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Demand-supply gap of
meat, milk & egg wide

Hangladesh is facing a wide
gap m demand and supply ol
meal milk and egg. resulling
in severe malnutrition among
the majority population, re-
powits LING

T'he country produces
489 030 metric tens of meat
which is only 10 per cent of
the total annual demand for
5085 980 tons of its 11.61
crore population.

PFroduction of milk in the
country is only 1.392 373
metric tons. 13 per cent ol the
demand for 10.170.360 tons.
Some 24 crore eggs are avail-
able every year while the
deticit 1s 1R19.35 crore or B9
ner cent ol the total demand.

This was revealed by Dr
Ziauddin Ahmed. lormer di-
reclor of Agriculture Extension
Departiment, alt a4 seminar ol
Rote of Livestock in Poverty
Alleviation™ in Dhaka yester-
day

Krishibid Institution Bangla-
desh (KIBl organised the day-
jong semunar atl the auditorium
ol Bangladesh Agriculture Re-
se.rch Council (BARC).

Presenting the key-note
paper. Dr Ahmed said the huge
deficit can be filled up by inte-
grating the large educated or
uneducated unemployed popu-
lation with the livestock devel-
apment programine.

He also focused on different
model schemes developed by
the Livestock Department in
collaboration with some NGOs
lor development of the live-
stovk sub-sector.

Fhe agriculturist suggested
Iliat  livestock development
projects get priority in the an-
nual development prog

IADP). small credil schemes
taken up In the rural areas and
modern slaughterhouses set up
for processing different bt
products.

Addressing the, seminar.
Fisheries and Livestock Mi-
nister Abdullah-Al Noman said
the government has taken
steps to develop the livestock
sub-sector through an inte-
grated programme centering
the villages.

Apart from development of
Savar Dairy Farm. he said. five
new larms are being sel up in
the country despite limited re-
SOUrees.

The minister observed that
livestock cannot be developed
in {solation. “"We have to bring
about fundamental changes in
the development plan with
special emphasis on rural
economy.”

Comparing the investment
in fisheries and livestock sub-
sector with that of industrial
sector, he said the sub-sector
contributes 13 per cent to the
GDP while the industrial sec-

tor with a huge investment

contributes 11 per cent.

Noman also regreited the
disparity in investments be-
tween industrial and agricul-
tural sectors.

KIB President and Director
General of Agriculture Exten-
sion Department M Ayubur
Rahman said that unlike in the
past the rate of agricultural
growth was not increasing
proportionately.

He informed that 46 agri-
culturists having Ph D degree
lett the country in last one year
failing to get any important
assignments.

‘No change in BNP stance
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on members not Lo resign
irom Parliament to show re-
spect to democracy,” the BNP
Secretary General said.

He said the BNF is not even
thinking of the President be-
coming chief of an interim
government.

He brushed aside the latesl
Opposition proposal that they
(Opposition) are ready to ac-
cept Begum Khaleda Zia as
chiet of an interim government
if she resigns from the post of
BNP Chairperson and refrain
from election activities. "How
can a politician make such a
proposal.” he asked.

He said that the party
standing committee Tuesday
night discussed organisational
activities and also the after-
math of the Opposition's res-
ignation from Parliament. The
BNP would increase the fre-
gquency of its public meefings
and processions in the capital
and other divisional cities, he
added

Talukder said the public
meeting scheduled in Barisal
on December 27 will now -be
held on January 29 because ol
the Bakerganj by-election and
Harisal pourasabha elections.

in Dhaka, BNP wings would
organise public meetings in
different wards but no big rally
would be organised shortly, he
sakd.

About the recent move of
Speaker Shatkh Razzak Ali for
resumption of the Govern-
nment-Opposition dialogue,
Salam Talukder said as the
suardian of the House he [elt

.retary

that he should do something.

In reply to a question re-
garding Razzak All's optimism
aboutl a solution, the BNP Sec-
General said "he
(Speaker) has been misunder-
stood by a section of the
press.” If the opposition par-
ties accept Sir Ninian's pro-
posal. the crisis can be solved,
he added.

The Commonweallth Emis-
sary. afier more than a month
of discussions between the two
sides, had suggested that an
interim government could be
formed during the elections
with the present Prime Minis-
ter as the chief of 10-member
cabinet. The cabinet would
comprise filve members each
from the ruling party and the
Opposition. The opposition
parties, however, turned down
the proposal.

Talukder pointed out that a
number of opposition parties
took part in the elections un-
der the Ershad gbvernment
but they did not demand any
caretaker government during
that period.

Meanwhile, the opposition
parties in Parliament will meet
today to finalise the course of

action to be announced on De- .

cember 28. the date of their
resignation.

Opposition sources said a
three-day hartal may-be called,
beginning January 2.

A ruling party source said
the Prime Minister may again
call upon the opposition MPs,
before December 28, not to
resign from parliament.

PM: Nothing will happe
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sition did not tome up with
any proposal because  “all they
wintil is remove BNP  from

power.” she told the freedom
Highters., :

Saying that election is con-
ducted by the Election Com-
mission and not by the gov-
ernment. the prime Minister
mentioned the bills brought
by BNP and passed by parlia-
ment to strengthen the elec-
* tion commission and the elec-
toral process.

Pointing at the invitation to .

discuss the bills, she accused
the opposition of unnecessarily
creating the crisis without dis-
cussing them in or outside
parliament. :

"Election., election. and
election is the only rule in

democratic process. People's
verdict 1s final®. she d re- .
minding that everyone has to

wait for the mandate.

"If they believed in parlia-
mentary democracy. they
should have discussed the bills
in parliament.” Zia said
and accused the Opposition of
providing only lip service to
democracy.

She said her party believes
in multi-party democracy but
siressed the need of warking
unitedly for national interest.

The Opposition also has a
pousitive role to play in national
building activities and stren-
gthening democratic process,
Begum Zia said terming
suggestions of the opposition
vital 1n this regard. She
regretted their boycott of
parliament and moves hinder-
ing the development efforts of
the present government.. in-
stead of playing that role.

Chaired by President of
Muktijoddha Dal and State
Minister for Youth and Sports
Sadek Hossain. the function
wias also addressed by BNP

Secretary General and LGRD
and Cooperatives Minister
Abdus Salam Talukdar.

Communication Minister Lt
€ ol (retd) Oli Ahmed, BB. who
is Chief Adviser of the Jatiy-
atabadi Muktijoddha Dal, was
the main speaker.

Without naming the Awami
League, the prime minister
said they were proceeding to’
establish democracy and the
spirit of liberation war by
joining hands with the anti-
libération force and the autoc-

racy.
"Those on their right can-
nol be friends of liberation
movement.” she said indical-
ing Jamaal-e-Islami.

"Those on their left cannot
be {riends of democracy.” she
said meaning the Jatiya Party.

" Begum Zia accused the op-

position of pushing the country

towards a disaster and called

upon the freedom fighters to
stand against those who want
to enchain the country in slav-
ery. "H is time to safeguard
the independence and Ssove-
reignty of the country.” she

Turning to the problems of
the freedom fighters, Begum
'Zia assured that the govern-
ment would take sincere steps
to assuage genuine grievances.,

She also assured contribu-
tion to the Freedom Fighters'

Welfare fund created recently.

by the Jatiyatabadi Muktijod-

dha Dal to assist the needy fel-

lowmen.

On rehabilitation demand of
the freedom fighters, Begum
Zia said preference would be
given to assisting them in dif-
ferent self-employment pro-
jecis. | '

The Prime Minister urged
the freedom fighters to portray
the actual history of liberation

- war before the young genera-
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, Chechey volunteers load a truck on the way to Petropaviodskaya (20 km northeast of Grozny

sterday, where heavy combats have taken place during the last few days. Rebel Chechen
{:ader Dzhokhar Dudayev called yesterday for international pressure on Moscow to halt its
offensive on his breakaway Muslim republic but Russian troops pursued their attack.

Adhikary seeks
vote of confidence
today

KATHMANDU, Dec 21:
Nepali Prime Minister Man-

‘1" mohan Adhikary, the Hima-

layan kingdom's first commu-
nist leader, will seek a vote of
confidence in parliament
today. the Speaker of the
lower house said. reporis
Reuter.

Adhikary, 74. was expected
to win the vote even though
his government had only a nar-
row majority over its main rival
in the second general elec-
lions since multiparty democ-
racy was eslablished in 1990.

“Prime Minister Manmohan
Adhikary has requested per-
mission to table a vote of con-
fidence.” house Speaker Ram
Chandra Paudel told pariia-
meni oday. E:

Price hike
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day or \wo. Another two ships
carrying the same quantity of
foodgrains is likely to reach
Chittagong Port within the
next 10 to 15 days. Another
4.5 lakh tons of foodgrains are
in the pipeline to be shipped
to the country. '

The minister said, alloca-
tion ungder food for works pro-
gramme which is likely to be-
gin within the next two weeks
will be increased sabstantially
and the government is. dis-
tributing over twd lakh metric
tons of wheat among the pri-
mary students this year under
the food for education pro-
gramme. These two pro-

grammes Wwill positively have a

favourable impact on the price
condition of foodgrains and the
price will definitely face a
downward pressure.

Doctor not
reinstated
despite HC
verdict

By Staff Correspondent

A doctor ot the Titas Gas
Company lost his job without

‘being given an opportunity to

explain his position. ‘
Last October the High Court

Division of the Supreme Court

declared his termination ol

_service as illegal but he is yet

lo be reinstated.

According to -Titas Gas
sources, Dr Azizul Karim, who
was a medical officer ol
Petrobangla from 1986 and
was appointed Chief Medical
Officer of the Titas Gas on a
permanent hasis in 1990, lost
his 'job last January. He was
given no show cause notice.

He was removed from ser-
vice on the grouhd that when
the Titas Gas appointed Dr
Karim as the Chief Medical Of-
ficer in 1990, he was two years
older.than the upper age limit
for the post.

Following a writ petition
challenging the legality of the
termination of service, the
High Court in a verdict on Oc-
tober 31 declared the termina-

The verdict said,
vice rules had provisions for
the flexibility of the upper age
limit for the appointment of

the Chiet Medical officer and

also. the authorities had ap-
pointed ‘him to the post know-
ing fully well that he was 48
vears old.

After the verdict. Dr Azizul

the ser-

— AFP photo

executives today

By DU Correspondent

The tvachers ol Diaka and
Jahangirnagar universities will
elect representatives to their
respective teachers associa-
ons in separate elections to-
day.

A 15-member executive co-
mmiltee of the Dhaka Uni-
versity Teachers' Association
(DUTAJ. the apex body of over,
a thousand university teachers.
will be elected today for the
ext one year.

The voting will be held
from 10 am to 2 pm at the
Dhaka University Club. |

Teachers from three panels
— Blue, Pink and White — are
contesting the polls.

The candidates [or Lthe
president post are Prof ATM
Zahurul Hug and Prof AK
Monwar Uddin Ahmed of the
Economics Department [rom
the Blue and Pink panels re-
spectively while Prof Abul
Kalam of the International
Relations Department from the
White panel.

Prof SM Imamul Huq of the
Soil Science, Muhammed Mo-
hiuddin, Associate Prof of Ma-

‘nagement and Prof Kamrul

Ahsan Chowdhury of Sociology
are contesting for the general
secretary post from the Blue,
Pink and White panels respec-
tively. :

Besides, all three panels
have put their representatives
to contest the other posts —

one each for vice-president,
treasurer, joint secretary and
ten execulive member posis.

Prof Aminul Islam will be
the election commissioner ol
the DUTA polis.

Besides, the annual general
meeting of the DUTA will be-
gin at 9 am this morning.

Our JU correspondent ad-
ds: The elections to the execu-
tive committee of the Jahan-
girnagar Unfversily Teachers
Association (JUTA} will be
held Loday.

The voting to elect the 11-
member committee will be
held between 9 am to 1 pm at
the Teachers Club en the uni-
versity c;lmpua,

* Candidates [rom two panels

of the university teachers are
contesting the polls this year.
Prof Mesbaus Salehin and Afsar
Ahmed are jointly leading one
panel ‘while Prof Mostahidur
Rahinan is leading the other.

Prof Tajul islam of Econo-
mics and Afsar Ahmed Asso-
ciate Professor of Dramatics

" are the president and general

secretary candidates from
Salehin-Afsar led panel.

Besides, Profl Enamul Hugq

Khan of History and Dr AKM
Shahnewaz of Archaeology are
the president and general sec-
retary candidates respectively

[rom ‘' the panel led by _Frul
Mastahidur Rahman.
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stick wiclding actividis of the Alliance for Resisting Anu-
Islamic Activities, on the rampage near the Bangladesh Bank
in the citv yesterdayv. The pro-Islamic Sangram Parishad

called a Dhaka siege programme today. -

- —atar photo
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Plan to improve ZIA's

Karim applied to the Tiltas Gas

post, but he was not allowed.
"The Titas authorities have

decided to" appeal to the

Supreme Courl against the

Gas source said.

He said recruitment rules
were not followed strictly
while appointing Dr Karim in
1990. The then. management
did hot advertise in the news-
papers for the post of Chief

ical Officer. | |

"After the change of gov-
ernment, many raised com-
plaints against his appoint-
ment and age limit.," the
source pointed put. ' :

According to the High Court

similarly dismissed Musharrafl
Hossain Chowdhury, manager,

in the early eighties. Musharraf’

eventually got back his jo
through a law suit. -

authorities for rejoining his.

verdict” an authoritative Titas

- verdiet. the Titas authorities

An international meeting

and tighten the security sys-
tem of Zia International
Airport (Z1A) for the conve-
nience of passengers, reporis
UNB. -

The meeting, chaired by
Finance Minister M Saifur
Rahman. also decided to work
in a coordinated manner to

gers Irom unmecessary ha-
rassment by unsocial elements
outside 'the airport premises.
it decided that from now on
all officers and employees of
the agencies working at the
. airport would wear and display
" a duty pass while on duty.
During this time a duty pass
has to be displayed in addition
lo a security pass which is re-

quired for entry at the airport .

premises. |
Regarding undesirable rush

vesterday decided to. improve

protect the innocent passen-

security system

in the VIP lounge at the arrival
and departure of a VIP. the
Finance Minister suggested
strict enforcement of the
conditions for using the lounge
by a VIP. _ _

VIP lounge should not be al-
lowed to he used for "the

spouse or children or other.

relatives of a VIP even if the
VIP is physically present to re-
ceive or see the concerned
passenger off, he said.

The interministerial coor-
dination meeting was attended
by Home Minister Abdul Matin
Chowdhury andi State Minister
for Civil Aviation and Tourism
Abdul Marnan. :

Reviewing different aspects
of works of the three agencies.
the meeting also took some
other decisions to remove im-
pediments hindering better
ecordination among them.

s o eop——

| DUTA, JUTA will elec

2 Bangladeshi
soldiers leave
Zagreb hospital

Two of the four Bangladeshi
Army personnel injured in Bi-
hac, have been released from
the hospital in Zagreh. reporis
LUNB.

According o an ISPR press
release, the army personnel Lnk
Mohammad Anisur Rahman
and Sarwar Mohammad Mah-
bubur Rahman are now conva-
lescing in their camp Pleso

The condition of two others

—Risaldar Niranjan Kuonlar
Bhoumik and Lnk Mohammad
Shafiqul Islam — are improving.
They are expected to be released
frosn Lhe hospital within a week

LiSIS from Zagreb adds: Lale
last week, United States am-

hassador to Croatia Peter W Ga--

Ibraith visited several Bang-
ladeshi-UN troops Injured du-
ring a revccnl Serb attack in the
Bthac pocket

Moitree
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tured and he received multiple
injuries. He was attacked while
taking photographs of the po-
lice lobbing tear gas shells to
control unruly activists of the
Chhatra Moitree. He was ad-
mitted to a local clinic.

Meanwhile. the Khulna dis-
trict and city units of JCD
brought out a joint procession
to protest the unprovoked at-

tack on public property by the

Chhatra Moitree activists and
also on photo-journalist Abdul
Gallar by police this evening.
The JCD leaders later in a
rally demanded immediate
punishient of those involved.

Cricket
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that Bangladesh is staging the
four-nation tournament follow-
ing an abdrtive attempt in 1992,
which was postponed halfway
through due to political unrest

resuljing from the demolition of

the Babri Mosque in Ayoddha,
India.

The 17-member Pakistan

1 team arrived in the capital

Tuesday and the two other par-
ticipants were due late last
night. !

Bangladesh Television and
Radio Bangladesh will cover the
malches of the limited-overs
toutney live.

Saudi Mufti
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protest the international air |

embargo on their country which
prevents them reaching Mecca,

| except over land.

Sheikh [bn Baz also called
on the hardliners to cooperate
with the Palestinian authority
and ‘stop divisions among
Palestinians in the self-rule
Gaza Strip and West Bank en-
clave of Jéricho.

He called on PLO chiel
Yasser Arafat to "allow sharia
{Islamic law) to prevail in the
autonomous territories.” _

The mufii also condemned

-militants for using violent

means in the Arab and Islamic
world to express opposition to

the government.

“This is against the pre-
cepts of Islam,” adding that Is-
lamic reforms must take:place
in line with 4{he sharia
“without resoging to vio-
lence.” ; ]

Saudi Arabia has been tak-.
ing part in multilateral talks
with Israel as part of the Mid-
die East - peace 'process,
launched at the Madrid con-
ference ' of October. 1991. But

there are no direct talks be-

tween the two countries.

;fl ', Sérb;«g shell Bihac
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called Tuesday ‘probably. the
worst day in Bihac thus far, al
least in the recent past.’

He said two or three
makeshift missiles, packing
250 kilogram bombs as war-
heads, hit Bihac. Those, mor-
tar and artillery rounds re-
sulted in at least 13 wounded,
he told, reporters. Bosnian ra-
dio said five people died and
47 were wounded. :

Serb snipers killed an B81-
year-old man in Sarajevo Tues-
day. But world attention re-
mained on the fight for Bihac.
where outgunned government
troops are defending 70.000
people trapped in the city and
its environs. Fighting in the
area intensified en Monday
alter a weekend Iull. -

8 burnt to death in Karachi

KARACHI Dec 21 At least eight people burned to death and

several were injured when gas cylinders

in two gold-

smith shops in a busy market place oday, pelice and w
sourees said Witnesses told AFP that several cylinders exploded
one after another causing a lire in a five-story building The
victims were sail (o be workers at two sheps in the five-siory
Mohaminadi building in the congested business area of the city.

4 Italian ministers resign

ROME. Dec 21 Four of the five northern League ministers in
italian Prime Minister Silvio Berlusconi's cabinet handed in

their resignations today

The oy one of the five ministers

remain in the cabinet was Interior Minister Roberio Maroni. sad
Institfitional Reform Minister Francesco Sperani. reports AFP.

From Page | Col 4

menl 1o the local evel was
raiscd by Suranjit Sengupta
MV, |te said the central aclinin-

istravon i% burdened with mat
ters which easily can be per

formed at local level. The
transfer of responsibilities
would not only help the peo-
ple, but also enable the gov

ernment to loek into the im-
portants« national issues more
carefully.

World Bank Resident Re
presentative P Landell-Mills
spoke of the need for transler-
rinfg the responsibilities of the
government (o the private sec-
tor. The country should make
use of the advantage of private
sector management system for
serving the people more
quickly.

He said a chaotic situation
has beem prevailing iIn the
country’s administration. Pro-
motions are given without
considering the efficiency of
the civil servants and appro-
priaté persons are not given
training. he added.

Prof Chowdhury alleged that
miany of the government deci-
sions with regard to adminis-
trative reforms are not com
patible with constitutional
provisions Establishment Sec-
retary Habibur Rahman said
that they had tq face a lot of
pressure from various quarters

| regarding the malters of trans-
fers. Pressures come [rom top .

officials. from the political
level and also from other le-
vels. The ministry is really in a
difficult situation. he added.
The dialogue, held in two
sessions, was also participated
by Prof Nurul Islam. former
deputy chairman of Lthe
Planning Commission; Gano
Forum leader Shamsuddoha,
MP. former Finance Minister
M Sayeduzzaman. Dr AMM
Shawkat Ali. Shahed Latif of
the ESCAP. Dr AKM Mashiur

Rahman., Dr P Rana af the

Asian Development Bank
(ADB), KZ Islam, and Salma
Khan, Director of Bangladesh
Management Development
Centre. Executive Director of
the CPD Prof Rehman Sobhan
moderated the dialogue.

ATR Rahman Deputy Di-

O1l exploration
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13 and 14 greater Sythet area.
In oil and gas. Occidental.is
active in more than 20 coun-
tries and has oil and gas pro-
ducing operations in over [0
countries including Pakistan,
Malaysia. Russia,. Oman. the
Philippines and Yemen.

- It will be the first mega
multinational company to invest
in Bangladesh in a favourable
loreign investment climate Lhat

‘exists in the country, the

sources said.
Occidental discovered more:

than 11 billion barrels of oil and

gas equivalent in its 30 years of
operations. In 1993, it had sales

! ol more than 8.1 billion US do:-

lar;

was, going
College at about T pm. He wa
shot m the leg. -

Medical College Hospital. |

[Major reforms in admin

rector of the Division of Public
Adiimistration and Manage-
et of the United Nations,
Yew York. sald a [requent
ransfer of officials from ome
department to another really
affect their performance.
“Whai is the legitimacy of
transfers. when one needs
time to be acguainted with his
l‘O.I‘]F'rr::f Muzaffar Ahmed of the
IBA of Dhaka University
siressed handing over power
and re of the gov-
ernment to the local levels and
said accountability of the ad-
ministration can be m‘
more by intfroducing this sys-

Fhe present - government,
heing o demeocratic one, could

wddress the issue, he sald. but
uidortunately this was yet (o be

clone

Phone. telex
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cenires lias been nnwle In view
of the expanston ol this busi-
ness in the major cities and
towns, especially jin the capital.

Meanwhile. a section of
such businessmen had some-
how escaped paying a huge
amount of bills to the Tand T
aulhorities. sources said.The
provision for deposil money
has bwen introduced to check
su( b practice, he added.

Businessman
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who shiot Sabuj on the chest at
point-blank.

The gunimen believed to be
waiting outside the building
fired at least 10 shots during
their ten-minute operation.

When Sabuj was hit with the
first bullet both he.and Sohel
jumped off the rickshaw and
tried to run for cowver.

Sohel managed to flee the
scene unhurt but Sabuj who
recefved another bullet on the.

leg fell on the. sireet.” The

gunmen fired three more

shots at him.

The gunmen fled the spot
by an auto-rickshaw unchal-
lenged leaving Sabuj and Sona
Mia in a pool of blood on the
street, witnesses added.

Ramna police who took up
the investigation believed
Sabuj, a contractor and a sup-
plier. was killed in a business-
related feud. .

The body was sent to the
DMCH morgue for autopsy. No
arrest was made until last
night. : '

. Sabuj was a resident of
North Circular Road, Kakrail in
the city. g

UNB reports: Unidentified
miscreants shot at a voung
man “near Ayesha Shopping
Complex at New Circular Road
in the city yesterday injuring

him seriously. -

‘Police said miscreants fired
two shots at Dipan Ali while he
towards Shiddeswari

He was admitted to Dhaka

A Hague report says, in

to bolster the UUN force
'Bosnia against Serb intimida-

Tuesday suggested deploying
attack helicopters. '

But they insisted the UN
mission will remain . humani-
tarian and the peacekeepers
will refrain from clashes with
the Serbs.

The top military comman-
ders from most of the 20 na-

| tions with troops on UN duty

in Bosnia wrapped up a two-
day meeting by passing on de-
tailed recommendations to
their governments on how to
make ithe embatiled UN mis-

| sion more effective.

But they shelved American
and French proposals to set up
a fortified corridor from Sara-

jevo to the sea and to allow UN
convoys (o fight their way
‘through Serb road blocks.

what may be a last-ditch effort
in.

tion. military commanders on

- EBLU's

Another Branch

opens today at
26, Sylhet Trunk Road, MouMbazar.

Branchestﬂbeopenedslﬂﬂy:
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