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Smugg]ing ranipant in
Bhairab Bazar

From Our Correspondent

KISHOREGANJ. Dec 20:
River port of' Bhairab has
become a paradise for the

ugglers and smuggled goods
ave flooded the port town
exceeding all previous records,
it is observed.

The smuggled goods mostly
include spices, sarees, sugar,
jira, pulses, cattieheads, cosimn-
etics, onion, chilli turmeric,
cutpieces, crackers. cumin
seeds, cardamom, medicine,
- ekC.

These conirabands are
entering Bhairab Bazar through
Akhaura border and bordering
areas of Brahmanbaria and
Comilla districts and on sale in
the market without any
resiriction. These illegal entry
of Indian goods have badly
affected the local traders.
Worst of all is the entry of
cheap and low guality Indian
printed sarees which have
engulfed Bhairab Bazar. Indian
sarees are entering the

commercial cenire from the |

bordering areas by an
organised gang ol smugglers.
Most of the smugglers are
rural women- who procure
thf“j{“ from the agents and sell

from door to door at prices
ranging from Taka 130 to 220.
The traders of Bhairab

informed that smuggled goods -

come here Kanchanpur, Sripur
via Brahmanbaria and Ashugani
by buses, trucks and trains
from Akhaura. After words they
are unloaded at Bhairab railway
junction and Meghna ferry
ghat. Besides. the agents of
smugglers throw away il

goods from local trains and
Sylhet mails at the outer
signals of the railway junction.
These illegal activities are
going on in full swing with

active support of the
concerned authorities it is
learned,

President of Bhairab

Shilpakala Academy and of -

Bhairab Muktejoddha Sangsad
alleged that the  local
administration is responsible
for such corruption and also
due to the inaction of local law
enforcing agency.

The women smugglers
move from Kishoreganj to
Bhairab, Brahmanbaria,
Akhaura and Comilla by train

for collecting Indian sarees’

and other-items.

Land fertility decreasmg

in greater Jessore dist

From Our Correspondent

JHENIDAH. Dec 20: Fertil-
ity of land decreasing sharply
for want ol zific and sulphur in
2] thanas in greater Jessore
district.

According to a statistics
submitted by a group of soil
and agricultural experts,
scarcity of zinc and sulphur
prevails in cultivable lands in
Mohespur, Ketchandpur, Kali-
ganj, Harinakundu, Sailkupa
and Jhenidah sadar thana in
-’Pnidah district, Chougachha,

esabpur, Abhainagar. Baghar-
para, Jhikargachha, Manira-
mpur and Sharsha in Jessore

distriet, Moyura. Sreepur,
Salikha, and Mohammedpur in
Magura district, Narail,

Lahogora and Kalia in Narail
district for last 10 years.

The statistics show mainly
in t(hose areas where
. deeptubewells are being used
rampantly for high yielding
varieties ol paddy and wheat
lacks -zinc and sulphur. In
some areas ol those thanas the
percertage of zinc and sulphur
in soil reduced alarmingly to
35 to 50 per cent. As a result,
production capacity in those
lands decreasing though Lhe

farmers have been trying to get
optimum production by
applying maximum fertilizers
in their lands. :
Lack of zinc and sulphur
also prevails in high lands. An
experl of Agriculture Exten-
sion Department told that the
farmers - are not Kkeenly
interested about lack ol these
two chemicals. Repeated
farming or cultivation of some
crops like paddy and wheat in
same land and improper use of
fertilizers are also a main
factor to reduce the
percentage of zinc and sulphur
in the lands, the source added.

The expert says that the
farmers might plant Dhanche
tree in their land which ‘might
help to imcrease the produc-
tion capacity of lands as it
produces natural manures in
the lands. But the authority
could not motivate the farmers
of rural areas though the
government is expending
crores of taka in electronics
medias Lo motivate them.

The source also said that
“food for all by 2000" would
not be possible if the farmers
are not motivated:

Chokh Bandha Party_

active again

E:-EVAR Dec 20: A gang of
notorisus extortionists has
again become active in a vast
area in western Dhaka district,
kidnapping children for ransom
from their parents and relatives,
" reporis LINB.

Police in recent months con-
ducted an extensive operation
to check the activities ol the
gang. widely known as "Cholch
Barnddha Party” which used (o
abduct children from dillerent
distiricts and kept them cons

fined in underground dens for

realising ransoms

clutches of the "Chekh Bandha
Party”. disclosed important in-
formation about them to police.

Rahman, a student of Dhaka
Abuzar Giffary, College, was
kidnapped from his Gulshan
residence on November 18 and
laken to Benupur village in
Savar thana by a car where he
was detaned '‘n an under-
ground den.

After two days in confine-
ment, Rahman tried to flee but
was caught by the gang mem-

“dlers and shifted to apother un-

derground den at village Paik-

fhe gang. reportedly has ... i Dhamrai thana. He was
reorganised and set up at least reportedly. forced to write seven
60 new dens in six thanas — letters to his father to pay a

aliakoir. Nagarpor and Sha. ~ ransom of Tk 3 lakh.

ja. On November 26, he was

- College student Jalilur again shifted to another den at
Rahman, 18, who recently an unknown village in
managed to esgape from the Manikganj district.
- e —

Government of the People's
R

epublic of hWh

National Board of
Dhaka

Enﬁmm are invited for appiontments 1 the following posts in an
| IDA-assisted Project under the National Board of Revenue:

i 1. Post
2. Duration

Computer Operator
Up to 30.6.85 (may be extended uplo to the

end of the project penod )

3. Quaification

Graduate with necessary Computer Training

relaxable for departmental Data Entry/
Control Operator, with at least 2 (Two) years
expenence in relevant fields.

4 Salary

Pay Tk. 8000/ = Consohdated per month

5 Neoessary documents (Paper ic be submitted)

(1) Hand written Apphcahon
(i) Full CY

| (i) Two passoon size Photograps (Aflested)
() Copy of last Academnic Centicate/Dipioma/ (Attested)

(v} Two Reterences

6. Application mus! be addressed to First Secretary (Taxes-4). National
Board of Revenue and should reach on or before 31 12.94 (Within oifice

hour!

{ 7. The mcumbert must be willing 10 work anywhere n Bangladesh

| 8 Prelimenary selected candidates have 1o appear lor 2 writien lest on 6ih
January, 1995 and qualfied candidates n the writlen test are t0 appear for
a Computer Operator's aptitude test on 13th January, 1995

‘Time and venue will be informed on 5t January, 1995 through Notce
Board of Room # 200 Nafional Board of Revenue and admit Card will be
Ssued at the same tme Selecled Candwates are required 10 collect ther
admit cards from Room # 324 of NBR on 5th January, 1995

DF P-13862-20/12
G-2023

Mizanus Rahaman

Second Secretary (taxes-10)
Natioral Board of Revenue
Dhaka

|

Bngra recently.

Pume Mllll-‘atEl‘ Begum K.hﬂlﬂdﬂ. Zla gave away Shaheed Zlaur Rahman Memﬂrlal schﬂlarshm among sixty atuderlts at

— PID photo
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MOULVI EHZ..FLH Dec 20:
The Chittagong division has

crore yearly from its fishery
sector as about 2 lakh 26 thou-

have been lying uncultivated.

_ Fish production in the divi-
sion is declining despite
favourable condition for pisci-
culture due to absence of
proper planning. Existing law
and acts are yet to be imposed
in this sector.

There are 15 districts in
the Chittagong division com-
prising of Sunamganj, Sylhet,
Moulvibazar, Habiganj, Brah-
manbaria, Comilla, Chandpur,
Laxmipur, Noakhali, Feni,
Chittagong, Cox's Dazar,
Rangamati, Bandarban and
Khagrachhari.

A non-government survey,
conducted during last fishery

five- lakh 26 thousand 650
ponds and tanks in these dis-
tricis of the Chittagong Divi-

JAMALPUR, Dec 20: Kid-
napping has increased alarm-
ingly in different parts of Ja-
malpur district in recent days.

Organised gang of kidnap-
pers are active -fn varifous
places, particularly in the bor-
der areas of the district.

Members of these gang
kidnap victims particularly the
children who belong to rich
families and demand quite a
sizeable amount of money as
ransom. As usual the kidnap-
pers threaten to kill the victim
if the demands are not met or
if law enforcing agencies are
informed. There are also re-
poris of tortures on the vic-
tims in case of failure to pay
the ransom.

It 48 learnt that the organ-

—

=

ised gangs have been carrying
out the crime for quite.some
time. A few months ago, police
unveiled the mystery of a kid-
napping caseé at village
Kowomari in Go I?n]pur thana
where the leader of the gang
posed himself to be a ‘peer’ or
a man having spiritual power.
During the rescue operation of
the kidnapped .school boy Be-
lal, pelice discovered that the
kidnappers had their under-
ground room to hide the wvic-
tims.

Housewife
hacked to
death in
Sylhet
From Staff Correspondent

SYLHET, Dec 20: A
housewife was hacked o
by her son-in-law and an
accomplice at a house In
Hawapara area of Sythet town
recenitly.
. The victim Jahanara Begum,
27. second wife of Tajul Islam
had been staying with her
husband at the residence of
one Abdul Hai Azad al
Hawapara here. Tajul was the
guard of the house. His frst
wife had been being at his
Rupda village in Magura with
her children

Tajul's son-in-law Halim and
brother-in-law Nurul Alam
(both through his first wife)

camne from his to ask for
money for some family
occasion. But when Tajul

refused to defray the expenses

Halim and Alam swooped on
Jahanara Begum  with

machetes causing her
imstantaneocus death

been deprived of Taka 385 .

sand 650 ponds and tanks |

season shows that, there are

Unused water bodies

From Our Correspondent

sion covering an area of one
lakh 78 thousand acres of land
. Out of them, about three lakh

pﬂﬂds and tanks with an_area

of one lakh one thousand 800

'acres are used for cultivation

under pisciculture. The rest of
two lakh 26 thousand 650
ponds and tanks with an area
of 76 thousand 900 acres have
been lying uncultivated though
there is a bright prospect of
pisciculture.

It is gathered that. annually
fish protluction per acres is
one metric ton worth taka 50
thousand. In terms of this
statistics, yearly total produc-
tion from the cultivated ponds
and tanks in the Chittagong
Division is one lakh one thou-
sand 800 metric tons. So, the
division has been deprived of
taka 385 crore yearly f{rom
those unused water bodies.

Exports are in opinion that,
if all of the uncultivated ponds
and tanks of the country could

be brought under pisciculture
n planned way. the total in-
come in the fishery sector of
Lire country will be enhanced
by one thousand crore of taka.

According to the Fishery
Department and market sur-
vey. the yearly demand of fish
in the country is about 19 lakh*
metric tons. But about 2.50
lakh metric tons of fish is pro-

duced yearly. About 16.50 lakh
metric tons of fish fall short
every year in the country.
According to scientific offi-
cer of Chittagong Division. in-
terested fish cultivators do not
have enough money to con-
tinue pisciculture programme.

The experts in this "sector
in Chittagong Division have
outlined some major causes

behind not using the .ponds
"and tanks. Acco ,:ﬁlg to t.hl:m
the causes are as [

Interested cultivators hawz nr.:l
money to continue piscicul-
ture. (bl Failure to detect the

* level

Fish worth Tal:: 385cr can be
produced annually frcm Ctg D1V

actual number of those water
bodies which are out of culti-
vation, (c) Dispute over owner-
ship of different water bodies
at village level, (d) Insufficient
motivation and patronisation
by concerned depariment , (e)
Lack of easy bank loan facilities
to those interested cultivators
who have no ownership of any

" water bodies, but they are fish-

cultivator, by profession (f)
Lack of proper implementation
of existing fishery acts and
laws and (g) Massive siltation
of ponds and tanks by floods.
To increase the fish pro-

- duction in the Chittagong Divi-

sion, the government should
prepare necessary programme
in this" regard. Experts said
that prospect of pisciculture in
the Chittagong Division is so
bright that the production can
be raised upto the optimuin
by properly utilising
nearly 2 lakh 26 thousand 650
ponds and rtmclﬂng existing
obstacles.

From Our Correspondent

Mcurding to a reliable
source about 100 persons were
kidnapped for ransom iIn Ja-
malpur. Sherpur, My-
mensingh, and Tangail dis-
tricts during the last five years.

In one case, a young boy was
killed when guardians could
not pay the ransom on time.

Meanwhile, a non-commis-
sioned army officer, Motalab
was kidnapped from Nandina
Bazar ferry ghat under Ja-
mﬂpur sadar thana recently.
An ‘official source said that a
total of 200 persons were ar-
rested on charge of kidnap-
ping in different parts of these
districts. Eighty three persons
were convicted by different
courts. One .Jhundred thirty
four persons have been put
under trial in different courts.
Others were, however, re-
leased by Lhe courts [or want of
proper evidence.

A police officer told this
correspondent that police take
kidnapping case very serfously
and go for action immediately
on receiving information.
However, he admitted that fil-
ing of [alse cases by interested
quariers to take revenge on
enemies are also et uncom-
mon. He sald apart from peolice
action. the people should also

be guided aboul responsibili-
ties to avoid kidnappers. For
instance, he said, minor boys
or girls are easy prey of kid- .
nappers. Children should be
told by their guardians not to
accept any thing such as food
from strahgers. Secondly, he
said, young students should be
asked to avoid making new
friends. They should be very
caréful about visiting unknown
places at the invitation of their
newly found friends.

Another report adds: Differ-
ent kinds of crimes including
anti-social activities have been
noticed. to increase in the dis-
trict during the last 11
months.

Five people were killed in
different incidents jncluding
an issue over land dispute in
the district. Seven people
were killed in road accidents
on Jamalpur-Tangail road and
Jamalpur-Mymensingh road. At
least six persons including two
young women committed sui-
cide who jumped under the
wheels ol running train en Ja-
malpur- Bahadurabad ghat and
Jamalpur-Mymensingh rail way

- line. Three more committed

suicide by taking poison er by
hanging themselyves.

Toll collection., dacoity,

Kidnappers active in Jamalpur

thelt and violence have
recorded sharp rise. Illegal
sale of wine and its use, culti-
vation of ganja and other anti-
social activities sare also on
rise.

After repeated complainis,
police conducted raids in the
district to curb crimes. Police
arrested about 50 persons who
were involved with different
kinds of crimes.

On Oct, 30 this year, Islam-
pur thana police arresied two
alleged snatchers from Gothail
areas.

Unofficial sources informed
that over 50 cattlehead were
stolen from different villages
in the district during the last
one year.

Anti-social activities such as
prostitutions, drug addiction.
illegal sale of drugs and wine*
and gambling have increased
too.

A numbers ol girls who in
and around the Jamalpur rail-
way station try to attract cus-
lomers even at day time. This
sort of activities get little re-
sistance from Lhe law enforc-"
ing agencies for the reason not
known. It is a that some
local influential people are be-
hind the scene, involved with
the crimes.
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Biorn Sternby, ambassador of "'lwt-darn and Michaeal I'.irurjr ambassador of European Union

visited various development projects being implemented by Proshika Human Development
centre, at Bangshinagar village under Mirzapur area develo pment centre in Tangail district
recently Proshika's Executive Director Dr. Qazi Farugue Ahmed explains the envoys about

the achievements of Proshika

|
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Victory Day observed in
N'ganj, Jessore, Ctg

From Our Correspondents

NARAYANGANJ, Dec 20:
The people of Narayanganj
celebrated the Victory Day wi-

th due respect and enthu-

siasm. :

The local district adminis-
tration. various political, socio-
cultural organisations took up
programmes to observe the

- The day was started with 21
gun salute at midnight.

National Flag was hoisted atop
all private and public buildings.

The programmes included a
combined march past and
displays of physical exercises
by the police, ansars, VDF, fire
brigade, scouts, girls guide and
other juvenile organisations at
local Osmani Stadium in the
morning. The local Deputy
Commissioner Habibur Rah-
man took the salute at the
march past.

Improved diet was served
to the hospitals, jails and
erphanages. Goverrnnent and
private buildings were
illuminated in the evening

Friendly football match,
woman handball and volley ball
match and documentary film
show were arranged in this
connection.

Our correspondent
Jessore adds: Victory Dad was
celebrated here wi due
inspiration and entlWusiasm.
Local town wore festive
look on the occagilon. Local
district administration, diffe-

om

Eang,iaq.tsh Muyktijoddha drew
to observe the

was started with 21-gun salute
at 6 am at Jessore Collectorate
premises. It was followed by
hoisting of National Flag atop
private and public buildings.
Contingents of BDR. police,
boyscouts, girlguides, stagged
display of physical exercises at
local Shamsul Huda Stadium at
around 8 am.

Peaceful procession by
children parading through
main roads of the town and
their rally at the stadium, was
another highlight of the
programme. Later at 11 am, a
symposium on historical
background of Liberation War
of 1971 and its importance for
national growth, was held at
local ‘district parishad
auditorium.,

Surbitans. Udichi, Bharer
Sishir. Fulkuri, Jessore office
of Islamic Foundation took up

programmes (o observe the

day in befitting manner
separately.
Jessore district unit

conunand. also took a day long
programme to mark the day.
Placing of wreaths at the local
memorial early in the morning
holding discussion meeting
and cultural functions were the
programme highlights.
Procession by FFs (Freedom
Fighters) in local town on the
Victory Day attracted the
people.

BSS adds: Participanis at a
discussion have called for
putting in concerted efforts to
consolidate the democratic
rights towards economic
emancipation of the people.

The discussion was jointly
organised by the Mymensingh
district unit of Bangladesh
Muktijoddha Sangsad and
Muktijoddha Multi-Purpose
Cooperative Society Ltd on
December 15 marking the
Mymensingh Liberation Day
and the National Victory Day as
a part of its week-long vietory
fair held "at the premises of
Town Hall.

They recalled with
gratitudes the sacrifices made
by the martyrs of the
Liberation War and took a fresh
vow to realise the true goals of
independence for establishing
an exploitation free society
based on democratic rights ol
the people.

They also recalled the role
of the occupation forces and
their collaborators during the
nine-month long war and
called for continued resistance
against the enemies of the
country trying Lo undo the
hard earned independence

The member-secretary of
the Central Command Council
of the Muktijoddha Sangsad
Major (Retd) Syed Monibur
Rahman was the chief guest
and the chief news editor of
the Bangladesh Sangbad
Sangstha (BSS}, A 5 M
Habibullah. the special guest

Presided over by Abdur
Rahim Minto. the discussion
was addressed among others
by central and local leaders of
the Muktijoddha Sangsad
including Mahbubul Alam. A K
M Nurul Amin. Mohammad Ali
Chowdhury. Kabir Hossain
Bhuiyan. Mohammad Rafiz
Uddin Refaz. 5 M Nazmul Hug
Tara and head master of Police
Line High School and valiant
[reedom fighter K M Shamsu
Alam (Bir-Pratic),
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