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Forest Policy

On Thursday the covmtry got a new forest pol-
icy. On the f:ce ol it, it looks comprehensive
enough. touching o1 many of the endemic prob-
lems facing the forest sector. Under a 20-year
master plan for affo: ‘estation, the country can re-

ally im its reco rds on this basic element of
ph environmen t. it is an ambitious goal the
ﬂcy has set for ¢iccomplishing. It seeks to

20 per cent of the country’s land area un-
der forest cover — both private and public — by
the year 2015. Even.rnore importantly, half of the
forest land will be set aside for conservation.

The accomplishment of such a challenging goal
over a of 20 years means that the process
will have to reach its culmination through an un-
failing fulfilment of ye:arly, maybe, three-yearly or
five-vearly targets d in advance. There is no
short-cut in the task of ng trees or develop-
ing forest lands. The inaiplication is that the coun-
try will have to conserve more forest areas as it

ws more of these. F'orest cover constitutes no
more than eight to nine per cent of the country's
land area, and yet thie forest department has
great difficulty conserving much of it.

Conservation alone will be a daunting
so much of forest land. Now add to this the rapid
growth of population. Currently, two-thirds of the
country's total land area are under cultivation
while the remainder is: used up Ig roads, rail-
wavs. human abodes and forests. Currently, the
per head availability of land is only one-fifth of an
acre. By the year 2015, the ﬁopulatlun is ex-
pected to more than double. More land will be
needed as living spaces for such a huge popula-
tion. So the natural question is, where 1 the
land come from to undertake such @ massive af-
forestation programme?

Well, the accreted coastal lands, fallow areas
and denuded hills can be obtained for the pur-
pose but the gains could be substantially offset by
the increasing demand for residential land. But
even from such a desperate situation we can do
ennough to expand the tres cover by maximising
the use of whatever spare land we have, if the
plan is intensively, me ically and meticulously
implemented. |

Different Non-Government Organisations
(NGOs) have proved that the future of any af-.
forestation programme lies in the hands of the
poor. Their act.ivedpartj{:ipatinn threugh benefit-
sharing has proved to be a success. The govern-
ment seems to have taken a cue from the NGOs.
Let the poor benefit from social forestry which
has a %rﬁat potential to secure the environmental
future for the nation.

Power Sho

Energy Minister Dr Khandaker- Mosharraf
Hossain has placed all the cards on the table
about the dilemma in the power sector. What lit-
tle he seems to have kept close to his chest how-
ever falls on us to say with a bit of professional re-

'-h_

task with

sponsibility. He said at a seminar on Power Sector

Reform and its Effect in National Economy two
days back that an additional 2300 megawatt
would have to be generated at an astronomical
cost of Tk 7,300 crore to_level off with the accu-

mulated -demand of electricity in 2000 AD. Our

present generation capacity is 1900 megawatt.

The long-term demand projection is appar-
ently based on the current rate of suppressed
demand, a demand that is going unmet in terms
of individual craving and perhaps with an eye to
the requirement of the service and industrial sec-
tors. Should there be a flaw in the demand
assessment we shall be without one of the basie
tools for economic take-off which is stror.g.y
predicted to happen by 2000 AD, of course, other
things remaining the same. Our per capita con-
sumption of electricity being the lowest in the
region — 83 kilowatt per hour — way behind even
the second lowest Sri Lanka's 196 kilowatt, the
concept of 'suppressed demand’ needs to be ex-
tended to include the whole range of potential
economic demand for the next six years.

While the system loss must be plugged for its
own sake, the money we can save from this area
does look like a peanut before the Tk 7,300 crore
investment we need to meet our demand for
electrical power till 2000 AD. A ten.per cent
drop in the system loss is going to save us Tk 160
crore per year. At this rate, given the present to-
tal figure of system loss at 34.82 per cent we
shall saving at the most Tk 760 crore by com-

pletely stopping it. Since some percentage of loss

is unavoidable, even that sum cannot be scraped.
The answers therefore lie in associating the
private sector with the task as a commercial

proposition and developing the alternative

sources of energy, such as, bio-gas and solar

wer. Let's also start the process.of involving
ndia and Nepal in soeme regional hydel power
projects. :

] . |
Somalian Quicksand
President Clinton has sent his troops to
Somalia again. The US mission, this time around,

is to ensure a safe demobilisation of the UN

peace-keeping troops from Somalia by March
next year. Both in terms of the coming and going
of troops and the prevailing situation in that
country the vision that is conjured up is one of
going back to square one in Somalia, if not worse.

When as many as 30 US soldiers died in a hate-
ful vendetta, an earlier US mission in Som was
wrapped up in the face of a tremendous pressure
of public opinion in the USA. The US comman-
ders left the unfinished job to the UN peace-
keeping force which gained in troops strength
subsequently to make for a presence of 15,000
men on the ground. Bangladeshi, Indian,
Pakistani and Egyptian contingents are in it. The
US leadership is now doing a good turn to the UN
force and the national contingents in it by decid-
ing to be by their side on the front-line of action
in Somalia. : |

By the very admission of the UN representative
in Somalia, the counfry is in the throes of a
bl point is the UN peace-keep-

oody civil war, The
ers go to a trouble-spot not to fight but to keep
peace. Maintenance of law and order and imple-
mentation of a political agenda for local reconcili-
ation must go hand in hand in a UN peace-keep-
ing operation. Was the mandate adequate for a
synchronisation of the two roles in Somalia? The
Bosnian retreat, and now the Somalian tangle,
should: help us devise ways and means to ensure
completion of UN peace-keéeping missions.
Retreat does not get a good name for the world

body.
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N certain quarters there

is some confusion aboul

whit foreign policy is all
about. To them. it is still con
cerned with arms race. ideo-
logical rivalry. a policy of con
frontation and confllict flor
gaining foreign leérritory
resources or sheer supremacy
over rival nations. Dictators.
military juntas or even small
ruling clites are seen as the
main actors in the play. Their
aim is to promote selfish and
narrowly conceived group or
partisan interest oblivious of
the welfare gr ihe views of the
commonman. Intrigues, be
trayals playing one side against
the other under cover of
complete secrec¢y are believed
to be the tools used in the
drama.

This no doubt is an utterly
disiorted idea about the objec-
tives as well as the operational
methods of diplomacy. It is
true that at certain times and
in some countries things used
to be that way. But we have
moved a long way from Lhat
position. Many factors have
contributed to this change.

The emergence of the subju-
gated nations of Asia, Alrica
and Latin America to indepen-
dence after the Second World
Wat. spread of democracy and
education, spectacular im-
provements in the .means of
communications may be men-

~ The Spirit of Liberation War Still

A ember as victory day. a
question naturally aris-
es where we have come now
since that day of 1971. On this
twenty-third anniversary, of
emergence of sovereign and
independent Bangladesh
through a nine month-long
bloody struggle Three million
people laid their lives to
liberate the country frem the
domination and occupation of
Pakistani forces.Whal was the
driving force behind in facing
the enemy undaunted, and
embracing death, tll liberation
of this soil. The Savar
National Mausoleum
epitomizes the victory,
sacrifices of the Martyrs and
untold suffering of women
talk. Can't we behold in our
mind's eye the events for a
while and takes a reading from
history? National Indepen-
uence, economic emancipa-
tion and international co-oper-
ation on equal footing were the
spirit,

A [ew milestones from last
hall a century: The people of
this country always raised
heroic struggle. against the
Brigish Raj for freedom and did
not hesitate to sacrifice their
lives. In the (opsyturvy course
of political movements in In-
dia, under the British policy of
divide and rule,” the people of
this part of subcontinent felt
that their'emancipation lied in
their support tp = Muslim
League demanding Pakistan on
the basis of 'Two-Nation The-
ory,' in the mid 40s. Pakistan
came into being on 14th Au-
gust 1947 as an independent
state, Hardly six months had
elapsed since establishment of
Pakistan, the design of Pak-
istan ruling clique was sur-
faced by their decision on
Bengali, the language of its
eastern wing. But the Bengali
people made no délay to un-
derstand that they were
duped in the name of 'Islam
and that as a matter of fact,
British rulers’ had been re-
placed by Pakistani rulers’. A
natural nnposition grew
against the (rovernment of
Pakistan and their lackeys

| here in the 1han East Bengal,

who were all out after the
posts. property -and business,
left by theBritish, and Hin-
dus migrating to India. The
general mass had no connec-
tion. whatsoever, with that

coterie of self-seekers at the
top level .of the society and
becoming

their rich

o = e

—— g — p— - -
S — - = -

S we celebrate 16 Dec-

tered into a

Evolving Foreign Policy Perspectives

There is

denying the validity of the old adage that foreign policy is an extension of domestic policy. President

Clinton once said that the United States must be strong domestically if it wanted to be strong globally . . . For a
country like Bangladesh the precept is equally or even more true.

tioned in this connection. .
Competing Foreign Policy
Agenda

The mpost dramatic impaci
on foreign policy perceptions
however has come about from
the recent changes in the
global political and security pa-
rameters, These changes are
symbolized by the drastic ero
sion of communisinm as a com-
peting ideology. the collapse of
the Soviet Union and the So
cialist states of Eastern Europe
and the increasing role being
plaivd by the United Nations
M matiers related 1o security,
war and peace. As a conse-
quenee conflict. tension and
situations arising out of arms
race and continuously escalatl
ing expenditures on defence
and newer and more deadly
means of death and destruc
tion have been contained and
even reversed. The unigue po-
sition that nation states have
so lar enjoyed, both as the
main subject and the objects of
interfiational relations, are be

overnight. The lower and mid-
dle class people were grow
ing under poverty and depriva-
tion as before.

The historic language
movenieni culminating in
February 21, 1952 united the
people against the ruling Mus-
lim <League Government. In
the general election of 1954,
Muslim ;ague was ignomin-
iously ted and Jukta Front
won 22 seats out of 237
Muslim seats. But, Jukta Front
council of minjsters were dis-
solved by applying Section 92
(A). when they were in power
for only one month 26 days.
In 1957, the mass leader
Maulana Abdul Hamid Khan
Bhashani virtually hinted a
good-bye to Pakistan during
the Kagmari conference. With
the declaration ol G-point de-
mand in 1966 by Sheikh Mu-
jibur Rahman the country en-
new phase of
movement towards freedom.
The burning passion for inde-
pendence imbéd people to

ing « h.lih:ngr'd by the increas-
ing sway that the multnation-

als are holding in economic
and industrial matters. Almosi
everywhere the emergence of
the reality of global market
place for the production, dis

tribution and exchange of
goods andsservices as well as
the so-called international fi
nancial revolution makes all
the difference

The unprecedented rise in
world population which con
tinues unabated and is mostly
confined to poor societies, the
threat ol large scale interna-
tional migration because of
ethnic and religious conflicts
and the economic and ecologi
cal crises In many parts of the
world are engaging the atten-
tion of both regional and world
leaders. The questions of ter-
rorism and the drugs are now
subject matters of debates and
discussions in SAARC and
other forums. Military threats
and the arms race are gradu-
ally being replaced by eco-

nomic rivalries technology
races and various forms of
commercial warfares among
nations, some of which have
been close cold war friends
and allies. Questions of democ-
racy, human rights, empow-
erment of the poor and the
environment, which have long
been considered the exclusive
preserves of states are now gn
the global agénda. There is
growing realisation that no
stable peace and durabie in
ternational arrangememnts are
possible without addressing
these problems.

New Thrusts and
Emerging Priorities
But the objectives of the

foreign policy still remain the
same as they must i.e. to pro-

tect and promote national in--

terests and values. The latter
include safeguarding the secu-
rity and independence of the
ceuntry and upholding its eco-
nomic, social and cultural in-
terest s,

But the changes that re-

by Muhammad Quamrul Islam
orators took part in this reaucracy to foil the pro-peo-
movement. ple initéatives of Sheikh Mujib.

Immediately after the day of
victory orni the 16th December,
1971, Government af
Bangladesh was to resurrect a
ravaged 1And: and undertake
pos(-war reconstruction, relief
and rehabilitation: install an
administration to run tne al-
fairs of the sovereign state.
Sheikh Mujib returned to his
homelapd. after his release
from Pakistan jail on 10 Jan-

uary. 1972 and addressed the

largest ever rally hold in
Bangladesh . He assumed the
office of Prime Minister on 11
January 1972. At his call the

Indian Army, who supported ¢

our liberation forces, lelt
Bangladesh within -twelve
weeks of the victory. He called
upon all to build a golden
Bangla. Bangladesh continued
to receive recognition from
governments of others coun-
tries to its independence.

He was helpless! The line of
degeneration continued,

Even then, Sheikh Mujib
Advanced with the support of
political leaders, governinent
officers and staff. who were
committed to the cause of lib-

~eration and the people_ at

large, towards a second révodiu-
tion. But on the dreadful 15th
of August, 1975 Sheikh Mu-
jibur Rahman was killed at his
residence along with his family
members, Khondokar
Mostaque being a member of
_his eabinet betrayed him. He
proclaimed the Indemnity Or-
dinance to protect the killers
of Sheikh Mujib. General Ziaur
Rahman incorporated this
black law into the constitution
through Fifth Amendment. The
line of degeneration which
started earlier. got rather in-
stitutionalised afterward.

Alter the August tragedy. 19

ferred to earlier imply new
thrusts and added dimensions
to the existing concept or for
eign policy. There must be a
renewed emphasis on trade,
investment, transfer of lech-
nology and cooperation among
nations in educational and sci
entific fields. The improve
ment of socio-egonomic cond
tions of -the masses afe in-
creasingly being seen as prior-
ity objectives foreign poticy

Secefidly. with the reduction
in global tension and the®in-
creasing use of the Unifted Na-
tions for conflict resolution
there is a visible tendency to
down-play the security and
strategic aspects of foreign
policy. Countries whose mgihi

tary, ecorfomic and technolog-
ical power base are narrow and
whose ability to project those
limited powers outside the
borders is marginal or non-ex-
istant are advised to operate
through like-minded countries
or regional and multilateral or

ganisations. The need for them

Awaits a

ment was introduced.

To prowest theé appoiniment
ol Golam Azam the inlamous
collaborator, as Amir of Ja
maat-e-Islami and to demand
his trial, a commiitee for the
eimination of killers and cofl
laborators were formed on
January 19, 1992 with the
late Jahanara Imam as lts Con-
vVerier.

BNP government is on the
way Lo complete its four years
in power. Meanwhile, serious
political crisis has arisen cen-
tering the issue of a caretaker
government for holding free
and fair elections, as de-
manded by mainstream oppo-
sition parties. Commonwealth
brokered dialogue to end the
stalemate has failed, but the is-
sue is there between the gov
ernment and opposilion par-
Lies. We are looking towards
27th December, 1994, as Lo
how the government meets
the Opposition. We only wish a
settlement to come out.

Bangladesh is at the bottom of even SAARC countries, having a trade deficit also with Bhutan! Let the Planning
Commission, Bangladesh Institiite of Administration and Management (who have incorporated moral values as
an element of training) andﬂﬁuim?#E#abﬁshmtﬁndﬂuuytﬂﬂbufateﬂw impasse.

vote for Awami League. Which
secured a landslide  victory in

1970 election. But, Pakistan
Military Junta refused to hand
over power. Sheikh Mujib de-

clared on 7th March 1971: Our
stiruggle this time is the strug-

gle for freedom — our struggle
this time is for independence.
Simultaneously, he declared
programmes for movement.
On 25th March 1971, Pak-
istdni occupation forces at-
tacked the unarmed Bangalees
at Dhaka and arrested Sheikh

Musiib. :
n 26th March 1971, Han-

nan, a Chittagong Awami
League leader read out the
declaration of Independence
of Bangladesh by Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman. On
the following day., 27th
March, Major Ziaur Rahman
urged the people over Radio
to join the freedom struggle

under the leadership of Sheikh

Mujibur Rahman. It ensued
(the nine-month long bloody

'liberation slru%le. ]i]artlci-
pated by all sections of Ban-
galees — peasants, workers, -

businessmen, teachers, em-
ployees, students,

forces, police, BDR, political

parties, professionals and the .
. Mujibnagar

Government. In
other words, Ba s from
all walks of life, except collab-

— —

armecd .

Fnssibililf of plunder and
lawlessness was inevitable after

~a war. It did happen also after

the Second World War. What
the Govt in exile in Mujibnagar
could do was to formulate
steps beforehand to face such
eventuality caused by collabora-
tors, anti-liberation cligue,
anti-social elements etc. But
Mujibnagar Government could
not take such steps for imme-
diate application after victory.
And this time fake freedom
fighters, so-called 'fourteen’
Division and some greedy peo-
ple made all oyt efforts to grab
posts, higher positions and
properties, left by non-Ben-
galees. Moreover, high gov-
ernment officers were report-
edly busy in seeking favours.

promotions and even commis- -

sions from business deals. The

_ bureaucracy of erstwhile East

Pakistan, even that of Mujibna-
gar and many a repatriate from
Pakistan could not accept
Sheikh Mujib wholeheartedly

and did not carry out his mis-

sions. [Consequently, the type
of progress made by Japan,
Kerea and Germany after rav-
ages of war could not be initi-
ated in Bangladesh. Conspira-
tors, -and power-monger lead-
ers even within the Awami
League shook hands with bu-

- During the

" ber,

.was autocracy,

yvears have passed by. He have
seerl Martial Laws of General
Ziaur Rahman and General HM

" Ershad. General Zia once said

"I will make politics difficult
for politicians.” He formed
Bangladesh Nationalist Party
IBNP] on September 1, 1978.
His new party got majority in
the parliament election on- 18
February, 1979. General Er-
shad formed Jatiya Party on
January 1, 1986, His new party
won majority in 3rd parlia-
ment election on May 7, 1986
and again on 4th parliament
election on March 3, 1988,

period from 15 Au-
ghst, 1975 till the fall of the
Ershad regime on 6 Decem-
1990. the presidential
form of government. with
'‘rubber’ stamp 'parliament' was
the main feature. To many, it
which was
against thg spirit of liberation
war. In the background of the
mass upsurge of 1990, neutral
and impartial government of
the Justice Shahabuddin
Ahmed, a free, fair and impar-
tial election to 5th-parliament
was held on 27 February,
1991. BNP chairperson Begum
Khaleda Zia, became priiae
minister on 19 March, 1991.

Through Twelfth Amendment

parliamentary form of govern-

=
: = = = : - E-Lﬁ%.:

Letters for

88, L
" Rulings over court
rulings

Sir, On 2nd December.
around 10:30am, while 1 was
passing by Shinghtola under
Sutrapur thana in old Dhaka, |
got curious to notice a group of
25/30 young people entering a
house in a mood that sug-
gested of something serious.

So, | stood by and chose g
small group of three persons
idly looking on to enquire
about.

In a nutshell, it was a con-
flict between two families re-
garding property. A long-
standing case was pending in
the civil court. As narrated, the

party that lad filed the case .

claiming a portion of the prop-
erty had failed to submit any
supportive documentis even
after flve years since filing of
the suit. However, through
different pleas including ame-
ndments and so cafled cor-
rections, the case has been
olonged.

- Having failed to establish
his claims, the party had again

publication in these columns should be
addressed to the .Editor and legibly written or typed
with double space. For reasons of space, short letters
.are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.
Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all communica-
tions must bear the writer's real name, signature and

and ugai,:ﬂ sought help of the

outsiders including the Ward
Commissioner and Mohallah
Committee as well as some
goons having criminal back-
ground to pressurise  the

. owner of the house to give in

oulside the court in shalishis.
He reportedly had resorted to
filing false criminal cases such
as snatchings of gold orna-
menis by the landlord's sons
and daughters, severe beatings
and causing grievous injuries
supported by false medical
certificates by the landlord
himself. However, by the grace
of Allah and some honest po-
lice officials, as it is said, the

innocents were acquitted of

the fabricated charges.
These youngmen had come

. to force the landlord of the

house to allow some modifica-
tion in the dwelling of the ille-
gal and forceful occupant
against the courtss ruling re-
jecting the request to allow
land forbidding) K repairing,
modification, alteration of* the
dwelling. 2

The opinion of the yeung-
men was that despite the

_court's rulings, the Moehallah

(ommittee had got the author-
ity to give directives to do
otherwise, if they considered
it to be good.

It 1s further revealed that
there were many good people
living in the Mohallah and they
felt that the court's ruling
should be upheld as the case
had been filed and the delatory
tactics being resorted to by the
claiming party. One should not
approach the Ward Commi-
ssioner or the Mohallah

- Committee after failing to get

court's verdict in one's favolr.

‘The Ward Commissioners also
should not entertain such
wrongful requests. The prob-
lem is that the good, knowl-
edgeable and sincere people
never take interest in such is-
sues in fear of harassments by
the goons as well as the influ-
entials vis-a-vis' the police in-
action.

Can the government, par-

ticularly the Mayor take steps
‘to"curb interference of the so-
‘called peace-keeping Mohallah
Committees, the Commissi-
oners in property matters
already pending in the court
and save the commonmen
from harassments? Courl's
rulings should not be violated
by fo™e and the violators

should be given exemplary -

punishments.
This is, | am sure, one of

many such incidences. Is there
anybody in this country to look
into this sort of increasing un-
just extertions and save the
sufferers? :

An onlooker
'Alternatives to
' %

Sir, Your article We Must
Find" Alternatives to Hartal
which was published on De-
cember 6, 1994 is thorough
and could be an eye-opener for
the 'opposition leaders. It must
be the view of every peace-
loving citizen of our country.

The opposition political
parties' indifference to peo-

‘ples’ woes and how the coun-

try is affected by their move-
ments, is astounding. It seem
as if they had shut themselves
within glass walls and by their
extreme actigns the distance
between th&n and general
public is imereasing day by day
Most people do not like this
mode of agitation as it is dis-
rupting normal life.

People are losing patience
fast. So, caretaker government
or not, in the next general
election the Opposition's
chances of winninf is also di-
minishing. Because ultimately
it is the peoples’ verdict they
will have to seek.

Nur Jahan
East Nasirabad, Chittagong

L :

In spite o heavy doses ol
foreign assistance over the last
23 years, poverty in

Bangladesh is pérpetrating. As
of today. we are amongst the
poorest five countries of the
world. Per capita income of
Bangladesh is 220 US dollars.
per capita debt stands at 125

US dollars. According to*an -
estimate, Bangladesh received .

24 billion US dollars in 23
years. Where it had gone? Who
reaped the benefit? Planning
Ministry, Finance Ministry,
Planning Commission. al-
tached reputed research insti-
tutes are- supposedly well
aware of the situation. But, the
people are only sufferers. neot
receiving any virtual help
the bureaucrats and the minis-
ters. ' ;
It is a fact that many of our
Asian neighbours who were at
par with or behind us twenty
years back, are now ahead of us
and progressing speedily. We
only wgndﬁrﬁ at the rapid
progress of Malaysia, Indone-
sia, Singapore, Thailand, and

from -

to ehalk ot a Umiterd and well-
focuseed foreign policy agenda
cannot be gver emphasieed
Finally thers is no denying
the validity of the old adage
that foreign policy is am exten
sion of domestic policy. Pres:
demt Clinion once said that the
United States must be sirong
domestically if it wamed to be
sirong glebally. He said this by
way of justifying a shift away
fromm US foreign involvement, a
cold war legacy to the new sit
uation confronting his country
which was in a condition of

relative decline — economid]

cally. For a country Nke
Bangladesh the precept is
equally er even more true. One
canmotl represent or promoie
that one does nol have Owr
journey (0 an eflective [oreign
policy must begin at home
Consequently, with streamiling
our rmissions abroad we musi
have strong and stable demo-
cratic institutions. a national
consensus on basic security
and foreign policy issues, an
educated and skilled man-
power base and a vibrant and
broad-based economy at home
Much of what we hope to gain
from our foreign policy in-
voivemenis abroad will then he
close to realisation

The author is a former For-
evign Secretary. He also served
as the first SAARC Secretary
General.

Spark

Taiwan We see Vietnam and
Cambodia now taking the road

to quick progress. All are being

rated as high performing
Asian economies. And where
Are we now? Say. in employ
ment. iddustry, éducation,
power and gas. water, forestry,
fisheries, health or amy other
sector? Everywhere there are
cismal statistics. Systems loss,
campus violence, rampant cor-
ruption and deteriorating law

and order situation ete. Maore

than 90 per cent of the popu-
lation is suffering agony. Per-

haps only ohe per cent. the

ruling elites and the beneficia-

ries of the past regimes. may

be dertving whatever ecstasy
there
administration and economy o
the country in their hitherto
firm grip.

Bangladesh is at the bottom
of even SAARC countries, hav-
ing a trade deficit also with
Bhutan! Let the Planning
Commission, Bangladesh Insti-
tute of Administration and
Management (who have incor-
porated moral values as an
element of training) and Min-
istry of Establishment find a
way Lo obviate the impasse. In
this connection, emergence of
NGOs rumn on foreign dona-
tions, from 1976, and their
gradual expansion till now de-
serve attention of all con-
cerned. The huge NGO com-
munity also could make little
impact raising the low per
capita income!

To sum-up, Bangladesh has
reached this staggering situa-
Llion due to apparent or im-
plied obstruction to imple-
mentation of the spirit of lib-
eration over the last couple of
decades in economic devel-
opment, social and political
progress. But the people are
always ready to sacrifice for
envisaged emancipation. And
that's the spirit still forming in
their heart even alter the lapse,
of 23 wyears. The f[reedom
fighters and their children,
the new generation, will, no
doubt, be able to eliminate the
enemies opposing develop-
ment and respectable place for
Bangladesh in the comity of
nations. That positive attitude

is gaining ground hopefully.

~ Political Adventurism

A Husnain

With the failure of the
Commmonwealth-Ninian mission
(ddon't get between the blades
of a pair of scissors, or be-
tween two Bengalees). we the
citizens can %ﬁf_‘ vent to our
lrustration at the black shades
(yes, we are capable of produc-
ing shades ol black!] of the lo-
cal style of political adventur-
ism dogging the nation for
decades, starting with the di-
vision ol the Raj, and then the
sub-division of truncated erst-
while Pakistan; and now seep-
ing into the entrails of sepa-
rate divisions and districtism.
When the very self will'be di-
vided — the earthworm can
reproduce itself!?

What more gurbani the so-
called political leaders now
expect from the bonded and
bottomless citizens to fuel
theirr bottgmless ambition(s)?
We had served them faithtully
and facelessly for more than
one generaltion. As a trade
leader pointed out, the country
has not been mortgaged to the
peliticians. It is time o Ccome
down from the pedestal.

The likes of Robert Bruce
may not to be found in the
Lropical rice fields ol Sonar
Bangla. but the seven altempts
(anybody keeping count?) will
b watched with tired and
boring interest. The genuine
politicians have never been ac-
cused of political coups (as dis-
tinct from the military coup of
the junta). What we are wit-
nessing today appears (o be a
new kind of political black-
mailing. Head you lose, and tail

LT
1 win. according to one of the

political commentators.
Circumstances may soon

point towards a clear option: if
the politicians cannot run the
country, then some others will
have to run it, as the nation
will remain. and ever-changing
stewards will be called upon to
serve the motherland. We all .
know the time-honoured®

proverb that Lhree Bengalees

cannot run a company. The
latest off spring of ‘the
amendment suggests that two
politicians are quite capable of
forming two parties.

Politics has attraction for
the deprived, but will the fu-
ture image remain henourable?
In the developed countries,

“ politics has to compete with

many other attractive careers
and professions. There, the
standard of living being com-
lortable. the politicians are not
st miuch in the limelight as in

‘the land ol the unemployed.

This spotlight will start swing-
ing away from the netas when
the crowd can earn so
money working thap follo
a procession to nowhere’
There are more netas than
followers! ¢

The hartal and disruptive
calls will strike back ai the
perpetuators. Hatred cam-
paigns haye never paid hand-
some dividends for long. The
divisiop between benevolence
and malice will be revealed
soon enough. When obsession
tprns into mania. it is time to
watch outl for the momomani-
Acs,

is by keeping pniiuct_-p




