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ALCWC meet
on Dec 27

At exiended meeting ol
Awi.umy Leagie Central Workin: .
Commuittes (ALDCWO ) will be |-k
il Decemiber 27 at the party «
Iwe at 1] am Farny chief ain
leader ol the Opposition

Parhianwiii Shetkk Hasing wil

Dean Rusk dead

ATHENS Georgia Dec 2
Former |'S Secretary of Sta
Dean Rusk whn served unce
presidents Joha F Kenpned
and Lyndon Jchnsorn died
Tuesday nighi a1  his hone
here. He was 95 Rusk wa-

SeCreiary ol state frop | 9%
1968 and &4 primary Yefender 4
Ammerica's mle ir, the Vietnan
War repens Revder
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‘Crisis _must be solved by constitutional means'’

Nothing going to happen

after Dec 27, says PM

Minister vesterday
slainmed the (pposition
rigidity on caretaker gove.
ranment and threat to create a
political vortex over the de-
mand bul offered to do all
possible within the Con-
stitutional ambil to resolve the
problem. reports UNB.

Begum Zia seemed un
moved by Opposition threat ol
an uncertain situation after
December 27, the deadline set

Frime

. by them for the government

to concede tb their demand, as
she said "nothing is going to
happen.”

"We'll do the responsibility
of an elected government ac-
cording (o. the Constitution.”
she said.

As per Lhe
onily

Constitution,
prople s representilives

can run the country. The crisis
has to be solved within the
framework of the Constitu-
lion.” Begum Zia asserted.

Bepgum Zia lashed at the
rigid stance of the Opposition,
saying It will be a mistake if
they 1think thalt BNP has weak-
ened.”

The agitaling opposition
parties have given the govern-
ment until December 27 to
mieet their demand or they
will resign en  masse [rom
parliament on December 28
and go for an oust-government
movenent.

Criticising the Opposition
demand for a caretaker gov-
ernment headed by a-selected
person to hold natinnal elec-
iionis, she said, "an unelected
person ruuning the govern-

ment will be disrespect and
disdrace to the people’'s man-
clate” -

The prime: minister was
addressing Freedomn Fighters'
Convention '94 organjsed by
Bangladeésh Jatiyatabadi Mukti-
joddha Dal. the freedom figh-
ter front of the ruling BNP. at
the Shilpakala Academy.

Turning to the present po-
itical crisis over the demand
ol the opposition parties lor a
caretaker government, the
prime minister said. "We have
tried to adjust.”

In this comtext. she men-
tioned Commonwealth envoy
Sir Ninian Stephen’s proposal
of an interim governineni
headed bv the incumbent
prime mimster. But the Oppo-

: See Pode 12 (of ]
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Primie Miniswer Htgum Hh l]t‘da z"m addressing a raihr of the Jatlyatabadl Freedom Fighters
al the Shilpakala Academv auditorium in the city yesterday.
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Now all rest with PM,

Hasina tells rally

SANDWIF, Dec 21: Opposi-
tion leader Sheikh Hasina who
is campaigning lor a non-party
carelaker government said
Lockay the eountry could be
saved from confrontation only if
the Prime Minister gives up her
"lust for power.” reports 'UNB.

Addressing a bhig publit
imeeting at Sandwip New
( omplex ground, she alleged
that the prime minister's in-
transigence and desire for stick-
ing (o power at any cost created
the prevailing tangle and con-.
flict in politics.

Now evervilring depends on
the prive minister,” Hasina
sAall just a week belore' the
Opposition’s planned resigna
tion from. parliament on
December 28

The Awami League President
said her current movement was
16 rnsure people’s legitimate
right 0 vole and elect an ac
counable government through
iree and impartial elections as
iree polis and security of voter’'s
lile ure not possible under
[3opum Zia's government

“The prime minister is ready
te relinguish everything but
chair as she knows that il elec-
tons are held under caretaker
government. it would be difficuit
for BNP 10 stage a comeback
L nise of its prisrule ™ shie wid

rlw meeting.

"We are fighting for peuplc‘

rights and not for power,
Hasina said. Reminding the
deadline set for November 27,
the Awami League chief said the
Opposition would resign en
masse on the next day il the
governinent fails to meet the
demand.

Hashita also guestioned the
eflicacy of sitting in parliamenit
where she said the Opposition
Is nol. allowed to speak about
people’'s problems.

Aller assuming power, she
said. BNP betrayed with the
people. “Ineflficiency of the gov-
ernment, corruption, nepotism
and politicisation have bred un-
resl. chaos and [rustration
mmong the people.” -

FPresided over by Shah Mohd
Shahjahan, the meeting was
also addressed by Zillur
Rahman. Amir Hossain Amu,
Alaur Rahman Khan Kaiser and
party MP Irom the island

Mostaftzur Rahiman.

The Awami League president
is now on a (wo-day mass cam
paign in Sandwip and Feni Lo
drum up support for a care-
taker government. She flew into
Chittagong from Dhaka ihis
morning from where she came
to Sandwip by . speed boat

Moitree goes on
rampage in
Khulna: 4 hurt

From Our Correspondent

KHULNA. Dec 21: At least
four persons were injured. and
six private cars damaged when
a group of the Biplobi Chhatra
Moitree activist suddenly went
on the rampage in front of the
Awami League office this
evening.

The injured persons, all
pedestrians, were released
irom Sadar Hospital after first
all.

The incident ncrurred
wheh a procession of the Ch-
hatra Moitree was passing by
the city Awami League office.
The procession was brought
out to protest an attack on
Pradoot Kumar Chaiti, a leader
of the Moitree, at Rajshahi
University.

Riot police lobbed two tear
gas shells to bring the situation
under control.

Police acrested three ac-
tivists of the Chhatra Moitree
for hurling cocktails at a police
vati which, however, did not
explode

In another development
photo- journalist Abdul Gaffar of
the Tlocal vernacular daily
‘Prabaho’ was severely injured
in an attack by riot police in
front of the press club here
this evening.

His right hand was (rac-

See Ps 2 ( '
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'Magjor reforms needed to make
administration effective’

Politicians. economists and
civil servants participating in a
Malogue in Lhe cily yestierday
siressed Lhai the country s
administrative machinery
needed major reforms but they
differed on what changes
would have (o be made.

A dav-long dialogue organ-
isedl by the Centre for Policy
DMalogue (CPD). private think
tank. yesterday focused on vas
inis aspects of the admindstra
ton inclyding politicisation
deteriorating quality and lack
of transparency and account
ability

e partcipants who also
ine lyded representatives from
the World Bank and various

UN organisations. put forward
a number of suggestions for
making Uhe admministiration
more ellective dnd people-ori

By Staff Correspondent
enied

Soime of the participants in
Lthe second session ol the dia-
logue ptressed relocating some
responsibilities of the govern-
mendt Lo local levels to enable
the central administration to
concenirale more on the na-
lionally important issues or

Earlier story on Page 3

polts « issues. Some others
propoased handing over some
responsibilities 1o the private
SeCUOT

Mosi of the participants
were critical aboul peolitic
sation ol the administration’ by
way of political appeintmment or
promotion. Some of them,.
citing examples of adminis
irationis of other couniries
however  spoke moderately on
the issue

Formeér Secretary and
presently Awami League ad
viser ATM Shamsul Hug said
that in USA, upper level bu-
reaucrals were appointed po-
litically, but the lower level of-
ficials remained neutral.

In Bangladesh politicisation
has spread all over the admin-
istration leading to demoralisa-
tion of the other officlals being

feprived of their legitimgle
promotions. he sald and
asked.” How can you expect

the demoralised bureaucracy
to produce good things™?

He sakd frequent translers
of officials have also been af
fecting their performance and
contributing to their demorall
sation

The issue ol relocating the
responsibilities i the govern-

See Page |12 Col 7

'No change in
BNP stance'

By Asiuzzaman

BNP Secretary General Ab-
dus Salam Talukder has said
there is no change in the rul-
ing party's stand on the care-
laker government issue.

"We still stick to our posi-
tion following the earlier dia-
logue, We are ready to accept
(Commonwealth Emissary) Sir
Ninian Stephen's proposal
about interim government,”
Talukder told The Daily Star in
a telephonic interview yester-
day.

He also dispelled media
speculations that a dramatic
solution to the present politi-
cal impasse was likely. "The
only drama the press reports
suggest is that we resign or

-hand over power to the oppo-

sition parties,” he said.

BNP still enjoys the peo-
ple's support and will face any
political consequences politi-’
cally. Salam Talukder asserted.

"We still urge the opposi- |

See Page.12 Col 1

Businessman
shot dead
in city
By DMCH Correspondent

A young businessman. Sabuj
Chowdhury, 30 was shot dead
in the city's Segunbagicha area
yesterday.

Unidentified gunmen shot

at Sabuj while he was coming

out of the Public Works De-
partment (PWD)] at Segun-
bagicha by a rickshaw around 1
pm. He was accompanied by
ane of his friends Sohel.

As the gunmen opened fire
indiseriminately. the rick-
shawpuller, Sona Mia, 40, also
suffered bullet wounds and was
admitted to the Dhaka Medical
College Hospital (DMCH).

Fatally wounded Sabuj was
rushed to the DMCH where he
expired at the operation the-

{ atre in the evening. Five bullets

pierced different parts of his
body. * '

1 ™ ‘Winesses said, when Sabuj

came oul of the building he
was waylaid by four gunmen

- See Page 12 Col 8 i

Shantibahinimen

attack patrol

Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Dec 21: Sh-
antibahinimen have intensified
their activities in wviolation of
the ceasefire now in force in
Chittagong hill tracts (CHT).

According to official sour-
ces. a group of armed Shan-
tibahini men launched a sniper
attack on a security patrol
vesierday afternoon at Rajani-
para area under Lakkichari
thana of Khagrachhari district.

An exchange of fire beiween
the two sides followed.

There was however. no ca
sualty. At one stage the atlack-
ers fled into deep forest.

Later in the evening the
tribal insurgents removed a

! slab from a bailey bridge near
. Babuchara bazar
| ghinala thana
~ dislocation in traffic movement

under Di-
that caused

there, the sources said.

In another Iincident late
Monday night. Shantibahini
kidnapped two brick-flield
workers from Shasantila area
of Dighinala thana and de-
manded a ransom of Taka one
lakh from the brick-field
owner reports said. The same
night, Shantibahinimen also
stormed into the house of a
tribal man. Gonja Karbari, and
tortured him on charge of col-

laborating with the adminis-
iration. official sources said
Hesides trial insurgents

have stepped up their toll col-
lection drive in the CHT

Hasan Raja
festival begins
in Sylhet

From Staff Correspondent

SYLHET, Dec 21: A two-day
iestival commemorating the
| 38th birth anniversary of the

great mystic poet Hasan Raja
began this afternoon.

National Professor Dewan
Mohammad Azraf formally in-
augrurated the festival at the

svihet Auditorium this after-
noon, while former state min-
ister Dewan Taimur Raja

( howdhury presided

The inaugural session was
alsey addressed by Dr Ashraf
Sichiiqui, Dr Momen Chowd
hury and Sabir Ahmed Chowd

ury

The two-day festival pro
grammes Include seminar,
idiscussions. presentation of
folk songs and reception to
Proflessor Arral

| @he Baily ﬁtar
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RIYADH, Dec 21: Saudi
Arabia's highest religious au-
thority for the first time today
gaid peace was possible be-
tween Arabs and lsraelis as it
was not against the teachings of
Islam, reports AFP,

The country's Mufti Sheikh
Abdel Aziz Ibn Baz said in an
interview to be published in the
Saudi weekly Al-MusHmoon
that "a permanent or temporary
ceasefire with the enemy is tol-
erated. if rulers see an interest
in it

“But it can be broken if the
need disappears,” added the
Mufti who heads the country's
highest religious body, the
Council of Ulema, which wields
a large influence over state
policies.

The Mufti, who was gques-
tioned on the Israeli-PLO au-

HIJRI

possible, says
Saudt ulema chief

tonoray deal and the Jordan-
Israe | peace treaty, added that
he wras also not opposed the
Mus lims visiting holy sites in
Isractli-annex east Jerusalem.
“Visiting Al-Agsa mosque as
muich as possible is a tradition
frorn the Prophet Mohammad.”
he ~uid in the interview 1o be
published .Friday, a copy of
wlich was received by AFP.
Jerusalem is the third holi-
es| site in Islam after Mecca
and Medina in Saudi Arabia.
Since the June 1967 Arab-
Israeli war Muslims, including
Palestinians from the occupied
territories. have stopped making
tive annual pilgrimage to the
holy city.
In May 400 Libyan pilgrims
rode to Jerusalem on came-

back to carry out the rite and
Sﬂt‘" Page 12 Col 6

Govt refixes some phone,
telex charges

By Nazmul Ashraf

The government has re-
duced the charge for change of
names or numbers of tele-
phone subscribers and also
readjusted the rate [or interna-
tional telephone calls, compe-
tent sources in the Telecom-
munications Ministry said.

Installatjon and transfer.

charges for teleprinter and
lelex machines have also been
substantially lowered.

The ministry in a circular
issued recently also recognised
the commercial telephone and
lelex centres in the country by
introducing registration fee
and deposit money for those.
There was no legal provision in
this regard until recently.

According to the ministry
sources, the charge for chang-
ing name or number of a tele-
phone subscriber has been
duced to Taka 5.000 from
7.500 and the fee for transfer
of name from the parents alive
lo Lheir children to Tk 2.000

drom 'k 7 B0, The installa
thon chiaree Loy teleprinter ma-
chiine ha~ becn decreased from
Tk 20,000 1o Tk 7.500 and
the transier fee [or telex and
teleprinter machine from Tk
7.500 to Tk 5.000. the min
istry sources said.

One unit for the interna-
tional telephone calls would
now consist of 30 seconds or
its faction instead of 60 sec-
onds earlier. This would enable
the callers pay lower charge

for calls lor factions of une
unit.

According to the new gow-
ernment decision. persons

having of willing 1o have com
mercial telephone and telex
centres would have to get their
organisations registered by
paying a régistration fee of Tk
2,500 and deposit money of

Tk 50.00Q each

. The legalisationt of the co
mmercial telephone and telex
See Page 12 Col 8
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Pandemonium in Indian
parliament

NEW DELHI. Dec 21: The
Indian parliament adjourned in
pandemonium loday as [urious
opposition deputies seized Lhe
floor and demanded that
Prime Minister PV Narasimha
Rao sack ministers accused of
corruption. reports AFP.

“Corruplt men guit power,”
opposition MPs chanted non-
stop in the Lok Sabha. Lhe
lower house of parliament,
forcing Speaker Shivraj Patil to
repealedly call a halt to pro-
ceedings.

The Rajya Sabha, the upper
house. was adjourned after op-
positfon deputies demanded
that the priime minister come
to the chamber to personally
reply to the allegations of
widespread corruption within
his administration.

- "Corruption will not be al-
lowed,” Lhey shouted. “This
government will not last.”

Ram Vilas Paswan, secre-
tary-general ol the centrist
Janata Dal Party, said the
prime minister had “no noral
rights continue in office” and
should resign lor shielding
corrupt members of his cabi-
net.

Both houses of parliament
have been virtually paralysed
lor a week by a combined op-
position olfensive against Rao's
Congress(l] Party following its
roul in recent slate assembly

elections.

Bt the prime minister,
wlinse party enjoys a coinfort
parliamentary majority
iused to bow tg pressure
Lo cnimp ministers responsible
lor a4 securities swindle and a
sugar shortage this year.

The 73-year-gld Rao sat hy
impassively and unruffled in
the Lok Sabha as the angry
scenes raged around him to-
day

There is speculation in po-
litical civcles here that if Rao
does eventually concede 1o
carry out a cabinet reshuffle it
would not ‘take place antil the
end of parliament's winter
session on Friday.

Calling it a “cover-up”. op
position MPs on Wednesday at-
tacked an official report re-
leased Tuesday which lailed o
recommend sanctions against
niinisters accused of involve
ment in the 1.3 billion dollar
securities swindle.

India’'s worst f[inancial
scandal. the securities scam
involved the diversion ol public
funds to the Bombay stock
market by a coterie ol officials.
bankers and brokers.

The money helped fuel a
hull run on the Bombay bourse,
india's larcost, which eventu
allv collapsed in April 1992,
ryining thousands of investors
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Carter leaves for home

Serbs shell Bihac
1gnormg accord

SARAJEVO, Dec Ignor-
ing .1 tentative agr?ﬂnrm for a
holiday cease-fire. Bosnian

Serbs and their allies attacked
a government-held® enclave in
northwesterr Bosnda, UN offi-
ciala said today. reports AP,

ANer two days of shuttle
diplomacy. former US Presi-
dent Jimmy Carter said the
warring sides supported a
lemporary (ruce. starting Fri
ey

My hope is that we can
soor have a cease-fire, the to
tal disengagement of military
forces all these things have
been promised by both sides,”
he old reporters in Belgrade
the Serblan capital late Tues
ey

Sentor- UN officials were

meeting in Zagreb, Croatia on
Carter's accomplishments. And
in Sarajevo. UN spokesman
Alexander Ivanko said his visit
resulied in a “certain momen
tum for peace.”

But fighting continued even
as Carter left the region on his
way home. :

LIN officials in Sarajevo said
hard-pressed governmenil
troops and mostly Musihn
civilans in the northwestern
Bithac pocket remained under
attack late Tuesday in the
continuation of a Serb oflensive
that began Nov 5

Fighting €ased today. due 1o
regional snow storms, saul
Bosnlan radio. But Lt Col Gary
Coward., a UN spokesman

See Page 12 Col 6

BANGLADESH
1994

Pakistan take
on hosts today

Sports Reporter

Pakistan take on hosts
Bangladesh in the inaugural
match of the quadrangular
SAARC cricket tournament at
the Dhaka Stadium today. The
30-overs-a-side game begins at
9 am.

Test discard Rameez Raja
will lead the I-‘a.k.istam second

Mm&lﬂ

siring ‘while Akram Khan will
captain the hosts.

The week-long meet. which
also involves India and Sri
Lanka, will, however., not be
recognised as an internauonal
competition and will thus be
exempt fromn some of the regu-
lations observed in official one-
dayers.

This will be the second time

5ee Page 12 Col 6

Oil exploration
work 1n 2 dists
from Jan

The California-based multi-
national company Occidental
Petroleum Corporation will be
gin exploration work in Netro-
kona and Sylhet districts next
month. reports UNB.

A memorandum of under
standing to this effect was
signed between Occidenial and
PetruEnangla in November this

On Tuesday. the Cabinet
Committee for Finance and
Economic Atlairs approved a
production sharing (ontract for
exploration and doevelopment of
blocks 12. 13 and 14, informed
sources said. ‘

The company will faunch an
exploration and development
programme in the three blocks
in Jamuary 1995. Block 12 om
vrs some areas ol Netrokoiia
and Sylhet districts and blocks

S Page 12 Col 7

Price hike of

foodgrains
temporary: Govt

A review meeting to discuss
the price position of the es
sentials”particularly the price
ol foodgrains. was held in the
cily vesterday with Finance
Minister M Saifur Rahman i1
the chair, reports BSS.

The meeting expressed ils
satistaction to note that de
spite good harvest of padd
this year. there had been no
case of smuggling of rice
across the border. It also noted
that the slight increase in the
price of foodgrains is only
temporary and artifictal in na
iure and the prices is bound to
come down within a couple ol
wreks. _

The meeting was informed
that the government had sub
siantial stock of food of 6.25
lakh tons including 5 lakh tons
ol wheat and 1.25 lakh tons ol
rice. Moreover, two ships car-
rying 1.60 lakh tons of wheat
arrived at the perts which is
likely to be unloaded within a

See Page 12 Col 3

.Hope for truce
with LTTE fades

COLOMBO, Dec 21: The gov-
ernment s hope for a cease-{ire
with Tamil rebels before
Christmas faded Wednesday as
it said it would wail for a re
sponse to its proposals from the
Tigers bhefore beéginning the
Lalks, reports AP

We have putl forward our
pricoity issues. Negotiators will
leave when a response arrives,
Media Minister Dharmasict
Senanavake told reporters, Me
did not say what the govern-
ment's proposals were of When
they were sent.

President Chandrika Ku-
maratunga. who was elected
last month on a pledge 9 end
the war said last week she was
expecting a ceasefire aritd
Hatlons hefore (Christmiss,
the rebels agreed to a govern
FEpcand pI'Lﬁ[,hh!ﬁ-I or a cessRlion of
hostilities

tiut the clashes have contin
ued  On Tuesday, the rebels

killedl 2 satlor and wounded two
others in a mortar attack on the

Karainagar naval base



