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HAKA,

presumably eight mill-

ion plus people is going
to stand at twentyv-firsi position
among all the cities in the world
by the year 2000. This would-be

status has solely been
determined on the basis ol its
population. that is. its land area
limit has nol been a factor for

People and Places

Megacity Dhaka : What Life Beholds %

residence of

‘the city is a place for multiply-
ing happy chances and making
most of the opportunities. ”
Throughout the globe more

people will live in the urbany

area than the rural part by the
year 2000. Surely, Bangladesh

cdoues not have as many cities to

contain all the migrating rural

folks. Nivertheless. Dhaka al-

Pulidic mwe i'lnq at H{ul'uf Mnhm.nmr SOpHAre: ;

consideration in this regard.
Nevertheless, one can salely
surmise that this city is steadily
heading towards a condition
whereby it can be considered
‘among the most densely popu-
lated places in the world in near
future.

It is difficult to point oul ex-
actly when men first started to
congregate in large numbers
within the limits df this city.
But indeed. Dhaka is a historic
city. However., the influx of
people from all over the country
originated soon after the inde-
pendence of Bangladesh. And
as lime progresses the trend
rﬂnligucs rendering it to a

Ly status.

A thinking man must agree
with the fgct that the more at-
tractive a city becomes the more
it will attract cverwhelming
number of immigrants. In com-
parison to the chaotic thorough-
[ares of Dhaka. the sprawling
countryside may project a pic-
ture of peace and serenity.
However, the most wretched
city slums offer better access to
paying jobs, more varied diets.
better education and better
health care than moét of the
rural communities

The late social critic Lewis
Mumford once remarked that
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Amsterdam : A City Coming to Life by Night [

HEN it pets dark. Ains
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terdam comes to lite. I donestan-Chinese.  ltalian, that you have money with you", people of Amsterdam have S
seemns as though you Japanese, Korean, Lebanese, they cautioned. In case of street about 11 million bicycles. :
are wandering through a lairy Mexican, Moroccan, Pakistani. easiesl way (o travel through ered (o be the gateway to Eu robbers. they cautioned, "think If you take a long walk
tale landscape when thousands Philipino. Polish, Russian. most of the interesting places of rope. The city is the commercial  about your life and health first. across the city. you will see the

of mini lamps illuminate the

ready contains a fare share of
them upto its brim.

[n Dhaka. the fastest urban
growth are in those areas that
are poorest and least prepared.
Multitudes of people live in the
suburban areas of Jatrabari,
Bashabo. Badda eic. where they
lack proper sanitation facilities.
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French, Greek. Indonesian. In-

Spanish and Thai restaurants.

H.!ﬂ-ch ing the ﬂty cen r,rc-
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by Dewan Saad Jaglul

playground for kids, schools.
hospitals and so forth. Most
neighbourhoods of dinner city
like Maghbazar. Monipuripara,
Khilgaon etc, lack playground,
pirk and community centres
“hf re pmplf: can mtt‘raﬂ wiLh

semi-literates. And the peﬁplﬂ
here are nol necessarily
healthy. Perhaps, it is fitting to

mention at this poeint that, it
patients require surgical or

medical intervention at the gov-
criunent hospitals, they have to

— Star photao
one another. This very lack of
interaction causes segregation
+1d classification of its society.
Moreover, adult recreational fa-
cilities are literally absent.
Though private sector
schools and climics have lately
sprung up in the city, so has
the number of illiterates and

Dxrrwdliliom cmd CONSIrUCUON o un sicle by side
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Croncel cit Saclurghied terminal
supply their own drugs. And it
is well known to all that the pri-
vale sector institutions only
cater to the economically better
part of the society. The NGOs
are working for the betterrnent
ol the needy. But even today.
thelr activities lack coordina-
tion. As a result, several NGOs

have identical programmes at
some particular localities, while
none has any at otherss

Though the City Corporation
is doing its best td deal with the
garbage generated by eight mil-
lion plus people. the city is not

* exactly litter free. After a mod-
. erate drizzle or even after a mild

storm the city looks exception-

remote ptacas. Its gas and elec-
tricity is produced elsewhere in
the country and the fuel is im-
ported from abroad. However,
Dhaka is (unfortunately) the hot
bed of the country's troubled
political arena.

On the other hand, Dhaka
remains the cradle of creativity

Ouverloading of launches.

ally dirty. Recycling is almost
absent. And here, air pollution
g0 unnoticed.

The city is not rich by any
standards and its contribution
to most of its resources is neg-
ligible. Its required food items

s partly arrive from neighbouring
_ countryside while the rest from
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by Asiuzzaman

where one can

hiihy having headquarters of al-
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btit not o dtimatc cure,
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thick of the crowd. "Don't show

Try to stay in places with many

w F W &

and ambition for the countryv's
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civilization. Here poets and
painters, intellectuals and pro-
fessionals. that is. most of the
prime citizens of the country
contribute to its glory. The
Elezabethan London that nur-
tured Shakespeare, after all,
was a fetid dump cloaked in
coal dust. If onlv Dhaka was

— Stur phiotos
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chores. Some million

whole city is arrayed in a per-

Amsterdam
bridges and historic buildings The wvegetarians can chose hm;g reach by foot. During the nost all the major reputed others and do not act like the fect order. Most of the city
And night is the time Lo separate restaurants. Restau roundlirip cruise you can enjoy companies and Amsterdam is tourist prototype”. buildings are constructed in
discover the bustling life of rants are usually kept open sights of the 17th century always ready for the tourists. The Dutch people are hard- ancient architectural designs
Amsierdam. This is a city on lrom 5 pm to 10 am: Some houses with their beautiful fa- You can enjoy every mo working and very dutiful. Delay which are the hallmark of the

waler There are more that 130
kilometers of canals criss

restaurants have special offers
whiih include dinner and a visii

cades, the narrowest house, the
farnous western tower, the city

ment in Amsterdamn as long as
vou don't possess illegal drugs

by a minute is considered by
them as 'delay for the day.

17th and 18th century. There
are only two buildings with

crussing the city in its length tu thealtrical performances cetre, the infamous red light and weapons.' said a Dutch Duatchmen never wait, they trendy fashion following the
aixl breath (Ine can also have one's din chistrict and much more. You man NoOWwW residing i1 live,” commented another modern architectural designs,
Naturally eating will be part ner on board during a canal  will also visit the harbour with Bangladesh. [Dutchman. They have proved but the Dutch people demon-

of one's evening programme and
Amsterdam oflers a wide choice
of goud restaurants and cheer

fii] bistras: You can see  a

crulse. You will experience a dil

lerent feeling passing through
the Huminated canals and your
atmosphere lealurimg wine and

LR ¥ R e e SR

restavran! named after the
mighity river Meghnd or the
Bengali Nobe!l Laureaje Tagore
or the Mughal Emperor Akl
You-can also come across ~uch
names as Kohinoor Motm.-

cheese, candles and soft back-
ground music. There are special
meria for the tourists

Some 250 restaurants in the
Netherlands offer such menu
comprising of first course. main

its hig oceanliners and smaller

. vessels and the on-board resi-

dence which was built scores ol
vieLirs ago when the Dutch peo

ple had faced an acufe housing
CTisis.

The Netherlands is a com-
paratively smaller European
country which has borders with
Belgium and Germany. Divided

Dutchmen consider them
st*lves to be too liberal, Because
ol such liberal attitude crinunal
activities are comparalively

themselves as a hard working
nation by stopping the en-
croachment by sea. The Ams-
terdar city of an altitude aboul

strated to lodge their protest
saying that such buildings
wauld spoil the beauty of the

Ccity
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higher in number. On arrival, a
tourist is instructed by the front
desk man of the heotel that
"leave the valuables and money
in the safety-locker of your
room. Just take with you the
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Rivers are coerguwhere enthanculy scoronty: Skyscrapers seldon changing the skyline

15 ineter below the sea level
They live with water and they
know well how to manage wa

ter. Coincidentally, some ol the
Dutch companies are now
working for river training with

Like other Euwropean cities,
Amsterdam has left -hand and
right lane driving system. There
are hardly any garage in the

city There are specific roadside
areas demarcated for parking

it
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Rick~Iicatrs  daiturneg

thus destined, it would have
surely produced someone near
to that class or perhaps even
better. who knows? Maoreover
to focus on the degradation is 1o
imiss the deep well of pride and
determination that inspire the
urban poor to better their lives. *

Abdur Rahman, a carefree
rickshawpuller, came 1o this
town about two years back.
Now he earns about Tk 3000 a
month and has five mouths 1o
feed. He lives in the shantytown
at Agargaon. While on the
streets he shows some respect
for the traffic signals. he never
ponders to figure out the signifl
icance of indicator lights or
brake lights of the passing mo
lor vehicles.

It is indeed an enormous
task teaching the pros and
cons of the traffic system 1o an
illiterate rickshawpuller and
may be it is a further bigger
task to conirol the number of
rickshaws on the city streets
Perhaps, our system of gover
nance does not facilitate taking
drastic measures like control
ling the rickshaws like the way
it does not facilitate implement-
ing compulsory birth control
Here, intellectuals generally
have one or two offsprings while
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the illiterates and the semiliter-

ates have many. Thus, the rick

shawpullers Abdur Rahman
kind and their working cousins
and their jobless cousins con

stitute the multitudes.

The price of a city's grea
ness is an uneasy balance he
tween vitality and chaos, health
and disease, enterprise and
corruption. art and inequity
Comes a time, this delicate bal
dance threatens to tip, and whern
it does, cities can spiral inw an
anarchy that defies all attempis
al reversal. History issues grim
warning abowit future of a ciny
One must remember in this re
gard, since the beginning of civ

. ilization the rise and fall of grear

cities has been part of its cvele
since humans first began 1o
congregate in large numbers
some 6000 years ago. Manyv a
city has risen to greatness only
to collapse because of ep
demics. warfare. ecological
calamities, shifts in trade and
social disorder. As for our
beloved Dhaka city, the presen
irend suggests that the comh
nation of crowding, poor sanita
tion at the shantytowns and 1he
suburban areas along with its
implications elsewhere. noiss
and pollution can eventually
become intolerable.

Ultimately. the responsibility
for keeping Dhaka livable rests
with the government and its
residents. The social scientists
need to figure out soon. a suut
able explanation regarding how
to engage the multitudes of
have-nots witheut having the
city burdened any further about
ii. The city streets. pavements
and niost of its parks and va
cant area haye been taken over
by them already and the city 1=
having it upto ils neck

Like the cumbersome bum
ble bee that flies in the face of
aerodynamic theory, Dhaka city
will have to defy gravity and in
vent a sustainable future for i1
self. Since the fate of this coun
try is entwined with that of this
city a sensible soul has no other
choice to wish for regarding this
whole affair.
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The windnall Tradinonal lonelscag s

alised from the car owner
Hundreds of cars. buses and
trams ply in the city around the
clock but surprisingly their are
no traffic jams. You will hardly
see a traffic police in the city
Compared to Amsterdam, Hol-
land's capital the Hague is a
sleeping city

Amsterdam can boast ol
many things. The city has the
world's biggest flower auction
market at Aalsmeer. More than
60 per cent flowers of the world
is produced in Holland. A o
operative of about 5 000 grow
ers are engaged in flower pro
duction.

Aalsmeer flower market is
also a major tourist attraction
in Amsterdam. Several hundred
lourists everyday visit the auc
tion market which occupies an
area of 715.000 sq m and is lo
vated close to the city. "You can
get all kinds of flowers produced
in the world.” said an owner of a
company bidding regularly
the auction. Orders are placed
to some 1200 companies from
around the globe to purchase
flowers. Roses are (he best
selling variety in the market fol

countiries. Flowers worth seven
billion Guilders are being ex
perted annually from Holland

Over the past four centuries.
Amsterdamm has developed ino
one of the pioneer diamond
centres of the world The
unparalleled craftsmanship of
Amsterdam's diamond cullers
brought this reputation tor the
diamond trade. Tour operators
nsually include a visit 1o a
diamond factory.

It 1s a shoppers Ireasure
trove with many markets scat
tered across the city Amstel
dam offers varteties ol dance,
music amngd theatrical pertor
mances. You can be fortunate
1o wilness classical Indian
dance in a city anditortum  On
November 19 when a 12 mem
e readia SR U S B e 1
Bangladesh was sisitmg s
&e1dam, The Tropemsaiant o
galiised a dance petiorseaie ol
Mot Siddigpin swln beoebogied
ler skitl 1 Kathak das .

The tnfamous red Lo dis
trict s, perfuaps s acally,
sovils (0 De the number one
tourist ativaction ol the ity

Shiva, Swaga! india Corner  dish and dessert for only 25 from the Great Britain by the required amount of money. the Jamuna Multl purpose Recently a new parking policy lowed by tulips. The Aalsmee: Several hundred girls and
indis Cottage and Tandoor (rriiders. Considering the vari- North Sea. the country has They also cautioned a new- Bridge project in Bangladesh has become effective in Amster- authorities provided a list of 75 women are involved in the
where these are restaurarnis eties of menu. the Dutch people joined the Eurcpean Union. The comer abodt the danger ol Dirizzling and cloudy weather is dam Omne can buy a parking types ol roses and 35 different workd's oldesi trade’ in the red
you can relish the typical sb sav it Aansterdagn yeu can eat Dulch people also have a rich pickpockets and street robbers a - part of their life. Amid card or pay fees on every park T-'“"P!‘ Some of the flowers are  light distrjct located near the
CLH !jmﬁit.a.‘ cebicacy i1 nw Lasigtuage historical background The pickpockets are deemed as imcessant deizzle. Dutchmen ing. For llegal parking. A Car s tmported to the auction markels ¢itv ventre. All over the world

he European oty alsc oflers Forrrisd~ u~ually prefer a Amsterdam is the main ity very professional’ and they find iid wormen take a long hyoych lited with wheels clamp and a from different paris ol the world Arsterciun is kngwn as the gay
vou hundred o Eriglis] camal cruse because it is the ol the country which is consid the best opportunity in the ride to complete their datly certain amount of fine (s re and liter reexported to other Cuntinued on page 11




