

hampering the exams, they

give us their support and en-
couragement. We, the chil-
dren, need education and we
would like to get it right here
in our own motherland.

Mahruba Sameen Hussain
Gulshan, Dhaka

nancial implications, trans-
parency and information of our
people? ;

Whatever amount of public
nioney was spent on the general
elections it was poor people's
money. Can our people most of
whom live below poverty line
afford the luxury of holding the
general electlons again and
again untimely and whimsically
at the sweet will of our public
leaders? Does not general elec-
tions cost public money? Who
pays the public money? Does it
falls from the heaven? Do the
public leaders pay the required
money for holding general elec-
tions to the government trea-
Sury?

We make huge hue and cry
when a newly constructed gov-
ernment building or a public
road is cracked or damaged
before a specific stipulated pe-
riod, before iis longevity tenure.
We ask for enquiry and pun-

to representative government. both the sides as one of the of the p.rr*.urnt tenure. It can
Kh:{:dttc Z:.In:r.t:r u?:l"u:: mmﬁghlmm}' The need fnf' a care taker possible outcome __“" the dia '“‘”'“”_h"‘ ”;‘ *';"W{Eﬂ'-ﬂd if agreed,
perform the responsibility of choose to do so at the end of and neutral government for logue initiated by Sir Ninian, it as part of ihe --D“"’;”““““ g
an elected ment accord- her term in order that a con- the interim period for holding is not. hnwrvf_r mlhn}ﬂ to ‘*"-’*”‘f f‘-"‘“""t point of time. o
ing to the Constitution. "ought  vention may be allowed to  the election is no doubt a legit-  bring —any Cognstitutionsl flave an intenm governmsent
to realize that the utmost re- o e - e — mm—
sponsibility under our Consti- "Constitution in developing countries are apt to prove ﬁ'tui structures, mainly because so much
;;‘,‘5“;‘{,:’;;‘}05”;;;222’“; value is attached to the acquisition and retention of political power, followed by suppression or
w e
people. s i supercession of the Constitution”.
"CONS T
- imate and a popular demand as change headed by the Speaker on the
walch = Frime" el gruw[ iﬂr;ﬂnll’;tiiﬂiﬁgﬂvsﬁ; the people, and particularly all T'Ilfl" opposition on the other  dissolution of Parliament with
aften:is. relerTing A0 A7 Az 20 :E“:h successor Prime Minis- the opposition political par- hand insists an a neutral g equal number of members In
prove frail structure” in the tir |u:;wnrn in ties, believe that such a gov- ernment by bringing a¥wmge  the cabinet from both the
Bands ot those Majer artnrsk for Neutral ernment only can ensure the in the Constitution. Begum  party in power and in opposi
who do not kuow how 10 WeE Administration neutrality of Administration. Khaleda Zia is uncompromis- tion would not entail any
the: Conatiiution. Constintion Security forces, Police, Law ing on the issue of changing change in the Constitution,
f watkec, Dot ST SeTer, Dut In view of the abuses, elec- enforcing agency and the the Constitutdon. and she in- which may be equally applica-
Uy it sphit Lettevs are Jor (Ne  (ioral frmud, Bypocricy. Irewcy media on the one hand and  sists that: "as per the Constitu- ble to any government whether
purpose of helping to build ery and sabotage, twist ar;ld can prevent ‘the abuse of the tion. only people’s representa headed by Begum Khaleda Zia
Eﬂ"ﬁmma' This can be done by frustration as has been experl- o, " a¢ronage and public  tives can run the Country. The  or the opposition leader
aving the commitment both enced in the electoral history power by any particular party crisis has to be solved within Sheikh Hasina in future or In
e e e ey Mo e L el puion e othe he ramework of the Constit'  case of any other future gov
done ﬂn;$ th.rnugh the com- Eﬁfunm ﬂgﬁE parties fg;, i There are indeed different tion” (Daily Star, Dﬂemht]-r f"i ernment,
mitment to one's own party ntﬁtraﬁp{'aretaktr government examples and modcis for such 1994, B HI]ESP b the oy 18 As a matter of fact. if one
an interim caretaker govern- sues relevant in the present _
bat more can beachieved by for the nterin periad Jollew: ment; but what is needed is political impasse il may be would look closely, it is possi-
getting the political opponents  ing dissolution of the parlia- 0" yca) will to be able to  possible to look for a solution.  ble to find the element of
e e el i ment i, thie; siewr PRIKAIE 18 hold free and fair elections Search for a solution can be caretaker government even
tals. : elected through a free and fair under a democracy and inade within the Constitution under the present dispensa
W abeenee oL S Conmuthe Eiec Lon Eﬂnqu“'zd under; @ through Constitutional means. as it is and at the same time tion of our own Constitution
L% IOcRES. Conociaus. (L neUiral AcTiinist e ool The opposition parties are maximize the aspect ol neu- Suppose. on the advice of the*
gEta Rkt {Inie, deicRiing The present. governient, overawed with the success of trality within the representa- Prime Minister the Parliamen!
L};iigr?;ma:iad EE{;?EE ﬂ;: wmf:l e ?&E??ag;f T::f d’;ﬂ 1991 elections under a model tive government under the ex- is dissolved today or is dis-
Sht rites mCY e g!::tgri:tr: gn:ﬂnmc"t now  having the Chief Justice as the isting {.‘.qnsiimuﬂna] disp{}-.]na]?- solved at the end of five years
"Conatitiation and. ASminietrs- opposes such a proposal initi- head of the interim govern- 'i.iﬂﬂ. which l::?l{['r];!f‘l::'ifn[f‘ri[rnz ti}irfrm. asmu:zd;rﬂéhrﬁ E:ﬁfr?;;
tive Law” that. ated by the opposition. Oppo- ~ ment and also by the one held POUIS m;. LTS S dispensa gg i Fie
"Constitution in developing sition. on the other hand, boy- in Pakistan under the Presi- Mt:;sﬂ B LARCH B P - lo prevent : FEU"] Mianistir s
countries are apt to prove frall cotts the Parliament and dency of Moyeen Quraeshi. » - the Ii"ﬂif-l:“ u[;'}ltl; orvler Acts
structures, mainly because so started a movement of hartal Without realizing that such In tracing the msmuu_nnal '-‘-'l-"'lsf?lu{:j! C fis Lecttation
much value is attached to the and blockade in order to paral- models. though served a par- model under a Constitutional '?‘If:‘“ N ; Edes that "Nothing
acquisition and retention of yse the government creating a ticular need at a particular framework refe;e_nce can be ‘:'f *:1 F:_lﬂdr shall disguatify
political power, followed by political deadlock in the coun- moment in history, cannot be ~made to provision in the l;l tPlE; o Sl'?ﬂldlﬂ
suppression or supercession of try. National and even interna- substituted for an institutional Lnns.ltltguﬂn of the Fourth Re l;ﬁ r mt;'l o hag
the Constitution”. tional initiative to mediate mechanism nor can it be re- public in France. amended in oillce unti : A
One would like to appeal to between tHe two views have Ppeated under the present 1954, that in the event of dis- entered office.” It does not
the leaders and particularly not resulted in any settlement Constitutional dispensation. solution of the Assembly by a make it I‘-""«“'”P:HEWE thi' “':F
the Prime Minister that there of the issue. ' There are also proposals for government in power the present incumbent to Lhe ol-
N the hoopla of one.day —
I cricket and the frenzy the t all r)
State Assembly elections °
have generated. issues of
substances, which ought to . . .
have received the n%tdta's Ashok Mltl'{l writes from Delhi _
EE:,T;“E 1;: Eg;ﬂi;ﬂq#: The government deliberately decided to take what can with justification be called the lawless road,
nation's parliamentarians have thereby demonstrating its contempt for established democratic conventions. _
Ef,;“ﬂﬁ,l:ﬁl 1512[::;;5;“:5?:&2‘ ernment. Long parliamentary Private sector. Laying down Instead, _the. government® cumstanc&:& are compelling and
Action Taken Report on the  sessions imply that the govern- such [resh guidelines for the in- chose to spring the decision on  the nation's interests would be
Joint Parliamentary’ Commi- ment will have to be constantly Stitution and drastically the people and their represen-  adversely affected in a grievous
ttee's recommendations conc- on its toes, face day after day a ¢hanging its structure may be tatives in Parl:axpent. In the two manner, that, with Parliament
erning those answerable for the  barrage of questions and defend good or bad; it can conceivably sessions of Parliament till now not in session, an ordinance is
financial scam threatens to. itself on contentious matters. If hasten the pace of industrial this year, not a hint was normally supposed to be issued.
continue: it might perhaps the gap between sessions hap- development, or have a reverse dropped that a legislative pro- [n the pres;nt instance, no
disrupt the winter session of pen to get wider and wider, both  effect. Whatever way it works  posal of this nature was forth-  such compelling circumstances
Parliament as well. And as the  ministers and civil servants can  ©ul. the ment, as long as  coming. No hint was dropped existed. The ordinance convert-
decisions and non-decisions in  effort to take it relatively easy. ‘it is in office and enjoys the presumably because the gov-  ing the IDB_I into a private cor-
recent years over the Mandal There are, besides. other . confidence of Parliament, is ernment did not feel that a sit- porate entity must therefore
and the Mandir issues suggest. seeming advantages. Without entitled to translate its intent  uation of any exigency existed have been motivated by the sole
it is not Parliament, but the very many Members of Parlia- into reality. No quarrel can be as far as the functioning of the intention to by-pass Parliament
arena outside where the major ment being even aware of it. re-  Picked on that score. But  Industrial Development Bank of and parliamentary procedures.
battles of policy are cently the government issued should not the matter have India was concerned. Since Nothing would have mattered,
increasingly being fought out. an ordinance converting the In- been deliberated in Parliament there was no exigency. the gov-  if, instead of the ordinance, the
Parliament. even when it bestirs  dustrial Development Bank of i the first place? The govern-  ernment could as well have government came with a bill be-
itself, does so in response to India into a private company ment had plenty of opportuni- wa{ted lﬁ:r the winter session fore Parliament next month and
happenings outside. - and delineating the details of ti€s throughout the year to which is barely a few weeks had it passed following a de-
This development has its arrangements for selling the bring a bill for the purpose be- away. But suddenly the gov- bate. The government deliber-
positive aspects, since it can be  shares of this new corporate fore Parliament. It could have  ernment discovered that here ately decided to take what can
argued that, without waiting for  unit to the public at large. The done so during the four long was an opportunity to snub with justification be called the
a Parliament's slow-moving pro- IDBI is the major financial insti- months of the Budget Session, Parliament. It persuaded the lawless road, thereby demon-
cesses to reflect their wishes. tution for fostering industrial oOr during the short Monsoon President to issue an ordinance strating its contempt for estab-
the people themselves take the .. growth in the country. It was till  session. It did not such thing at  for enforcing changes in the lished democratic conventions.
injtiative to indicate Lo the gov- now in the public domain and either session. Nor was any no- . structure of the [DBI. Under The consequences can be
ernment what the nation's pri-  its activities were in conformity  tice served in Parliament about  Article 74 of the Constitution, far-reaching. Once the govern-
orities are Parliamentary ses- with the government's goals, the government's desire to move the President had no choice ment shows the way how to
sions thereby lose their signifi- objectives and prescriptions. a bill with the objective of ini-  but to sign the ordinance, since flout established conventions, it
cance. It is not without signifi-  With liberalisation gathering tiating major qualitative the government had asked it. actually sends a signal to the
cance that parliamentary ses- pace, it is obviously the official changes in the pattern of indus- What does the move por- people that, according to it,
siogs have of late got shortened.  Objective to convert it into an trial financing in the country  tend? There are clear-cut rules Parliament does not really mat-
In a way, this trend. one agency which will henceforth and -the infrastructural ar- and conventions for issuing or-  ter and major decisions can be
suspects, also suits the gov- mostlly do the bidding of the rangements for that purpose. dinances. It is only when ;;11--‘ taken without consulting the
———— e = - e
Lette FEEL . F and get on with our studies 3 ishment to the concerned gov-
o fbr p Hbflﬂ'ﬂﬂ?n i ﬂw“, col m{“ should then certainly there will be no G‘EII.EI'E]. ElEﬂtlﬂﬂE ernment officials and contrac-
addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed | prosperous future tomorrow. mﬂi‘; ]'f:a“; “;“::ta?:gﬁmuﬂi tors for irregularities and cor-
with double space. For reasons of space, short letters | _ S X8 ST MDY Bl cochoque o hokdng e DB e W wondes
are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts. | ' jaie can be shifted due to har-  1ast general elections, 1991,  why some of us are demanding
Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all communica- | tal coming in the way. But GCE g;lder a caretaker gn;rtemmfnt? for fresh general electiéns be-
tions must bear the writer's real name, signature and Exnﬁiﬁ"f’aﬁﬁa?g ;[f?,f.ﬁ? P D lrz;‘ﬂ& f:ndu;f Dt}n:mm;: p;r:
[ gddress. : the world on the same day. If¢ S0me claim it to be Taka five |3 men?
. ' i we in Bangladesh fail to appear hupgired cIoie. e do not know We would request the MPs of
Referendum on har- favour of hartal/blockade then  due to political turmoil. we the E’:}E‘Ct figur '?.' Durkgﬂverg both the treasury and the op-
¢ de it will force the Govt to fulfil the ©~ miss the boat and have to wait f“‘:“tl a8 "E"ft-" t‘F‘ “EI_ now the  position benches to explain
al/blocka demand of the opposition. on  six months for another chance actual amount of public money  iheir conduct to the people. We
Sir, Strikes and blockades  the otherhand. if the majority on repayment of high exam SPe€nt from Lhe government  y4,1d also request them not to
have brought the country down  shopkeepers and transport fee. treasury. Would our Ministry of  agte public money whimsically
to the point of destruction. Op-  owners of the country give ver- Due to proliferation of the Finance kindly let us know the  yjih6ut any alm and objective
position calls strike/blockade in  dict against hartal/blockade actual figure for the sake of fl-

of achieving any fruitful result.
We do not find any necessity
and justification for carrying
out any more political move-
ment in the country after

restoration of democracy in
1991].

O H Kabir
Dhaka-1203.

Forest Policy

Sir. The new National Forest
FPolicy, 1994 announced by the
Minister of Environment and
Forests on 15 12.94 at a press
conference at the ministry s
conference room is of vital con-
cern for the nation, as forests
play a significant role in meet-
ing the economic, environmen-
tal protection and social needs
of the country. People's partici-
patlon is a pre-requisite for
formulating a people-oriented
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forest policy. Elfective imple-
mentation of such a policy also
requires involvemnent as well as
full support of the peopie.

As such, to secure such par-
ticipation. involvement and
support of the people, the peo-
ple need to be appraised of the
full text of the new forest policy.
It is, therefore. suggested that
the new National Forest Policy,
1994 may be published in the
daily newspapers so that the
people can appraise themselves
and offer their views/
comments/suggestions, if there
be any, on it for Government's
consideralions.

R A Choudhury
Dhanmondi R/A, Dhaka-1205.

Tk 1 coin

Sir, The Bangladesh Bank
has recently released coins of
Taka One denomination. | am
not aware how far it is true but
it is heard that these coins are
being smuggled oul 10 a ncigﬁ'-
bouring country because the
metal value of One-Taka coin is
more than Taka three as the
metal of these coins can be
used to manufacture spoons
and other similar utensils.

| would request the relevant
authority to verify the appre-
hension.

M Zahidul Haque
Asstt Prof BAI Dhaka,



