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wreath at the National Memorial at Slvpr Friday.

10 killed, 30 hurt in |

2 road accidents

Ten people were killed and
30  injured In two separate
accidents across the country in

iwo days. report agencies.

On Thursday night. six peo- /

ple were killed and 10 injured
wherr a Khulna-bound night
coach hit a truck parked at
Tepra bus stand in Shibalaya
o Dhaka-Aricha highway.

Witnesses said the coach
Diganta' hit the onion-laden
iruck which stopped at the
spot for repair works on its
way to Dhaka:

Omion traders Jaher Ali, 26,
s brother Fazlul Haq 32. and
their brother-in-law Bazlu, 25,
vl Chardiar village in Daulatpur
thana of Kushtia district and
Faker Ali Mandoi. 50 of the
sdime area. who were travelling
tiv Dhaka by the truck, died on
the spot

l'wo passengers of the
coach were killed in the acci-
dent. One of them were iden-
tified as  Syed Zafar, 24. of
tiorstand road in Koilwali
thana of Barisal district.
identity of another victim aged
sbout 60 ceuld not be known,

The injured were admitted
o Dhaka Medical College
Hospital. Pongu Hospital and
Manikganj Sadar Hospital.

Police seized the bus and
the truck. but the coach driver
escaped,. The bodies were sent

1o Manikganj Sﬂdar Hospital
ITOrEUe.

In Jamalpur, the bus plunge
death toll has risen to four
with the recovery of two mére
bodies yesterday.

Jamalpur Sadar Hospital
sources told BSS over tele-
phone last night that two bod-
ies were recovered from inside
the tll-fated bus which was sal-
vaged yesterday.

The hodies, yet unidenti-
lird, were sent to the morgue.

The accident took place on
the Jamalpur-Madarganj road
when the over-loaded bus [ell
into a flve metres (about 20
feet] deep pond as its driver
lost contirol over the wvehicle
while faking a turn.

One person died on the
spot while another succumbed
to his injuries on way to hospi-
tal. Twenty other injured per-*

sons were admitted to the

sadar hospital.

45 shops gutted
in Jinjira

By Btaft Correspondent

A devastating fire in the
Bashpotti area of Jinjira in
Keraniganj thana Friday morn-
ing gutted 45 shops.

Acrording to fire service
sources, the blaze that broke

out at about 1 1 am was brought
under controt in half an hour's

Death of newborn
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baby was found alive in Lhe
morgue the next morning. The
hahbyv was again brought (o the
hospital where the baby died
Monday morning.

Following the incident. the
DMCH authorities and the
Health and Family Welfare
Ministry formed two enquiry
committees but they are yet (o
file their report.

According to a source, the
probe body formed by the min-
istry lailed to submit its report
Thursday due to 'personal rea-
sons’ of the director of the
DMCH who is also a member of
the comimHilee.

A Joint Secretary of the
Ministry, M Azizur Rahman
told The Daily Star, "We've
done our job. Now it is just a
matier of compiling and sub-
mitting the report.”

White House
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the vrassy Ellipse behind the
White House. No suspect was
in custody and no one was in-
jured, agents said.

The one bullet that has
been recovered landed on the
ground "near the South Portico
of the White House.” said Se-
cret Service spokesman Eric
Hdrniachft:gcr

‘It doesn't appear to have
impacted the building as it ran
out of gas before it got there."
said Secret Service spokesman
Carl Meyer.

Doctor beaten
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‘allow him on the ground that
the was not a hospital staff.

Later. the honorary doctor.
along with his accomplices.
allegedly went to the hospital
quarters Dy. a microbus,
called Dr Enayet out of his flat.
took him to a nearby play-
ground and beat him up mr:r-:i-
lessly.

When the attackers tried to
take the unconscious body of
Dr Enayet to the microbus,
some employees of the Shishu
Hospital drove them away. Dr
Enayet was later taken to the
Dhaka Medical College Hos-
pital.

in protest, the doctors and
employees of the Shigshu Hos-
pital vesterday observed a two-
hour strike.

The doctors coneerned
could: not be contacted [or
their comments.
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3 killed 1n
city incidents
By DMCH Correspondent

A girl committed suicide
and two others were killed in
separate incidents in the city
Friclay.

Asma, 14, daughter of
Shamsul Haqg of 53/3 Hossain-
uddin Lane. Nababganj report-
edly committed suicide by
hanging herself from the eeil-
ing. of her room following an
altercation with her elder
brother over viewing TV at 4
pm Friday. After the alterca-
tion Asma went to her room.
locked it and killed hersell.

The police recovered the
body which was later taken to
the Dhaka Medical College
Hospital (DMCH).

An operator of Leader Knit-
work Garments Nurjahan, 20,
was killed when an autorick-
shaw ran -over' her near the
Sheorapara bus stand on Fri-
day. Nurjahan. who lives in the
Agargaon Taltola slums, was
taken to the DMCH where the
doctors declared her dead.
The police detained the
“mishuk™ driver along with his
vehicle.

Afzal Hossain, 60, of
Satkhira was mysterionsly
found dead at a residential ho-
tel’at Siddigbazar Friday. Afzal
came to Dhaka to appear in a
case at the Supreme Court. At
2 pm, his lawyer, Abul Kalam
Arzad came to his hotel room
and found Afzal unconscious.
The lawver immediately -took
him (o the DMCH where the
doctors declared him dead.

Hurd's visit
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entire gamut of bilateral rela-
tions as well as regional and
international issues of commdh
concern.

They are expected t;u dis-
cuss issues concerning politi-
cal, economic and other fields
in the backdrop of a changed
global scehario.

During the visit, Hurd is
likely to meet with Prime
Minister Begum Khaleda Zia
and other ministers.

Britain has been providing
assistance to Bangladesh for
implementing projects m &if--
ferent fields, including rural
develepment, agriculture,
healthcare and family planning.
Bangladesh is the second

largest recipient of Brltiuh aid
after India.
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Hasina firm to.
pull down govt

Opposition leader Sheikh
Hasina yesterday reaffirmed
lver determination te pull
down what she called auto-
cratic rnment and secure
the people's right to voteé and
food through agitation, reports
UNB.

"Without agitation right to
vote and foed will not be estab-
lished ... We will realise the
people’s demand for polls un-
der a.caretaker government at
any cost,” Hasina told a discus-
sion meeting at her party of-
fice premises in the afternoon.

Dhaka city AL President and
Mayor Mohammad Hanif
presided over the meeting, or-
ganised in celebiation of the
Victory Day.

Hasina said a caretaker gov-
ernment was sought for ensur-
ing peaceful transfer of power
through ballot. "But free and
impartial voting will not Qe en-
sured until one gives up the
lascination for thé chair.”

Sepoy Ism_ai“ll’s
janaza held -

The namaz-e-janaza ol the
late Sepoy Md lsmail Hossain

was held at the Dhaka

Cantonment Central mosgue in

the city vesterday. reports BSS.

His body was brought back
hoe from Zagrebh Friday.

Clinton shocked

I INB adds: President Clinton
has expressed deep shock at
the killing of a Bangladeshi
soldier at Bihac in Bosnia-
Herzedgovina in Serbian attack,

Speaker
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Deputy Leader of the Oppo-
sition in Parliament Abdus
Samad Azad yesterday. But,
Awami League sources did not
confirm holding of any such
meeting betweéen them. Both
Shaikh Razzak Ali and Abdus
Samad Azad were not available
for comment. .

"~ When contacted, Rashed
Khan Menon confirmed his
meeting with the Speaker and
said that he reiterated Left
Front's stand on holding elec-
tions under a caretaker gov-
headed by the
President. The Speaker, how-
ever, proposed again resump-
tion of talks from where the
Commonwealth emissary Sir
Ninian Stephen ended.
Meanwhile, the draft of

| Sheikh Hasina's reply to the’
fax message of Commonwealth

Secretary General Emeka
Anyaoku has been prepared
and is likely to be despatched
soon, AL sources said last
night.

"It was mentioned in the
reply that the Opposition is
réady to resume talks only if
the ruling party saccepts the
concept of caretaker govern-
ment and agrees to amend the
Constitution accordingly,” said
the sources.

Hasina

From Page 1 Col 8

1 ernment to accepl its demand

lor national polls under a non-
party caretaker administration.
The Opposition pdﬂ.]EE had al-

ready announced they would

resignr from Parliament on

December 28 if the demand

was not accepted.

Earlier. on . Thursday.
Hasina started sending her
furniture and household effects
from the Minto Road house to
the Dhanmondi house.

Hasina's move to quit the
official residence is reportedly
part of her decision not to avail
of government lacilities after
resigning from Parliament,

Oil exploration
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serves in the Bay of Bengal
near Cox's Bazar-Sandwip by
the Cairn Ple of Scotland and
the Holland Sea Search of the

' . Netherlands may begin by the
"] end of this month. .

Some preliminary studies
by these foreign companies
have already staited and they
have received clearance for
bringing survey ships and nec-
essary equipment, a Petro-

bangla source said.

From Page | Col 5

(BNP), also placed wreath at
the mazar of party founder late
president Ziaur Rahman at Zia
Liddyan in the capital.

Leader of the Opposition in
Parliament and Awami League
Chief Sheikh Hasina along with
her party colleagues placed
wreath at the memorial.

She also garlanded the por-
trait of Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman at his Dhan-
mondi residence.

One of the day's aura-:-tinn
was a colourful children’s rally
at the national stadium in
Dhaka. Begum Zia, witnessed
the rally and took salute. '

The day was a public holi-

Radio Bangladesh and
Bangladesh Television put up
special programmes while na-
tional dailies brought out spe-
ctal supplements highlighting
the significance of the Day.

Tens of thousands of pegple
came out on the sireets to take
part in the Victory Day cele-

From Page 1 Col 7

all. They also wanted demo-
cracy which would provide the
people’'s representative go-
vernment for the welfare of
the people.

Reminding the children

. that they are the future leaders
of the country. she asked them
lo prepare themselves for
competition at international
level in different fields, inclyd-
ing science, literature, culture
-and sports.

More than 5.000 children
and youths drawn from over 45
schools and juvenile institu-
tions in different parts of the
country participated in the pa-
rade.

The march past was [ol-
lowed by dance and physical
display by the children. includ-
ing students of the Bhara-
teshwari Homes, Jamalpur Al-
Amin Orphanage, Bangladesh
Rifles School " and College,

. Agrani Children-Youth Organi-
sation and a group of tribals.

- Noted vocalist Sabina Yas-
min aboard. a colourfully deco-

-| rated vehicle enchanted the
patriotic song

audience with
while girls of the Vigarunnesa
School and Kendrio Kenchi
Kanchar Mela put up display of
different sceneries.

Ministers, MPs. elite of the
city and senior officials also
witnessed the rally.

Earlier. on arrival at the
venue, Begum Zia was received
by Home Minister Abdul Matin

&

bratioris as procegsions, beat-
ing drums and waving colour-
ful banners, placards and fe
stons paraded the streets.

The capital wore a festive
ook with the main streets
and trafffe islands decorated
with the national flags. ‘

Colourful gates- .were
erected in different parts of
the city while important public

buildings were illuminated in °

the evening.

Improved diét was served at
the hospitals, jails, orphanages
and children’'s homes.

Special prayers were of-
fered at all the places of wor-
ship seeking divine blessings
for the continued peace and
progress of the count

Army. Navy and Air Force.
Bangladesh Rifles, Police and
Ansar-VDP played bands at im-

- portant places in the capital

while naval vessels remained
open to members of the public
on the day at Sadarghat, Chit-
tagong, Narayanganj and
Barisal IWTA terminal.

PM opens ra]ly

Chowdhury and Deputy Co-

mmissioner of Dhaka Moha-
nmmad Abu Solaiman Chow-
dhury.

Another report from Bogra
adds: Begum Zia Saturday
asked the students to take ed-
ucation das their main mission
to prepare themselves for fu-
turé leadership of the nation.

“There is no other way than
education to face the global
coppetition in knowledge,
science,
ture,” she told them.

The Prime Minister was
addressing a funection arranged
on the occasion of awarding
Shaheed Ziaur Rahman
Memorial Scholarship 1994 to
meritorious students of Bogra
" district.

Some 60 top students* who -

passed the-Secondary School
Certificate (SSC) exdmination
this year, received the scholar-
-ship — cash and a crest — from
the Prime Minister,

Nepal'é communist
govt loses
Speaker's seat

KATHMANDU, Dec 17: The
Nepali Congress [NC) party to-
day won the influential
Speaker's seat in parliament
with a clear majority over the
rnding Communist Party's can-

. didate, parliamentary sources
sa]cl reports ﬂFP

literature and cul- .
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Market capitalisation during
that wegk also fell- from Tk
4.240 crore at the opening of
the week to Tk 4065 crore on
Thursday last and it stood at
Tk 4060.86 crore at the end of
trading yesterday:.

DSE officials said that lhf'
present decline was a tempo-
rary phenomenon and at-
tributed the slow pace of
transactions to the availability
of a large volume of primary
shares in the market and also

the year end.
"The transactions usually
remain low during the end of
the year, when the investors
- remain comparatively less ac-
tive as they have to balance
their books.” said one DSE
broker. "The market will con-
Hinue to remain weak upto the
first week of January."
Presently, there are three
primary issues in the market
with shares worth Tk 24
crore, which are perhaps
pulling some of the investors
away from the secondary mnar-

FFs call off
hunger strike

By Staff Cnrrespﬂﬂdent

The disabled freedom fight-
ers yesierday postponed Lheir
" decision of fast unto death’
‘programme following a request
by Awami League chief Sheikh
Hasina who visited them at the
Swadhinata Bhaban premises
| at Motijlieel in the eity,

to the usual slowdown during -

DSE transactmms declme

_ket, he added.

"The three primary issues

arc: Square Pharmaceuticals -

with shares worth Tk 18
crore, Mag Paper Industries
Tk three crore and central'in-
surance with shares of Tk
three crore.

Markel operators pointed
out that another reason the
market  remained dull is the
absence of any foreign institu-

- tional investors over the past
- week or so.

“The market capitalisation at . |

the DSE crossed the one bil-

* lion US dollar threshold ear-
lier on Novémber .19, buoyed

by some 170 million dollars in

foreign investments during the

past year. On November 30,

the market capitalisation stood

at Tk 4,296 crore while the
share price index was at a high
of 892.45.

SAARC chamber
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Wajlullah and AKM Sham-

suddoha who are also members |

of the regional trade body's ex-
ecutive committee.
The SCCI meeting will be

followed by a regional seminar |

on SAPTA which is the last of a
series of seminars on the same
subject.

L%

-

Delegates from other
SAARC countries — India;, Pak-
Istan, host Nepal, the Mal-
dives, 5¢i Lanka and Bhutan —

will take part in the seminar

and the executive commiiiee
meeting.
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Awanu l..engue chief and Leader of the Gppamtmn in Parimmlnt Shﬂkh Hasina and senior
party leaders laying wreath at the National Memnml at Savar Friday.

Fanfare, fresh pledge on V-Day

~ Star photo

" In all einema halls. docu-
mentary films were screened
- for the children to mark the

BNP and Awami League
brought out separate proces-
sions in the city.

In the evening, President
Abdur Rahman Biswas and Be-
gum Hosne Ara Biswas hosted
a reception at th{: Bangabha-
ban.

Prime Minister DBegum
Khaleda Zia, Speaker Shaikh
Razzaq Ali, ministers, MPs, po-
litical leaders, diplomats,
judges. lawyers. freedom
fighters, chiefs of the ‘three
services, high civil and mili-
tary officials and elite of the
city were present.

Reports of observance of
the Victory Day in a befitting
manner ‘were also received
from Chittagong. Khulna. Ra-
f{shahi, Barisal, Sylhet, My-
mensingh, Dinajpur, Rangpur,
Jessore, Pabna, Bogra, Tangail,
Patuakhali, and other districts.

V- Day programmes
cancelled in
Khalishpur

From Our Correspondent

KHULNA, Dec 17: ‘All Vic-
tory Day programimes Wwere
cancelled at Khalishpur*Indus-
trial belt in protest against the
killing of Shajahan Sarder, 23,
a casual worker of Platinum
Jubilee Jute Mills in an armed
clash on Thursday midnight.

According to police, the

- fierce clash began on Thursday
night between two groups of
PJJM workers in which hand °
bombs and machetes were
used indiscriminately killing
Shajahan Ali and injuring live

others.
Moni
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dialogue Moni said, "It will be a
matter of pride for the nation
if the Speaker's efforts result
in resolution of lhe present

deadlock”. He alsq requested

all Members of Parliament to
cooperate with the Speaker in
his . initiative which, he said,
might bring the two top lead-
ers together for talks.

Moni criticised the Co-
mmonwealth envoy's involve-
ment in domestic politieal

| .issues and said, "Let's prove we

ourselves can resolve our
problems”. '

DU teachers
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the Arts Faculty building yes-
terday morning, according to

| eye witnesses.

~ The students brought out a

prncesémn on the campus yes-
lerday morning to protest the
decision of the university au-
thorities and chanted slogans
saying that examinations could
not' be held during the
Ramaclan. -

The students alsg de-
manded thal incourse exaini-
nations of some.departments
were yet to be completed.

The university authorities in
a press release yesterday said
that the examinations will be-
gin as per schedule.

The Vice Chancellor PFrof
Emajuddin Ahmed met Lhe
Deans, Chairmen and senior
teachers of different . depart-
ments to discuss the matter
yesterday.

But the authorities have
planoed to change some tim-
ings of the examinations
scheduled for thé meonth of
Ramadan.

UNB adds: A welcome

move, an the other hand, came
from the Honours and Masters
examinees of Mass Commu-
nieation and Journalism De
partment. They submitted an
application to Lheir Chairman
demanding that the exa-
minations be held as per
schedule.
» "We don't want our aca-
demic lifée to be lengthenéd
and our future spoilt hcing
stuck up In session jam.” said
ome of them after submitting
| the petition yesterday mormn.
Ang.

‘Meéanwhile, the students at
a rally at the TSC roadcrossing
criticised the university au-
thorities.
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{ Sangskntik Jote Friday.
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Placang ol wreuths at the National ML morial dt Savm on the
occasion of Victory Day Friday: (From top) President Abdur
Rahman Biswas, Dhaka University,
the Liberation War, Bangla Academy, Jatiya Party,
Demacrat e Frnnt and thﬂ 1‘?qu],].'a.f;ﬂ!.';‘-.l.lr.l Academr — Star pw
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