DHAKA FRIDAY DECEMBER 23 1994

IN lJﬂL‘H'I ONE MOMENT AND OUT THE NEXT: Bang]adesh opener Jahangir Alam is all awe and anxlety as the
Pakistani wicketkeeper Rifqat completes a catch behind the wicket off Mohsin Kamal's bowling. Only moments later the
gutsy opener was set on the long trudge back to the pavilion as up went the dreaded finger with the Pakistani players
huddling behind him in celebration of an encouraging start in the SAARC cricket tournament opener at the Dhaka

Stadium.

Mayor Gold
Cup soccer

CHITTAGONG, Dec 22: Re-
gency Sports Club beat Rising
Star Club 2-0 in the inauguial
match of the first Mayor Gold
Cup football tournament at the
Chittagong Stadium here to-
day. reports BSS.

The f{irst half of the maich
was scoreless. Biplab Marina
Jlid Kaisar Hamid scored one
gual cacli lor the winners.

Regeiicy comprising six
plavers alf Dhaka Mohammedan
Sporting (Club spoiled at least
hall a dozen chances.

Regeiicy broke the dead-
bk in the 55th minute,

Two winutes later Regency
completed the tally when
Kaisar Hamid beat Rising cus-
todian Shahadat with a spec-
tacular header off a corner
from Asad.

Twenty-two teams includ-
ing Dhaka Abahanl, Brothers
Union and Muktijoddha. are
participating in the tourna-
ment.

Earlier M Mnrshed Khan,
Special Envoy to the Prime
Minister, inaugurated the tour-
nament as the chief guest. He
was introduced to the players

ol both the teams before kick-
off.

L L]
Ajax win
Ajax Sporting Club defeated
Farashgan| SC by 2-0 goals in
the only match of the

metropolis Green DEILEI First
Division hockey Ieagur at the

Hockey Stadium vyesterday
reports UNDB
Aller a barren first half,

Khwaja Wais put the former
champions ahead in the 50th
minute utilizing 4 penalty
cormer. Mobashar Salam Mulkti
added one field goal five min
utes later to seal the victory

in a one-sided match, Ajax
managed [ive penally corners
and seven long comers while
Farashgan] golt two short cor
ners and a long corner

Nat'l shooting on

The 15th national shooting
championship began at the
Gulshan Shooting Range yes.
terday. reports UNB

Vice president of the
National Shooting Federation
and secretary of the Land
Ministry Abdul Muyeed Chow-

dhury formally opened the
meet
Une hundred and seventy

three shoolers including 18
women representing 32 rifles
and shooting clubs of the
counitry are taking part in the
competition

National
karate begins

The national karate compe
tition began at the Mirpur
indoor Stadium here yester
day. reporis BSS

Director General of the Ba
ngladesh Rifles Major General

Mohammad Anwar Hossain
who s also the president of
Bangladesh Judo and Karats
Federation naugurated the
P« | e%

Fed Cup b’ball

Dhumketu Club registered a
5448 victory over Dhaka Wan
derers Club in the opening
matich of the Purabi General
insurance 7th Federation Cup
basketball tournament at the
NSC woodegy floor gymnasium
yesterday. reports (UNB

Managing Director of Purahs
General Insurance Company
the sponsor of the tonrnamen
Hashmat Al maugursted the
e

The winners
half 27 22

g the firs:

i
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Lost yes, defeated no

Bangladesh cricketers went
down fighting by one wicket
against Pakistan in the inaugu-
ral match of the SAARC cricket
tournament at the Dhaka
Stadium vesterday.

Although the second na-
tionial squad of one-day world
champions Pakistan was smi-
led upon by the lady luck at
the end of the day. it was the
young and relatively inexXperi-
enced hosts, *who emerged
psychological and moral vic-

* tors of a gripping drama that

fittingly climaxed in the finale.

Chasing 168 for an outright
win [rom 50 overs. Pakistan.
who had convalesced consid-
erably from a jumpy start, sud-
denly discovered themselves
in greal danger of losing a
match. irrespective of its sta-
tistical significance to an ICC
associate member — the ulti-
male ignominy for a major
Test-playing nation.

It was truly near as dammit.

SAARC
CRICKET

BANGLADESH
1994

Pakistan had all but one ol
their wickets [allen_ In the
spill-thrill last over ol lhe
match with Anisur Rahman.

the most successful Bangla-
deshi bowler., carrving out an
unenviable job in the manliest
manner on his debut as a full
natiomal cricketer.

Came the last ball and Amir
Nazir's bat swung in a desper-
ate last ditch attempt to con-
nect the ball. The sizeable par-
tisan crowd erupted in an ec-
static uprodr as the ball eluded
the bat on its way Lo wicket-
keeper Jahangir. For want of
practice or nervousness the
epening batsimdn-cum-stumper
fumbied to gather the ball and
Mohsin Kamal ran from the
non-sirilkker's end as if his shirt
was on fire and Pakistan were
home and dry by the skin of
their teeth

While the Pakistanis broke
oul of a nightmare in a lovely
goiden afternoon, Bangladesh
cricketers. who fought back so
gallantly to make a match ol
what a red so antichmacti
cally J.ug midway through the
second hall, were understand-
ably drowned In a posk of de-
spair. Bitter memories of such
near losses last year to
Zimbabwe al this very venue
and mohnths later against hosts
Kenya in the JCC Trophy
crowded lor the dirge of a day
a defeat glorious though

As it is the case with every
ciose resull. yesterday's match
too was replete with many
should have beens and could-
have- beens

After a heady concoction of
a tricky wicket. inspired bowl
ing and little impatience on
the part of the top order bats-
man had reduced Pakistan to
61 for lour in 158 overs, a vital

89-run partnership for the
fifth wicket toned down the
soanng Bangladeshi spirit
The recowvery operation was
ry g e iy man-ol (e
PR Ahmed. whao (el
rwe b W 4 well deserved

Sports Reporter

half century grafted from 90
balls and containing hall a
dozen hits across the fence.

He received excellent sup-
port from pace bowling all-
rounder Naeem Ashraf, who
nuirked the end of the long
filth-wicket partnership airing
a llick off a redeployed Sajal
lor a 69 ball 44 inclusive of
three boundaries.

The debutant Sajal Chow-
dhury, who was quite unlucky
in his first spell, kept up his
good work trapping Pakistani
wicketkeeper Rifagat leg be-
fore for nought and slow leftar-
mer Mohammed Rafiq. who
chimed in from the Paltan
end, dealt two quick blows
that saw the backs of a resolute
Ejaj and Nadeem Khan.

Earlier, Bangladesh were

undgne by some purposeless’

batting by the upper order
batsmen, who did not make
any attempt to settle down
against a superior attack onoa

|
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"~ EJAZ AHMED... m-o-m

pitch that
Lently,
Although Aminul Islam and
others intermittently played a
few elegant., authoritative
strokes, the top half perished
by nibbling at deliveries that
were better left alone and the
Pakistani wicketkeeper en

behaved inconsis-

joyed his tenure behind the

stumps picking up [four
calches and went to top that
with #®stumping later

From [five down for 62
Bangladesh were salvaged to
some extent by skipper Akram
Khan and left-handed Enamul

Huq.
Allrounder Enam. who later
bore a hand to dead-lift

Bangladesh in the afternoon,
remained unbeaten on 43
made of 85 balls including a
massive sixer over long on —
the day's only overboundary
and two fours.

On his debut as the captain
Akram. the big right-hander
batled with restraint to con-
iribute a 90-hall 37 inchuding
Lhree boundaries in a 73 run
partnership. His vigilance

came o an end when Ejaz
Ahmed. in an object lesson for
off-spinners bewling in
slog overs
down the leg side and a charg-
ing Akram Khan was rendered

the
spun one short

helpless like a child to Rifagat.

who eflfected an easy stumping

_-q S

b Amdr Nazh

Al Shahriar ¢ Rifagal Ali
H Naeem Ashral 23
Natmur Hahman « Hilagal All

b Maohsin Kamal 06
Amirnal Islam « Ritagat Ab

tr Modhsin Kamal A4

jahangir Alam « Hilagai Al

(0

»
Minhazul Abedin c &
L Nadeem Khan 11
Akr.um Khan st Rifagat Ali .
b Ejaz {jr) 37
Enamul Haq not out 43
Md Rafique ¢ Zahid Fazal
b Ejaz (jr} 07

_ Saiful lslam ¢ Mohsin Kamal

b Saglain 01
Sajal Chowdhury not out 00

Did not bat: Anisur Rahman

Extras: (b-9, Ib-5, nb-9, w-8j) 31

Total: (for 8 wkts in 50 overs) 167
Fall of wickets: 1-16; 2-28;

3-46; 4-62; 5-62. 6-135; 7-

156; 8-163.

Bowling: O M R W
Amir Nazir 9 2 38 1
Mohsin Kamal 6 0 26 2
Nacem Ashraf 10 0 34 1
Nadeem Khan 8 2 16 1
Saqlain Mushtaq 10 0 22 1
Ejaz Ahmed i 7 1 17 2
PAKISTAN A

Rameez Raja ¢ &

b Anisur Rahman 01
Sajid Ali ¢ Jahangir

b Anisur Rahman 10
Ghulam All ¢ Akram Khan

b Saiful 16
Zahid Fazal ¢ Aminul Islam

b Enamul Haq 19
Ejaz Ahmed (jr} ¢ Enamul Haq

b Rafique 48
Naecem Ashraf ¢ Zaved Omar (sub)
b Sajal Chowdhury 44
Rifagat Ali Ibw

b Sajal Chowdhury 00
Nadeem Khan Ibw b Rafique « 00
Saglain Mushtaq ¢ Jahangir

L Antsur Rahman 10
Mohsin Kamal not out 2
Amir Nasir not out 00

Extras: (b-1, Ib-4. nb-3. w-10) . 1B

Total: (for © wkts in 50 overs) 168
Fall of wickets: 1-4: 2-20:

3-49; 4-61: 5-150; 6-155; 7-

155; 8-155; 9-167.

Bowling: OM R W

Sajal Chowdlnry 10 1 32 2
Anisur Rahmam 8 0 29 3
Saiful Islam i0 3 24 1
Enamul Haq iI0 2 33 ]
Mohammed Rafigue 8 1 31 a
Naimur Rahman 4 0. 14 0

Man-of-the-match: Ejaz
Ahmed (jr) (Pakistan) «

Result: Pakistan won by one
wicket.
RUN SCORING
PATTERN
Bangladesh Pakistan A
After 5 overs 19/1 16/ 1
After 10 overs 42/2 35/2
After 15 overs 58/3 50/3
After 20 overs 65/5 B4/4
After 28 overs 8/3/% T8/ 4
Alter 30 over 92/5 o7/4
After 35 overs 107/8 131/4
After 40 overs 121/5 147 /4
After 45 overs 137/6 156/8
Alter 50 overs 187 /8 168/9

TODAY'S MATCH
India A vs Sri Lanka A

Revnice’s Martina

REVNICE., Czech Republic
Dec 22: Martina Navratilova,
the Czech-born tennis legend,
was on Wednesday proclaimed
honorary citizen of this small
town where she began her
tennis career, reports AFP,

Her parents still live in the
town of 3000 population just
south of Prague, K where in
1960 she played tennis for the
first time on the local club’s
clay courts.

Martina. 38, left for the
United States in 1975 and
went on (o dominate women s
tennis for more than two
decades before retiring last
month with an astonishing 167
career singles wins

Navratilova, who won 55
Grand Slam titles and who
reigned as world number-one
lor a record 332 consecutive
weeks back in 1982, was siill
ranked eighth when she made
an emotional [arewell at the
WTA & end of -season champi
onships at' Madison Square
Ciarden,

By Al Amin

“It is the greatest moment
of my life." said Akram Khan.
the newly-appointed skipper
of the Bangladesh team which
went down fighting gamely by
one wicket against pre-tour-
nament favourites Pakistan in
the inaugural match of the
SAARC cricket competition at

‘the Dhaka Stadium yesterday:.

Akram's words .simply
echoed the feelings of the
country's cricket lovers, who
never saw their side get so
close to beating Pakistan in its
history. Left-arm seamer
Anisur Rahman showed we are
sporting above everything and
if*we win we Iike it fair" and
square.,

With Pakistan needing one
run from the last ball for a vic-
tory with one wicket in hand,
Anis just warned the batsman
at the bowlers' end when he
could have simply whipped the
bails up and enforce a tie, set-
ting another example of spo-
rtsmanship a la Courtney Wal-
sh. who did the same at a
similar situation and inciden-
tally against the same country
in the 1987 World Cup.

"To be honest, it is a victory
for Bangladesh. They have bea-
len us in every respect,” said
Nasimul Ghani, the manager of
the’ Pakistan team, who was all
praise for the hosts' valiant
l]ghtback

"l must convey my hcartlest

- felicitation to your left-arm

seamer (Anis)] who set a per-
fect example of sportsman-
ship, something 1_have never
seen in my life,” Ghani said.

Ghani further added: "Our
boys didn't perform up to ex-
pectations and I'm especially
disappointed with the recog-
nised batsmen.

"We cannot afford to lose in
our next two matches." said a
dejected Ghani.

But Rameez Raja, the skip-
per of the Pakistan team, was
more open about the outcome
of the match, saying, "We may
have won but it is a moral vic-
tory for Bangladesh.”

For those, especially !he
reporters of the internation-
ally-acclaimed news dailies
like Hindu and Divina. who. for
a moment, forgot cricket's
age-old adage, it was a pleasant
reminder that a game is not
over until the last ball is
bowled. With all of them
halfway through their reports
predicting a facile victory for
the Pakistanis. the local boys
fought back and made the wise
lot reorganise their works.

Not only for them. but also
for the cricket lovers. who
have developed a tendency of
foretelling any game's future
with a great many lop-sided
match-ups taking place, our
boys. who haven't yet got the
Test status, provided a lot of
space to change their outlook.

Well done boys. well done
cricket.

L

Sunny sworn in

BOMBAY, Dec 22: Indian
cricketer Sunil Gavaskar. who
beat Don Bradman's record ols
29 centuries in Test cricket in
1983 to enter the Guinness
Book of World Records. was
sworn in as Sheriff of Bombay
on Thursday. reports Reuter,

Gavaskar, the 99th honorary
occupant of the Sheriff's post
in india's commercial capital.
set a record in 1984 when he
attained 34 centuries in Test
cricket. He retired in 1987. .,

“This is actually an honour
for Indian cricket,” Gavaskar
said shortly after his swearing-
in.

He is the third crick=!er
appointed to the post. which
dates back more than twe cen-
turies. It is usually filled by em-
inent Bombay businessmen or
professionals.

Gavaskar started his cricket
career in 1971, and captained
India in 47 Tesi matches, not-
ching up a total of 10, 122
nuns.

He is now a newspaper
cricket colummnist and com
mentator for radio and televi
sion. He also runs a sports
management consultancy
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India play Sri Lanka today

Favourites India
open their cam-
paign in the SA-
ARC cricket tour-
. nament today as

they take on Sri
Lanka at the Dhaka Stadium.
The match between the
secohd selections of the Test-
plaging countries from the sub-
continent is billed for a 9 am

e b e

start.

Although the Indians, led by
Test-discard Praveen Amre,
would begin tournament's sec-
ond match as favourites, Sri
Lankans. unlike the abortive
firsi one two years ago. are ex-

PRAVEEN AMRE

Sports Reporter

pecled to give their more fan-
cied opponents tough fight.

5ri Lankans have a number
of experienced Test cricketers
in their ranks Nke skipper
Chandika Haturushinghe and
Athula Samarasekara.

Although Indians far out-
weigh them for the sheer wei-
ght of cricketers with more
experience at igternational

level, their captain Sandeep
Patil. the exciting batsman
who called it a day rather

prematurely, was very tight-
lipped about one the eve of the
match. While their players,
were rendered mute by a con-
tract., were unavailable for
their views on the battle at
hand for code of conduct, Patil
was extremely guarded.

"l would not go into any
lorecast after today's match.
There are no clear favourites.
Any team can win. But my boys
will display quality cricket.”

While the Indians practised
at the central ground of the
Bangladesh University of
Engineering and Technology
(B } very early in the morn-
ing, the Sri Lankans, who
came on board the same fligh
4s their neighbours. had the
nets at the Dhanmondi Cricked
Stadium.

The Lankan squad, led by
Test-discard Chandika Hatu-

rusinghe, contain two players
with Test caps, Athula Sama-
rasekara and Maravan Atapattu,
besides the skipper. Sama-
rasekara, the tall aggressive
opening batsman, is very
familiar to the local cricket
buffs for his longish stint in
thre Dhaka cricket league.

Samarasckara apart, Wen-
dell Labrooy, younger brother
of another familiar Lankan
face, Graham, Atapattu, Saman
Jayantha, Manjula Munasinghe,
and Russel Arnold all have
visited Bangladesh for the
abortive first version of this
meet.

.a n

HATHURUSINGHE

PORT ELIZABE-
- TH ., Dee 22 50-
uth Africa booked
their place in the
best-of-three ma-

for 20

SA in Mandela Trophy ﬁnal

ght one-handed by substitute
fielder Mike Rindel at mid-on
and Aravinda de Silva
caught. also at mid-on. without
scoring.

1nmugb closed) 237
Fall of wickets: 1-30 2.53
3-79; 4-198: 5-200: 6-200 7
219 B-229
Did not bat; C. Eksteen

_— -— tch final of the Hashan Tillekeratne was

Mindela Trophy against top scorer with an unbeaten Bowling: OM RW
Pakistan when they beat Sri 6 Wickeremasinghe 8 0 44 |
Lanka by 44 runs In a rain- The victory gave Seuth Vaas 9 0 42 2
affected day-night game on Africa eight points in the ro Dharmasena 10 O 37 4
Wednesday. reporis Reuler. und-robin format of the tour Muralidharan 10 O 32 O

Needing a victory or no de nament, three more than Sri  Kalpage 10 1 51 |
cision to make the final. South Lanka. Jayasuriva 3 0 21 0O
Africa won the toss and captain Pakistan won five of their SRILANKA
Hansie Cronje chose to bat six round-robin matches for 10 R Mahanamia ¢ Eksteen
first before a packed house of poirits. while lowly New Zea- b Matthews
more than 20.000 people, land finished winless and in S Jayasuriva ¢ sublRindel)

Steady but unspectacular last place. h Matthews 90
hatting. led by a fourth-wicket South Africa will play two A Cmipisinha Thw by C ronie
stand of 119 between Daryll test. against New Zealamd be De Sy ¢ tallehan
Cullinan (634. and Jonty Rho- fore "e finals. b Maitthicw s
dgs. (53). put South Alrica at SCOREBOARD A Ranatunga c and b Cruige 24
198 for three. .Then three ; _ H. Tillekeratne not out 36
wickets fell for only two runs, Scoreboard in the Mandela Kalpage b Callaghan g
and Seouth Africa scrambled Iropby day-night match be- K Uhdrmémm Hot ol 12
for another 37 runs in their tween South Alrica and Sri Extras (b-2. 1b-4. nb- 1) -
final overs to finish at 237 for Lanka on"Wednesday: Total: or six wickets
eight SOUTH AFRICA: T Ry | 3G

Rain interrupted the Sri A. Hudson Ibw b Wickremasinghe 27 Fall of r.,lﬂfkpt-g, | -5 2.34
Lanka innings at 75 for four G. Kirstenn b Dhariiasena 20 134 £.55 5846112
and again at 101 for five. Two D. Culinan ¢ Gursinha Did not |']'.FI_|. C. Vaas |
hours play were lost and their b Dharmasena 63 Wickremasinghe v
eventual adjusted target was H.Cronje ¢ De Silva b Kalpage 5 Muralidharan.

184 in 34 overs. J. Rhndes ¢ Mahanama :

They never really got going b Dharmasena 53 Bowling: O M R W
after man-of-the-match Chris D.Callaghan ¢ Jayasuriya De Villiers 7 I 24 ()
Matthews captured (hree b Dhammasena 23 Matthews 7 O 22 3
wickets in the opening 12 D.Richardson ¢ Ranatunga b Vaas 7 Simons T 0O 25 0
overs of their innings. E . Simons ¢ Kalpage b Vaas 11 Cronje 8 0 27 2

He had Roshan Mahanama C. Matthews not out 11 Callaghan 3 0 19 '
well caught in the gully by De Villiers not out 7 Eksteen 2 0 168 O
Clive Eksteen for three. Sanath Exiras: (Ib-7, b-3) 10 Result: South Africa won by
ol l'.;nm:rii,;a spectacularly cau-  Total (eight wickets, 44 runs,

— [
Pele enters politics| Zimbabweans
t RIO DE JANEI- ity to draw attention to prob Iomp hgme
8 RO. Dec 22: Pele. YEA. Australia, Dec 22

regarded as the
world's greatest
/piay:r. Was nam-
ed on Wednesday

L as Sports Minister in a new

Brazilian government which
will take power on January 1,
reports:Reuter.

It is the first time he has
been given a public post.

The nomination is seen in
Brazil as a blow for the presi-
dent of the Brazilian Football
Confederation (CBF). Ricardo
Texieira, son-in-law of FIFA,
president Joao Havelange.

Pele was last year barred
from the World Cup draw in
Las Vegas by Havelange after
alleging the CBF had been cor-
rupt in business practices over
Lelevision rights.

"He (Pele) has never ac-
cepted a public position be-
fore,” said President-elect
Fernando Henrique Cardoso in
announcing the nomination.

"His interest in sport at
grass-roots level and his capac-

lems will be immensely valu

able. Pele is a symbol of the
Brazil that has come up [rom
the roots and... a symbol of a
Bra¥il that has triumphed.”

It was not clear how much
time Pele, who has bécome a
businessman since ending his
playing days, will I:If:vme to the
new post.

A long-time critic of Bra-
zilian politicians, Pele spent
the day in the port city of
Santos where he has a home
and avoided contact with the
media.

He is expectéd to .concen-
trate on developing sport at
grass roots level, working with
private companies to buijld
sports facilities which are des-
perately lacking in Brazilian
cities.

The huge majority of sports
facilities in Brazilian cities are
in private or military clubs and
are inaccessible to the poor.

Pele is not the first former
sportsman to become Sports
Minister.

American tenms star Martina Navratilova (R) and her mother Jana read a document of
Martina s honorary citizenship of Revnice she received at the local municipal hall on Dec 21,

Revnice, u small town in the Czech Republic, is where Martina's career began

Opener Granf Flower scored
83 runs Thursday to lead
Zimbabwe to a 6]-run victory
over a Victorian state Countn
Xl in a limited-overs crickel
match. reports AP

Zimbabwe batted first and
hit 228-5 off their 45 overs In
reply, Victorian Country XI
mustered 167-5 with Brendon
Heath making the most of so
me long hops and halfl volleys
from Zimbabweéan captain An
drew Flower to strike a guick
fire 40

Andrew Flower said he
appreciated the chance (o see
some Australian countryside
and enjoy the hospitality of the
country town, located about
100 kilometers (62 miles)
northeast of Melbourne. More
than 2,500 crammed the small
Yea Recreational Owal

"We are used to this type of
venue at home so it was not a
big change at all playing on
the ground.” Andrew Flower
said. "It was nice to come to a
lmnmahkt this and meet some
friendly people.’

Andrew Flower demoted
himsell down the order to
allow a few of his teammates
Lhe chance to bat.

But his brether Grant
Alistair Campbell and Guy
Whittall accumulated most of
the runs, Grant and Campbell
put on 69 for the opening-
wicket, while Whittall joined
Gramt and added 82 for the
second - wicket.

Maradona
joins Racmg

BUENOS AIRES, Dec
Former Argentina captain [hr
¢o Maradona will join Racing
CMib for one year as coach en
Friclav. chtb president Juan de
Stefano said here Wednesday,
reports AFP

Maradeona., 34, who takes
over from fermer Uruguyan
international Luis Cubilla. quit
his first coaching job at
Deportive Mandiyu after a row

with Lhe club president

He joins a more prestigious

outfit in Racing, among the six
- AFP photo | biggest cltibs in Argentina



