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Will This Shame
Awaken Us?

First, a most sincere pat on Unicef's back for
doing a magnificent job of keeping us informed
about the state of th of our children. Thro :
the mechanism of the annual State of the
Children report, this UN body kﬂgg the world
leaders and the public abreast of how they are
doing in looking after the children. Not only that.
it helps us, the media_ by ringing alarm bells on
critical issues, thereby triggering corrective
measufes in time.

As for us. there appears to be quite a few
alarm bells ringing. What Unicef has to say about
the state of our children is utterly shameful.
According to the internationally accepted stan-
dard of nutrition only 7 Be.r cent of desh's
children can be considered ‘to have normal
health. The rest. more than 90
derweight and stunted before the age of two due
to malnutrition. That is not all. Bangladesh has
one of the highest rates of iodine deficiency
which affects mental and physical growth of
our people. As a consequence when in most
" countries the people are %::mrin% taller, our peo-

ple are growing shorter. en there is the most
d=vasta consequence of it all. Qur people are
radually becoming less and less intelligent.
g‘nrnpan:d to the previous years there is a drop in
average 1Q of our people.

What can be more shameful for us as an inde-
pendent people? These are usually some of the
consequences of foreig:: rule or culonial exploita-
tion. But all these are happening in independent
Bangladesh. Such been our lot, and continues
to be so, simply because of lack of policy priori-
ties. Not that we did not have resources but that
we have spent these badly. Not that we did not
know what the Unicef report has brought home
to us. but that we chose to ignore it. To be fair,
much of the aberration occurred due to the long
nulitarv rule in our country, during which time
our government spent exorbitant amounts for its
own constituency. Again to give due praise where
it belongs. the present government has tried to
change some of the policy absurdities that it had
inherited. Where, however, we will fault this gov-
ernment, and do so emphatically, 'is that it failed
to bring the sense of urgency and social mobilisa-
tion that is so very necessary to tackle problems
of such immensity. It approached these massive
social problems in the usual bureaucratic style
which ended up doing too little too late.

There is really no more time for us to waste.
In fact time ran out on us quite sometime back.
et us now take these dire facts to heart, and
mobilise all our governmental and non-govern-
mental resources {o provide some basic services
to our people. lodine and basic education we can
provide to our people. Resources are there. Only
the will is missing.

Expanding Reach of Mastani

Why should doctors be lagging behind? The
politicians began using the musclemen first, in
the process some of them becoming tough guys
themselves. In the good last decade of the last
century of the second millennium the whole of
Bangladesh was slowly converting itself, in-fits
and starts. to the new religion of mastanism.
Political parties were the first to work the
alchemy of sublimating the phenomenon of the
individual muscleman into a socio-politically
meaningful and effective mastani. The other
strands of society competed hard to have a place
in the bandwagon. Came the professionals. 1n
their own good time.

But no one, in even such a setting, thought a
doctor would take to this. They have ample pa-
tients and other preys to vent their frustrations
on, hardly needing any other quarry. Teachers
had similarly their students. Nobody e ts a
teacher or a doctor to use their fisticuffs in an in-
ternecine kilkenny-cat manner, that prerogative

belonging so far to the parliamentarians of the
world.

On the Victory

per cent, are un-

Day itself, an angered doctor at
the Shishu Hospital fell upon another physician of
the same or sation. The wrathful one, seeth

with the feeling of being wronged by the other,
came with a regular entourage in a microbus, .

called out the victim and carried him away to pul-

verize him in a manner requiring serious hospital
attention.

Mastani is having ever new converts to it in all
walks of our life. Such conduct as the doctor's
does seriously undermine the image of the pro-

fessioni and the respect with which the society
ought te hold it.

Big Bright Einstein Eyes

The agency report possibly put it rightly when
quotir.g a source suggesting pop supersfar
Michael Jackson had shown interest in adding
Albert Einstein’s eyes to his collection of human
oddities. Oddities? Why should eyes, perfectly
normal eyes, be a specimen of human oddity?

Soire people thought Einstein’'s brain must
have featured some speciality that humanity
comes across only once in a millennium or two
and that belief led to preserving his brain by a
pathologist who says the idea is to research into
that one in ten billion brains. A pathologist is not
the ideal person to do 'such researching — and
upto now no neurologist is on record as showing
interest in that brain possibly because they feel
there's nothing different in that pudding-like
stuff kept in three jars in an Arkansas apartment.

The eyes case is decidedly an improvement on
that. Like his flamboyant hair, his black bright
semitic eyes attracted you first and literally fixed
you, even if you didn't know these were Albert's.

But it was the eyes that Einstein disbelieved. It-
is from his Relativity theories, specially the later
General one, that scientists were forced not to vi-
Sualise reality in order to verify it. Relativity of
time and light travelling at constant and absolute
velocity even in respect of objects moving to and
from it — or that question of how would light ap-
pear to you if you moved alongside at the same
speed — are things capitally unvisualisable,

With the coming of the quantum approach to
reality, pioneered by Max Plauck but so effectively
promoted by Einstein, things got eons far from
what eyes see or tan ever see — like the wave-
particle duality of nature or the true picture of an
electron. Eyes as such have the least reason to be
celebrated when they belong specially to physi-
cists of the order of Einstein, Heisenberg or the
lately-in-fashion Stephen Hawking. |

T HE stage is neatly set
for the World Trade
Organization (WTO) to
open its doors on January |
19956 — less than two weeks
away. Establishment of WTO
will mark the first concrete
step towards the implemen
tation of the Uruguay Round
global trade accord reached
after more than seven years of
[ractious negotiations cen
ducted under
GATT the General Agree

meril on Tariffs and Trade

WTO is emerging as the
first structured worid body de-
signed to oversee global trad-
ing norms. It will replace
GATT to which it really owes
its birth. Perhaps this is as it
should be. The Bretton Woods
conference of 1944, in setting
up an agenda for bringing
order to the world economy,
had also sought an Interna-
tional Trade Organisation
(ITO) to be established at the
same time as the International
Monetary Fund (IMF) and the
World Bank. in the event. only
a watered down version of ITO
appeared, and that too three
years later in 1947, when
GATT was set up. From its very
inception. GATT had been
viewed and treated as an ad
hoc arrangement. Some wits
had even termed GATT as the
general agreement to talk and
talk!

World Bank and the IMF
celebrated the 50th anniver-
sary of their founding this year
with a gplash. It has taken the
third pillar qf the Bretton
Woods agreement more than
50 years to come up. Yet, there
is a consolation. Some 44
countries had participated in
the Bretton Woods conlerence.
The global accord for the cre-
ation of WTO has been signed
by 124 natidms.

Ratification of the global
trade pact by signatory nations

HILE we seem to be
drifting, our future
appears incredibly un-

predictable. Our political lea-
dership find it more enter-
taining ridiculing each other
than to lead us out of the
impasse. Perhaps they cannot
overcome the crisis because it
is mostly their creation. What
led to this deadlock in the first
place? Let us have a dispas-
sionate look at that and think
of possible options of steering
out of it. Unless we find it
comforting to end up as a
paramountly dependent coun-
iry there simply has to be a
way out.

What are the minimum so-
cio-economic conditions re-
quired for parliamentary demo-
cracy to function smoothly?

l. Some amount of sound

' reproductive economic order.

2. Visibly honest and inde-
pendent judiciary.

3. lmpartial election system.

4. A free but responsible
mass communication system.

5. Stable, disciplined civil
and military bureaucracy.

6. A minimum level of edu-
cation. '

7. Matured political
haviour.

8. Willingness to share
power.

9. Bare minimum consensus
on major national issues.

{10. Uniformity within di-
versity.

Parliamentary democracy as
we see it, functions today in
West Europe is the result of
centuries of social struggle

be-

-within. Feudal system decayed
with the advent of capitalism..

Merchant class took the lead.
Parliament was established. It
wiis 1no better than ours at the
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of Ministers are due to meet today (December 19) with a programme to ratify the agreement and finalise

legislation to implement it.

is necded before WTO can get
golng The agreemeni itsell
does not contain any stipula

tion that a certain minimum
number of countries have 1o
ratify the treaty to enable the
new organisation Lo become
operational. AJl the same, it
had come 10 be recognised
that a sufficiently large number
of countries would have to rat

ify the deal to permit the new
world body to make a
meaningful start. In particular

ratification by the world's
major trading nations was
considered a must. That
implied a green signal from
the Quadrilateral Group ol
trading nations. comprising of
the United States, European
Umdon (EU), Japan and Canada
Better known as the "Quad”,
the group accounts for nearly
two-lthirds of the total world

trade.

Ratification of the glabal
trade pact by the United States
and Japan came in early De-
cember. The EU Council of
Ministers are due (o meet to-
day (December [19) with a pro-
gramme to ratify the agree-
ment and finalise legislation to
implement it. The European
Parliament is expected to ap-
prove the deal in the following
week. Canada is said to be
planning to complete the pro-
cess before December ends.
Many other countries, for in-
stance most of Southeas! Asia.
also have ratified the accord.
Only a few — Switzerland,
Cyprus, Poland and Brazil
among them — are said to have
indicated that they would find
il difficult to complete the
process of ratification by De-
cember, nat because the ac-
cord is contested but because

ol delays for other reasons
Most of the remaining couwn
tries are going ahead with
plans for ratification by the
~id of the vear Lalesl couritls
indicate that some 100 coun
tries would have had com-
pleted the national procedures
for ratification within Decemn
ber That i generally reckoned
to be more than adequate for
the WTO to start functioning
froom Jan 1 as scheduled

I'he process of ratificallon
of the Uruguay Round accord
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by the signatory countries had

not beeri smooth everywhere

Final passage of the treaty in
the US legislature had been of
crucial importance because a
negative vole would have un

ravelled the package ham

mered out through more than
seven years of tortuous global
negotiations. The world
watched the trail of ratification
of the agreement in the United
States with avid interest. Thus
it was reported that compro

mises have been made in
hringing necessary modifica

tions in the US trade laws to
make these conform to the
terms of the global accord. The
finnal deal that ensured valida

tion of the global trade pact by
the US legislature. proposes to
sel up a panel of retired Amer

ican judges to review WTO rul-
ings, permitting the United
States to pull out of the organi-

ation if the panel holds three
rulngs in a five-year period o
have been unfair. The authority
of the WTO to settle trade dis

prtes among the member
countries could thus effectively
be compromised Albeil, some
analysts maintain that the US
stipulation for ratification does
not change Lthe equation dra

maltically Every member coun

try has the right to quit the
WTO at six months notice
anyway. vhey point out All the
same. a standing US threat to

quit WTO would probably
crimp the organlzation s
agenda on dispute settlement.

In EU's case. ratification of
the Uruguay Round agreement
had been slowed down by an
Internal dispute between the
European Commission and
member states over negotiat-
ing authority The European
Court has since ruled that the
agreement gives mixed com
petence to the European
Commission and member
states. This implies ratification
of the agreement by each
meimber states before or alter
its wvalidation at the Union
level, Earlier, the EU had lo
sanction an aid package of
some $500 million to one
member state. Portugal. to
help its textile industry absorb
the shock from phasing out of
trade barriers as provided in
the global pact. Words have

gone round that Portugal
might prefer to delay ratifica
tion unless all formalities of
the aid package are settled
first. And France is said still to
have lingering qualms about
the accord Nonetheless gen
eral expectations are that all
the member states will have
compieted the process ol ratd
fication before Christmas

Pursuant to the trade |ib
eralization terms of the
lruguay Round agreement,
Japan had to open its rice
market partially to foreign im
ports. To go by the media re
ports circulating at the time
Japanese rice [armers were up
in arms against the move Well
the Japanese government an-
nounced a $60 billion financial
package prior to ratification of
the agreement, to support
partial liberalization of rice
imports and other agricultural
reforms. Elsewhere in Asia,
the world trade pact raised
waves of protests, albeit for
different reasons. in some of
the countries, such as South
Korea, the Philippines and
India. Things have been
relatively quiet in Bangladesh.

Neither does Uruguay Round
agreement ratification seem to
figure as a topic being lalked
about around here. All the
same, a foreign news agency
has recently reported the au

thorities here as saying that
ratification of the agreement in
our case does not reguire leg
islative approval. Anyway, exis
ing dispensation lets current
GATT members take up to two
years to ratify the world trade
pact even after the WTO comes
into being, and still be counted

Where are We Heading?

by Ali Ahmed Ziauddin

Our national life is yet again at crossroads. Both the camps claim they are chflmpioning the pfopk'n cause.
But never propose to consult them. Hugely organised public meetings are anything but consultation.
5

moment till the mercantile
class remained dominant in
society. Parliament virtually
turned into a rubber stamp to
legalise their plunder within
and outside respective coun-
iries in collaboration with
monarchy. Discipline., order
and smooth operation of bpur-
geoise democracy only came
about with the expansion of
industrialisation. This gradua-
tion took generations. In some
cases, more than hundred
vears. Perhaps. changed inter-
national scenaric may lessen
the period of transformation in
the developing world now-a-
days but how can we just repli-
cate it within a span of one on
two decades without having
gone through the struggling
changes in productive and so-
cial relation? ;

Present political turmoil is
an expression of intensive so-
cio-economic struggle in above
light. Good news is constant
vigilance and timely reform
may rectify anomalies in our
nascent democratic process.

Bad news is, trading class is-

dominant in both the govern-
ment and opposition. Conflict
is for power not principle.
What do we do — liquidate our-
selves? Or work out a course of
action where entrepreneurial
class will gradually emerge as
the new ruling class. Shuttling
ourselves off will not help

=
other than strengthen lawless-

ness.
A brief account of the 5th
parliament

It was born out of an elec-
tion widely recognised as im-
partial. Expectations were
high. Achievement is unfortu-
nately low. Except agreement
over the form of government.
consensus on any other major
national issue has not been
possible. Today, the pertinent
guestion is why did so many
pay so much for so little?

Out of the total vote cast,
both' BNP and AL along with
their declared and undeclared
allies fetched nearly 33 per
cent each. Numerically, BNP
captured more seats but not
enough to form the govern-
ment. Jamaat's support was
crucial. It was made possible
entirely due to a temporary
constitutional provision of in--
ducting 30 non-elected but

equally powerful women mem-

bers. So the eventual BNP gov-

ernment came about not be-

cause of popular will of the
majority but on the grounds of
technicality. While the essence
was of a minority government
visible formation was that of a
majority.

Instead of building a bridge
through consultation and con-
sensus with the mainstream
opposition, the government

displayed too much authority,
and not much wisdom. By
brute majority perhaps gov-
ernment is possible, but not
good governance. Ridiculing
and snubbing the opposition at
every moment may be very
tempting. but not a very wise
political behaviour. Present po-
litical wuncertainty stems
largely fromn BNP's continuous
failure to realise above men-

tioned age-old unwritten but
manduatory parliamentary

norrs in spirit.

Sadly, the story doesn’t end
here. The opposition by and
large proved irresponsible and
to some extent irrelevant. It
seems their one and only
agenda is to make BNP's gov-
ernance uneasy at any cost. To
top it all. occasional utterly
ridiculous outbursts by the
leader of the opposition keeps
one wondering her maturity to
provide leadership.

Qur national life is yet again
at crossroads. Both the camps
claim they are championing

the people's cause. But never '

propose to consult them.
Hugely organised public meet-
ings are anything but consulta-
tion. When rampant plunder is
the general order, autocratic
administration at political and
economic managerial level is
the only natural outcome. Both
the camps are infested with

this disease. Thats why they
are scared to take the people
into confidence. Rather, they
feels comfortable at intrigues
and deals under the table.
When that too seems a distant
possibility., prospects of slidirig
towards another Rawanda
looms large in the horizon.

Outwardly, acceptance or
non-acceptance of a caretaker
government is a prestige issue
for both sides. Prestige, indeed
has a lot to do with image. And
image is a very important ele-
ment in any type of partisan
politics. So it simply has to be
addressed seriously. Let us
then consider probable op-
tions.

Options

1. While the concept of a
caretaker government with the
prime minister is rejected by
the opposition, the party in
position dare not accept it
without her. For the moment it
is difficult to imagine any tan-
gible development towards a
non-partisan caretaker gov-
ernment through dialogue.

2. A national government
with proportionate representa-
tion from the existing parlia-
ment is conceivable but hardly
feasible given the present deep
mistrust among the contend-
ing parties.

3. The President can inter-
vene with his emergency pow-

World Trade Organization Ready to Take Off

18 founder members of
neew OTrgarzation
& 5 5 8 5 2 8 85 8 B

C RAFTED over a period
of more than seven
years, the Uruguay Ro-
Lund package has been billed as

the most ambitious bid ever to

free world trade of barriers.

The avowed objective of the

global accord is to introduce a
rifle-based system that enables

worldd's trading nations to

compete [reely Higher the
competitivenesas o an

economy. the better placed U
would be 0o benefit from the
new trade order And the WTO
will be there to see that the
competing nations observe
work! trading rules. A smooth
functioning of its new dispute
settleipent procedure will be
ol crucial importance te the
WTO. GATT also had a dispute
settlement procedure. How-
ever, a country against which a
complaint was made had the
right to veto against the
decision of a GATT trade
dispute panel In the new WTO
dispiite settlement procedure,
panel decisions. once taken.
can only be blocked by
unanimity. In short, the WTO
is designed to elimipate the
power of any one couniry Lo
block an adverse trade ruling

Considered in this perspec-
tive, the apparent willingnéss
of the world's most powerful
irading nation teo quit WTO
rather than abide by all its de-
cisions. can only be viewed as
disconcerting. R is also evi-
dent that the world's major
irading nations will retain
their arsenal of trade weapons
for unilateral retaliatory action
against others and against one
another. All of these surely are
not positive signs ol a truly
multilateral trading system
emerging under the aegis of
the new World Trade Organiza-
tion

the

ers to form a cabinet in order
to hold elections. The fact that
he is elected on BNP's ticket
could make the opposition re-
luctant to accommodate to his
measures. Moreover, it is sure
to disrupt the ongoing demo-
cratic process.

4. In view of considerable
snags over the above options it
is only natural to seek the
opinion of the people. Since
both the confronting camps
are supposedly acting on behalf

of the people so let the people
decide whether they want next

general election under a non-
partisan caretaker government
or the existing elected one.

Referendum can be held. It
will save humiliation of capitu-
lating to each others demand
through either dialogue or agi-
tation. Ih democracy one sim-
ply has to accede to people's
verdict. The election commis-
sion can be separated from the
executive. It will conduct the
referendum. The government
by remaining neutral can only
gain. The electorate can regain
confidence over its ability to
hold fare elections in future. In
case they loose, there is no
disgrace in bowing to the ma-
jorities’ wish. Rather, it is a
dignified way of accepting de-
feat. Moreover, they get a
chance to prove their serious
intent of resolving the crises.

The opposition will have an
opportunity to seek mandate
from the people over an issue
they claim to be a national de-
mand. Finally, it is the country
that gains most.

The writer is a development
worker with more than two
decades of experience.
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Sir. Every morning I wake up
to the metalic sound of ham-

mering steelbars. This gather
monotonous symphony is cre-
ated by Jabourers working on
the building site next door. As a
civil engineer 1 do like hectic
building activities, but my heart
is bleeding, knowing that every
stroke from the sledgehammer
makes contribution to weaken-
ing of the steelbars. The quality
of the building construction is
accordingly reduced.

| know this is "the normal
procedure inBangladesh”, but
believe me or not, this "normal
procedure” gives a loss of mil-
lions of Taka every year in
terms of reduced load capacity.
The systematic strokes from
‘heavy sledgehammers lead to
micro cracks in the crystalline
structure ol the steel.

[ also know that the purpose
of the hammering is Lo
straighten the bars, coming
bended and twisted from the
supplier. But bearing in mind
that the bars play an important
role as reinforcement, making
concrete to a suitable loadbear-
ing construction material, this
"procedure” should be strictly
forbidden. And so it is in my
hoine country.

The consequence of this way
of handling steelbars, is one of
two alternatives:

1. Taking into consideration
the loss of capacity, the consul-
tants have to increase the quan-
tity of reinforcement to compen-
sate for the loss. It means
higher cost (i e waste of money).

2. Neglecting the loss of ca-
pacity, the construction will

have less security against col-
lapse than specified in the
standards for design and calcu-
lation. The outcome will be a
higher rate of frequently col-
lapses (again waste of money).

I kindly request my col-
leagues, consultants within
civil-engineering, to pay some
attention to this issue. Maybe
some specifications in tender
documents should be made
concerning proper handling of
reinforcement. Production of
standard lengths not more than
eight meter and keeping the
bars in straight lengths, would
make transport, storage and
handling easier, moreover en-
sure better quality and security
of the concrete constructions.

Helge Dieset,
a _foreigner

‘No more hartal
please’

Sir, | thank Mr Hanif Rah-
man for his letter appreciating
my write-up published in your
paper. 1 would also like to
thank him for reminding us
that we sometimes become
captives in the hands of mas-
tans and hoodlums who are
used by the politicians to
snaich our fundamental rights
to vote. Yes, voting-right is our
fundamental right like our
right to live, right to eat etc
and we ourselves are respon-
sible to see that our rights are
obtained and exercised prop-
erly and justly.

| have in my earlier write-
up cited example of 1954,
1970 and - 1990 electipns
where majority’s wishes have

been reflecled in choosing the
representatives to the Parlia-
ment and | personally think
that in any area where majority
wants to vote for some par-
ticular candidate, any power-
ful minority and even go-
ernment officials 'cannot
prevent it. I agree that some-
times political parties arrange
false votes. Even political ac-
tivists with the help of hired
‘mastans’ tried to force the
voters from entering into the
election booth. That may hap-
pen even in a election con-

ducted under a caretaker gov-
ernment if we, the voters and
the citizens are not strong and
careful enough to resist it. The
answer is given by Mr Hanif
Rahman himself when he says
that we the voters have to be
conscious and vigilant over our
rights and should collectively

- protect our rights. My experi-

ence says that political parties
sometimes arrange false votes

for two sections of voters —

educated rich and illiterate

poor. The rich class often do
not bother or are hesitant to

go to vote and the other sec-

tion cares little to go to vote'
until and unless some political

parties arrange to bring them

to the polling booth as they, in

most cases, do not understand

the efficacy and importance of
their voting rights. Also many

of their names in the voter-

lists and their father's name

either are not enrolled or

spelled wrongly which helps

the political party-workers

giving false vote.

So in my opinion the edu-
cated class would have to be
mere responsible in conduect-
ing a free and fair election and

- L g

change Lhe atmosphere. We
will have to act soon. Generally
we only talk but do not act
properly.

]

Here, 1 would like to men-
tion again that most of us do
not like the idea of hartal as a
means of showing our disap-
proval as it hampers our eco-
nomic growth and curtail our
fundamental rights. But have
we ever collectively tried to
reach the opposition parties
to lodge protest or to make
them understand that we want
them to other ways to find out
protest in a democratic man-
ner? Most political parties, I
believe. want public support
for and approval of their activi-
ties. Whenever they would feel
that the majority do not like
hartal they would refrain from
calling hartal so frequently and
find alternative ways for mate-
rialising their demand. Our
ways to show our disapproval
collectively is to make our
politicians understand that
whatever they do should re-
flect people's wishes. For this
people should also keep a
watch.

We should always remember
what Lord Acton said "constant
vigilance is the price of lib-
erty..

Munira Khart
Green Road, Dhaka

An appeal

Sir, We are grateful to the
opposttion parties for reducing
the tigne of hartal announced
for December 7 and B, to one
and half days with a break from
bpm w 10pm on December 7

This proves that our political
parties are not oblivious to the
sufferings of the people caused
due to the call of hartal as a
political protest.

' As hartals interalia disrupt
our communication with for-
eign countries and adversely
affect our international trade

‘and commerce, we appeal that

as a4 maller ol policy hartals
when needed may be called on
Saturday or Sunday or on both
the days considering the fact
that most of the developed
countries observe Saturday and
Sunday as weekly holidays. Our
observance of Friday as weekly
holiday has resulted in disloca-
tion of our foreign dealings for
three days in a week.

[f hartals are called on
Saturdays or Sundays then this
dislocation will not aggravate
further. This will also enable
the people to avoid fixing so-
cial functions on Saturdays or
Sundays. The f[oreigners who
observe weekly holidays on
Saturdays and Sundays even in
our country shall get least dis-

turbed. We hope our political

parties will consider this ap-
peal seriously.

A A G Kabir
Dheakec

"Bravo Mahathir..."

Sir. | have learnt, thru your
columms. about the courageous
and honest statements of
Mahathir Mohammad. the hon-
‘ble Prime Minister of Malaysia
delivered in a keynote address
to the International Conference
on human rights recently held
in Ki. 1 hail his role as a vocal

critic of western hegemony —
dual standard and hypocrisy.

I am as well distressed and
totilly frustrated for the unu-
sual silence of the middle-
eastern capitalists over the sys-
ternatic annihilation of Bosnians
Muslims and for their shame-
less cooperation with the West.
| wonder if these [riends ol the
West care in any way for the re-
gard of human rights?

'As rightly said by the hon'ble
Mahathir "record of the demo-
cratic governments of the West
is not very inspiring”. Their
standard of human rights vary
from place to place or people to
people. depending on their in-
terests.

This is high time that
the Asian Leaders condemn the
double standards ol the West
and devise their values of hu-
man rights. And | believe it's
pur turn now lo organize our
"Amnesty [International) Asian’

In another section ol the
news | have read about the US
concern for the trial of Kurdish
MPs in Turkey -—— another in-
stance of US hypocrisy while
they alongwith their henchmen
seemed unconcerned of the
Bosnian massacre.

I condemn the atrocities that
are being carried out on inno-
cent Bosnian population and
indifference of the West and the
UN controlled by them. And as
such | want to voice. as Lhe
voice of the repressed Third
World countries, to start
thinking seriously of establish-
ing a UN for the Asians.

A F Ratvman
Mcika



