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bcwnd nd Ashes Test begmb today

MELIMNIRNE,
Dec 24 kEngland
chairmman of se-
leciors Ray [lling-
worth is counting
vir  Devon Mal-
colm o rip apart Australia's
Balting lineup in the second
est starting here Saturday,
reports AFP, '

Hlingworth arrived here
Thursday for the Test and de-
clared his first task would be
lo inspire (he 3]-vear-old
Derbyshire sirike bowler to
wipe out the nightmare of
England's 184-run defeat in
the first Test last month.

INlingworth was the laslt
England captain to regain the
Ashes on Australian soil in
1970-71 and has intends to
deliver a teain pep talk on
match eve Friday.

Malcolm, who took 9-57
against South Africa at the Oval
last August. missed the first
Test with chickenpox and
[lingworth wants the bowler
to make an immediate im-
pression. '

"He's a quick bowler and |
want him to bowl quick.”
[lingworth said.

It's importanl for Devon w
let them know he s there

"I asked him what Lo hiwld
playing on his headphoues and
I told him (hat, land ol hope
and glory. was whnat we wan-
ted.

"We want him puoaaped up a
bit when he comces.oul and to
let thermn know he's about.”

England's pre-series hopes
rested on Malcolm and young
Yorkshireman Darren Gough.
Malcolm played a key role in
England's solitary win of the
1993 Ashes Series at The Oval
with six wickeis.

Australian captain Mark
Taylor Friday brushed off the
pre-game hype from the Eng-
land ecamp, saying Malcolm
would be respected. but trea-
ted the same as any other
bowler should be stray.

"It's the same for him as the
}*:her bowlers.” Taylor said.

- "If they bowl well, they de-
serve and earn respect but if
they bowl badly. we try and
score runs.”

The Melbourne Cricket
Ground wicket was still damp
Friday after a light watering
the previous night and ensu-
ring morning. overcast
conditions.

The pitch has usually been
al its best early in the game
and curator Tony Ware said
nothing would be diflerent for

this game, evon though both
caplains weire cuncernitd with

the green thiipes.

= _—

s still a little bit moist
but a heavy rolling will firm it
up.” Ware said. "I'm fairly ha-
ppy with it."

Auslralian swing bowler
Darmnien Fleming is set to play
his first home Test while the
choice for 12th man will come
down to a decision between
seamer Glenn McGrath and
spinner Tim May — pending a
final look at the wicket.

McGrath's form™was patchy
in the Sheflield Shield game in
Adelaide last week. And Taylor
said May's excellent partner-
ship with Warne was some-
thing that had to be taken into
consideration. |

"Even il there is grass, it
can help the spinners,” Taylor
said. "Just because there is

DE.‘UDN MALLULM

gl.lﬁﬂ it doesn't mean we are :
going to play three seamers.”
England is set to play the
same six batsmen it used in
Brisbane but former captain
Graham Gooch could move up

the order to partner Mike
Alherton. i
[Hingworth said he did not
have a definite view on the
opening pair and the final
decision would be the subject

of a lengthy discussion.

Meanwhile, AP adds:
Malcolm has vowed to lilt in-
jury-hit England as they pre-
pare for the second Ashes Test
against Australia.

"l feel fit and strong and I
want to play my part after
missing the first Test," said
Malcolm. "1 was brought in at
the Oval last summer Lo strike
against South Africa — and I
managed to do that by taking
nine wickets in the second
innings.

"1 haven't played a Test
since, but the memory of that
match is pretty clear and I've
still got a let of belief in
myself."

Malcolm's contribution is

Malcolm I Mlingworth's man

likelv to be crucial with all:
rounder Craig White to miss
the second and. third Tests
wilh a rib muscle injury.

White, who has been trou-
bed by the injury for nine
days. failed Lo complete a nets
session on Thursday because
he was in too much pain.

The 24-year-old Yorkshire
player hopes to make a come-
back in time to play in the sec-
ond block of World Series lim-
ited-overs maliches that begins
on Jan 7.

"We'll take him to a special-
ist here and do everything we
can to get him fit for the one-
dayers in January,” England
physiotherapist Dave Roberts
said Friday.

"l wouldn't like to speculate

on when he might be ready

again, because the healing pro-
cess is different lor every indi-
vidual.”

Along with White, seamer
Joey Benjamin is out of con-
tention as he still is recovering
from a bout of chickenpox. Fasl
bowler Darren Gough is ex-
pected to play despite still
struggling o recover from a
hamstring injury.

Mike Gatling is set {o retain
the number six spot ahead of
John Crawley and the major
decision for the English team
management will be the choice
of opening batsmen.

Atherton realises England
cannot afford a second defeal if
they are to retain any hope of
regaining the Ashes.

"It is wvery 1mpnr{ant we
don't lose this Test," he said,
"It is not realistic to hope to
come from 0-2 down to win a
five-Test series. Naturally, we
hope we win, but to get at least
a draw is of paramount
importance.”

Malcolm said the morale
among the England team still
is

' know if 1 perform well
we'll have a great chance,” he
said. "l realize the respon-
sibility I'm under and it do-
esn't worry me at all.”

TEAMS

AUSTRALIA (from): Mark
Taylor icapt),” Michael Slater,
David Eoon. Mark Waugh,
Michael Bevan, Steve Waugh,
lan Healy, Shane Warne, Craig
McDermott, Tim May. Damien
Fleming, Glenn McGrath.

ENGLAND (Likely): Mike
Atherton (capt), Alec Stwart,
Graeme Hick, Graham Thorpe,
Graham Gooch, Mike Gatting,
Steve Rhodes, Darren Gough,

Phil DeFreitas. Phil Tumell.
Devomn Malcolm. 12th man:
Shaun Udal.

. Keifth Arthurton,

The year of cool Christie

PARIS, Dec
Leroy Burrell in
1994 became the
fastest human in
history. But that
still wasn't eno-
ugh v beat Linford Christie,
repuiis AFP.

Burrell's superb 9.85 sec
| 00m dash in July in Lausanine
was the second time the
American. had held the world
record. His British rival never
has.

But old-man Christie proved
yet again he is a natural racer
and one of the hardest athletes
to beat in major events.

The coveted award of ath-
lete-of - the year, however, went
to neither of them as the in-
comparable Noureddine Mor-
celi. now a triple world-record
holder, continued to display
his astounding wersatility on

,jk lrafll

LINFORD CHRISTIE

i there was a prize lor pro-
ducing drama. however Chris-
tie would win it.

He had every excuse. after
adding the World Champion
ship créown last year (o his
Olympic success, to jog thro
ugh 84 with routine European
and Commenwealth wins al
though he needed to run his
second-fastest ever 100m of
9.91 secs in Canada to see off
x::a Leone s Horace Dowve

in — Later stripped of his
meda!l after falling a drugs
test

instead. the evergreen 34-
year-old added some spice to
his season by winning his
World Cup and IAAF Grand
Prix final races — and chalien-
ging the top Americans at
Zurich and Lausanne

The simmering b#ierness
between Christie and Ame
ricas finest provided the per
fect backdrop to the Wei
tkiasse showdown i August

Carl Lewis and Burrell,
questioned over the rivalry
after Christie was forced to
miss the Goodwill Games with
a hamstring injury, replied
with a pre-planned: “Linford
who?”

The British athletics cap-
tain's retort was egually snip-
ing. “Who cares if | never bre-
ak the world record? Burrell is

chasing money. [I'm chasing
championships.”
And on Lewis he added:

“Tve kicked Lewis' butt left,
right and centre. He's just an
empty vessel making a lot of
noise. "

When the time came to slop
talking and start running. Ja-
maican-born Christie yet again
had all the answers, beating
one of the best [lields ever
assembled outside a major
event to win in 10.05 secs. "It
was harder than the World
Championships.” he said
afterwards.

Lewis had withdrawn before
the Zurich race with a stomach
inlection and Burrell. beaten
into seventh. opled out with a
foot problem in Brussels as

American pair
to play in
Australia

SYDNEY. Dec 23: American
golfers John Daly and Tom
Watson will play in two events
in Australia next February,
promoters announced Friday,
reports AP

Daly. the former US PGA
champion. and Walison, the
five-timne British Open cham-
pion, will play in Australian
Skins game at Laguna QJQuays on
Feb. 11-12 and in the Aus-
tralian Masters at Huntingdale
in Melbourmne from Feb 16-19.

Australigns Cralg Parry and
Peter Sendor will be the other
competitors in the Skins
event

Daly last played in Australia
in 1992 when he was disquald
hwed from the Australian Mas
ters for failing to sign his card
after the second round

Daly., suspended (wice in
four vears on the US PGA
Tour. will continue his come

back after taking a break fol
incidenis at the World
Series of Golf in August. where
players twice complained that
he'd kit balls into their group
and he was involved in a sculflie
with the fasher of a player
Waison 44 returns Down
Under for the frst timme since
winrsang the Australlan Open al
Royal Mefbourne 10 years ago

Christie ran 10.03 this time to
lead in Goodwill Games winner

Dennis Mitchell and Jon
Drummond.
Silence might have been

Christie's most dignified re
sponse but he could not resist
one parting shot before Go-
thenburg next year: “I've pro-
ved to everyone I'm a great
champion. Everyone was here.
No-one can have any com-
plaints.”

Nobody had any complaints
about Morceli either, or Haile
Gebresilasie and William Sigei
Sergey Bubka. however. the
other world record-beater of
the year, was another story

His 35th world record in
July in Sestriere of 6 13m won
him a massive cash bonus an%
provided him with the perfec
getaway vehicle in the shape of
an 120,000-dollar Ferrari.

The Ukrainian's pole vault-

LEROY BURRELL
ing brilliance is unguestioned
but the way in which he has
edged up the bar by a centime-
ire al a time, year on year and

month by month. suggests
Bubka is more interested in
his bank account than the lim-
its of human endeavour.

Sigei's Oslo triumph. how
ever, was an extraordinary run
He sliced off more than six
seconds from the 10, 000
mark. clocking 26min 52.23
secs to eclipse compatriot
Yobes OUndieki's record.

The double world cross
country champion, barely out

of breath, then muttered: It
wasn't difficult when | was
alone | can al my own pace

Nol very surprisingly. nobody
else could

Morcell’'s best at Monaco in
August was equally authorita-
tive, taking nearly four seconds
off the 3,000 best time previ
ousty hedd by Moses Kiptanui

Unbeaten in 1993 and 1994

and already the holder of (he
500 m znd mile records. he
chwied 7 omidn 25 | ] secs

LONDON. Dec 23: Leli
handed people live as long as
right-handers but they suffer
more casualties in war, a sur-
vey of 6.000 cricket players
showed on Friday, reports
Reuter.

British researchers set out
to check reports which sug-
gested left-handed people
were more likely to die early
and suffer serious accidents.

" They used first-class crick-
eters because full records of
these men extend back more
than 200 years. Data was only
used if it could be determined
which arm a player used to
bowl.

British medical journal, "found
no overall difference in the
syrvival curves of the left and
right-handed cricketers.” ex-
cept in warfare.
"The Increased

risk ol
‘death in younger left-handed
cricketers seemed to reflect a
higher proportion dying of un-
natural causes, mainly during

warfare.” it said.

The researchers said that
5.4 per cent of left-handers
were killed in action against
three per cent of right~han—
ders.

They said this suggeatl:d
that left-handed people faced
particular disadvantages during
warfare, perhaps, because
equipment and training are

\designed for right-handers.

L L .
Windies squad

BRIDGETOWN, Dec 23: Fasl
bowler Curtly Ambrose, back in
action after a shoulder injury,
has been named in the 15
member West Indies team to
tour New Zealand next month.
reports Reuter.

Ambrose missed the recent
West Indies tour to India after
the injury flared up while he
was playing fer Northamp-

tonshire on the English county
circuit earlier this year.

SQUAD

Courtney Walsh (captain),
Jimmy Adams, Curtly Ambrpse,
Winston
Benjamin, Kenneth Benjamin,
Sherwin Campbell: Shivnarine
Chanderpaul, Anderson Cum-

mins, Rajendra Dhanraj. Ro
land Holder. Carl Hooper.
Brian Lara. Junior Murray.

Stuart Willian-. Manager:
David Hollord.

An Indo-Pak

initiative

MADRAS, Dec 23 The
Indian Hockey Federation
(IHF} and its Pakistani coun-
terpart are finalising plans to
revive 'Test’ matches Hetween
the two traditional rivals after
a six-year gap. to be held in
March-April next year in the
Gulf.

"Details will be finalised by
the end of February or early
March, after the Indira Gandhi
tournament,” the IHF secretary
general, K Jothikumaran, told
a press meet here today, re-
ports PTI.

He said he had discussions
with LT Col Mudassar Asghar,
his Pakistani counterpart, dur-
ing the World Cup in Sydney
and both federation office-
bearers felt it was a must for
both to maintain sharpness at
international outings and to

| revive Asian hegemony in the

Fame.

Since holding Tests in both
the countries had its problems
it was decided to hold them in
neutral’ Gulf countries like
Dubai,"Oman and Abu Dhabi,
which had synthetic pitches.
India and Pakistan last played a
six-Test series (three in India
and three in Pakisian) in 1988
before the Seoul Olympics.

The IHF had submitted the
proposal to the government
and was awaiting its green sig-
nal. he said.

No respite
for Lock

PERTH. Dec 23 ' Former
England Test cricketer Tony
Lock. who is terminally ill,
faces a retrial on sexual assanit
charges after an Australian jury
failed to reach a verdict en al-
legations that he mwolested a
10-year-old girl. reports Reu-
ter.

Lock, who has lung cancer
and is said by his lawyers to
have as little as three months
left to live. was accused of sex-
ually assaulting the daughter ol
a ipiend in the early 1980s.

The trial judge discharged
the jury on Thursday night
after more than eight hours of
deliberation. then remanded
luck on bail to reappear before
the Perth district court next

February.
The girl. now a 24 year old
mother told the court that

Lack had penetrated her and

 kissed and touched her during

a visit to the former spin
howler's properiy near Perth

Lock. now in his mid-60s
plaved Test cricket in the
19508 and 1960s before taking
up a coaching job in Perth.

He denied the charges
against his and tried to have
this week's trial permanently
stayed because of his capcer.
But Judge Brian O'Dea ruled
that his illness did not out-
weigh the community's right
totry | is

The survey published in the

An AFP file photo dated ‘April 1,
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B RO, Dec 23: Wh-
vil Pele scored
his historic
1000th goal in
1969 and tear
fully dedicated it to his coun-
try's poor children, Brazilians
senl up a colleclive groan, re-
ports AP.

Cheap sentimentalism. they
said. Demagoguery. A play Lo
the grandstand. ;

Now. al last, Pele has a
chance to prove the sincerity
of his tribute,

On Jan. 1, soccer's greatest
plaver takes office as Brazil's
Secrelary of Sporis, a cabinet-

level post created especially

for him.

In announcing the surprise
appointment on Wednesday,
President-elect Fernando Hen-
rique Cardaso called Pele “a
symbol of the Brazil, that
succeeded and that started
from the bottom.”

Pele, born Edson Arantes
do Nascimento in the poor in-
terior town of Tres Coracoes,
says Brazl ignored his warning
to provide for its children. The

resulf was tragic: hordes of
homeless children, rising ju-
venile crime and “death squ-

ad executions ol street kids.

tion from his o

“Those children of 1969
are loday the parents ol these
| street kids) that wander
around here,” he told repor-
ters at Santos. where he sta-
rred from 1957 to 1974.

They will g%ﬁpccial alten-

ce, he said.

"Grass-roots sports. ama-
teur sports were abandoned.”
he said. “This will be my task.
my banner.”

Pele praised the example of
the Mangueira Olympic Village,
a commurrity sports center in
Rio's Mangueira hillside slum.
The key is to link sports.
school and health, he said.

"ln pgreat countries like

-Russia and the United States.

sports is connected to health.”
he said. "It's something we
will try to implant here.”

Pele, 54, ended his playing
career im 1977. But his pres-
tige never dimmmed, and he
went on to make a fortune as a
businessman and goodwill amn-
bassador for Warner Commu-
Incations.

Now, he plans to use his
connections to get business-
men involved in his projects.

“This is an old dream of
“ele. to see the business class.

participate in the formation"

of athletes, especially of needy

1992 shows I’Ele posing with two foutballs during o

promotional tour. Brazilian President-elect Fernando Henrique Cardoso announced his
cabinet on Dec 22. Pele was made a Sports Minister.

Pele’s priorities spelt out

children,” said Helio Vianna,
vice" president of Pele Sports
Empreendimentos.

Other plans include bring-
ing the 2004 Olympic Games

to Ri d W,
Elra.zi?ianﬂ ﬂﬂ%le orid Cup to

Brazilians cheered the
Choice of Pele [ur the cabinet

job

* Pele is an ethical, unpol-
luted man. His appointment
signals an option to clean up
sporis,” said journalist Juca
Kfouri. whe broached the cab-
inet invitation on behalf of
Cardoso.

Mario Zagalo, the coach of

Brazil's national soccer team
daiul a former teammate of

Peles said it "put the right
man in the right spot. Pele can
do a lot for sports in Brazil. He
was always serious and re-
sponsible.”

But some questioned
whether Pele would have polit-
ical clout or be merely window
dressing.

“Is the power given Pele

symbolic or for real?” asked
sporiswriter Matinas Suzuki Jr

in his column Thursday for the
newspaper Folha de Sao Paoio

“Who will formulate projects
with him? Who has mote polit

ical strength : he or the spotls
cartels?”

Tomba regains his touch

ALTA BADIA, ltaly, Dec 23:
Alberto Tomba put an end to 4
long-lastingwad embarrassing
drought of giant slalom wins in

his- usual sparkling style, re-.

ports AP.

After capturing his [first
World Cup giant slalom in
nearly three years. the 28-

yvear-old Italian ski star made
theatrical performances at the
finish line and promised his
fans new wonders in the next
races,

Tomba has been off to a
sensational start in the 1994-
95 season by winning five out
of six races — including four
consecutive slaloms. He unex-
pectedly leads the World Cup
overall standings

it's a great year for me."
said Tomba following Thurs-
day's triumph in Alta Badia.
one ol his favorite tracks.

In addition te a winning
spree in the World Cup, Tomba
hopes to clinch his first world
title at the championships
scheduled in Sierra Nevada,
Spain, in-February.

A two-lime Olympic giant
slalomm champion. Tomba ad-
mitted he was Iincreasingly

feeling the pressure of failures

while con-
tdomination in

in this discipline,
tinuing his
slalams.

It's a longed for victory. [
had been expecting this day
for a long time,” said Tomba.
who clocked the fastest time
in both runs down the steep
Gran Risa course for a winning
combined time of 2:17.35.

He beat Swiss Urs Kaelin by
0.45 seconds and. third-place
méslrian Christian Mayer by
0.61.

Tomba's third win in three
days — he also took two
slaloms in Australia Tuesday
and Wednesday — boosted his
World Cup total to 550 points.

Defending World Cup

champion Kjetil Andre Aamodt -

of Norway, who placed fourth
in Thursday's giant slalom, was
a distant runnerup with 302
points.

Tomba's best start since his
golden 1987-88 season gave a
new boost to the popularity of
the skier from Bologna, nick-
named "La. Bomba" (The Bomb)
because of his explosive style
between the gates.

Aboyt 5,000 fans traveled to

Alta Badia. in the
Dolomite mountains,

Italian
to sup-
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port him in his quest for a
giant slalom victory something

he had not experienced since
"'r'T-r'lrEh JD lq[.!'z

They waved Italian flags.
played trumpets amd shouted
"Alberto, you are the greatest.”

Tomba threw kisses at his
supporters after victory and
delighted them with a somer-
sault and kneeling on the snow
to exchange licks with his dog.
Yukon.

The somersault and his ag
gressive, faultless performance
in the race indicated that the
idolized Italian skier has ap
parently overcome pains from
a badly bruised rid.

Tomba was injured during a
warmup at Sestriere on Dec
12, shortly before a slalom tri
umph.

The bruised rib forced
Tomba to give up the second
run of a giant slalom at Val
D'Isere last week.

"T'm [eeling definitely bet-
ter. I'm building up a lot of
confidence for the. next races.’”
Tomba said.

The next World Cup event.
a giant slalom, is scheduled at
Meribel, France. on Dec. 29
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Biyaka's treble

powers Mariner

Dhaka Mariner Youngs Club
recorded their third consecu-
live victory in the metropolis
Green Delta First Division
hockey league outplaying Dha-
ka Ansars 5-0 at the Hockey
Stadium yesterday, reports
oy y. repo

For the lowly-rated Ansars,
it was their third successive
tlefeat in the

Mariner Youngs lﬁd the first
half 1-0.

BiyakA Lusai netted four
goals in a row.

Promising Biyaka netted
two field goals in the 44th and
46th minute and completed
the hattrick in the 59th
minute utilising a penalty
stroke, He increased the win-
ners' tally in the 61st minute
with a field goal.

Earlier, Musa Miah opened
the account in the second
minute from a field goal.

The day's other match be-
tween Wari Club and Bangla-
desh Railway ended in a goal-
less draw.

BEXIMCO football

Sherpur agd Kurigram DSA
won their respective matches
in the BEXIMCO national
schools lootball tournament
yesterday, reporis IINB.

At Tangail. Sherpur beat
Mymensingh DSA by a solitary
goal scored by Nujul Islam in
the 6Bth minute.

At Natore Kurigram edged
past Naogaon DSA | -0. Mahbub
Alam grabbed

the all-important goal in

the 45th minute.

Mayor Gold
Cup soccer

CHITTAGONG, Dec 23:
Bangladesh Chemical Indus-
tries Corporation (BCIC) beat
Chittagong Mohammedan
Sporting Club Blues by a soli-
tary goal in ,the Mayor Gold
Cup football tournament at the
Chittagong Stadium here to-
day, reports BSS.

The first half of the maitch
was goalless. Sangkar sealed
the game in the 48th minute
off a cross from Soheb.

Jahangir and Mahiuddin of
Mfﬂ 1rlJT'iu ANS were givel

o orrleras

"BIMC sports

The two-day-long 17th an
nual sports competition of the
Bangladesh Jute Mills Corpo-
ration (BJMC) ended yesterday
at the Karim Jute Mills playg-
round at Demra. report s UNB

Jute Minister A S M Hannan
Shah witnessed Lhe competi
tion as chief guest on the
closing day and distributed
prizes among the winners

Khulna cone  emerged
champions with 212 in athlet
ics and cycling events while
Adamijee Zone linished run
ners-up with 68 p#ints.

Nazrul Islam Babu and Juth;
Khanam ol Khulna Zone be
came champion among the
male and female competitors
securing 15 and 1} points re
spectively.

Valderrama
joins Newell's
Old Boys

BUENOS AIRES, Dec 23
Colombian international Carlos
Valderrama has signed flor
Argentinian side Newell's Old
Boys, club president Eduardo
Lopez announced on Thursday.
reports AFP.

Diego Maradona played for
Old Boys before this year's
World Cup in the United
States.
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