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Woman killed in
road accident

A 6GO-yrar-old woman was
killed in a ro:xd accident at
Demra vesterday. police said.
Mosammat Ayéitunnesa was
crushed under the wheels of a
speeding truck while she was
crossing the Dhaka-Narayan
ganj road near the WAPDA gate
at Demra about 12 neon. Police
sent the body to the Dhaka
Medical College Hospital
pper e, reports 1IN,

Sit-in in Sylhet
From Staff Correspondent

SYLHET. Dec 23: To press
the demand for immediate
start of the tunctioping of Svl
het division. the greater Sylhet
Ganadabi Parishad a non-par-
tisan organisation would stage
a half-day sit-in at the Sylhet
POUra- point Lanornow The o«
ganipation has also called a
half-day hartal for the same
ﬂ:l:n.'ami on Jamsary 11 next, in
Syl district
20 dwelling houses

guited in Ctg

CHITTAGONG. Dec 23: AL
least twenty thaiched dwelling
houses were gutted in a fire
that broke out at a slum near
Pahartali CDA market here in
the early hours of loday. M
cording 1o fre serviee and p#-
lice sources the fire originai
ing from a kitchen engulied
the entire sium soon Five fire

wnits fought for abeu one hour
to extinguish the lire reports

=

Shamsul Islam

Eﬂl‘!lﬂ'll!'l."(r and Informaton
Minister M Shamsal isiam re-
turned bome yesterday on
conclusion of his visit to Sah
Arabia The manister was e
ing a (ive-memiber (rade deis
gation reports BSS

o | New hidlnn Road, Dhaka
Phone 416105, B336]7
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Dudayev

s call for 'holy war’

Major Russian assault
to seal off Grozny

GROZNY, Dec 23: Russian
troops backed by artillery and
helicopter gunships today la-
unched a major assault to co-
mpletely seal off Grozny., amid
continued jntense bombing of
the city by Russian warplanes.

Elite marine units and two
motorised divisions arrived in
the region today and sealed off
the capital of the breakaway
Chechnya republic, a Russian
government ' spokesman in
Maoscow told AFP.

The official sajd the infor-

mation had come from the

command headquarters of the
Russian operation in Chechnya,
adding that the report had
been 'verified'.

"The, Siberian and Urals
motorised divisions and ma-
rines units have arrived around

| Grozny {0 reinforce troops

already present on the gro-
und.” reported the Itar-Tass
news agency, citing a gnvﬁ:m—
ment statement.

Earlier, fierce fighting was
reported east of Grozny as
Russian troops mounted a ma-
jor attack against the strategic
town of Argun about 20 kilo-
metres
plete th
capital.

Argun stands on the road
from Grozny to Gudernes in
the neighbouring republic of
Daghestan. whose border with
Chechnya was closed by
Russian troops today.

Correspondents at Argun
reporied that Lthe Russians
bombarded outgunned Che-
chen defenders with heli-

r enclrclemtnt of the

copter gunships and artillery
Warplanes roared nw:rhead
Smoke poured out ol Argun
and two positions near the
town.

Russian warplanes renewed
bombing runs against Grozny
early tod for the fifth -

m,mn:amm
racy military group which once
ardently supported President
Boris Yeltsin today called-on the
Russian prelldent to stop his
unju-t war' in Chechnya. Mi-

for Democracy also called

ussian pilots to follow the

example of other officers who

have either refused to attack
Chechnya or resigned in protest,
reports AP.

gva}r in a bid to com-.

straight day, causing casualties
and damage, the Interfax news
agency reported.

The presidential palac: ol
the Chechen leader Dzhokhar
Dudayev was 'slightly hit' and
'windows shattered'. Dudayev's
spokesman Mussa Merzhuyeyv
said. The raid took place

Earlier story on page 5 _
around 11.00°am (0B00 GMT).

The attack followed a night
of bombing which left at least
10 people dead and 30 injured
in the capital of the small
Muslim republic, according to
hospitals in Grozny.

AP adds: Chechen President
Dzhokhar Dudayev, who has
led his republic's drive for in-
dependence from Moscow,
went ' on Chechen television
Thursday night to urge his
people to wage an 'Islamic holy

=

- war'.

‘satanic’ offgnsive against his
southern lic,

Dhidayev, reportedly direct-
ing his republic's military op-
erations fmm a bomb shelter
near the presidential palace in
Grozny, said it was better to
die with honor in a holy war
than be enslaved.

Meanwhile, ]
Eduard Shevardnadze ordered
border security inereased and
troops put on combat alert to-
day to block Abkhazian merce-
naries from
Chechnya to fight Russia.

The Shevardnadze decree
came as a Russian general ac-
cused Abkhazia, a province
which has declared indepen-
dence from Georgia. of allow-
ing the secret training of mili-
tants sympathetic to Chechnya.

Gen Georgy Kondratiev,
Russian deputy defense minis-
ter, visited Abkhazia last week
and said he saw and heard re-
cruiting appeals in the media
lor mercenaries to join forces
loyal to Chechen President
Dudayev.

Another report says: The
Speaker of Chechnya's parlia-
ment today sent Russia a tele-
gram offering immediate talks.

Anhyad Idigov made the of-
fer in a2 message to the federa-
tion council, or upper house.

He offered to begin talks on
the basis of "documents al-
ready set out concerning the

share-out of power between

the institutions of the Russian
Federation and the republic of
Chechnya.”

He denounced Moscow's

Georgian leader |

travelling to ,

- @he Baily Star
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Man-of-the-match Utpal Chatterjee has his appeal for a leg before decision against Sri Lanka's
Manjula Munasinghe most unhesitatingly endersed by umpire Shakil Khan of Pakistan.

Chatterjee's left-arm spin designed Sri Lanka's 44-run defeat to India in the SAARC cricket

tournament at the ﬂhnka Stadium yesterday. Details on Page 10— Star photo by AKM Hﬂham

PM may address nation over radio, TV

BNP leaders hint at
solution of crisis

Star Report

As the deadline for the
threatened resignation by Op-
position members of Parlia-
ment draws near circles close
te the corridors of power
hinted that the impending po-
litical storm may yel pass over
with both sides relenting Lo
spare the country the damag-
ing conseguences ol an open
confrontation.

- Sources in the ruling
Bangladesh Nationalist Party
(BNP} expressed guarded opti-
mism that the current crisis

. may after all be resolved arhi-

cably givern the will on beth
sides of the political divide

A very senior member of
Begum Zia's cabinet. talking to
The Daily Star last night on
condition ol anwonymity. sald
the Primie Minister may soon

address the nation over radio
and television 1o make a fresh
proposal to the Opposition re-
garding a solution to the polit-
ical impasse.
According

'to  another

source, the BNP policy-makers |

have been working overtime to
prepare a draft wherein the
party's position regarding the
Opposition demand for general
elecltions under a caretaker
government would be ex-
plained.

The draft may also sugges|
new ways and offer fresh con-
cessions to Lthe Opposition in a
bid to aveid heading towards a
point of no return. espeécially
in the light of the Opposition's
threat (o resign .(rom
Parliament by December 28

See Page 12 Col 3

Tk 644cr project
to modernise
gas network

SYLHET. Dec 23: Govern-
ment Juis laken up a project at
a cost of Taka 644 crore lo
develop and modernise the gas
network system of the country.
reporis BSS.

The World Bank and l{lhf-r
seas Development Agency
(ODA) will provide technical
and linancial gssistance lor the
project .— Gas Infrastruciure
Development Project (GIDP).
The project is scheduled to be
completed by thre year 1999.

The project will bring
country's gas network under a
central computer system and
will alse help bring about a
signilicant development in gas
management.

This was disclosed by
Energy and Mineral Resources
Minister Dr Khandaker Mo-
sharral Hossain while visiting
some installations ol Kaiastila
gas fields under Sylhet Gas

See Page 12 Col 7

3 foreign firms propose to set

Three furblgn companies
have jointly proposed Et‘ttinﬂ
up a 40 mega-watl {MW) gas-
based power house in Semu-
tang in the Chittagong Hill
Tracts, according to sources.

The three companies
Cairn plc of Scotland. Holland
Sea Search of the Netherlands
and Midland Electricity of
England — submitted their
proposal to sel up the plant by
utilising the Semutang gas

field, which has not been used ’

for three to four decades since
its discovery.

Last month Cairn plc and
Holland Sea Search initialled
contracts with. the government
to explore hydrocarbon re-
sources in Block 15 covering
the Chittagong Hill Tracts. The
Semutang gas f(leld is within
this block.

Sources say. the Semutlang

¥ Sharier Khan

field has a reserve of about 100
billio: cubic feet of gas. British
power house giants, Midland
plc. has proposed to build the
power house with the new
equipment within 15 months
after the signing of a contract.

Representatives of Midland,
Cairn and Holland Sea Search
hdve met the officials of the

"Energy Ministry as well as

Petrobangla several times this
month. When contacted over
phone. a representative of

Cairn plc. M R Islam, fold The

Daily Star vesterday that “the
discussions were very posi-
tive."”

"Cairn plc has been playing
a pioneering role in the explo-
ration of oil and gas in the’
couniry and it will also play a
pioneering role in the power
sector.” Islam added.

Both Cairn and Holland Sea

‘up power pl plant in CHT

Search have proposed to the
government that they be allow
to conduct survey of some of
the parts of Block 15 which
covers a portion of the Bay of
Bengal. The two companies are

also beginning a survey in the

Bay near the Cox's Bazar-

Sandwip region for hydro-car-
bon resources.

However, official sources
said, the power sharing con-
tracis (PSCs) signed by the
government and Cairn and
Holland Sea Search regarding
Block 15 on November 15,
have not yet been sent to the
ministry for approval.

The 40-mw power plant

cannot be set up unless the
government signs final agree-
ments with these companies
on Block 1[5, the sources
added.

Indian Tgarliament a_djourned sine die

Opposition trains gun on Rao

NEW DELHI. Dec 23: The
winier session of parliament
was tpday adjourned sine die
amidst bedlam in both houses
as a buoyant opposition de-
manded immediate resignation
of the corrupt’ Narasimha Rao
government. asking the Prime
Minister to seek a fresh man-
date through a snap pell. re-
port PTI. AFP

Emboldened by the resig-
nation of three tainted' union
ministers indicted in the secu-
rities and sugar scandals, the
opposttion (rained their guns
on the Prime Minister. chal-
lenging him to face a mid-term
election

The opposition stralegy was
evident  as they repeatedly

stormed the well ol 80th
Houses shouting slogans agai-
nst Rao and his government.
They also demanded personal
explanations from B Shanka-
ranand, Rameshwar Thakur
and Kalpnath Rai. whose resig-
nations were accepted last

hl-_u_znﬁl
night

Trouble broke out in the
Lok Sabha at 1100 hours when
Janata Dal leader Sharad Yadav
stoutly supported BJP leader
LK Advani's contention that
the Prime Minister had no op-
tion but to guit as he was head-
ing a ‘corrupt government.

Butl Rao's 109-year-old party
shrugged off the demands say

ing the Congress would easily
sail through the crisis.

‘There is no guestion of the
Prime Minister resigning at
all”, Congress spokesman V. N.

iadgil said. "The question
simply does not arise.”

Gadgil also described Rao's
Thursday night sacking of
three ministers accused of
cofruption as a ‘closed chap-
ter.

* Parliament was plunged
into chaos as opposition MPs
forced an adjournment of par-
lHament by jamming business
in the upper and lower houses
for the ninth straight day to-
day

"Now i is clear thal

See Page 127 Col 7
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L e
Child killed, 250
houses gutted
L .
in city fire
‘By Staff Correspondent
A baby was charred to death
and shanty housés and ma-
chinery were gutted in two fire
incidents in the capital yester-
day evening.

Fire broke out almost si-
multaneously at 6:30 pm at a
slum at Agargaon and at a cot-
ton factory godown at Senpara,
Mirpur. The first fire was said
te have originated from a
home-made oven while the
second one from short-circuit

An unidentified baby. 4
died on the spot and over 250
thatched houses were gutted
when the fire quickly spread
in a slum at Agargaon

A member of thr fire-
See Page 12 Col

2 murdered in city

By DMCH Correspondent

Two yvoung nien were mur-
dered in the capital's Novalola
and Khilgaon areas vesiertday
evening

Tomal. 25, was murdered at
Khilgaon around 6 in the
evening while a teenager Selim
was murdered at Noyatola
around 7 pm. Both the persons
reportedly fell victims Lo pre-
vious rivalry in their locality.

in none of the cases police
could arrest any suspects until
filing of this report around
midnight.

Relatives said, some young
men called Selim out of his
residence at 540 Noyatola
around 7 in the evening and
within a short time some
unidentified men lefl uncon-
scious Selim near his house.

Selim. carried severe

bruises of torture and stab
wounds on the body. He was
rushed to the Dhaka Medical
College Hospital (DMCH)
where he was declared dead
on arrival. He was 18 and was
neither student nor employed.

In another incident Tomal
was stabbed and shot to death
at Khilgaon area reportedly by
some local miscreants when
he was passing through the
area by a motor-bike along
with two of his friends. one of
whom was identified as Monir.

Witnesses said Tomal was
waylaid by the armed gang who
severely stabbed him and shot
at him to death.

However. Monir and an
other friend who were accom-
panying Tomal on the bike fled

See Page 12 Col 4

'No immediate DCC action likely
against illegal occupants

The Dhaka City (Corporation
(DCC) has no plan to go for
immediate action against ille
gal occupants of its unallotted
shops and spaces in diflerent
markeis ithough they were
warned ol siern measures
about five months back

The NDXCC had asked the ille
gal occupants 1o vacate the
unallotted shops and spaces
through a notice at the end of
July last, published In at least
six national dailtes

In the notice. the [MC
warmed of stern action and le
gul measures (f the tlegal o«
crpanis dikd not vacate the
~houps and spaces within 15
duvs of Lhe fssance of potice

Fhe occupants. however

By Staff Correspondent

ignore the notice sald an offi-
cial of the corporation wheo re-
quested not 1o be named. "Our
prople are not so honest that
Lthey would wilingly retum the
property ol the corporation
just after a notice,” he said.

The DCC, according to him,
recovered abeut 10 per cent of
the shops in the meantime
through its routine eviction
progratmnme

When asked whether the
corporation would take any
massive programme beyond
the rouline operation to re
cover the occupied shops or
spaces, he sald. ‘not yet.™

Three are some 1150 unal
lotted shops (11 dilfferent mar
kets, Of the total, court issued

in tim on some 200

ich were illegally allotied
during the period of the previ.
ous government, DCC sources
said.

The corporation has re-
cently invited applications for
allotment of 671 Shops and
some 250 shops still remain
occupled unlawfully a commit-
tee comprising both DCC offi-
cials and cammissioners has
already been formed in this
regard

Spaces in diffegent mar
kets, particularly that ol the
New Market. have also been
occupled by hawkers and ven-
dors hindering the movement
of customers. The DOCC oMictal,

See Page 12 Col 4
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‘Opposition's
blockade
programme
today

By Staff Correspondent

The three major opposition
parties in Parliament - the
Awami League, Jatiya Party and
the Jamaat-e-1slami — will en-
force a country-wide blockade of
roads. railway and the water-
ways today to press Lheir de
mand for a neutral caretaker
government to conduct future
getioal elections

i blockade will last from

A ull noon. a senior AL
iwader said last night on
condition of anonymity

Trawler sinks
in Bay

From Staff Correspondent

BARISAL., Dec 23: The FB
Jahanara. a fishing trawler
sank in the bay of Bengal some
40 kilometers off Patharghata
of Barguna  district amid
strong tide last night.

Ten fishermen on board of
the FB Jahanara were rescued
by another fishing trawler FB
Zulekha, after 6 hours The
rescued fishermen Ayuh Al
27, Babul 26. Dulal 30. Sagir
10, Khalil, 23, Sahed Ali 30
Abu Sahleh 21. Khalil 27
Samad 25. and Kalam 25 are
now at Patharghata.

The Patharghata Trawler
Owners Association gave one
set of clothings for each ol
them and provided necessary
first aid. Fishing nets and
cash of about 4 lakh taka have
been lost with the sun=xen
trawler. sources said.

Sec 144 imposed
on Banaripara

From Staff Correspondent

BARISAL. Dec 23 Barisal
district administration have
imposed Sertion 144 in Bana
ripara thana area for 21 hours
beginning 9 am today.

The measure has beer,
taken to avert possible clashes
between supporters ol the
student front af the HNE
and Jatiyo Partv according 1o
SOVTCEeS,

The Jativo Party
Jativatabadi Chhatra Dal 1D
called ftor holding separate
meetings at the same veriue al
the Banaripara High 5S¢l ool
ground tomorrow atterioon

Jativo Party leaders Shal
Moazeem Hossain  Miuirid
Islami and Abdul Barek were
scheduled to address the mee
tings.

The JP at a press conter
ence at New Market this atrer
noon protested the inposition
ol Section 144,

The JP also broughi
provession  after i1he
conference.

3 killed 1n rice
mill boiler blast

BRAHMANBARIA. Dec 23
Three people including twe
children were killed and three
others injured seriously when
a rice mill boiler exploded at
village Shalgaon in Brahman
baria Sadar thana this mor
ning. reports UNB

The victims were identified
as Habibullah. 32, a labourer ol
the mill, his younger brother
Shariatullah, 8 and Umela
Begum. 2. daughter of another
labour Abdul Khaleque.

Three other labourers

and the

ot om

PR NS

. Abul Bashar. 40, Saleha 25

and Abdul Jabbar, 40, — were
admitted to Brahmanbaria Sa
dar Hospital in critical con-
dition.

Police sources said the ac
cident occurred at about 7 am
due to overheating killing
Sha-rtatullah on the spot. Ha-
bib-ullah died on way to hos
pital while Umela Begum su-
cocumbed to her injuries at the

hospital.

DCC won't raise
holding tax,
repeats Hanit

By Statf Correspondent

Dhaka Cily Corporation
Mayor Mohammad Hanil ves
lerday reiterated his commit
ment nol 1o raise any hodding
tax for the next five years

Addressing a spontaneous
rally tn the city while visiting
development projecis in Ward
No. 83, the Mayor said This
was my clection pledge and |
will fulfil ali my pledges.

The rally. chaired by a o
cial worker of the Ward MA
Sayved. was also addressed by
ward comunissioner Livakat Al
and woman commissioner
Nasiina Mantu.

The Mayor said a comimu
nity centre and a play ground
would alse be set up In the
AP



