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Wessels plans retirement

JOHANNESBURG
. Dee 21: Kepler
Wessels, who
played Tesl
_l i'ricket for both
- South Africa and
Aumrln has decided to retire
from the game at international

1. reports Reuter.

Weneil 37. said on Tues-
day: “There comes a time
when you know you have to call
it a day.”

Ali Bacher, head of the
United Cricket Board of South
Africa, said Wessels had made
the decision to retire afler
talks with himself and con

[nter-varsity
cricket from
January 20

The inter-university cricket
competition will begin on Jan-

uary 20 next year at the
Bangladesh University of Engi-
neering and Technology (BUET),

reports UNB.

University teams from all
over the country are expected to
take part in competition, said a
press release yesterday.

venor ol selectors Peter Pol-
lock over the past lwa days.

Bacher degcribed him as
"one of the gutsiest crick-
eters” he had known.

Wessels quil South Africa
during its years of sporting iso-

lation caused by apartheid and
played 24 Tests for Austiralia.

opening his international ca-
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KREPLER WESSELS
reer with a century against
England.

He returped to play for
South Africa in their final
series of matches against a
rebel Australian team and soon
_ after the country was readmit-
ted to international cricket
was appointed captain of the

national squad.
Wessels led Squth Africa to

-l,he semifinals of the World

Cup in Australia and captained
them in 13 Tests. drawing
series with Australia and Eng-
land, bealing Sri Lanka and In-

din and losing u one-ofl Test

against West Indies,

He stepped down as capilain
last month and South Africa
lost to New Zealand in the first
Test they played under new
skipper Hansie Cronje. Since
then. knee trouble and a bro-

ken_nose, with accompanying

sinus problems, have bothcrﬁd

him.
“In uimple terms, he has a
gut feeling that the time is

‘right for him to retire from

Test cricket,” said Ali Bacher,
managing director of the
United Cricket Board.

Wessels said he planned Lo
continue playing provincial
cricket for Eastern Prnvlm:c in

South Africa.

SL after Botham, Border

COLOMBO, Dec
21: The Sri
Lankan cricket
authorities admit-
ted today that
b negotiations are
underwayv to secure Allan
Border or lan Botham as
national team manager, re-
ports AFP.

“Duleep Mcndla requested
the blessings for the board to
negotiate with lan Botham and
Allan Border to secure their
services as a consultant to the

hoard.” Sri Lankan cricket
board secrelary Anura Ten-
nekoon said in a statement. -
Mendis, ithe chairman of se-
lectors, plans to get sponsors
to pay the bill if either of the

former Tesl .stars agree, Ten-

nekoon said.

Press reports have said for
more than a week that Mendis
was looking, for a foreign man-

ager. But this was the first re-

action from the Board ol Con-
. Irol for Cricket in Sri Lanka.
““crotiations arc still in

the initial stages.” said Ten-
nekoon. who rejected miedia
speculation that the board had
a preferemce lor one of the
plavers.

“The only point of consid-
eration involving Botham and
Border was the timing of the
assignment in terms of their
heavy international and other
commitment.” Tennekoon
saicl.

Tennekoon would not
comment on reparts that
former England all-rounder
Botham was certain he would
gel the job instead ol the Aus-
tralian, Botham was quoted in
the British press as saying that

"If the terms are right and the

money is right I'll take it.”
“The Sri Lankan board have
approached Border but | know
the job is mine if 1 wamt it. |
love Sri Lanka as a country and

the Sri Lankans are lovely peo- -

ple. Frankly. | am flatiered that
they wanit me.” Botham was
fuoted as saying.

The move to appoinl Sri

Lanka's first overseas manager
follows some poor results, in-

cluding humiliating Test series

defeats to India and Pakistan.

Following a three-Test
drubbing in India earlier in the
yvear, differences between the
then cricket manager Bandula
Warnapura and key players
came into the open,

Skipper Arjuna Ranatunga
and five others pulled-out of a
limited-over contest in Sharjah
in April, following the result of
a fitness test that disquali
vice-captain Aravinda de Silva
from the tournament.

Former Test cricketers
have frequently called for a
professional cricket manager
lo improve Sri Lanka's
chances. '

Since Sri Lanka earmed Test
status in 1981, the West
Incdies’ Sir Garfield Sobers,
England's Ted Dexter and Don
Smnith and Australian Peter

Philpott—have all helped Sri
Lankan (rLckct '

WASHINGTON.

Ded 21 American
orgatizers provi-
ded a first-rate
World Cup this
year, but then
" squandered a golden oppor-
tunity to capitalize on the
Unprecedented interest with
an elite US league. reporis

AFP.
The 24-team championship
plaved to 3.5 million specta-

_tors in nine cities, providing

front-page news and com-
manding major television at-
el ion,

Even golf and baseball were
overshadowed hy the exploits
of Brazil. lwaly and others.
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Bul .the memories have
faded quickly. Foolball is rarely

MLS not ready to kick off

mentioned now that baskeiball

and American football seasons
are well under way.

Even baseball and hoekey
shutdowns did not create
room for [ootball because no
US league was there to fill the
void. FIFA-backed Major
League Soccer (MLS). run by
World Cup chairman Alan
Rothenberg, was put on hold
until April of 1996. the same

month a new US baseball

league plans to start.
“Nobody could have pre-

dicted the situation the US
sports communify is in now,”
US World Cup defender Alexi
Lalas said.

*I'm still very optimistic.
But just from what I've been
hearing. there's so much nega-
Live energy. Organizers are go-
ing agaiust a country of other
sporis.”

Rothenberg went [rom the

World Cup to surviving a politi-

cal fight to remain president of
the US Soccer Federation. US
indoor and outdoor low-level
leagues fought against Rothen-
berg. whao won with support of
youth football leaders.

Critics said Rothenberg
should not be running the
league and the US organiza-
tion, saying others could have
had a league ready for next
April as had been projected.

Rothenberg said MLS would
keep the momentum of the
World Cup, then announced
the delay until 1996, ending
any hope of lingering support
from the world's most popular
sports event on a skeptical US
audience.

FIFA gave a letter of sup-
port, but their goal of a US
league in place after the World
Cup went unfulfilled.

“Like a fine wine, you only
open it when it is ready,” said
Stu Subetnick, owner of the
MLS team in the New York
darean.

“We've looked at some of
the mistakes that were made
in the past and we wanted to
make sure they didn't happen
again. Soccer has been an or-
phan in our couniry too long,
We want it to last for cen-
Luries._”

Pele had similar dreams 20
years ago when he played in
the North American Soccer
League (NASL). which died a
derade ago.

“The failure of the NASL
s«ared ofl a lot of potential in-
vesiors.” said Marc Rapaport.
the owner of a Los Angeles

MLS team.

“The World Cup showed
maybe things have changed.”

Rothenberg promises sev-
eral international matches in
MLS markets in 1995 o sus
tain interest, bul two ol the
league's 10 debut cities have
nol even “)een decided yet.
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Intikhab pads
up again

ALICE, South Africa, Dec
21: Pakistan team ser In-
tikhab Alam stepped out of
retirement to lead his team to
a crushing 143-run victory
over an Eastern Cape Invitation
Xl in a
Tuesday, reports Reuter. .

it was hardly a testing
comeback for the 52-year-old
former Test ‘as his side
won with 18 overs to spare,
having reduced the invitation
leam-to 12 for six at one stage.

Replying to the Pakistan
total of 260 for séven, the
home side had no answer io
the pace and accuracy of

Javed and Ataur Rehman.
our of the first five bats-

- men were out without scoring

and four wickets fell with the

score at eight — three of them -

to Ataur Rehman.

Intikhab saved the ratch
from becoming a total farce as
he' withdrew hits opening
bowlers, Ghafiek Abrahams was
clearly delighted as he hit an
unbeaten 77, inclu seven

~ fours. to give the final total of

117 some res ility.
Remarkably, he was the
only Eastern Cape player to
reach double figures. Ataur
Rehmarmn finished with five lor
18 [rom seven overs, Aaqib

Awo for six [rom three and In-

tikliah himself grabbed (wo lor

36 [rom nine overs of leg spin.

Opener Asif -Mujtaba en-
sured a sizeable Pakistan total
with 101 scored from 105
balls with nine boundaries.

Other useful contributions
came from fellow opener Sha-
keel Ahmed (31) and all-
rounder Manzoor Elahi with an
‘unbealen 45 from 34 deliver-
ies.

No Sheffield
Shield cricket
now: Lara

BRISBANE, Dec 21: Wesi:
Indian batsman Brian Lara said
Tuesday (hat any entry into
Ausitralia's® Shellield 5Shield
cricket would ‘have ito wait
until after his international
career, reports AFP.

Lara and former West Indies
wicketkeeper® Jeffrey Dujon
are playing the Jack Newton
Celebrity ,Classic on the Sun-
shine Coast, North of Brisbane,
reports AFP. '

Asked if he would like to
play a summer in Australia like
' his cricket idol Viv Richards,
the young world record holder
for first-class and Test runs
said.: "Suwe, I'd love to — but
the way the international pro-
gramme — is at the moment i{

is probably impossible right

"Maybe after I've achieved
my international ambitions,

and if somebody asks me, I
could play in Australia.”
Richards

hatting record by blasting 375
runs agains|{ England last April.
beating Sir Garfield Sobers 36-
year-old record of 365.

Six weeks later he set a.

with 501 not out for English
county Warwickshire against
Durham breaking the previous
record held for 35 years by
Hanif Mohammed of Pakistan
with 499,

After 16 Test matches Lara
has a batting average of 62.62.

[zvestia Cup
hockey Russia’s

MOSCOW, Dec 21: Ru:;eu

a first-period goal from de-
gwemm Sergel Sorokin on
Tuesday night and made them
stand up for a 1-0 victory over
the Cgech Republic in the
champlionship of the lzvestia

( up hockey tournament. re-
poris AP,
Finland edged Lhe pre-

tournament favourites, Swe-
den. 2-1 in overtime to cap-
ture third place in the inter-
national competition.

Sorokin's goal at 13:56 of
the opening perfod came when
his slapshot from the blue line
deflected off a stick and into
the net over the right shoul-
der of Czech goalle Roman
Cechmanek.

Cechmanek staved off five

other good Ru scoring
opportunities, .u.mu‘h the
two teams playegl fairly

for most of the game. Sergei
Abramov was perfect in the
Russian goal in front of 9.364
spectators at Luzhniki Stadium
ATENA. ;

The victory was worth
70.000 Swiss francs (dirs
93.000} to the Russian team.
while the Czechs got 50,000
Swiss francs (dirs 66,000),

"I am very grateful to my
guys for this victory,~ said
Russian coach Boris Mikhatlov.
‘I hope that at the World
Championships we will have
several players from North
America, If they don't start the

- season in the NHL.”

He particularly mentioned
defencernan Alexel Kasatonov,
who could seriously strenglhen
the Russian team at the world
championships in Sweden in
Aprfl and May.
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NEW YORK, Dec
21: Ivan Lendl
found an oppo-
nent he couldn’t
beat: his own

“This is tolally it for me,”
. Lendl said Tuesday in
announcing his retirement
Iromn tennis, "M}r back doesn't
allow me.” G
Lendl said it was ironic that
an injury would force out ten-
nis’ fitltest player, reports AP.

“I would have liked to deal

with it on my own terms.” he
said by conference call.
“ldeally, you would like to end
on a winning note. | would like
to be involved in the game in
anolher capacity. but no play-
ing.”

Lendl, 34, held the world's

No | ranking for a record 270
weeks. He fell out of the tep
10 last year for the first time
since 1979 and now is ranked
54th in the world.

"It is never easy,” he said of
| retirement. "It"is not some-
thing you deal with everyday.”

But he said he made his
decision after his doctor told
him his back would not get any
better. :

“"After the US Open. I've
lems.” he said.
to play a couple of senior
events and found | couldnt do
that. :

“1 enjoyed playing the
game. had a lot of great times
and | will miss it.”

Lendl’'s retirement comes
one month after Mafina.
Navralilova announced she was
leaving the women's tour’ Both
clearly left their stamp on ten-
nis.

Both were born in
Czechoslovakia and have be-
come US citizens—Navratilova
in 1981, Lendl in 1992. Both
were at the tennis forefront of
using diet and conditioning to
raise their level of play. -

Lendl, with an iron will and
overpowering forehand. won
94 titles and more than dirs
20 million. Navratilova, second
only to Lendl in earnings. cap-
tured a record 167 tourna-
ments.

Like Navratilova, it took
time before Lendl won over
the crowds partial to Bjorn
Borg. Jimmy Connors and

John McEnroe.

had more and more prob- -
“T've even tried -

The Baily Star 11

| Lock denies
paedophile
charges

SYDNEY. Dee 2Z1: Former
English Test cricketer Tony
Lock told an Australian court
on Wednesday he was innocent
of paedophile charges, reports
Reuter.

. Lock, 65. an off-spinner who
took 174 wickets in 49 Test

| | matches for England during the

tlis gaunt face highlighting
his high cheek bones, his a]]-
business approach on court
and Eastern European back-
ground in the Cold War era all
helped to make Lendl the
“heavy”, especially to Ameri-
can crowds. He feels he wasn't
appreciated in those days.

“The serious part of me is a
misconception.” he said. ~I
always had fun. 1 would say I
had more fun than most of the
guys. That's juat my nature. I'm
just a joker.”

Tell that tu hls many vic-
tims.

Asked which players he
liked to face, Lendl said: "My
favourite ones were those |
never lost to. The nicest guys I
met on the tour.”

When asked if he remem-
bered beating Connors 6-0. 6-
0 at the WCT tournament of
champions at Forest Hills, his
only comment was, “That's
-hard to forget.”

Asked which tournament
performances he remembered
best. he said: "Obviously the
'84 French, | Lthink the 8|

French final is another one.
Just those \wo come tn mind

immediately.”

in_the. 1984, French Open. .-
Lendl eame from twe scis =

down in the championship
match to defeat McEnroe and
earn his first Grand Slam tour-
nament title after failing in
four other finals.

He reached his [irst Grand
Slam final at the 1981 French

Bhola Lal wins
Biman Open
squash title

Bhola Lal Chauhan clinched
the second Biman Open squash
title beating Ram Jagadish 5-9.
9-7, 9-3, I0-8 in the keenly-
contested final at the Gulshan
Club yesterday, reporis BSS.

Bhola Lal and Jagadish
reached the final beating Muhit

| and Sohel respectively in the

semifinals.

Nuruddin Al-Masud, Secre-
tary of the Ministry of Civil
Aviation and Tourism, wit-
nessed the final as chief guest
and distributed the trophies.
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Pm %PP ﬁle photo dated Sept 5, IBB'D shows Czech-born American tennis star Ivan Lendl
flipping his racket during the US Open in Flushing Meadows. Lendl, who held the world

number one spot for a record 270 weeks, announced the end of his career yesterday aft&r a
lung-runmng l::attle with a back problem.

jury forces Lendl to quit

Open, losing in five sets to
Borg. the only time he faced
the Swede in a Grand Slam fi-

“At that time there was no

'ltlllng how good | was gmng to
_get.” Lendl said.

L«zru:ll won the US Open in
1985, '86, '87 and was run-
ner-up in 1982, '83, 84, B8
and '89, reaching the title
match a record-tying eight
consecutive years.

- Lendl also won the French
Open in 1986 and '87, and the
Australian Open in 1989 and
'90. During that period. anyone
caught in the buzzsaw of
Lendl's forehand was left in
shreds.

His biggest disappointment
was never winning Wimbledon,
although he reached the final
in 1986, losing to Boris
Becker, and in 1987, losing 10
Pat Cash.

Lendl began his carver as a
clay-court baseliner with a
weak backhand that was ex-

- ploited. But he worked hard

and his backhand became al-
most as big a weapon as he
forehand.

“In a bid to win Wimbledon.
he hired ‘Australian Tony
Roche as coach and began
more of an attacking game.

“If I was 15 or 18-again and
| knew as much about the
game as | know now. | would
have done something a little
different.” Lend]l said “But

~ that’s not an option.”

The last couple of years
have been different, especially
1994.

in January, he reached the
fourth round of the Australian
Open, where he ran into
eventual winner Pete Sampras.
At the French, he was a first-
round loser to Arnaud Boetsch.
He skipped Wimbledon. then
was forced to retire during his

second-round match at the US |

Open in September.

And. after being the only
man to win at least one tour-
nament every year from 1980
through 1993, this year saw
him go title-less on the tour.

“I'm going to spend a lot
more time with my family and
with m¥ business,” Lendl said
of his wife Samantha and their
four daughters.

His company. Spcr:trurn
Sports. manages two lennis
chibs.

1950s and 1960s, faces four in-
decency charges over an
incident involving the 10-year-
old daughter of a friend In
1980.

On the [lirst day of his trial in
the Perth district court Lock
denied the cluirges, declaring: 7l
ani nul guilyy,’

Lock. who has lung cancer
and has been given as little as
three months to live, moved to
Perth to coach and play for the
western Austiralian state cricket
team al the end of his Test ca-
reer.

The girl, now aged 24, told
the court that Lock, whom she
called uncle Tony, penetrated
her while she lay in bed during
an overnight stay at his prop-
erty on the outskirts of Perth.

Lock said he could not even
remember the girl coming to
stay at his house but added he
had always had a poor memory.
which had become worse be-
cause of medication he was tak-
g, ’

During her evidence, the
unidettified woman said she
had stayed at Lock's home
during the August school holi-
davs in 1980 because she and
his daughter were friends.

She told the court that she
was lying on her stomnach read-
ing when Lock came into the
guest room to kiss her good
right.

Lock asked if he could tickle
her on her back and when she
agreed he then asked if she

could roll over so he could uckle
her on her stomach.

She said Lock then moved
his hand up inside her pyjama
top. kissed her passionately and
later penetrated her.

Lock was charged with the
offences on December 1, 1993
after the woman contacted po
lice on the day before Operation
Paradox. a phone-in operation

i 1o report child abuse,
She said

S S T o e
FRR At il ¢

dent until ahuul Six rm}mhn L
fore she reported it to . police

She said she first disclosed it

after her younger sister became
suspicious that something had

| happened dnd spoke to their [a

ther.
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| Tomba's fourth

IN 4 TOW

LECH AM ARLBER(G:. Aus
tria, Dec 21: Alberto Tomba
captured his fourth consecutive
slalom. ol the season — and
sixth stralght over two seasons
— as he won a men's World
Cup slalom Wednesday. reports
AF

Tomba came from a 02 sec
ond deficit after the first run to
post a 0.2 victory over Thomas
Svkora of Austria. Tomba's total
time was | minute, 43 57 sec
I onds.

' Michael Tritscher of Austria
was third. }:44 34,

' Thomas Fogdoe of Sweden

| was fourth. 1:44 52, with Ole

| Christian Furuseth of Norway

l' fifth. 1:44 52

“Jure Kosir of Slovenia. who
was third on Tuesday. was
sixth. 1:44.98.

Tomba had an impressive
second run. nearly stopping
midway through the course
after losing his balance. He had
i brake hard to just get his
skis inside g gate and regain his

J rhvtlnns.
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Yesterday's

LS

USUALLY ASK TrIIE AE:&AL TRAINER, “HOW'S
TRICKS?*

QD1
: CIRCUS CLOWN MAY

Today’s Cryptoquip clue: ] equals N

The
letter
will equal O th
words and words

p Is a substitution cipher
for another. If you

an a
locating vowels. Solution is

in which one
think that X equals O, It

roughout the puzzle. Single letters, short

ve you clues to
gtdnil error.



