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Dhaka Day by Day
A New Breed of Hawkers

by A S M Nurunnabi

They are a bunch of travelling young haw-
kers, distinct fromn the general run ol hawkers
on the city streets. They remain all the time on
their feet in the battie for existence On the
one hand. they hold a small tray containing
packeis of cigareties chewing gum and lozeng-
es. the other hand is kept free to hold the rod
while hanging inside a bus. They leap on pass-
ing coaches and buses and then begin chanting
their selling calls: "Does anybody need cigar-
etles. lozenges or chewing gum?”

But these selling calls are uttered in a low
voice. since 1t Is thelr experience that a high

him to work hard from morning till evening.

Others of his kind include Kalam, 9, Karim.
11. Jehangir. 10. Babul, 13. All of them work at
the helm of their respective families’ affairs to
keep their bodies and souls together. To win
their bread. they all struggle hard at all times,
braving various odds at every step.

From them it was learnt that there are about
one hundred and fifty travelling hawkers on the
Dhaka-Aricha route. With their small income.
they feed their respective family members av-
eraging seven to nine,

Lately they have been [acing a problem in

pitched voice is niut their profession.
favoured by the bus The Roads and
conductors and they Highways Depart-

are then likely to be
thrown out ol the
bus. Generally the
bus conductors re-

ment are gradually
doing away with the
speed-breakers on
the road. As a result
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SEATS ARE LIMITED

Applications are invited from Bangladeshi nation-

als for the post of Secretary in a government

executed project administered by a United Nations
on.

Qualification requirements: At least Higher Se-
condary Certificate-(graduate preferred) and very
good Enghsh-langmgc competency, minimum of
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