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Karachi is a deeply divided and troubled city:
Jlmost in the classical fashion of some strife-torn
cities which miake hair-raising headlines in the
global media from time to time.

The troubles have much wider ramifications for
the political life in Pakistan than what have so far
been perceived as merely a concern for law and
order. Pakistan Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto
went pretty close to the heart of the matter when
she urged her count n to realise that a mini-
mmsurgency or a guerrilla warfare is on in the city.

Mic latest spate in the sectarian violence car
l,e ascribed to both ethnic and religious factional-
isation. The Mohajir Qaumi Movement {MQM}.
spearheading the fight for the rights of the city s
rdu speaking Mohajir majority and representing
‘he ethnic dimension. has a rival in its Haqiqi fac-
ior1 Then there is the Sunni Muslim group
called the Sipah-e-Sahaba Pakistan (SSP) which is
pitted against the Shi'ite Muslim group named
ehnk Jalfria Pakistan.

In violent clashes, between the groups, 115
people died since November 30 when the 29-
q.onth-long army deployment was ended.
Al, ogether 600 people died in sniper fire this
e rly full vear, meaning that even during the
ron -erip of the army the toll in human lives re-
mai . ed at a high noteh.

o1 azir Bhutto does not want the army back in
e Lay enforcement business: not at least for the
because it could compromise their im-
42 ey had been a subject of controversy in
Veir earlier stint anyway. The MQM alleged that
‘he Hlagigl faction was created by and being pa-
onised firom the seat of power. Haqigi's elee-
toral performance was 110 match for the original
MM s

e distancing of the army from the law and
order duty implies that the Pakistan Prime
Minister is keeping the option open for talks
it the MQM. Congenially for a negotiation too,
(e MQM is said to be allergic to any aspersion on
i~ dllegiance to the country. o

Most people in Pakistan favour negotiaions be-
rween the PPP and the MIQM. being two larﬁe
pohtical parties with clout in the country. The
MM s feeling of persecution 1s a stumbling-block
e talks with the government. This needs to be
Jlaved together with the shunning of any overly
ractical approach to defusing tension. Benazir
Bhutto has the political sagacity to realise the im-
portance of offering the right package of political
4nd economic deals to the Mohajirs.
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Expectations have been su
care thing to happen in Bangla esh. The Meghna-
(,umiti Bridge commissioned just the other day
.1d been projected to carry a daily traffic of 4.5
hotsand motor vehicles. Soon after its opening 5
4onsand vehicles were counted as crossing the
bridge-every day. +

'he 1410-metre or nearly a rnile-long bridge is
constructed to be in service for 90 years with
cerv little maintenance work. The pavements oR
he bridge will, however, need to be relaid in 20
vears time. Although constructed by a Japanese
Contractor most of the technical manpower who
delivered the job on time were local. So far one
1t the biggest engineering undertakings in inde-
pendent Bangladesh. The bridge happens also to
b 1he biggest built by the Japane se firm which is
1o ol the leaders of Japanese bridge building.

There is all the reason to expect that the
[Yhaka—Chittagong motor vehicle traffic will keep
111 increasing at an impressive rate. Chittagong is
the sole entrepot and Dhaka is what centrally”
holds all Bangladesh economically and adminis-
tratively together. Besides, the road connects
such surplus producing areas as Comilla,
Brahmanbaria and Noakhali, with the last of the
time-consuming ferries out, there will decided be
4 spurt in the land-based communication betweén
the two cities and to and from all points on ihe
wayside. We do not know how this increased vol-
ume of traffic is going to affect the bridges. But it
will. How much traffic will this bridge bear, say in
20507

And how this increased use of the road is go-
ing to affect the railway communication which is
a much cheaper and trul%r environment-friendly
mode of communication ? The effect on water-
borne. movement of goods to and from Chittago
has also to be kept under observation. Mﬂturis.:ﬁ
road transport le economising on time may in
the end prove to be costlier than now appears on
the surface — and in very important terms.

Ninety years is not a long time for a people. But
for governments, it is. The world is changing fast
climatically as well as environmentally. Ninety
years is too long a time for one to be sure about
the rivers under the three Obayashi bridges to
keep on flowing without a change. An e¢bullient
Prime Minister, on the open of this big and
E?e{tlﬂtl.llﬂl' thing, said she would throw bridges
all over Bangladesh so that people could travel
everywhere on the road and in a day. A noble
dream, but can prove to be a careless idea if they
are not well planned.

Search for

Mutalib Weyters, a 23-year-old Dutch national
and a restaurant manager in Holland, was not fully
happy with his secured and successful life.
Something tugged at his heart. The Bengalee

ople, perhaps all the sub-continentals in eed,

lieve in the power of the umbilical cord. Didn't
Mutalib feel in his guts that something was
Fullmg at him? Perhaps ever since he, a:child
ost on his way in Patuakhali, was adopted by a
Dutchman in Dhaka and taken to Holland 17
ears back, has always been having that feeling of
eing cut off from something very important,
something he could not do without. )

Mutalib, taken abroad at six, had a number of
very clear and fond memories. These did not al-
low him to live as if life in Holland was all there

was to life for him. Something told him a very -

crucial part of his life was elsewhere. So he came
back to‘Barisal and after much searching and re-
peating bouts of frustration, he tracked his
mother, a brother and a sister to a Bauphal,
Patuakhali village. What a reunion it was!

The story needs to be told again and again in a
society where thousands are migrating abroad,
almost all for good and not coming back ever
even on a trip — cases every year of tearing one-
self away from the pull of the native soil and the
theusand human bonds that enmesh all to a hu-
man and natural setting.

Mutalib is a real-life Kintaki.
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HE Mekong river .

reement was singed in

Hanol by four eountries
- Vietnam. Laos. Cambodia and
Thatland on Monday, 328
November, 1994. The three-
poing agreement will cover the
importani aspect ol river waler
sharing and the environmental
improvement of the region.
The agreement was hailed by
all as a big step in developing
regional cooperation among
the member couniries. The
other two coriparian countries,
China and Myanmar. however,
did not sign the agreesment as
yel. o
The Mekong river basin de-
velopment was Initiated in
1960 under the auspices of the
United Nations. It took more
than 30 years to come to this
stage when all the riparian
countries agreed for develop
ment of the river basin for the
mutual benefit of all.

There is lot of similarity be-
{ween 'the Mekong river and
the Ganges. The Mekong river
traverses 2500 miles through
China, Mydnmar,.Laos, Thai-
land. Combodia and Vietnam.
Originating in China and flow-
ing through plains in Combodia
with numerous waterfalls and

ekong to

Ganges: Let

by Amjad Hossain Khan
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are in the upper reaches, the situation in

of flood water of the three rivers.

and India is different as they
give passage to the 93 per cent

dividing into four distributaries
near Phnom Penh. then flow-
ing through Kochin and Viet-
nam with a number of
branches, the Mekong wult-
mately falls imto the South
China sea,

The Ganges originating in
China (Tibet] Ltraverses a
length of 2550 km though
China. Nepal. India and
Bangladesh. The three major
tribuitaries of the Ganges, the
Karnajl. the Gandaki and the
Kosi. rise in China and flow
through Nepal to join the
Sanges in India. During its
long course it covers the high-
est mountain range in China
and Nepal and gets into plains
of India and Bangladesh before
falling into the Bay of Bengal.

The Mekong agreement on
water resources development
including sharing of water
among the riparian countries
is a recognition of practical
consideration of regional co-

operation for the benefit of the
people. The agreement also
recognises that a rivey basin
has (o be developed — from its
source to the ougfall

The Ganges basin is one of
the most densely populated
river basins in the world with a
population of 340 million The
requirement of food and fibre
for the teeming millions is
enormotss. The land available 15
limited; maximising crop pro-
duction needs wafer lor agri
culture. The waler available for

crop production in the dry
months is fol enough o meet
the requirement of all the

parian countries,

The devasiating effegt ol
unilateral withdrawal of the
Ganges water by India has
caused damage to the northern
and western regions of
Bangladesh affecting 40 mil-
lion people. The adverse ini-
pacts have caused widespread
salinity affecting indusiries,

desertification of much of the
land suspension of navigation.
destruction of fish resources
and ecosystem of the Sunder

hans, the largest mangrove
forest in Lhe world.
River basin development is

a tool for social developiment
It supports economic growth
and improves living conditiorn
and the quality of life. The
(tanges. the Brahmaputra and
the Meghna are international
rivers with their basins spread
over China. Nepal India
Bhutan and Bangladesh. But no
coordinated attempl has Deen
made so [ar to rationally utilise
the vast water resources avail-
able 1n the c¢ountries con-
cerped.

he total drainage area of
the three basins is 1.76 million
sq km of which 629 per cent
is in India. 8.02 per cenl in
Nepal, 7.69 per cent in
Bangladesh, 2.5 per centl in
Bhutan and the rest in China
(Tibet)
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'40 Million People are More Important
than a Few Cusecs of Water'

Since the liberation in 1971,
bonhomie that followed the installation of Sheikh
liberated state was replaced by increasing
attempts have been made to put relati
Commissioner to India Dr Farooq Sobhan spoke to
wide range of issues which include the sharing of the

though
Bangladesh High

and bilateral trade.

@ Relations between India
and Bangladesh. at an all-time
high following the liberation in
1971. took a downtumn later.
What contributed to such an
overwhelming change?

A: The Ganges water prob-
lem is certainly central to the
problems that have emerged
between India and Bangladesh
over the years. Bangladesh had
sefious reservatioris about the
Farakka barrage when com-
missioned. Bangladesh, which
was getting 14,000 cusecs of
water, has been getting less
and less water since year. An-
other important problem has
been the very large trade
deficit between the two coun-
tries. Bangladesh has been
buying much more from India
than India from Bangladesh. In
the early years there were

| talks of setting up joint ven-
tures between the two coun- |

tries partly by way ol compen-
sating . the big trade gap. For
various reasons these ventures
never saw the light of the day.
There were also differences in
perception after the death of
Sheikh Mujib. The then Indian
government had reservations
about the Ileadership in
Bangladesh. Then we had
problems with the Chakmas in
the Chittagong Hill Tracts. The
Bangladesh government felt
that the main support for the

Shanti Bahini was being pro- -

vided by the Research and
Analysis Wing in India. That
was the main bone of con-
tention. Later. some (ribals
crossed over to India. They
subsequently wanted to return
to Bangladesh but were' pre-
vented. India also had misgiv-
ings about Bangladesh's rela-
tions with China and the
United States, though India
herself was close to the then
Soviet Union. So it was a kind
of Cold War-like situation in
the subcontinent. -

Q: How would you define
present relations between the
tow countries?

A: There is serious attempt
on the part ol Lthe present gov-
ernment “in Bangladesh to
place its relationship with In-
dia on a betterfooting, starting
with the wvisit of our Prime
Minister Begum Khaleda Zia to
India in May 1992. An impor-
tant milesténe in our relations

was the accord on Tin’ Bigha.

Sir, The lack of better and
adequate infrastructure Isdi:?'m
main hindrance to the steady
growth of industries In the
country rather than palitical
crisis and law and order situa-
tion. This has been amply pro-
ved at Hemayetpur Industrial
Area' where the nermal func-
tion of some industries has
virtually come to a standstill
due to the absence of such
utility services as telephone
andhgas.

Hemayetpur, at a distance
of barely 25 kilometers from
the capital city has more than
20 industrial units of various
kinds ranging from food to
electronies. This area, for in-

dustrialisation, was initially

selected by a group of young
entrepreneurs who had been
abroad with employment but
later came home with the no-
ble intehtion of setting up in-
‘dustries in the private sector.

In this area, tifere are about

nine industrial units which
especially aim at producing
cemmodities of exportable
quality. ' :
But, unfortunately, our gov-

of 40 million people? There

we are pursuing similar eco-
nomic policies geared towards
economic reform, globalisation
and liberalisation. In the com-
ing months a few Indian ce-
ment plants will be set up in
Bangladesh. Indeed, India is
reaping the benefits ol
Bangladesh's liberalisation
programme and its exports in
the last three years have risen
at the rate of 40 to 50 per
cent, The largest number of
tourists to India are from
Bangladesh. We would like to
see Indian tourists visiting

Q: As far as the Ganga wa:
ters are concerned,
Bangladesh has two big rivers,
the Brahmaputra and
whereas the survival of Calcutta
port and the economic well-
being of the state of West Ban-
gal depends on availability of
water in the Hooghly channel
Is it not quite natural on the
part of india to demand a
greater share of Ganga water
from Bangladesh?

A: The Ganges basin in
Bangladesh has a population of
40 million. This population is
heavily dependent on the
Ganges in the dry season. They
need this water for irrigation,
for consumiption and industrial
purposés and above all it is
used to prevent salination and
desertification. Since the
Farakka barrage was commis-
sioned to divert the flow of
water, there has been a very
rapid ingress of salinity up the
Ganges, travelling almost upto
Khulna and beyond. Khulna is
an important industrial city.
But during the dry season we
have to bring water in trucks
to feed the industries there,
since saline Ganga waler can-
not be used. Earlier, the pres-
sure of the Ganges used to
keep the saline water at a safe
distance. We have also lost a
substantial part of Sundari
trees in the Sundarban forest,
The entjre ecology is changing
because of this diversion. We
lose a substanlial quantity of
foodgrains in the dry seasons
because pumps in the Ganges
cannot be used because of the
tremendous fall in the level of
the water. India is effectively
destroying the lives of 40 mil-
lion people by this unilateral
action. Is saving Calcutta port
more important than the lives

bitterngss under suc
ons oh a better footing in the recent past.
Nandita Roy

g

has been a massive migration
from the Ganges because ol the
salinity problem. Bangladesh
has proved that even 70.000
cusecs of water is not enough.
Moregver, this idea of a 100-
mile canal to flush the Hooghly
is an old concept. Technology
has made substantial progress.
Today there is no need for the
old flushing type asrangement
te keep the main channels of
Calcutta port silt-free. Calcutta
port has introduced satellite.
computer technology through
which port authorities get to
know exactly where the sand
banks are being built. The port
does not need that much water
anymoré, certainly not the
amount it is getting now. If In-
dia could survive with 20.000
cusecs of water right upto
1988, giving out nearly 35,000
cusecs, why is it that it is
down to 9,000 cu$ecs today?
We find it very difficult to un-
derstand. We want a fa}r and
equitable share of the waler
which guarantees at least
35,000 cusecs for Bangladesh
during the dry seasons, which
last only two months. Surely,
in two months the heavens will
not fall as far as Calcutta port is
concerned.

Q: Would you support the
case for building several up-
stream dams within India and
Nepal to monitor the flow of
water from the Himualayas into
Bangladesh? .

A: Wé have been advocating
this idea of storage dams right
from 1972. This way we notl
only control floods during the
monsoon, but have an oppor-
tunity to release more water
during dry months. This aug-
mentation of tHe waters of the
Ganges can help in meeting
navigational requirements of

i - I’ vy Sobhan

India's relatiens with Bangladesh have come a long way. The initial
Mujibur Rahman as first Prime Minister of the newly-
cessive regimes in the two countries;
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Ganga waters, the problem of the, Chakma refugecs

both India and Bangladesh.
Now there appears to be an
agreement hetween India and
Nepal for the storage dams,
but B adesh has not Qeen
included in this process,
though it was Bangladesh
which. had been propagating
this idea all along. There is

also a tremendous potential for

generating hydroelectric
power if we harness these wa-
ters, which could change the
entire face of the easlern part
of India and Bangladesh. Nepal
ad Bhutan,

- Over they years
Bangladesh has complained
that India imports -very little
from that country. What does
Bangladesh have to offer india
to achieve the trade balance?

A: Bangladesh wants a level
playing field ‘as far as opportu-
nities to sell to each other are
concerned. Under the liberal

trade regime we-have substan-

i

tially lowered duties and tar-

iffs. There are no resirictions
on cgonsumer goods from en-
tering the market. So Indian
goods have flooded our
Bangladesh markets. On the
other hand, our industrialists
are unable to sell consumer

goods to Indian markets be-

cause either they fall under the
category of restricted items or
they have very high duty. We
have given a list of 34 items to
the Indian government on

which we would like to see a -

substantial reduction of duty.
Our problem is markel access.

‘If the 900 million market of

Inidia is available to
Bangladesh, then many of our
industries will gear themselves
to try and supply to India.
Bangladesh can sell items like
urea. jute carpets, garments
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ernment agerrcies seem (o
have no notice of the existence

*of some important industrial
projects .at a place so near to .

their headquarters.

We honestly feel that an ef-
ficilent telephone system
should have priority over
bridges on’ rivers or new stadi-
ums in obscure townships if
we really want to accelerate
the pace of progress of our
commerce and industry in the
country.

It has been quite a long
time since the entrepreneurs
either individually or collec-
tively requested the relevant
government agencies to pro-
vide telecommunication as
well as gas distribution sys-
tems in this area. But all were
in vain. |

Hence, through the colu-
mns of your esteemed daily,
may we fervently request our
Honourable Prime Minister to
kindly look into the matter
and advise the responsible au-
thorities to immediately install
the telephone and gas connec-
tions at Hemayetpur Industrial
Area.

Nitin Roy
North Bashabeo, Dhaka

Sir, It is very unfortunate

" and also a great tragedy for all

of us in the country that some
‘of ,our youngsters (future gen-
eration) are falling victims to
gruesome and hginous mur-
ders while some of them are
getting lost in today's appar-
ently colourful and luxurious
life.”M
indulged’ in drug addiction, vi-
olence, crime and gross mis-
conduct. -

" It is said that the life of a
teen aged boy or girl (from
thirteenth to .nineteenth year
— émly for a period of six years)
is very pleasant, amiable,
iriendly. emotional, sensitive,
educative, lovely, constructive
as well as destructive, Another
thirteen years (19+13=32
years) added to the age make
one a perfect man or woman
and enable him or her to lead a
happy. civilised and contented
life or he or she is totally lost
in the darkness.

In our present day family
life and society, when we arg
faced with multiple socio-eco-
nomic, moral and financial
problems, it has been observed
that in many cases the teen-

of them are found
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Walk on the wild side  aged boys and girls are not

well looked after by their par-

ents in general and the grown
up daughters and sons (19 to
32 years) are seemingly ne-
glected by their parents. This

‘makes the wards to live a se-

chucded life' make them arro-
gant, indisciplined and they
indulged in anti-social activi-

ties.

anhj two years ago a school
student of Graduate School at
Tipu Sultan Road had slaugh-
tered his friend at Christian
Graveyard over a dispute re-
garding an ordinary camera.

The recent gruesome murder
of Soma (22) at Lalmatia fol-
lowed by Ishtiaque Ahmed Isha
(15) at Hatkhola are matters of
grave concern for all parents.
It is also a food for thought for
marny,

Let us all handle our chil-
dren with kindness, love and
affection to make their life
happy angd successful failing
which the future of our eountry
would completely plunge into
darkness,

0O H Kabiwr
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The three river basins have
fertile alluvial soil. goed chi-
mate, plenty of rainfall and a
network of large number of
rivers. The countries in these
basins are prone to natural dis-
asters like fMood, drought. cy-
clone. tidal surge and
earthquake

Every year colossal losses
occur due to floods in Nepal
India and Bangladesh. While
the situation in Neépal and In-
dia is dilferent as they are in
the upper reaches. the situa-
tion in Bangladesh is critical as
she has to give passage to the
93 per cent of flood water of
the three rivers.

Bangladesh is an agrarian
country; 80 per cent of the
population depend on agricid
ture. The net cropped area is
8.6 million hectares producing
about 20 in tons of foodgrains

to feed 120 illion people
The population of Bangladesh
is likely to be 140 millon by
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and lextiles: ceramics and
high quality pharmaceultical
products to India. Il we had
the option, for example, to sell
duty free to the northeastern
states in India from a factory in

. Chittagong. 1 am sure many

importers in the Northeast
would prefer that to bringing
the goods all the way from
Punjab of Tamil Nadu. Since
india has [ull access to the
Bangladeshi marke!
Bangladesh should also be
given full access to Lhe Indian
markel. Then the market will
determine who buys what.
What is Bangladesh s
stand on the South Asia Prel
erential Trade Agreement?
Can il ever become a reality?
A: Yes. of course, it can. But
at least in the case of Indo-
Bangladesh trade relations, we
are moving much fasteér than
SAPTA. The concessions that
; sh provides India have
enabled it to become one of
the most impertant exporl
markets for Indid in the world
loday. Whether we have SAPTA
or not, India Is alrcady reaping
full henefits ol liberalisation

progranimes i Bangladesh,
Bl we remain conlident that
SAVPTA will see the light of the

Q: Which ware the areas
where - Bangladesh would pre-
fer cooperation with China
more than with India?

A: We have very close rela-
tions with China: our econornic
and trade relations are very
important, The Chinese have
undertaken a number of pro-
_jects in Bangladesh. Only re-
cently they offered to build a
textile mill in Bangladesh., Our
relations with China stands on
its own merit and should not
in"any way alfect our relations
with India or vice versa.

. @: What is Bangladesh's
stand on Kashmir?

A: We have always main-
tained that the Kashmir dis-
pute should be solved under
the Shimla Agreement. But at
the same time Bangladesh is
concerned with the human
rights situation in -Kashmir.

Q: Your country has also

" been accused of human rights

violations. What is your gou-
ermment’s stand on this issue?

A: Today Bangladesh has a =~

there be Will

Bangladesh. While the situation in Nepal
Bangladesh is eritical as she has to

results of the development
plans that are taken up by in-
the
adverse impacts on the other
countries. These conflicta
must be resclved soon if the
countries have to survive as
nations.

[t is high time that Nepal,
India, Bhutan and Bangladesh
should join hands to develop
the vast water resources of the
three river basins for the
benefit of 540 million peopie.

Let Mekong Agreement show
us the way.
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democratically elected gov-
ernment. We believe in full
transparency and there Iis
freedom of the press. We have
nothing to hide. Ia the pasi
there have been complaints of
violation of huthan rights in
the Chittagong Hill Tracts
Now we have a situation where
there are three tribal MPs
from the tracts who sit in Par

ltament on the Opposition
benches. So they now have
people te wvoice their
grievances. There is a clear
and calculated effort on the
part of some organisations to
deliberately misrepresent ihe
siluation in the Chittagong Hill
Tracts. We have 450,000 trib-

als who live there. Il there
were human rights vielations
we would have heard from
them.

@ What (s your govern-
ment's stand on the demands
of the Chakma refugees?

A: We have very clearly said
that the have nothing
to fear. We stand by our 16
point reliabilitation package. A
majority of the refugees who
have returned have been reha-
bilitated. It is true that a
handful of them have not been
able to build their homes yet.
But there are reasons. In some
cases, they opted not to and in
others, the land claimed by
them is disputed by other trib+4
als and not by séttlers. "~ '

Q: Why did Bangladesh react
the way it did when plague
broke eut im India? How can
you justify the cancellation of

_Jlights when Western countries

did not contemplate such a
move?

A: Bangladesh has a 4,000
kilometre border with India.
Unlike Western nations which
are thousands of miles away.
we have India all around us. We
had every reason to be ex-
iremely cautious. You ean say
we erred on the side of cau-
tion. But why single out
Bangladesh? Look at how the
Gulf countries, Russia and
many East Asian natiofls re-
acted? Moreover, the
Bangladesh government was .
greatly influenced by the In-
dian media. But we hope that
things will come back to nor-
mal as quickly as possible.
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[rresponsible Statements
. | Ansaruddin Ahmed i
Encomium for the spirit of { grudge if the JCD is asked by

your commentary (Daily Star

Dec 1) headlined "Competition

ol Irresponsible Statements”,
bul flaks to some of your logic.

Why did you dither about
the winner of the first Prize?
It is Sheikh Hasina all the way.
She has beaten her rival-all
ends up. |

You have upbraided Begum
Khaleda Zia for her remarks
last week that the ruling
party's student wing. the JCD,
was enough to take care of the
opposition campaign to unseat
an elected government.

Her remarks came after
menths of virulent apposition
attacks on her party as well as
her personally. Comments like
"she [Khaleda) must be kicked
out of office”, "if she doesn't
go. the Awami League knows
how to throw ber out” and "no
compromise with a corrupt
and a thief” swirled across the
air day in and day out.

What should the ruling
pariy leader do in that case?
Sleep like a wet puppy? Go te

b the opposition leader in sack-

cloth and ashes to pledge loy-
alty and do whatever Hasina

| wants her to do? | am sure’

that's not what you expect, On
the other hand, the BNP is not
known to pursue a policy of tit
for that. The failure of this
governmeiil Lo speak to the
opposition in the language they
easily understand has been ils
biggest weakness.

Why must Khaleda's com-
ments be misinterpreted as
provocative? She simply
stressed on the political power
that her student f(ollowers
wield as a bulwark against her
adversaries. Students do play a

key role in our politics. That's

the history. Why must one

" Let

its leader to defend the poli-
tics of the party?

Your argument that her ut-
terance could lead to street
violence amounts to inviting
someone to do something
which may not be up his
sleeves. You need two groups |
of people for violence. Cur-
rently the opposition is having |
a free rein on the streets with
hartals and all kinds of mea-
sures to punish people for not
allowing them to run the gov-
ernment. BNP has reined up
its own activists. They have of-
fered no resistance, chiefly be-
cause they wanted no trouble.
There is no chance of a large-
scale violence as long as this
status is maintained. Dubbin

. Khaleda's speech provocative

is itself a provocation.

Irresponsible statements?

me give you some exam-
ples: a) Hasina said the British
parliamentary delegation
which came here couple of
months ago was brought in by
the government to give it a
"good character certificate”.
(b) She, at a public rally last
September, asked the pelice
to disobey the government. (c)
She has implicated the prime
minister's children In extract-
ing political shenangans. (d)
She has threatened to cripple
the country in December.

Now, please do cite match-
ing rejoinders from the prime
minister to such sible
and provocative comments. If
you can't, then Hasina is deci-
sively the first prize winner.

However, let me repeat that
your spirit is the testament of
honest journalism your paper
has all along endeavoured to
pursue, :




