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With 4he advent of winter..a
large number of migratory
s arvive in this country
from  colder climes in Siberia
and Europe. Their arrival
reaches its peak in January-
Fehruary They start returning
to thetr original habitats from
April.

According 1o ornithologists.
a total of 632 species of birds
are found in  Bangladesh of
which nearly 200 are migra-
tory Of these migratory birds.
neasly 25 species are ducks
that lall prey to the poachers
the most. The other duck
species are pintail, brahminy.
bare headed shovelior. com
mon pocard, common ruddy.
shell wopted and lag goose.

The ornithologists have
identified the impulse that
drives the migration of birds
of many species. According to
them. most species ol birds,
because of their high metabeolic
rate  require a Hch, abundant
supply of food at freguent in-
tervals. Such a situation does
ot prevail throughout the year
i1 any given region. Birds have
thus evolved a highly efficient
means for travelling swiftly
aver long distances with great
economy of energy.

The migration flights follow
spevilic roules sometimes
well defined over long dis-
tances The speed of migratory
birds depends largely on the
~pectes and the type ol terrain
convered Most migrations oc-
cur at relatively low aldtudes.
Most birds are gregarious dur-
112 migration. even those that
display a fierce individualism
at all other times. Birds of sim-
lar habits sometimes travel
iogether.

1 was estimated -by some
arnithologists that the volume
of their arrival last year was 40
her centl less as compared
with (he previous year. The
positton of their influx during
‘his vear is yet to be finally es-
timated but ft may be re-
membered that these birds are
not only good intercontinental

Guest Birds On Annual Visit

By ASM Nurunnabi

Miers. they are very seunsitive
and take offensive so easily
and remember the dangers of
a clime and communicate it to
following generations. In this
context, it may be mentioned
that the guest birds normaily
face disturbance from large-
scale hunting in the haor areas
which these birds choose as
their iemporary .abode. The
Hakaloki haor in Sylhet shel-
ters Lhe  highest number of
gues{ birds. Srimangal is an-
other place of their concentra-
Lo . '
There are good and bad ef-
fects of the hugt influx of the
guest birds. The good eflects
mainly relate to their envi-
ronmental impact. The drop-
pings of such large number of
birds in the water areas turm
into planktons which serve as
food for different kinds of fish
in water areas. As for those
species of birds which are land
based. the droppings serve to
enhance the fertility of the
soil and enrich the vegetation.
They also play a helpful role in
pest control inasmuch as they
feed on different kinds of
harmful insects and also field
mice and rodents etc.

Among the bad effects may
be cited the damage they cause
to corn fields when they swoop
down on them. No one, how-
ever, has yet given us a true
picture as to the extent of
damage done to our crops by
the guest birds. In this re-
spect. some go the extent of
suggesting that some mea-
sures be taken to contain the

damage done by the guest

hirds to our crops in the fields
and consume fish from our
rivers, beels and haors every
vear. One redeeming feature in

this respect is said to be that

some of the bird species do
not feed on corns. Another re-

deeming feature is said to be”

that in April when boro pad-
(lies are ripe for harvesting. it
is time for most of the species

Berlusconi caretaker
PM of Italy

HOME, Dec 23 Silvio Ber
busopnt. Now caretaker prem
1. kept up his press for early
elections Friday and asserted
he was the best choice to lead

the  comntry to the vote,
reparts AP

Berlusconi. who submitted
his resignation to President
(1er 4r Luigi Scallaro on
Mrsday insisted that only he
oriled bead Ttaly in this ume of
<« andals. political change arxd
reform. But on Friday he did

vt that somieone else could
conceivably replace him.

| don't believe I'm the only
premier possible.” he told a
vear-end news conference
shen asked if he'd be willing
1o let someone else be premier
1 orcler to save his conserva-
tive coalition.

Fiut he added: "I made it
clear (to Scaltaro) that 1 retain
i would be an error to change
the composition of this gov-
erniment for the brief period
that separates us from the
necessary elections.

Il Scalfaro dissolves parlia-
mernit. elections could come as
earlv as late March — the one-
vear anniversary of Berlusconi's
sweep 1tn power. But many
analysis have seen the possibil-

iy of a interiin government (o
chral with important legislation
and allow the political atmo-
sphere to cool.

Berlusconi also said plans
are under way to sever his ties
with his giant media and retail
conglomerate. He said "a very
important companv of the
group” could be sold in coming
dayvs. He did not name the
company. but ltalian media has
said he was tryving to sell his
Standa department stores,
Italv s biggest retail chain.

Scalfaro. however. opposes
edarly elections. Berlusconi said
arnd indtcated the president
might insist on political nego-
tiations which could go on for
weeks

Scalfaro h-egzm consultations
Friday with political leaders on
whether to call new electlions
or try to mediate Italy's 54th
governmernltl since 1945,

His first major appointment
was scheduled for late after-
noon, when . he meets
Francesco Cossiga, the former
premier and ex-head of state
who has been touted by some
as a possible choice for
premier, at least until elec-
tions are held.

Cabinet reshuffle in
South Korea

SEOLUL, De¢ 23; South Ko-
rean President Kim Young-Sam
today made a sweeping cabinet
reshuffle. replacing Foreign
Minister Han Sung-Joo and a
dozen other members, a pres-
idential spokesman said.

Han will be replaced by
Gong Ro-Myung. a career
diplomat who is now ambas-
sadar to Japan.

Deputy Prime Minister
Hong J Ae-Hyong. who is also
the Economic Planning Minis-
ter, will head the powerful Fi-
nance and Economics Board.
This was created by Lhe
merger of the finance ministry
dnd economic planning board
under a government reorgani-
sation plan.

Hong will remain as the

deputy prime minister.

Those dropped from the
cabinet included Defence
Minister Rhee Byoung-Tae,
Trade Minister Kim Chul-Su
and Interior Minister Choi
Hyung-Woo, the spokesman
said. :

The new Defence Minister
will be Lee Yang-Ho, Chairman
of Joint Chiefs of Staff.

An earlier reports said: All
South Kerea's cabimet minis-
ters except the Prime Minister
resigned e¢n masse loday ahead
of a scheduled cabinet reshul-
fle by President Kim Young-
Sam. later in the day, a gov-
errument spokesman said.
~ Prime Minister Lee Hong-
Koo, who gathered resigna-
tions in a cabinet meeting, was
due 10 go to.the presidential

blue house o present the res-
ignations formally to Kim.

The list of new cabinet
members was expected
shortly. the spokesman said.

The shake-up had been ex-
pecied since early this month
when Kim proposed a hill to
merge and streamline major

government ministries and cut

dozens of high-ranking posts.

Parliament earlier today
passed the government reor-
ganisation bill, paving the way
for the cabinet changes.

Lee. who. was deputy prime
minister until last week, was
named premier last Saturday
to herald the reshuffle.

Student jailed
for mourning
Kim's death

SEQUL. Dec 23 : A South
Korean court has sentenced a
college student to two years in
jail for mourning the death of
North Korean leader Kim Il-
Sung, officials said today, re-

ports Reuter.
A court official said Lee
Young-Kyu, 23, a student

leader of a provincial univer-
sity, was jalled on Thursday for
violating the national security
law. J S,
The official said Lee was
found guilty of taking part in a
secret memorial service at the
~university with 10 other stu-
dents and of leading illegal
anti-governmeni protesis.

of guest birds to leave. Accord
ing to some mﬂttju:cw:- g
good effects tip the scale
the whole, their influence on
the ecology of the regions
where they temporarily settle
is held to be bcnt;i:l:i:‘l
outweighing whatever -
fects their presence brings
about. '

Poaching and selling of
guest birds continue despite

it's directive to en-

force strictly the law prohibit-
ing the hunting of winter
birds. Netted mostly in the
haor areas. the ‘birds are
shipped to the capital and
other major citltes where buy-
ers can afford the prices de-
manded by the sellers. In this
city, however, the birds find
comparatively safe restin
places. The main locations
their conecentration in the city
are the lakes in the BDR HQ at
Peelkhana, Mirpur Zoo,
Bangabhaban and the beels and
water areas around the city.

The duck species are
mostly found on sale in the city
in the peak season of migra-
tion at such places as Elephant

Road. Manik Mia Avenue, Pan-
thapath, Baily Road. Mirpur

Road. Mouchak Market areas.

The Wild Life Society Is
understood to be campaigning
for years to protect the winter
birds from the hunters but
their appeal so far has fallen on
deaf ears, as is felt by some
wild life experts. Some, how-
ever, suggest that in order to
help our people to have a rea-
sonable view about the guest
birds. a survey imay be made
about the number of guest
birds normally sold each year
in Dhaka streets, the approxi-
mate number of guest birds
that visit Bangladesh each
year, the extent of damage
done each year to our crops,
the amount of fish wealth
eaten up by the guest birds and
the extent of fertility which
enriches our soil from the
droppings. of the guest birds

every year.

BNP leaders

From Page 1 Col 3

unless their demand was nwet.
This source sounded quite

confident that the new BNP

plan would be acceptable to all

— Lhe Awami League, the Jatiya
Party and the Jamaat-e-Islami.
, When pressed to elaborate,
| the source would orily say that
the new ruling party plan
would not mean a total capitu-
lation to the Opposilion.
1 Although it may express the
BNP's readiness to concede to
the demand lor a caretaker
soveriunent o conduct fukure
national elections after the ex-
piry of the tenure of the Fifth
Parliament. it would also lay
down its own conditions for
such an amendment to the
Constitution.

Party Secretary General and '
LGRD Minister Abdus Salam
Talukdar, however, told this
correspdndent that there had
been no change yet in the offi-
cial party position regarding
the Opposition demand.

The BNP standing commit-
tee. the highest policy-plan-
ning organ of the party, is
scheduled to meet Monday,
December 26 to discuss the
latest political situation.

Meanwhile, Opposition

| Chief Whip Mohammad Nasim
' told The Daily Star last night
that the threatened resigna-
tion seems inevitable because
the ruling party has taken rigid.
stance against the Opposition
- demand.
He said the leaders of the
' major opposition parties would
meei Leader of the Opposition
Sheikh Hasina at the Sangsad
Bhaban this evening,

He said that meeting would
finalise the next course of ac-
tion. _

Opposition sources also said
they might call a countrywide
hartal [or. three consecutive
days from January 2.

Mizan warns of

oust-govt agitation

CHANDPUR, Dec 23: Jati¥a
Party acting Chairman Mizanur
Rahman Chowdhury today
urged the ruling party'to ac-
cept the demand for a care-
taker government before the
December 27 deadline and
avert political crisis, reports
1INB. : .

Addressing a public meet-
ing at the Baburhat High
School ground in the after-
noon, the JP leader said still
there is time to accept the
demand by showing respeet to
the people's will,

otherwise, he warned, the
ous§-government agitation
would bhegin with the opposi-
tion MPs resigning en masse
from parliament on December
28. /

Mizan Chowdhury alleged
repression on opposition wor-
kers, corruption and nepotism

by the BNP government.

He said that after assuming
power, the prime minister
could not fulfil any commit-
| ments made to the people.

three major opposition parties ,;

The

Kamal again urges
Khaleda, Hasina
for understanding

President of the Gano Fo-
rum. Dr Kamal Hossain, said
people had voted for democ:
racy. rule of law and develop-
‘ment and not for creating such
a situation in parllament, re-
ports BSS.

Speaking at a two-day cen
tral council meeting of the Fo-
rum, Dr Kamal said people
were sufllering from fear and
despair centering on the
threat of resignation an-
nouncement by the members
of the opposition parties from

on December 28

Dr. Kamal Hossain reiter-
ated his call to the Prime Min-
ister and Leader of the Oppo-
sition to reach an understand-
ing in the interest of the na-
tion and the people.

Member of the council of

ts Advocate Zahirul Is-
lam submitted report on polit
ical situation obtaining in the
country and organisational ac-
tivities in the meeting.

Non-stop action
after Dec 27, .
says Zillur

Awami_League General

Zillur Rahman urged

the to take all-out pre-

ation for aust-government

E:irtnUnn after December 28,
reports UNB. .

Addressing a rally at Gul-
shan Natun Bazar premises
yesterday afternoon, he blamed
the government's stubborrniness
and autocratic mentality for
the present political crisis.

If the BNP fails to meet the
demand for a caretaker gov-
ernment by December 27,
non-stop action programmes
will be announced to pull do-

wn this government and es-
tablish rights to vote and
food, he said.

Presided over by local AL
leader Labiuddin, the rally was
acldressed by Shahara Khatun,
Laisuzzaman. Abbasullah Sikdar
and Dr Shahjahan.

DCC action

From Page 1 (el 7
however. said Lhicy evicted
some 700 hawkers from in and
around the New Market last
month. But many of them have
returned to their places by
how, he admitied.

He said it was tough to go
for a massive action pro-
gramme against the illegal oc-
cupants. "It would be like a
‘battle’ if we go for stern action
since the illegal occupants are
organised and jn same cases
they have connection with dif-
ferent political groups.,” he
said.

The DCC has no force of its
own to fight against them, he
said adding, "even sometimes
we have to abandon our regular
operation due to lack of ade-
quate police force.” _

Political turmoil and insta-
hility also barred the corpora-
tion from taking any strong
action which., according to
him, ‘'may have impact on po-
litical atmosphere since the
Mayor is a political figure.’

The DCC Mayor could not
he contacted for his com-
inents.

Talking to this correspon-
dent chiefl revenue officer of
DCC Solaiman Mallick admit-
ted that the response to the
notice for vacating occupied
shops and spaces was rather
poor.

But. he claimed eviction
drives in the New Market and
Ahsan Manzil areas had helped
recover most of the illegally
occupied shops. He, however,
could not give an exact figure
of such shops.

"We are continuing our evic-
tion drive although sometime
we are delayed becausé of a
lack of adequate police force."
‘he said. "We are also going to
invite applications for allot-
ment of the recovered shops.”

He contradicted a state-
meni by one of his colleague
that political influence could
hamper the corporation's
eviction programme.

- 2 murdered

From Page 1 Col 7
the scene.

Tomal was also living in the
same area. He was also an
unemployed, local people said.

Subujbagh police went to
the spot after the murder and

recovered (wo unused bullets

fromi the spol.
ﬂiumnupﬁulim- took up the

investigation inlto the murder
of Selim while Sabujbagh po-
lice was to investigate into the
Tomal murder-case. They, ac-
cording to police. interrogated
sevi Lal persons regarding the
crimes '

Prof Azharul
Islam dead

Prof Azharul Islam, a former
member of the  provincial
assembly of the then East Pak-
istan and also a member of the
Public Service Commission,

died of a heart attack at his Az-

impur residence in the city

last night, family sources said.

He was 72, reports BSS,

He left behind his wife,
three daughters

He will be buried today at
his family graveyard at Kuralia
village in Madhupur, Tangail.
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re in the town of

Russian soldiers warm up around a 0
Khassavyurt i1 the Chechen-Daghestan border yesterday as
they wait for instructions to storm Grozny, the capital of |
Chechnya. — AFP photo

Ceasefire in Bosnia
takes effect today

. SARAJEVO, Dec 23: The
Muslim-led Bosnian govern-
ment today signed a ceaselire
agreement with Bosnian Serbs  Thursday throughout the war-
to take effect from noon ( ring republic. where 200.000
1100 GMT) tomorrow, the UN people are dead or missing
said, report Reuter, AP. because of fighting that started
A text agreed by UN envoy in April 1992 '
Yasushi Akashi with the Serbs Another person was killed
earlier in the day was approved and five more were wounded
at the Bosnian presidency, al- in shelling of the northwest
lowing the ceasefire negotiated town of Bihac, a UN-declared

whé was to blame for the
shelling.

There was more viclence

by former US President Jimmy  "safe area.” Bihac has n un-
Carter to take effect a day late. der attack by Serbs from |

The ceasefire was delayed Bosnia and Croatia for weeks.
because Akashi was still dis- The violence underscored
cussing the terms with Serbs the difficulty facing any cease-
when this noon deadline fire in the 32-month war in
agreed by Carter was reached. Bosnia,

| prevent “obstacies becomne 'Artery forcep
i ints in ellor

secure-an removed from -

Khalique's belly

secure an immediate end to
} almost 33 months of fighting.
From Staff Correspondent
SYLHET. Dec 23: A team of |

Quoted Bosnian Serb leader
Radovan Karadzic as saying
that even before the agree-
ment formally goes into effect.

surgeons removed the "artery
forcep” from inside the belly of
one Abdul Khaljque in the
Sylhet MAG Osmany Medical

his troops would hold their
fire until fired upen.
College Hospital this afternoon.
Resident surgeon Moshta- |

Remaining differences pre-
vented a ceasefire from taking

que Ahmed. and assistant
professor Atiqur Rahman of

effect at noon (1100 GMT) to-
day. as agreed by both sides

the Department of Surgery
performed the operation. The

¥ with Carter earlier this week.
The White House Thursday
warmed up its praise of
Carter's peace mission to
Bosnia. saying it "may have  ,atient was said to be improv-
ir, hospital sources claimed.
The artery forcep was left
inside the belly of the patient
by mistake when he under-

helped.’
« Spokeswoman Dee Dee My-

went an operation in the hos-

pital about a month ago.

ers said the United States re-
mained sceptical of Bosnian

Serb intentions under a cease-

fire deal brokered by Carter.

But it appears t_hat_ Presi- ﬂfdﬂrding to an. ﬂfﬂ'ﬂiﬂl
dent Carter may have helped sSource, the operation was
move the Bosnian Serbs closer scheduled to be done tomor-

row (Sgturdayl but due to
worsening of the . patient's
condition the operation was
performed today.,

to returning tq the negotiating
Meanwhile. the director of

table and [ think that's cer-
tainly a good thing and we're

the hospital, Colonel Fahim
Ahmed Chowdhury, said the

grateful, she said.
three-member enquiry com-

On the eve of the planned
ceasefire, two shells slammed -

mittee would start its work
from tomorrow (Saturday).

into a Sarajevo marketplace,
killing two people and injuring
seven others.

UN officlals did not say
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ISLAMABAD Dec 23 Nine people were killed today when
a dilapidated building collapsed at Faisalabad in Punjab
province officials said The building collapsed when a wall

caved 1n and rogl debris

buried the

inside. The dead

were all from the same tamily reports AFP.
Yeltsin fires mayor
of Vladivostok

MOSCOW . Dec 23 President Baris Yeltsin fired Viadives-
tok's first democratically elected mayor Friday. nine momths

after federal riot

police in the pert city lorcefully removed
him from office on corruption charges. Vicktor Cherephov,

former submarine captain who was elecied last year, had mot
tried to return to the job since the storming of city hall last

March 17. reports AP.

The visiting Japanese ro-
upe presented a colourful
programme highlighting their
traditional eculture at the
Shilpakala Academy auditorium
in the city yesterday. reports
LNB.

Jointly organised by the
Bangladesh Shilpakala Acade-
my, Embassy of Japan and
Japan Foundation. the cultural
teamns presented eight itemns,

' including folk-song, folk-song

with dance and music on
Tsugaru-Shamisen and Shaku-
hachi.

Main attractions of t
function were colourful dance

| with umbrella and hand-fan.

musie played on Tsugaru-
Shamisen. a three-string in-
strument like Sorod and vocal
songs related to wedding-cer-
emony.

Aundiences were charmed at
the performance of Japanese

Karens kill 15
Myanmar troops

BANGKOK, Dec 23: Fifteen
Myanmiar government (roops
were killed when a Karen
rebel mortar hit an ammuni-
tion dump. a rebel source said
today. reports AFP.

The incident happéned on
Thursday after the Karens
fought off an assault on a rebel
position .t Wanghkha,

Gas network

From Page 1 €0l 4

Field Limited (SGFL] at Kai-
Jastila here 1oday.
LInder the project., he said.

\ three new wells at Rashidpur
| in Svlhet will be drilled and
. Ashugnnj-Bakhrabad gas trans-
| mission line will be completed
- along with installing system
| control and data acquisition

(SCADA). SEADA is the central
control computer system.
The energy minister was

. informed that the Mulicular

Sibe Tarbo Expander (MSTE)
plant of the SGFL. first ol its
kind in Asia. will be cominis-
sioned by the end eof January
next. The plant. being imple-
mented with the financial as-
sistance of ODA. will process
the natural gas liquified (NGL)
produced in the SGFL and
thereby will augment
country's gas production from
the present capacity of 680
million cubic feet to 730 mil-
lion cubic feet.

The ministér was further
informed that SGFL. a gas pro-
ducing company in the coun--
try. has taken up the appraisal
work of Kailastila new gas well
No. 4 at a cost of Tk 25 crore,
The work of the project, being

1 implemented with the own re-

sources of SGFL is now nearing
completion. The energy minis-
ter also visited the MSTE

plant.

the

tearn wearing traditional dress
— fersales with Kimono amd
males with Monski. Parti-
cularly. cultural heritage of the
regions of Kyoto, Heokkaido.

Aomeri and Akita were
displayed.
Earlier. Foreign Minister

ASM Mostafizur Rahman ad-
dressed the function as chief
guest. It was also addressed by
Ambassador of Japan Shigeo
Takenaka and Director Geperal
of Bangladesh Silpakala Aca-
demy Mobarak Hossain Khan.

Speaking on the occasion.
the Foreign Minister said
Bangladesh has an excellent bi-
lateral relationship with Japan
and our cultural agreement
progress in this field.

He also lauded Japan's ef-
fert towards maintenance of
the cultural heritage and ex-
pressed Bangladesh's determi-
nation to preserve its tradi-
tional cuiture.

Baby killed

From Page | Col 5
fighter squad said. they res-
cued another middle-aged
woman and another baby
the slum and sent them to the
Dhaka Medical Coliege Hos-
pital (DMCH) with burn inju-
ries. They could not be iden-
tified itnmediately. ’

Fire men rushed to the spot
and took almost two hours to
douse the smouldering debris,
according to a Fire Service
spokesman.

Fire Service officials say,
the blaze at the cotton pro-
cessing factory and its godown
at Senpara. Mirpur originated
from a short-circuit. 'However,
the matter is still under inves-
tigations,” an officer said.

Most of the machinery of
the factory and the processed
and raw cotton in the godown
were putted. The loss could
nol be estimated immediately
and no casualties were re-

parted.

Rao: Opposition
From Page 1.Col 4
Pritne Minister i~ corrupt.”

the MPT chanted non-stop. -

Rao, who was meeting
Russian Prime Minister Viktor
Chernomyrdin. was not_ pre-
sent in the House. But furious
opposition deputies demanded
that he come and answer their
charges.

Prncteding;jin the House
were suspen till the lunch
recess bul finding the mem-
bers unrelenting, Speaker
Shivraj Patil adjourned the
House sine die at 1600 hours.

In the Rajya Sabha, similar
acrimonious scenes prevailed
with the vociferous opposition

- members saying the resigna-

tions had made it clear t
Prime Minister was ‘corrupl.” g

India, Russia fail to reach
accord on N-plant

NEW DELHI. Dec 23: Indiau
and Russia signed sweeping
accords today to reinforce mil-
itary, space and trade relations
but failed to reach agreement
on Russian help lor nuclear
power plants here, officials
said. reports AFP. .

Russian Prime Minister
Viktor Chernomyrdin and his
Indian counterpart PV
Narasimha Rao signed eight
agreements after pledging to
further strengthen Indo-Rus-
‘sian relations.

The two sides put on hold a
pact on the avoidance of dou-
ble taxation. but took a step
towards settling the thorny is-
sue of India's huge debt to
Russia, said Yuri Kotov, chief of
the Russian Foreign Ministry s
Asia Division.

Chernomyrdin and Rac
signed an accord on military
and technical cooperation be-
tween the two nations until
the year 2000, and another on
space cooperalion, he said.

"The agreement between
Russia and the Indian space
research organisation is for
peaceful purposes,” Kotov said
without elaborating.

India purchased cryogenic
rocket engines from Russia
last year but a deal Lo also

the delivery of Russian rocket
and space technglngy to India,
which launched a satellite
launch rocket in October.

'l hope our talks will be
fruitful,” the Russian leader
said before his meeting with
the Indian premier. '

A spokesman for ‘Rao said
the two sides signed an
agreement on the promotion
and mutual protection of in-
vestmenis but put back the
signing of the accord on avoid-
ance of double taxation to a fu-
lure date.

Diplomatic sources said
they also put on hold an
agreenfent on Russian help for
the setting up of nuclear
power plants in India and de-

. seribed the talks on the key is-
sue as "continuing.”

India enjoyed elose ties
with the former Soviet Union,
its main supplier of military
hardware, but relations be-
tween New Delhi and Moscow
cooled after the new Russian
Federation insisted on hard
currency payments for equip-
ment.

India hopes to bag licences
to assemble Russian Mig 29
jets. T-72 tanks and other
hardware which it previously

received from the former So- |
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supply the technology needed
to build the engines was called
off under US pressure, which
argued that tﬁc}r could be used
to launch ballistic rnissiles.
Chernomyrdin, whose ar-
rival here was delayed one day
by his brother's death, said
L earlier today he would discusa

viet Union.

New Delhi also wants to puy
36 Mig-29s worth round 780 |
million dollars. Moscow has of-
fered 30, Su-30 f(ighter
bombers to India pn credil and
proposed granting a licence
for production of the aircrafl.
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