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Girls Do 1t
This is perhaps for the first time that the top.
three l&gg ur]: the merit list of the Higher

Sec School Certificate examinations have
been secured by girl students. While the Dhaka

Board : '

uced this unprecedented brilliance for
rls. the Comilla Board did not Iﬁ far behind.
Elltrr also the top spot has deservedly gone to a
female student. gurﬁo‘ndividual brilliance can be
an exce to the rule. Then a school or college
can ce, through painstaking care, excellent
results for a year or even a string of success of the
highest orger.
¢ just published results have proved to be

more t individual students' or school's flashes
of brilliance. As a general rule girls have fared
better than their counterparts, boys. Except boys
of the science group under the Jessore Board,

rls have a higher success rate in all groups un-

er all the Boards. This really is an achievemgent
for us all to savour and celebrate, particularly in
the context of the decade of the girl child. At
least for once the girls have triumphed over the
boys in a most telling manner. If this signals a
collective awakening for the girls and also a
stretch of the performance in other areas, there
is every reason to be optimistic about the

untry’'s future.
thtgu any sex bias is bound to be unhealthy
for smooth social development, there is however
one strong reason for giving a pat on the back of
the female of the successful HSC examinees on
the occasion of their achieving the glory.
Vulnerable as the women are, they really need
such encouragement through creation of prece-
dents by themselves. No precept can be of much
help for the weak and the socially discriminated.
On the positive side. the superior performance by
the girl students may whet the rivalry between
them and the boys.

Our exuberance poured over the girl students’
success should not blind us about the overall fail-
ure as reflected in the HSC exam results. The av-
erage percentage of successful candidates this
time is 39.88 per cent. This means that more
than 60 per cent were unsuccessful. What a
colossal wasta&e of time, energy and money! Can
the country afford this loss? The very system of
learning and judging the merits of students
seems to be faulty. It is the system that needs to
he improved. Finally, no political considerations
aalumlrf be allowed to determine the rate of pass at
the examinations.

Show More Respect for
) L L - . L
Religious Minorities

[t is good that the Opposition has reduced the
duration of the December 24 barricade pro-
gramme ending it at 2 pm."Good but not enough.
[t was good only because the earlier slip of for-
getting that the whole week ending December
was regular Christmas season and a barricaded
December 24 would have positively harmed the
observance of the holiest day on the Christian
calendar the very next day — the birthday of Jesus
Christ, the Saviour. The improvement now ef-
fected is no improvement at all for it is more
than a point of convenience that is involved here.
The principle of respecting the sacred days as
well as rites and rituals, congregations and festi-
vals of the different religious communities of the
land, perhaps unwiftingly. has been struck and
the new timing doesn't at all help repair that im-
pairment. The opposition es have all the rea-
son to be ., very very wary of not hurting the
sensibilities of any: broad section of our people

lest they be taken for an insensate bunch poised
to Fla}r | with the citizens' norms and values.
t is wrong to say Christmas is a festival of only

the Christians. In a national society the non-
Christians would all like to ensure that all in the
land rejoice on the hapr occasion — and that
Christmas be a festivity for all in the land to join.
[t applies the same way to the Eid and the Puja.
When this is the ideal we should move towards in
our duty of consolidating our nationhood, even a
half-day barricade programme on December 24
amounts very much to a rude blow to that march.
The Opposition can certainly do without such
unwanted faux pas.

This year the 23rd is a Friday. All wis to
join with their families and kinsmen residing
away on the 25th needed only to squeeze in a ca-
sual leave on the 24th to reap the full benefit of a
three-day holiday of fun and frolic and bonhomie.
The barricade on Thursday, of whatever duration,
throws a bucketful of cold on that happy
prospect. We feel sorry for the affected. And we
are also for the Opposition who must now
be seen by many in a very odd light without being
truly lacking in respect for anyone's holy days.

The Excluded Areas

Prodyot Kumar Chaiti was guing to the exami-
nation centre. He was going by a rickshaw from
his Rajshahi University hall accommodation. He
was his masters examinations. Some mis-
creants — no need to probe belonging to what —
stopped him and dealt him blows with various
weapons. The severely hurt Prodyot was rushed
to the Rajshahi Medical College Hospital in a
critical condition. |

The government of Bangladesh, without any*
proclamation to this effect, has been treating
the university campuses as 'excluded areas':
Crimes of all kind, specially violent ones involvi
killing of students, are immune to law of the land.
Why and for what? And how? The government
doesn't tat'tl'n,s do any't.hjﬂﬂ to its theoretical
hold on the politico-administrative conduct of the
society. Not only the moral authority but also the
plain and ponderous legal-administrative author-
ity of the government takes a good beating by
such pockets of exclusion to law and other formu-
lations of social norms. It is not that the present
and particular government is-harming itself only
by such. It is harming the institution of govern-

ment beyond easy and early repair. This suits well

the campus ns. But how does this benefit the
governmen . : 7
It is only too normal to ask of the government

the number of deaths on the campuses due to
student violence during its tenure for which it
must be answerable — and the number of convic-
tions against those. The government's failure to
ensure security in such highly organised and su-
perviseable areas as university campuses does not
speak highly of their performance as something
them to govern. |

No one has so far been arrested in the Predyot

case. We it is done before the tenuous secu-

rity situation on the RU campus slides into abso-
lute non-existence.

|
F VERAL members ol the

S Datlya Sangsad  (Parlia-

rnent), belonging to all
shades and colours, in
governinent, oppositton or
elsewherre, told me (obwiously
very muach in confidence) that
re gardiess of all the safeguards
ard protection against rigging of
vites. even i there Is not a
single false vote ,and no
cammotion or fear o vitiate the
e lection process — money
v/ould still be the most critical
factor determining winners and
losers at the next general
election. According to estimates,
around Taka two million is
likély to be the minimum re-
quirement lfor each constituency
and mere money you pour in
i'Tike an everlasting, or atleast
| ong-lasting, money-faucet). the
¢ hances of winning, regardiess
of party aifiliation. will only im-
prove,

You cannot beal money —
ewven the Russians lost the cold
war because of the lack of it.
S must we not follow the mar-
ket -friendly approach?

In three hundred contested
se:ats, a total of Taka 60 crore, if
not more, will change hands. To
ari economist, it is a huge
iransfer payment, capable ol
generating rapid inflation in the
basically subsistence economy
ol the country which has a
fairly narrow production base
aind not too many goods and
services are bought and sold —
notwithstanding the "glorious”
market-friendly approach.
Then. what is the big deal?
What is the purpose of the big
fight for Caretaker Government?
If money is the all-important
factor. if vofes are bought and
sold like chicken in the open
market, then it is better for the
parties and the aspiring candi-
dates to launch vigorous drives
to beg. borrow and steal; accu-
mulate the desired cash liquid-
ity for the contest of money. [t is
neither democracy nor election
— it is gambling on a grand
scale.

The caretaker government is
considered Lo be the silver mean
for the polden end of free and
lare election. It is quite legiti-
mate on the part of the opposi-
tion parties to consider that

FTER 11 years of on aga-
Ain_ off again, Turkish Piir-
liameni [inally took the
decisive plunge to privatize her
economy. With a vote of 195 in
favour and 25 against, Lhe
Grand National Assembly decid-
ed on sweeping privatization of
Turkish Economy.

The victory did not come to
Prime Minister Tansu. Ciller
easily. She literally camped in-
side the Parliament for weeks,
cajoled and arm twisted her
mainly male colleagues. offered
in night sessions Turkish deli-
cacy Mantig (minced meat
wrapped in salad leal). she bar-
gained with her coalition part-
ner Murat Karaylcin. leader of
the Social Democrat People’'s
Party {SHP) for whom privatiza-
tion is an anathema. In return
CiMler had to promise support
for SHP's Democratization bill,
which must be debaled in the
Assembly immediately. Mesut
Yilmaz. leader ol the Opposition
and President of the Motherland
Party (ANAP) lent supporl after
hard bargaining. Privatization
as Staie Policy received decisive
‘boost from late President
Turgut Ozal, founder of ANAP.
The other important party
Welfare Party (RP) stands for
privatization and lent support
easily. The just adopted bill
thus has received compreheng
sive parliamentary support,

k

Our Fight for Democracy: The Forgotten

It must be borne in mind t.!-:_ml :ince‘ 1946, people have had the experience of casting their votes in sev-
eral general elections whi ch. were free and fare. On all these occasions, people did exercise their free
will with lot of hopes and «(1spirations — they all looked for a golden future. But it never came.

unless and until the govern
ment itsell has no direct inter-
est in the reslis of the election,
it is difficult {if not impossible)
in the eorruption ridden atmeo-
sphere of our country. (o ensure
that honesty will not only pre

vail but endure as the hallmark

of the elective process,

Free-for-all

Inspite of caretaker govern
ment. with no vested inilerests
in its outcome . the general elec-
tion is likely to be neither free
nor fare. First, the chances are
that instead of being free. it
would become free-for-all. There
could be a profusion of lathis._ if
not fire-arms. as an essential
instrument of election cam
paign. The slogans and
speeches are not enough these
days; given the advent of the
age of mastans, can we rule out
the possibilities of genuinely
free for-all gun fights? I not
money. terror should work.
Perhaps money plus terror will
assure candidates with the
winning number of votes. Given
the dominance of muscle men,
which is inevitable, Mr Reza
Ahmed a retired civil servant.
age 70. told me the other day,
"Regardless of the government,
police etc.. | am not going to the
polling station., since | care
more for my old life and wish to
avoid ‘all the chances of being
hit by a stone, lathi or bullet’
Perhaps in our situation. elec-
tion should be fearless as well:
otherwise it cannot be free. Wil |
the political parties promise
that role of mastans will be
ruled out? 1 do not think so —-
hoodlums breed ke insects at

‘the time of election.

Next is the issue of fare ele: ;-
tion. Is it conceivable that tlie
caretaker government, even of
the most ideal kind, will be a ple
to ensure that the game will be
played — entirely with all the
honest intents, there will be: no
vote buying. no under-the-tz ble
deals and all the decision s of
the umpire, that is the ciare-
taker government itself, will be

‘suffer from

o llowed In real eamest? | do
ot think any one in his right
miril can give a positive answer
to this all important question

It is the terror of niwoney and
m wscle [though not necessarily
in: 'that order] — not the reign of
ke free and the [are. regardless
ol the caretaker governmeni.
T'he real issues of the parlia
nmw:ntary election within the
fraamework of our democratic
s ystem are the forgotien issues
¢ 4 establishing rule of law where
¢ verybody. regardless of his or
I ver rank and status. is treated
¢ squally. Judiciary is totally in
r Jependent and the police Is
fearless in maintaining law and
order. The concept of the rule ol
law Is the most fundamental is-
sue al stake The parly in
power. now and before. tend tn

they all aspire to be. The powers
and privileges of a democratic

systern must be shared. |l can

net be the sole monopoly of the
elected few at the national level

obviously by muscle and money
— as explained earhier

Expectations
Unfulfilled

It must be borne in mind
that since 1946, people have
had the experience of casting
their votes in several general
elections which were free and
fare. On all these occasions
people did exercise their free

will with lot of hopes and aspi
rations — they all looked for a
polden future. Bul it ne er

came. The last parliamentary
election in 1991 was also no dif
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the i(H-conceived
paradigm that they have been
voted e rule; therefore they are
the law.

Another important consider
ition is that the national par-
liament is not Lthe sole reposi
tory of all the democratic norms
and practices of the nation
linless a systemn of elected local
governments is also made re
sponsible for all local affairs.
national parliament alone can-
not be the basis of an adequate
democratic system. Economi
development is of highest na-
tional priority and a strong de-
centralized development man
agement system ought to be
installed (o answer Lo all local
problems to be resolved at the
local level. The reluctance ol
politicians of all shades and
colour to establish a strong lo-
cal government system is the
reflection of their utter lack of
trust in the very process of
democracy whose champion,

ferent. After almost a decade of
deindustrialization. it was
hoped that the people had voted
lor economic growth, rising -
comes and expanding employ-
ment. Not that there has been
no progress, but a lot more
could have been done. As usual,
the expectations remain unful-
lilled.

As a voter | am sure that
many like me are disillusioned,
not because of Lhe party in
power but at the whole system
of governance that we have put
in place so far. As a citizen of
Hangladesh, 1 am deeply con
cerned: democracy does not
seem to yield the desired re-
sults. The hope for a hetter life,
better than the miseries and
agonies of today, is the basic
aspiration that we so fondly
cherish. But we inevitably fail
and the dreams remain unreal-
ized. So, please give me one

good reason why any one party
or individuat should be voted to

Arshad-uz Zaman writes from Istanbul

power? In [act, ordinary people
like me are losing hope in the

glorifierd” system itself

The rickshaw puller was ab-
soltutely correct when he told
e after the last election. "Sir
the driver has been changed
rany times, nothing happened

must change the engine as
well  Basically, what he meant
was that the system of gover
nance should be changed The
sole ceniral government cannot
deliver the goods in the worsi
poverty-ridden country of over
120 million people. The system
of goverrnunent should start from
the village level, the union
council, followed by thama
council and then the distriet
rouncil, each managed by
elecied representatives be au-
ionomous and bestowed with
their own revenue earning ca-
pacities. In addition, the pro-
posal of "Gram Sarkar” {village
government) with elected village
leaders, striving for their own
development, is a brilliant idea
The central government and the
sovereign parliament come at
ti#® end. The task of develop-
mien shoukd be decentralized.
so miuch so that people at vari-
ous levels enjoy easy access (o
their own insgitutions where
their own ideas and efforts to
deirclop themselves would
Hourish.

Broad-based System

In such a broad-based sys-
temm of governance. Lhe power
and influence of a single indi-
vidual will be minimized. Con-
sequently. the rule of law would
prevail. People will vote not only
members of parliament but
many more aspirants would
seek people's support while,
thousands ol elected office
holders will be engaged in gov-
ernance so that no single party
will dominate. neither will if be
possible to secure power by
money since power itself would
be diffused throughout the vari-
ous tiers of local government
entities and only then the na-
tional governmenit.

Privatization, wh.ich will affect virtually every sector of Turkish economy, when completed within the
next five years, is expected to bring US$60 billion to Turkey's coffers.

vastly strengthening hiands ol
(‘iller. She celebrated t he vote
in the Parliament in t'ne early
hours of the morning by cutting
a giant cake with inscription:
True Path Party Turltey. She
celebrated a second victory for
Turkey because the 11ight be-
fore the popular footlsall team
Galatasaray had defeated the
famous Spanish team
Barcelona. The event brought

. thousands of horn blc/wing mo-

torists on the sireets and
shooting in celebration which
left three dead.

Privatization, which will af-
fect virtually every sector of

Turkish economy. vshen com-

pleted within the next five
years, is expected to bring
US$60 bilion to Tuitkey's cof-
fers. Those which are lined up
for early sale to pulblic are : 1)
giant iron mill Erdeinir, whose
51% will be sold to public : 2)
Petrol Ofisi . 50 to 55% by
block sale to public within six
months ; 3) Turkish. Airlines, 30
% by block sale aind 15 % to
public ; 4) Petkim

(Petrochemicals). ‘10% block
sale within six mwonths and 208
within

10 to to 12 months to

public; 5) Tupras (Refinery),
Refineries in lzmir and lzinit are
to be sold within five months: 6}
Petlas (Tyre makers) 100% to be
‘sold within three months; 7]
Sumerbank (giant conglomerate
producing a vast range of con-
sumer goods), will be offered
within two months entirely to
public . 8). Havas (Aviation in-
cdustry]. 60% block sale within
Lhree months and 40 % to pub-
lic ; 9) Electric, Meat and Fish
combine, to be offered entirely
to public.

With few exceptions
Turkey's banks are slate con-
trolled. According to the present
decision except Tor Turkish
Exim Bank. the Central Bank,
Halbank and Ziraatbank. all
others will be privatized.

In angcipation of approval
by Parliainent the office dealing
with sell off have drawn up a
plan. According to this, from

-the projected sale for. 1995,

which is expected to fetch US $
5 billion, US $ 1.4 billion are
expected to come from sale to
foreigners. The law passed by
the Parliament will create a
High Board of Privatization
comprising the Prime Minister,

the Deputy Prime Minister and
three Ministers. All decisions
will have to be unanimous.

The privatization bill could
not have come at a better time
for the Government of Tansu
Ciller. Turkey is now in the last
siage ol negotiations for enter-
ing the Customs Union., an
essential first step for Turkey
for ber three decade old ambi-
tion to become the first Muslim
meimber of the European Union.
The Customs Union agreement
is due to be signed before the
end of this year which would
mean that all customs barriers
between Turkey and the EU
must come down by 1996. That
the Turkish Parliament could
muster enough political will to
vole this far reaching privatiza-
tion bill, when the Parliament
is passing through tumultuous
times due to recent putting off
of Partial Parliamentary
Elections, will no doubt be seen
by the European as a positive
sign. Partial Parliamentary
Elections were slated for
Deeember 4 and the candidates,
including the prominent Deputy
Prime Minister Karaylcin. had
entered the field. The RP want
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Sir. Taking advantage of the
differences. lack of under-
standing, disunity and the
weak policy of the OIC coun-
tries a few European countries
are constantly trying to harm
many Muslim countries one
after another.

We all know what actually
happened in Bosnia. How and
through whase. policy of ap-
peasement and encouragement
the Serbs have killed thou-
sands of Muslims, drove them
off from their ancestral homes
and occupied more than 70
per cent territory of Muslim
‘Bosnia.

Not only the UNO and
NATO witnessed the mayhem

Bosnia as silent spectators but
' the OIC itself, the Arab League
and the Gulf Cooperation
Council also played a very poor
role politically, militarily, [i-
nancially and diplomatically to
save the Bosnian Muslims from
the atrocities of the Serbs.

- The Russians are now re-
portedly contemplating to re-
peat the history of the Serbs in
Chechnya, predominantly Mus-
lim republic of 1.2 million
people located in southern
What Moscow did in Hun-
gary in 1956 and in Czechos-
lavia in 1968 is known to
whole civilised world. The
| Soviet invasion of Afghanistan
in 1979 is also not a secret
Long lines of Russian T-55
tanks and armed vehicles are
moving towards Grozny, the
‘capital of Muslim Chechnya, to
| suppress the Muslims who de-

and genocide of the Muslims of

—

clared their inde pendence in
1991 after the pre sent Russian
President Boris Ye'ltsin himself
declared the dissolution of the
USSR. :

Have not the O)IC, the Arab
League and the Muslim coun-
tries nothing to clo to save the
Muslims in I3osnia and
Chechnya? Can't they at least
stop the supply c/f oil and voice
their protest to the stand
taken by Russizi, the UK and
France on this isisue?

Time is pasising out. We
must act immerdiately without
further delay. Cian't we realise
the gravity of the situation?
United we staind, divided we
fall.

O H Kabir

Dhaka-1203
UN and :morality
Sir. Drastic moral degrada-

tion throughouit the globe to-
day urges our moral con-

science to pay attention to a-

recent widely i.alked about is-
sue, viz, "A P'roposal Lo the
United Naticins on Moral
Development fspproach; A New
World Order fior Peace” floated
by a well-known educationist
Dr Abu Obaid ul Huque, Profe-
ssor and Direrctor of Bangla-
desh Institute for Advance-
ment of Scierice and Technol-
ogy Teaching (IASTT).

There is nio denying the fact
that moralityy is the ultimate
solution to tlie burning issues
of the contemporary world,
like AIDS. population control,
cnvironment pollution, viola-
tion ol hurnan rights, terror-
ism, oppression on women,
drug abuse, smoking, etc. We
firmly beliieve that this pro-

posal to UN on Moral
Development is Lhe root key to
curb these social problems.
And hence, we appeal to the
UN and ils member states to
take up this timely proposal
lor the sake of meaningful and
peacelul existence of mankind.

Feter P Halder
Properiy Row
Farm Gate, Dhake

~ Bus fares

Sir, Some years back when
the Link Road connecting
Agargaon and Mirpur Section-
10 (Gol Chakkar] was upder
construction, the then
President paid a visit to the
site and asked the relevant au-
thorities to cemplete the work
on an emergency basis. A news
item then published in the
media stated that the road,
when completed, will enable
people to travel to Mirpur
from Farm Gate in a shorter
time and at a lesser expense.

No doubt a short time is
now required and fuel con-
sumption is also relatively less.
but the jransport people
(BRTC, Bikalpa. private coast-

- ers etc.) are charging the same

fare as was in practice earlier
for the journey from Farm Gale
lo Mirpur, Section-10 via Asad
(Gate and Technical bus stop. It
is a matter of dismay that the
expectation as t:iprtssed in
the press note about lesser ex-
pense was lost sight of and no
authorities seemed to be both-
ered.

It is therefore. necessary
that a reasonable lare based
upon distance should be fixed
not enly for this route. but also
elsewhere where anomalies
exist on this account. And that

lransport- people are made to
follow the samie with all rigid-
itv lor the sake of equity, jus-
tice and fair play.

M Hossain
M irp! ir. Dhaka.

Indecent habits

Sir. Spitting around almost
anywhere and everywhere is
one ul the least mentioned and
mosl practiced: bad habils
among our people; yel surpris-
ingly. there is no restraint
against this at all. i is terribly
unhygienic and uncivilised but
we don't seem to care enough.
Spitting not only pollutes but
also irritates others beyond any
measure. For example, while
waiting at a tratfic light, rick-
shaw or car passengers are
quite often treated with care-
less spitting by someone frem
a nearby bus or coaster. This is
truly disgracelul for any nation
claiming to be civilized,

It is a matter of regret that
everi educated people seem to
defend this habit. Some try to
establish that it is essentia) to
clear your mouth lor the sake
ol hiygiene. But actually it does
not fill your mouth unless you
coax it in. People spitting all
day have in fact turned into
"spitting addicts” and there-
fore have to spit all the time!
The most 'nolorious’ ones are
those who are paan addicts.

[t is lime for sincere initia-
tive to create awareness
against this indecent habit
Because, most of the-time, si-
lent signboards f[ail to make
any differences

Moushumi Zaman
Road No 1

Dhanmondi, Dhaka.

to the Constitutional Court de-
manding scrapping of the elec-
tions pointing out that due to
the virtual war in
Eastern Turkey. there had been
massive migration and elections
could not be held. Of the 22
seats up for election 14 are lo-
cated in this mainly Kurdish re-

gion. The Constitutional Court
decision was upheld by the
High Election Board. According
lo the prevailing situation par-

tial elections look highly un-

likely before next spring. The
majority party In the coalition.
True Path Party {DYP) is not
keen on early elections.

If the passage ol the
Privatization Bill has had a
bumpy ride, the implementation
is going to be far from easy.
Turkey's state run economy is
almost as old as the 70 vears
old Soviet economy. which col-
lapsed three years ago. The ba-
sic difference was that Soviet

economy was based on Marxism

and had a global locus, whereas
Turkish economy came into the
hands of the state due to to-
tally different historical circum-
stances. The victory ol the
forces of Ataturk, saw the de-
parture of minorities, who con-
trolled the -economy. Secondly,

South

Issues

T i

e W ol the propused
svsiern of governance shouid be
clear. The wdea of a caretaker

governunent would then be 1o

taliv redundant. There will be
VETY many goverrunenls o be
taken care of and the Prime
Miruster as the executive head
must share the executive func

tions with 4 large number of
elected funclonaries at the o

al government levels Nobody
IS supreniE of ommipotent. No
o Can be in a detnocracy. This
is perhaps not very well realized
today FExpertence during the
last two fecades have shown

that the President or the Prime
Minister tends Lo establish the
autocracy” of the majority and
the Oppositon 1s always on the
lookowut to challenge the rude of
the majority through hartals
aned other forms of dislocations.

In neither case i1 is nde ol law
white the police watches in bru

tal silence breakdown of law
and order

The forgotten issues of
bringing about rule of law must
hegin with Lhe establishment of
a widespread . decentralized svs-
tern of governance and adminis-
tration with elected representa-
tives al each level This would
mirtimize the role of the central
government while. at the same
time, bring government to the
door-step of {he common man

The major task confronting the
nation is for the three arms of
national povernance — the Ex

ecutive. the Parliament and ithe
Judiciary lo work closely o

gether to bring about the vitally
required legal reforms. se much

so tha! interpretation of law
would enable the rule of law
not the rule ol majority] to be
followed 111 all spheres of gov
ernment and administration
which again 1~ ol contined
within the four walls of

Bangladesh Secretanal

The big question. however, is
whether our Parliament will
ever appreciate the need of the
nmation at the cost of its own
vested interests? It seems 10 me
that neither the government nor
the opposition are prepared to
fight for the real issues of
democracy

Privatization in Turkey : New Chapter in Economy

in Turkey there has been along
with state run economy, a vi-
brant public sector since the
early fifties. .

Privatization arouses emo-
tion and anxiety among work
ers. There are 600.000 workers
in state-run industries and the
privatization bill will affect
250.000. According to the cur-
rent head of the privatization
board, Tezcan Yaramanci,
25.000 workers are expected to
become redundant due to pri-
vatization. The Workers Union's
estimate is 337.000. The work-
ers of PTT have taken to the
streets for last one week and
there has been no mail delivery.
The iron and steel mill of
Karabuk and the coal miners of
Zonguldak are threatening to
march upon Ankara. During the
long negotiations for privatiza-
tion. efforts have been made to
sweeten the pill for the workers.
Yet some social unrest appears
inevitable.

On 5 April last, Tansu Ciller
unveiled her sweeping economic
reform programme. which she
called '"bitter medicine.”
Through a Stand-by Credit
Agreement IMF has stood by the
reform programme. Now that
Ciller has succeeded in getting
her privatization bill through
the Parliament, it will no doubt
give her a strong bargaining
chip with IMF. With privatiza-

- tion Turkey has opened a new

page in her economy.
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"Aposh-heen"

Abdul Momen

Mr Nadeem Qadir, special
correspondent with Agence
I'rance Presse, Dhaka In his
above captioned piece in The
Daily* Starr of the 11th
December, 1994 writes in a

refreshing style and purports .

to take up an even-handed
stance as between the ruling
party and the opposition in the
current tussle over the most
appropriate means of ensuring
free and fair elections in
Bangladesh.

However. in two crucial
paragraphs he takes a deci-
sively partisan stand. While no
one can make an issue of his
personal perception that the
uvpposition demand of a non-
party interim caretaker gov-
ernment finds a response
among groups ol people. the
euiphasis he placed on Begum
Zia's aposh-heen or uncom-
promising character is totally
misplaced and may be said to
be lacking in impartiality.
Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia was aposh-heen
(luncompromising) in the
struggle against dictatarship,
but she was the furthest re-
moved from that in adjusting
within a democratic structure.
Although the BNP weon the
general election on the plat-
form of Presidential form of
government. the party under
Begum Zia's leadership, ac-
cepted the Parliamentary form
as a result of a dialogue. Does
that look like being ‘Aposh-
heen'? Was it justified to harp

an that appellation and thus
mislead the readers?

in the current controversy
also Begum Zia advanced the
compromise formula of elec-
tions under a national govern-
ment with five members from
the ruling party and five from
the opposition rather than in-
sisting on the nearly universal
practice in the democratie
world of elections under the
party in power. Since the pro-
posed national government
was to be shorn of executive
powers and was to function for
the duration aof 45 electoral
days in a purely caretaker ca-
pacity, and since additionally
the Election Commission
strengthened by new legisla-
tion was to hold critical pow-
ers over the bureaucracy of
iransfer and punishment in
case of partisanship
[supplemented even f[urther by
the issue ol identity cards to
prevent impersonation and an
agreed code of conduct for the
political pariies) such an ar-
rangemeinl deserved at lea
some mention as well as i
passioned consideration,

Be It noted that ' the
Constitution requires that the
country's administration must
at all stratas be manned by
elected representatives of the
people rather than by some
nominated people in the in-
terim government as proposed
by the opposition.

(The author was a diplomat
and former Ambassador.] .




