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Pirouettes Enriched by Passion

by Fayza Haq

Veronigue Azan recently gave a dance per-
formance at “The American School” al Baridha-
ra, Dhaka. When asked about what was the most
important elemegt that results in excellent
perlormances of dancing explained. "it is a
combination of various factors. Basically. as is
well-known, one must being while one is still
young — al least when one is about eight — as
in my own case. when | learnt dancing while
still at. school. In classical dancing or ‘mu-
sic, I believe that a vital point is be in it trained
by a 'right teacher'. My own parents came to
‘India from France to«do a study of music,
when | ventured into 'kathak’ as a hobby. I
studied in India and continued my pursuit of
the dance. for which | have a passion. later on
in life.” ¢

When asked (o elaborate on "kathak” which
is also well-known as a "kotha" dance all over
the subcontinent, since the Moghul era, Vero-
nique elaborated. "This auitude has changed
since the last lwenily vears. as it las received
patronage [rom im-
portant and intelli
gent people, who
have brought ‘it back
to a tres bien stan
dard, and acceptesl
it as a classical fori
of dancing. Again
‘there have been .
number of dedicale«
artistes who hawv
contributed .to if-
revival and given n
the pedestal on
which it now
stands.”

“"Kathak' is ap-
preciated world-
wide as it is uniguc
in many ways. It has
a magnifigue style ol
its own. such as the
‘bol’, which anyone
finds unusaal in any
dance; the breath
taking pirouettes.
the subile and sc
ductive movemeiil-
which go back to Uie
Moghul steps and its
iniricate rhythm. h
is decisively an unu
sual blend of Hindu
and Muslim cultures
Also. the danseusc
has a total ‘free- :
hand' method of improvising within limited
rhythmic cycle, and in the Abhinaya facial ex-
pressions,” Veronigue informed.

"It is basically a devotional dance that origi-
nated in the temples that were erected along
the River Ganges. and dealt with Hindu myths
and legends,” she added. "My ‘guru’. Birju Ma-
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Veromque Azan

in her soft, caressing and lilting voice.," I look
through new compositiond, arranging them for
the future performances that I have in mind. |
specialise in 'kathak’' and do not verge into any
olher genre of dancing.”

Commenting on where' she thought that
"kathak" was performed best, Veronique said,
"I believe that it is in northern India. Howeyv-
er, it is also well performed in other parts of
the Subcontinent, if the dancers have been
taught by a good teacher, who has guided
and trained them sufficiently to come up to a
high standard. "Kathak' originates from north-
ern India. but it is not limited to that area
alone.” '

Speaking on the other members of her
troupe Veronigue continued. "I have chosen
them as [ believe that they surpass any other
musicians who excel in she playing of musical
instruments such as the flute, the 'tabla’ and
‘sarengi’. | believe that the result of a musical
performanee such as ours is through united ef-
forts of each individ-
1l musician. Each
musician should be
ol an excellent cali-
bre. As 'kathak' most
often involves im-
"provisation, so there
is the necessity for
perfect rapport be-
iween ' the dancer
“and the accontpany-
ing musicians.”

Continuing te
vlaborate on her
work she said. "I ex-
periment but 1 do
1oL compose myself.
As a dancer one ma-
lures with regular
performances and
one's horizons
broaden. One also
galhers knowledge
on an art, such as
'kathak', by observa-
tion. My own perfor-
mances over a year
may differ. [ believe
that if an artiste pur-
sues his or her goal
(levotedly the per-
formance can only
improve with time
and practice.” |

Recalling her fa-
vourite composers

Veronique said. without any hesitation, "I am
fond of my own 'guru’, Bhim Sen Jeshi, and
most other composers eof classical music of
both the east and west — as they inspire one to
improve oneself. Musicians and dancers sacri-
fice everything to achieve. excellence in their
own particular field. The way to succeed in mu-
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Noted economist Rehman $3obhan (R) addressing a day-
administration for improved performance and
_vesterday. The Centre for Pol'icy Dialogue organised the p

Autonomy in administration

long dialogue on ‘reforming public
accountability’ at city's Sonargaon Hotel
rogramme.
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A policy dialogue on "Re-
forming Public Administration
for Improved Performance and
Accountability” was held yes-
terday by the Centre for Policy
Dialogue with the participation
of policy makers, Members of
Parliament, professionals and
other interested parties.

The topic is of vital national
importance because of the
present- inefficiency of the civil
service and public administra-
tion in Bangladesh.

The first session, moder-
ated by Prof Rehman Sobhan,
opened with general com-
ments on Improving adminis-
trative efficiency. Dr ATR
Rahman, a United Nations offi-
cial [rom New York. called for
"strong political leadership,
civil service and .udminisirative

Tk 10 Prize Bonds
draw results

The 119th draw of the Tk 10
Prize Bonds was held at Bogra
on December 15, says a press
release. '

The following number-hold-
ers were declared as the win-
nets of the draw:

First prize of Taka
50.000/00 ... 445271
Second prize of Taka

10.000/00... 065591

Four prizes of Taka
1.000/00 each 094169,
129406, 254382, 412013,

Four prizes of Taka 500/00

~to an unacceptable

By Staff Correspondent

autonomy and close collabora-
tion with the private sector.”
ciung Britain and Japan as ex-
amples.

There was unanimous con-
sent that delivery of services in
sectors such as security, health
and education has deteriorated
1 level.

Reasons for this were given by
A%eter J Fowler, the British
F High Commissioner in Dhaka.
as "rot from the top, of previ-
o us regimes.” and "the rela-
ti velv uneducated (general
-pr 1blic) who dre unable to apply
priessure from below.”

Khushi Kabir. an NGO rep-
resientative from the Nijera
Koii, said the general public
are alienated [rom the service
Secior. -

The framework of colonial
burcaucracy, overly long delib-
vratl ion and decision pro-
cess €s, and widespread cor-
rupt lon were agreed upon by
all a:s being the major obstacles
to effective service delivery
and implementation of gow-
eriui 1l policy.

AMIA Muhith. a former fi-
nance minister, strongly advo-
cated for "a massive contrac-
tion ol central government and
the devrolution of service deliv-
ery to local government.”

. Puliy ¥y clarification and
Awarcriess of the needs of the

_ people in terms.ol public ser-

vice were also suggested for

administrative reform, as was
simultaneous political reform.
The matter of corruption
was in the second half of the
session. Prol Nurul Islam.
former deputy chairman of the
Planning Commission. stressed
the need for "autherity in ac-
cordance with the law.
According 1o Nefaur,
Rahman, "ordérs are given hy
officials regardless of their
regularity or irregularity.” He
further pointed to the lack of
adequate resource-manage-
ment. a ;
Lack of accountability of
higher levels was highlighted
by Shawkat Ali, MP. He was
critical of the parliamentary
committees as being casual
and inefficient with respect to
their investigative function.

The political neutrality of
civil servants, adequate train-
ing. legitimate incentives and
the proper designation of re-
sponsibility were suggested as

further measures for combat--

ting corruption.

Other speakers included
Rashed Khan Menon, MP.
Zeaur Rahman Khan, SAMS
"Kibria. Awami League advisory
council member, Mujibul Hagq,
former secretary, Dr Magsood
Al, [ormer member. Planning

Commission, M Muniruzzaman.
and SH 4

former ' secretary,
Kabir. former president. MCCL.
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Prize-giving
ceremony

By Staff Correspondent

Jute Minister ASM Hannan
Shah Tuesday stressed  on
building the children as patri-
olic citizens of the country.

He was addressing as chief
guest on the annual prize-giv-
ing ceremony of the Willes
Little Flower School ih the
city. . |
The function, chaired by
Alhaj Syed Mohammad Heda-
yetul Islam. chairman of the
managing committee of the
school, was also addressed by
Syed Shawkat Anwar and
Mohammad Shah Alam. head-

.master of the school. :

. The chief guest distributed

priges among the meritorious
students of the school for the
sessions 1993 and 1994

Oxford College
founding
anniversary

Education Minister Jamir
uddin Sircar said. English has
been made compulsory from
class | to degree level educa-
tion from the current year.
reports UNB.

Teaching and learning of
English is an imperative for
easy communication with the
people of other countries of
the world, the minister said
while speaking as chiefl guest
at the first founding anniver-
sary of Oxford College in the
city yesterday.
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BRTC profits
Tk 1.61 crore

Banglacdesh Road and Trans

port Corporation (BRTC) ear
ned an operating profit of Tk

. 1.61 crore during the last six

months of the current year
against the operating loss of
Tk 1.81 crore of the corre
sponding period in the lasi
year. reports UNB.

This was revealed at the
209th meeting of the Board of
Directors held yesterday with
its Chairman AR Khan in the
chair,
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haraj. taught at the Kathak Kendra in Delhi. sic and dancing, as | said earlier. is by being each 040138, 068279, 198056, ! pilid — - —_— = — "
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one's only aim is to be a good dancer of Hle. | ruyselfl feel  that | am  representing In- 127910 J -rs;, 24
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