HE Emperor shall be

the symbol of the State

and of the unity of the
people, deriving his position
from the will of the people
with whom resides sovereign
power.” (Article 1 of the
Constitution). -
- "The Emperor shall per-
form only such acts in matters
of state as are provided for in
this Constitution and he shall
not have powers related to
government.” (Article 4) The
Emperor appoints the Prime
Minister as designated by. the
Diet and the Chief Judge of the
Supreme Court as designated
by the Cabinet. (Article 6) With
the advice and approval of the
Cabinet. he performs such acts
in matters of state as the pro-
mulgation of laws and treaties,
convocation of the Diet, pro-
clamation of general elections,
awarding of honors, etc.
(Article 7). E

The Emperor and
Empress

His Majesty Emperor Aki-
hito, who acceded to the
throne on January 7, 1989,
upon the death of Emperor Hi-
rohito (posthumously Emperor
Showa), was born in Tokyo on
December 23, 1933. He is the
eldest son. of the Emperor
Showa and Empress Dowager
Wagako. Following his" gradua-
tion from Gakushuin Senidr

His Majesty Emperor Al'uhltu Her Maij esty Empress MlChlkﬂ

‘High School in 1952, he stud-
ied at the Department of Poli-
tics in the Faculty of Politics .
and Economics of Gakushuin
'University until 1956. In addi-
tion, he received private lec-
tures on a number of subjecis
by eminent professionals. in-
‘cluding the Chief Justice of the

The Imperial Household
Council, headed by the Prime

mcil people in various parts of the
Minister and composed of rep-

country. They oflen visited so-

rect contact with all sorts of

The Imper1a1 Famlly

cial welfare institutions. indus-
trial establishments. and aca-

together with their children
gave Emperor Showa and the
Empress Dowager much joy.

Emperor Showa and the
E_mml)uwager
Emperor Showa has born in

Tokyo onApril 29, 1901, and
died on January 7, 1989. He

reigned just over 62 years after

acceding to the throne on De-
cember 25, 1926. His life of
87 years and eight months
made him Japan's' longest-liv-
ing emperor. He was also the
longest-reigning emperor in
Japanese history.

Her Majesty the Empress
Dowager Nagako, the eldest

daughter of the late Prince

Kuni, was born in Tokyo on
March 6, 1903. She studied at
Gakushuin Girls' School. She is
very fond of music and
Japanese-style painting and is
considered an accomplished
artist in both fields. She also
enjoys composing poetry and
practising calligraphy.

After her marriage in Jan-
uary 1924, she carried out her
duties as Empress until the
last year of Emperor Showa's
life. Since January 1987 she no
longer attends official occa-
sions for reasons of health. At a
press conference on the occa-
sion of the 60th year of his
reign, the Emperor Showa said
of the Empress-Dowager that
he had shared joys and sor-
rows with her.

The Crown Prince and
Crown Princess
His Imperial Highness
Crown Prince Naruhito 1also

known as Prince Hiro), the
eldest son of Their Majesties,

Supreme Court.

In 1953 the Emperor (then
Crown Prince Akihito) made a
six-month tour of 14 countries
in North America and Wesiern
Europe. The tour centered
around his visit to London as
Emperor Showa's representa-
tive at the céronation of Queen
Elizabeth II.

In April 1959 the Emperor
married Michiko Shoda, the
eldest daughter of Hidesaburo
Shoda. former president of a

resentatives of
family,
House of Representatives, the
President of the House of
Councillors, the Chief Justice
of the Supreme Court., and
others, gave their unanimous
consent to the marriage,
which was warmly welcomed
by the nation.

Since their marriage. Their
Majesties have paid official vis-
its to 43 countries at the invi-
lition of their ?w.-rnmfnts.

the imperial p e e e

flour manufacturing company. They have enjoyed listening te
She was born _jn Tokyo''on Oc- talks and reports, or having
tober 20, 1934. The Shodas | discussions with scholars,

are a scholarly family that has
produced two recipients of the
Order of Cultural Merit, the
highest academic honour con-
ferred by the Emperor upon
distinguished scholars. In
1953 she entered the Univer-
sity of the Sacred Heart, spe-
cializing in English literature
in the Department of Foreign
Languages and Literature. At
her graduation ceremony. she
was valedictorian of her class.

artists, and other experts in
various fields as well as young
people. such as the Japan
Overseas Cooperation Volun-
teers. Their Majesties also
have attended various national
and international ceremonies
and meetings held in Tokyo
and othér parts of the country.
In addition., they made it a rule
to travel out of the capital sev-
eral thmes a year to observe lo-
cal affairs and to come into di-
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demic institutes: they also at-

e —— .
tended various art exhibitions
and charity concerts. In
September 1987 the then
Crown Prince took over the
duties of the failing Emperor
Showa, which included the
openiing of the Diet and, with
the future ‘Empress Michiko,
attending the autumn session
of the National Sports Festival,
National Arbor Day, and other
such functions.

Holding his first audience
for representatives of the
people two days after ascend-
ing the throne, the E:upemr
vowed to fulfill his
ities. "1 pledge | will always be
at one with the people and
uphold the Constitution.,” he
said. The Emperor indicated
he will follow the footsteps of
his father and keep in mind
the late Emperor's wish to be
with the people. Expressing
his hopes for further
in the nation's fortune, world
peace, and the welfare of
mankind., the Emperor indi-
cated he will adhere to his sta-
tus as the symbol of the peo-
ple's Ginity, as provided by the
Constitution.

His Majesty is interested in
the study of fish and has pub-
lished 26 papers on gobies in
the Japanese Journal of
ichthyology. In 1986 he was
elected an honorary member
of the Linnean Society of Lon-
don, an international biological
society. He Is also interested in
history. Among sports. he play
tennis most often He also
greatly enjoys riding.

Her Majesty enjoys playing
the piano and harp, as well as
doing embroidery, weaving,
and other handicrafts. She is
also known for her love of lit-
erature and flowers. Her
favourite sport is tennis. Their
Majesties first became ac-
gquainted on the tennis court. *

Their Majesties have two
sors and a daughter. In spite of
their busy lives with many offy-
cials duties. Lhey raised thejr
children on thellr own. a de
parture from lmperial tradi
tion. They have tried to spend
as much times as possible with
their family in order to main-
tain close ties. Their constant
visits to the Imperial Palace

was born in Tokyo on February

23. 1960. He gradudted from
the Department of History in
the Faculty of Letters of
Gakushuin University in March
1982 and went on to take the
first part of the doctoral
course in history at the School
of Humanities of Gakushuin
University. specializing in the
medieval hiqiorg of Japan.

In July 1983 he 'W'rnl‘. to
England and entéred the
Graduate . School of Oxford

University the following Octo-
ber. At Merton College he
studied commodity transport
on the Thames in the latter
half of the eighteenth century.
He took the opportunity of his
vacation to travel throughout
Europe, and he visited various
places in North America on his
way home to Japan in Oclober
1985. After his retum to Japan
he resumed his studies at the
Graduate School of Gakushuin
University and in March 1988
he obtained his M.A_ Since
then he has attended the uni
versity as a researcher study-
ing the medieval history of
Japan

The court rituals marking
his coming-ol-age were held at
the Imperial Palace on Febru-
ary 23, 1980. Since then he
has taken part in various impe-
rial functions and officially at-
tenids many events. He has also
made official visits fo many
countries. While his father was
away on a state visit to the
linited Stales in October
1987, during the illness of
Emperor Showa, h-t temporar-
ily took over the ‘Emperor's
duties in matters of state

He is fond of music and

plays the viola and violin. As for

sports, he likes mounfain
climbing and is a member of
the Japanese Alpine Club. He
also plays tennis very often.

On June 8. 1993, Crown
Prince Naruhito married Ma-
sako Owada. the eldest dau-
ghter of Hisashi Owada. a
senior official in the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs. Crown
Princess Masako was born in
Tokyo on December 8. 1963,
and, as the daughter of a
diplomat, grew up in several
countries., Including the
former Soviet Undon and the

United States
Continued on page 14
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Government of Japan.

The visit of Her Excellency Prime Minister
Begum Khaleda Ziq to Japan in March this year
was a symbolic as well as memerable event
which strengthened further the long-term friendly
bonds between our two countries. This successful
visit reflected the sincere wishes of the two
peoples for closer cooperation in the future.
Besides this event there have been a number of
cooperative and joint efforts, not only in economic
Jields but also in political. diplomatic and cultural
fields as well, and I am certain that our bilateral
. relationship will continue to flourish in years to

Coime.

In the field of economic cooperation,
Bangladesh has -been one of the major reciplents
of Japan's economic assistance since its inde-
pendence and in 1993 ranked eighth among the
recipient countries of Japan's official development
assistance. Japan has been the largest bilateral 'dance troupe is now in town and is about to
clonor to Bangladesh in most of the years since
1986; in the Japanese fiscal year 1993, Japan's
grant aid totalled approximately 193 million US
dollars. technical cooperation 18 million arui loan

aid 230 million.

This year we were able to celebrate two major
occasions which will hopefully be remembered for
long by the people of Bangladesh as major
landmarks of our economic cooperation. One is
the signing of the agreement in March on the
construction of the Jamuna Bridge. | am very
pleased that this project. which has been the
long-time dream of the people of the Bangladesh.
was finally initiated under the co-financing ar-
rangement with Japan together with two inter-

national lending institutions.

The other event is the opening of the Meghna-
Gumti Bridge, jor which a ceremony was held at
the site on November 1, in the presenee of many
high-level dignitaries from beoth countries. in-
cluding Her Excellency Begum Khaleda Zia and
Honourable Mr Hiroshi Mitsuzuka. president of
Japan-Bangladesh Parliamentarians
Association. The opening of the Meghna-Gumti
Bridge. together with the Meghna Bridge, which

the

O the occasion of His Majesty Emperor
Akthito's sixty-first birthday. I would like to ex
press my heartfelt gratitude towards the well-
wishers in Bangladesh on behalf of the

' Ambassador's Message 1

pare for the future when the Japanese €Cononmy
will fully recover from the longest recession since
1945. | hope that the investment climate will
timprove in Bangladesh and many more Japanese
will find it attractive to invest in Bangladesh

I would also like to emphasize that the rela-
tionship between Japan and Bang
not only of economic cooperation and
but also of cooperation in the cultural field,
Cultural exchanges are undoubtedly a significant
Jact of our bilateral relationship since they provide
opportunities to learn each other's traditions
lifestyles.
contribute to a closer, friendly relationship based
on the mutual appreciation of culture.

In the last one year. our embassy sponsored
Jointly with various Bangladeshi cultural ergant
zations a Japanese film festival, a symposium or
tea ceremony and flower arrangement
demonstrations and a host of other cultural pro
grammes, Japanese artists participated in the
Asian Biennale in Dhaka with one of them win-
ning a gold prize. A Japanese folk music ard

values and

Oshin,

audience.

us from Japan,

was tlso completed in 1990 under Japanese

grant assistance. has eliminated the time con-
suming ferry crossing peints in the country’s most
important highway. reducing the transportation
time between Dhaka and Chiftagong by about
two hours. I feel confident that the two bridges
contribute greatly to rapid economic
development of this country's southeastern belt.
Now I would like to refer to Japan's role in
promotion of foreign investment in Bangladesh.
The amount of Japanese investment approved by
the: Export Processing Zone Authority currently
40 million US dollars. In
thirteen Japanese companies are
operating in the EPZ. producing optlical lenses,
textiles. pilot lamps. fishing rods and golf shafts.
Regarding Japanese investment outside the EPZs,
190 million taka have been approved by the
Board of Investment as of the end of the fiscal
year 1993/94, excluding the Japanese in-

will

stands at aboul
Chittagong.

vestment to the KAFCO project.

In June this year, a high-powered Japanese
"Keidanren”
- Bangladesh for a close examination of the in-
vestment climate in Bangladesh to follow up on
the offictal visit of the Prime Minister. it is the
business people in the private sector in Japan. not
the Jupanese govermment, that make
Juture
how far
is willing to go to attract

economic mission of

Thercjore.
dfpruds

investment.
invesiment

upon

demonstrate their performance in front of a Dhake

In addition to these cultural events. there are
many individuals, particularly of the younger |
generation from both countries, *
study in each other’s country. In Bangladesh
more than 70 Japan Overseas Cooperatiorn
Volunteer workers, of whom about a hall are
women, are currently posted throughout the
country offering their expertise and skills in many
fields. In 1993. 72 Bangladeshi students received |
scholarships from our government to study u
Japan. Japan also offers a variety of nuvuation
programs for Bangladeshi scholars. researchers
artists, teachers. youths and others.

In conclusion. [ would like to stress that cor
tinuous endeavours should be made on botl |
sides so that we can build together a more L
brant, thriving. multi-faceted Japan-Banglade sh
relationship tn the future. On the special occasion
of His Majesty Emperor Akihito's birthday. |
would like to express my warmest thanks to the
people of Bangladesh for their friendship. hospi |
tality and cooperation which is extended to all of

sh consists
vestment,

which consequently

who work or

—— e e =

pisited

isions on
Japanese
the

nese investors. Now is a good time to pre-

Shigeo Takenaka
Ambassador of Japan
to Bangladesh

APAN. the sevond-ran-

king economic power in

the world in terms of
GNP, became the largest donor
nation, according to 1993
Official Development Assista-
nce (ODA) figures.

In the midst of global uph-
eaval, Japan has made con-
tributions in a variety of ways
through aid for efforts to
promote democratization and
regional stability in developing
countries. In response to
changes in the international
community. the demand for
ald is expanding and diversily-
ing. Accompanying these tre-
nds, expectations of Japan's
contributions are reaching new
levels.

In light of these circum-
stances. in June 1992 Japan
announced its ODA Charter,
which clearly outlines the phi-
losophy. principles and poli-
cies of Japan's aid. In the fu-
ture., on the basis of the ODA
Charter. Japan intends o ex-
pand and qualitatively improve
its aid. as well as to implement
it more effectively and effi-
ciently.

What kmds of
conditions
currently exist in
develdping
countries’

Widening gap betiveen the
Narth and the South

There are approximately
160 developing countries in
the world. Approximately 76%
of the total world population,
or 4.2 billlon of the world's 5.5
billion people, live In these
countries. However, Lhe total
gross national product (GNP)
of developing countries is less
than 15% of the world's total

! The soclo-economic gap be-

tween advanced indusirial na
tions and developing nations,
far irom shrinking. is becom
ing even wider. Excluding the
newly industrializing econo-
mies (NIEs) of Asia and some
oil-producing developing cou-
niries, most developing coun-
tries are faced with difficult
problems such as sluggish
economic growth. accumulat-
ing debt, growing international
trade deficits and increasing
levels of poverty.

How to escape the vicious

circle?

The main problems borne
by developing countries are
not all economically related
There are other issues such as
high population growth rates.

famine and malnutrition. short
life expectancies and enviren-

mental problems. The popula-
tion problem is particularly se-
rious. In 1991, the gross do-
mestic product (GDP) for all
countries grew at a
rate of 1.9% over the ous
year. However, because of the
high rate of population in-
crease, real growth per capita
decreased to negative 0.2%.
This is the result of a vi
cious circle. Poverty and unre-
alized socio-economic devel-
opment cause an increase in
population. The sudden in-
crease in population, in turn,
impedes socio-economic de-
velopment. and accelerates the
spread of poverty. :
In this connection. there is
still a lack of health, hygiene,
water supply. education and
other so-called basic human
needs (BHN] in developing
countries. Furthérmore. these
countries are behind in terms
of transportation, telecommu-
nications, energy. industry and
other aspects of infrastructure
that are fundamental for devel
opiment
It goes without saying that
in order to escape this vicious
circle, the deyelopment efforts

made by these countries them

selves are important At the
same tme, it is necessary lor
Japan and other advanced

countries to support those el
forts.

What is the basic
idea behind
Japan's aid?
Basic philosophy of
Japan's ODA
On 30 June 1992 the Cabi

net Meeting decided Japan s
Official Development Assis-
tance [(ODA) Charter. which

expresses its long-term com
prehensive aid policy. The ba
sis of Japan's aid is described
in the ODA Charter as being
support for the self-help el
forts of developing countries
seeking economic growth,
based on the philosophy of
humanitaridn considerations
recognition of the interdepen-
dence of the international
community and environmental
conservation
* In other words, from a hu-
manitarian perspective we
cannot ignore the fact that
large numbers of people from
most of the world's developing
countries are suffering from
famine and poverty

The philosophy of recogniz
ing our interdependence in
international society is based
on the idea Lthat Japan s aid not

only is useful for the detelop
ment of developing couniries,

but s alse indispensable for
worldwide peace and prosper
Hy

The philosophy of environ-
mental conservation is based
on the idea that Japans aid
fulfills & major role in grap
pling witlky problems of global
propartions which n-ughl Lo- be
jointly addreased by hdvanced
countries and developing
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