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A Case for Local Govt
The introduction of a strong and open local
government in the country, according to a report
carried in a Bangla daily. now looks to be a distant
prospect. The reason is plain and simple. Two
key suggestions by the commission instituted by
the government has been dropped. These sug-
gestions are : a) the establishment of a permanent
local ment commission, and b) constitu-
tion of gram sava (village council). Instead of go-
ing by the commission's. recommendations, the
government has opted for the traditional system
through the passage of the Union Parishad Bill.

So. the fate of an independent local govern-
ment virtually hangs in the balance. Why the gov-
ernment has backed out of its own promise to in-
troduce a strong local government at the grass-
roots level is not known. But we know that elabo-
rate preparation was taken to make the commis-
sion's suggestions as comprehensible as possible.
And the commission did its homework not too
badly. Its recommendation for the devolution of
power merits considerations. But unfortunately
the commission's recommendations were never
made public,

e fact that laymen and experts volunteered
to contribute to the process with their opinions
spcaks volumes of people's interest in the matter.
But the way the authority has given a rebuff to
their reaction can be a pointer to the fact that
governmen! can do immense harm to its own as
well as the country's causes by raising people's
hopes and then not doing anything substantial for
their fulfilment. The impression that a govern-
ment is not ready to go as far as the people would
like it to is very depressing.

Since the commission had a majority represen-
tation from the government side, the authority in
fact is contradicting its own principled stand.
The sidetracking of the two most important rec-
ommendations has been done perhaps to serve
some narrow ends. But any radical echange de-
mands a bold vision and rising above any
parochial considerations. Creation of almost in-
dependent, self-supporting local governments
could take the country several steps ahead. Today
the wind of self-governance is sweeping most
part of the globe. In the United States the
Republican Party made, their electoral gains on
this issue. We have dabbled at it but failed to take
advantage of the situation. BUOT there is no doubt

we shall have to go for such an effective bottom-
upwards administrative system.

Grand Old Banyan Tree

The big and old banyan tree at Suitola-
Mallikpur, Jhenidah is not a new wonder. But the
latest measurements published in The Daily Star
of Wednesday do charm us anew. The age is put
at 300 years. There is no proving that. For all one
knows, banyans can live for many more centuries.
And this one while: to cover seven acres
or 20 bighas of land and sending down 1464
trunks of adventitious roots could very well have
necded more than that span of time. "

llow does stationary life like the plant's saves
itself from molestation?

helped capitally by a mechanism devised unwit-
tingly by that universal human trait — fear.
Stories abound of people coming to harm, includ-
ing death, for hurting this venerable old soul. And
local people take care not to fall foul of it. People
from distant villages, even far overseas lands,
come here crowding to see this wonder work of
nature. The unceasing crowd includes many
women who believe in certain powers. that the -
tree has. Go to it and ask for anything, especially
cure for difficuit diseases — you will be helped, so
runs the belief very widely.

A modern man would not take it. But this has"
helped the tree to survive for hundreds of years.
Unfortunately for us, no similar taboo and fear
helped protect the Dhamrai banyan tree from
plunder and death. It is not at all a bad idea to
have respect for all forms of life even if mani-
fested through taboos and prejudices. That trees
are inviolate should again come back to our soci-
ety if not as an uncritical beliéf but of course 2s a

moral value.
Lucky Poor

If there ever were an ordeal this was it. And -
69-year old Moira Poor it almost with *y-
ing colours. Her lot elevator got stuck be-
tween two floors. And it did not move an inch for
close to three days. She was alone and ca
only her hand bag. The alarm bell did not
its batteries had run out. And her cries for help
did not help either. The space was too cram
to allow her to lie down. And it was cold. She
stood out most of the 67 hours in the cage — and
the unending and hopeless wait was punctured
only by occasional and frustrating -back to
des te cries for help. :

the machine moved, as whimsically as
when it had stopped. Out stepped Ms Poor —
famished by thirst and hunger
sapped of all hope of coming out alive. The last
tht? could have killed her, doctors later said.
Well, what was the first that met her? A
attendant who wouldn't buy her story
to be mpenalty for three days before
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For a nation of 120 million wepﬂhave no
elevators. That elevators can play nasty tricks at
times is a concomitant of ‘urbanisation and
mechanisation. Each stage on man’'s march — to
where we are not sure — has its own set of prob-
lems, neither better nor worse than the other
sets. '

Ms Poor's endurance is a testament to sheer
grit. That's a great human attribute, for all stages

of humanity’s march.
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INALLY Sheikh Hasina
has made a statem nt
that we can welcome
wholeheartedly,. We in the
media wailt eagerly to focus on
the more constructive and
forward looking aspects of our
two major leaders. In
contrast to the acrimonious,

abusive, and repeatedly nega-

tive we always want to project
the harmonious and visionary

aspects of our leadership. Thus
when we find such an In
stance, it appears like a
breadth of fresh air. a gust of
sudden rain on a scorching
summer day. We rejoice at
Sheikh Hasina's speech on
Monday last, when she called
mpon her: student wing, the
Bangladesh Chhattra League
(BCL) to' concentrate om stud-
ies, to shun politics of violence
and to work for the uplift of
the country. Of particular sig-
nificance was her statement
that no BCL student leader
should use party work as an
excuse to do badly in the ex-
ams. She suggested that they,
the party leaders, will have to
take three months off before
exam and devote himself or
herseif on nothing but studies.
As a symbolic gesture she
and

dent leaders. She spoke out
against crime, violence and
corruption among students.

Skeptics will say it was all
for public consumption. Choice
of venue (Shapla Chattar, from
where Begum Zia made her.
unfortunate comment few
weeks back about using JCD to
take care of the Opposition),
choice of timing (so soon after
PM's speech) and the choice of
audience (same as of the PM,
the students). all indicate that
it was a planned action, not a
spontaneous and sincere one.
Her critics will say by deliver-
ing a radically different mes-
sage, contrasting dramatically
with the . rather aggressive
tenure of Begum Zia's, Sheikh
Hasina meant to gain some
point with the public. All of
this indicate a political ploy, an
act of propaganda and public
relations.

We say, so be it. Even if all
this is for show. we would
rather have more of it than the
usual volleys of accusations and
disparaging comments that we
are constantly showered with
from both sides, Hasina's being
usually far more uncharitable
than' Khaleda's. o

If what Sheikh Hasina
was meant to score points with
the public. all the better. It

HE overwhelming Rep-
ublican victory in mid-
lerm congressional
may not push the
Republicans "o slit the political
throat of Democrats as perhaps
would have happeried in our
surrounding but will mellify
both from positions of strength
and weakness to seek a middle
course in a spirit of their tradi-
tional bipartisanship. US "poli-
tics in last hundred years was
characterised by what they call
bipartisan eollaboration reflec-
ting the broad views of both
major parties. This policy
significantly remained pro-
nounced in foreign policy,
differing only in approach at
times, but basically with
common constituent mole-
cules. Many nations adopt and
follow American Presidential
form of government but hardly
they observe the cooperative
working relations of the
Democrats and Republicans in
national cause which do not
make the nation suffer
materially or otherwise arising
out of avoidable political
confrontation,

The recent midterm con-
gressional election in the USA
has been equated with
earthquakes by the political
analysts as it tilted the
American political edifice to
the right. The American elec-
torate rejected the Democrats

1

" at every level. The Republicans

seized the control of the House
of representatives for the first
time in 40 years and the
Senate for only the fourth time
since Second World War. They
needed 40 seats to become
in the House of

ntative — they have got
52. They needed seven more
seats to control the Senate —
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Sir, On 24 July 1994, the
SLORC troops had uprooted
the Rohingya village of
Nalapara in Minbya township.
About 2000 Muslims of the
said village were brought to
Nagkura village of Maungdaw, a
border village on the Naf river,
More Rohingya villagers, in
Mrohoung and Kyauktaw town-
ships have been ordered to
quit their homes since then.
Hundreds of them are now
herded into boats and carried
to Maungdaw north and south
almost everyday starting a
fresh drive against Rohingyas
from November 1994,

The unfortunate and poor
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A Laudable Speech: Is it for Real ?
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Her eritics will say by delivering a radically different message, contrasting dramatically with the rather

ve tenure of Begum Zia's, Sheikh Hasina meant to gain some point with the public. All of this
indicate a political plcy, an act of propaganda and public relations. We say, so be it. Even if all this is for
show, we would rather have more of it than the usual volleys of accusations and disparaging comments that

we are constantly shewered with from doth sides.

may mear. that she is begin-
ning to understand that it is
easier o score points with the
public with positive statements
rather than the negative If it
really should be the case,
imagine how radically the
rhetorics of our politics will
change. But maybe all that is
too much to expect.

Given the recent history of
violerice on campus. the rising
influence of armed cadres in
student politics, the penetra-
tion of criminal gangs inte our
student bodies, and increasing
influence of money and guns In
student politics, Monday's
statement of Sheikh Hasina is
much more significant than
meets the eye at the outset. At
least that is what we would
like to believe. 1t is possible
that she hersell is realising
what the present state of stu
dent politics is. and having
done so, is attempting to rein
in the delinguents. and restore
some sense and responaibility
in student politicse. Whatever
may be the reasons for her
call, we think it requires to be
taken very seriously, and re-
sponded to by others.

We know that all major po-
litical parties, especially the

- BNP and the AL, have their
student wings. We also know,

that because of the special his-
tory of student politics in our
country, student wings of the
political parties enjoy higher

" than normal clout. In fact one

of the aberrations of our politi-
cal system is that the student
wings of political parties have
as much clout as they do.

The reason for it is simple.
Students have been in the
forefront of all our democratic,
cultural and political struggles.
Starting with the language
movement in the early fifties,
followed by the anti-martial
movemen: of the sixties and
climaxing with our Liberation
War in 1971, the role of stu-
dents has been magnificent.
After the birth of Bangladesh,
students’ role has once again
been a pioneering one. It was
the powerful student wing of
the nascent Jatiya Samajtantric
Dal (JSD) that raised the most
effective voice against the ex-

——

cesses of the all-powerful and
extremely popular regime of
Bangabandhu Sheftkh Mujibur
Rahman. It is a fact that often,
not always though. our poilit
cians betray: compromise and
join hands with the enemy.
That is something that our
students have never done. The
most recent example of stu-
dents’ vanguard role in uphoid-
ing people's rights was during
the anti-autocracy struggle. It
was again they, much more
than our politicians, who faced
much of the actual confronta-
tion with the armed goons of
autocracy. It was the studenits
again who braved all the op-
pression and physical violence
of the police and the mecha-
nism of state repression and
pushed forward the march of

the people against autocracy
and corrupt Ershadian era. It
is therefore only natural that
students enjoy a special pres:
tige in our political culture.
However glorified may be
the role of our students, it is
not natural. It is far from being
healthy that our student com-
mumnity should be called upon.
time and again, to give up their
books and pens and come to
the rescue of the political pro-
cess. In fact what is so glorious

" for our students is essentially a

matter of never ending shame
for our politicians. What they
should have done, and could
not, had to be done by the stu-

dents. in other words, it is the
vacuum caused by the inept-
ness or the incapacity of .ae
political parties and personali-
ties, which is filled up by the
students. And sooner or later
the nation has to pay for this
aberration. And that is what is
now happening in Bangladesh.
Having rescued the political
process from military dictator-
ships and the clutches of au-
tocracy, student wings of polit-
ical partiés are today demand-
ing their share of the pie. Stu-

dent .eadership catapulii g
into the national scene. stu
dent bodies going around ask-
ing for donations which no-
body dare refuse. staking their
clatims in all the construction
work being done on the cam
pus, taking protection money
fromi’ shops located in  the
vicinity of educational institu-
tions where a certain party
may be having support, and
going strajght into influence
peddling because of their
political connections, are all
part of the price that the
nation is having to pay today.
because yesterday we used the
students to fight our political
batties.

Begum Zia has been far
mote guilty of using the stu-
dents for her own political

gain compared to Hasina. In

fact It became a matier of
proud claim by BNP stalwarts
that so0 many college or- uni-
versity student unions belong
to their party. If the AL made
any attempt to de-emphasize
student politics, it was at once
made fun of, saying that the
students were rejecting BCL,
the student wing of the AL. If
my memory serves me rightly,
Sheikh Hasina at one stage an-
nounced a cessation of all

litical activities by her student
party on the Dhaka University
campus. This gesture was not
seized upon, and was brushed
aside as being empty and cos-
metic. We would like to argue
that even cosmetic acts be-
come real if they are seized
upon and followed with similar

acls by the opponents.

This writer has writlen on
numerous occasions that the
PM was giving all sorts of
wrong signals by bringing in
student leaders from all over
the country, including those
from faraway places. repre-
senting insignificant educa-
tional institutions. and giving

by M N Mustafa

them audience and persomnal
attenuon. This in contrast to
the fact that any non-partisan
rollege Principal would not go
beyorkd 4 Deputy Secretary i
e were lucky This demon
sirattve acceas to power by
student politicians dees two
very damaging things First, it
corrodes the authority of the
local school or college admin
istration: second, # gives a to
tally disproportionate sense of

power mand importance to the
young and impressionable stu
dent. We know the resuli of
baot b,

Today campus violence and
the corruption of the student
community is the principal
worry of all parents and of all
serious students, who consti
tute the majority. it is also the
conecern of the people in gen-
eral. If we think in terms of
the future of the eountry, and
realise that in the Information
Agie’ it will be the educated
human resource whish will
determine the status and
prospect of a country, then we
will fully realise the negative
long term impact of using our
students to fight our political
battles. Politicians will finally
have to take up their respon
sibility. and the students will
have to be left alone so that
they can study and become
ideal citizens of thé future

Once in many Third World
countries student politics was
very common and popular. In-
donesia, Malaysia, the Philip-
pines and many African coun-
tries had their own version of
student politics. But that all is
gone now. Nearer to home, in
Pakistan and India the role of
students in politics has de-
creased in the recent past

Think of what role Pakistani
students have been playing
since 1990, when the politics
of Pakistan turned rather tur-
bulent. In India the same has
been the case for a longer pe-
riod.

CUur intention is not to sug-
gest that university level stu-
dents should not take part in
politics. These are adult stu-
dents, and they must neces-
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The winners claim, the recent election was not anti-incumbent, it was anti-Democratic incumbent whic
repudiates all those associated with the ruling party. The wrath is not on Clinton, on his system.

bagged 1 1 governorship —
eight biggest states out of nine.
The Republicans now at an ad-

vantageous stage to manipulate
at will to win 1996 Pre-
sidential race.

The winners claim, the re-
cent election was not anti-in-
cumbent, it was anti-
Democratic incumbent which
repudiates all those associated
with the ruling party. The
wrath is not on Clinton, on his
system.

In parliamentary democracy
where majority leader be-
comes the head of the gov-
ernment, the loss of seats or
failure to gain majority seats
would have cost the leader to
lose his job. But here in the US
the Americans elect a 'King'
saddled with unlimited power,
sdlted with some checks and
balances. He can rule even
with minority seats in both
houses with a difference that

" he cannot bite as effectively as

a majorfty incumbent
President and will require to
accept occasional beatings
with smile if he wants a com-
promise to rule. President
Clinton however will now face
two stubborn opposition lead-

. ers — Senate majority leader

Robert Dole and incoming
House Speaker Newt Gingrich,
both of whom are known for
their fierce partisan conser-
vatism. Dole may run against
Clinton in 1996 Presidential
rin if other things remain
equal. Gingrich has consis-
tently pursued what they call a
‘messianic campaign' against
1he liheral Democrats whom

he accuses as the embodiment
of all that is evil in govern-
ment. The Republicanrs are
now in full battle array in all
fronts. Of course that does not
mean like ours that Americans
will face roadblocks, continu-
ous strikes, closing of factories
and preference for road to
congress tq drive points home.

In a telephone poll of 800
adult voters, 50% replied that
the voters disapproved
Clinton's job as a President,
24% opposed Democratic
Party programmes and only
12% supported the Republican
programmes. Sixtythree per
cent voters did not consider
that the Republican control of
the Congress would bring any
new era. From the opinion poll
as well as the election results
it became evident that elec-
torates’ swing to the

Republicans was not due to its

love for them rather it's their
contempt for the Democrats.

In Cartoonist Lurie's eye, a
ship named 'SS Clinton' whose
hind part representing
'domestic standing' has gone
under water and the front,
representing ‘foreign policy’ is
above. Partially it's a graphic
picture of President Clinton's
success or failure as seen by
American voters. True, along
with bad ones he has. gained
lot of credit peints in last two

*years. He has reduced the bud-

get deficit from $290 billion to
220 billion, passed a 33 billion
anticrime bill which envisaged
full control on sale and use of"

* guns, enacted and enforced -

North American Free Trade
Agreement (NAFTA), envisag-
ing free trade with neighbours
like Canada and Mexico, re-
covered economy from its
moribund state, reduced infla-
tion and dropped unemploy-
ment. His health programmes
and GATT agreement await
Congressional approval.

It has been accused that for
nearly two years the words 'Bill
Clinton' and 'foreign policy’ in
the same sentence have been a
discordant compinatjon, like
military intelligence or media
ethics. True, President Clinton
has no foreign policy experi-
ence but that is hardly any ex-
cuse for the US Presidents
who had led the world in
global wars and peace twice in
this century and held the
country as ungquestionable
leader of the free world after
the Second World War. it was
the innovator of cold war from
John Foster Dulles’ time and
successfully broke the iron
curtain. *

Clinton’'s indeterminacy,
zigging and zagging for long
two years made Americans
wary of their leader. From a to-
tal listlersness and indolence
he moved into action. His ini-
tiatives in peace-making in the
Middle-East
friends. President Assad did
not yleld much but expressed
his intents openly on which
future negotiations could be
nitiated. Many call it a police

action yet UUS-backed UN force

succeeded in putting Jean-
Bertrand Aristide back on his

impressed

presidency. Clinton has suc-
cessfully broken Japan's trade
monopoly with US after a pro-
tracted bare-Knuckle negotia-
tion over telecommunications,
medical equipment and insur-
ance. The inevitable trade war
with Japan was averted and
Japan's monopoly in US mar-

ket is broken. Others call it

bribing, still President Clinton
succeeded in taking the nu-
clear pistol off the hand of the
prodigal kid — the North
Korea. He improved relations
with China taking a pledge
from Beijing that it would not
export ground-to-ground mis-
siles of 300 KM range. His at-
tendance at the meeting of
Asia Pacific Economic

.Cooperation (APEC) at Jakarta

has removed misgivirigs with
Kuala Lumpur and paved ways
for further economic coopera-
tton with the region.

The 33-nation summit of
Americans in Miami in
December which Clinton will
host is likely to bring the

. American continents closer if

not all problems removed.
With US guardianship in sign-
ing the Jordan-Israeli peace
treaty and the Iraqi recogni-
tion of the Kuwait regime, only
three recalcitrants in the
world remain for the US5 —
Cuban Castro, Iraqi Saddam
and Libyan Gaddafi. While the
economic noose now hangs
around Saddam whom many
suspect as US creation, the
others' two are lying low.

In the home front President

Clinton ignored what his peo-
ple wanted from their leaders.

~ President

rarity e = part o the politicsl
process  Our guestion s
wihether the dog will wag the
taill’ or the 'tall will wag the
dog What we have now is the
latter. That is what we are
guestionimg and suggesting.
should change The guestion
nas acguired an unprece-
derited imunediacy because of
the entry of the armmed cadres
amidst pur students. These
Eroups are under nobody's
controd and meoest of the time
do as they please. even at

fimes gomng against party oi-
Fecirnes

Let us take Sheikh Hasuilip

for her word. Instead of mock:
ing her for being cosmetic. let
us help her statement become
reai. We would like to chal-
lenge her to transiate Into ac-
ton what she saikd

An immportant component of

. her speech dealt with urging

BCL members to invplve them-
seives in lileracy work during
vacations This has been a
lavourite subject of this writer

We have written sevezal times
that let AL and BNP challenge
each other in development
work., and let them start with
literacy campaigns. To start
with, let them work in areas
from which their candi-
dates were elected . Let
these parties use their stu-
dents to start fleracy cam-
paigns in such areas We, in
the media, will happily carry
news and pictures of bands of
BCL and JCD students launch-
ing lteracy drives and doing
other development work.

Sheikh Hasina's speech can
mark a tomily new direction of
student politics. Will it? Can
she make a laughing stock of
her critics and turn her atten-
tion to constructive politics
rather than the negative? Wil
she take that historic deci-
sion? When the country is
tired of politics of vilification,
when the people are confused
by the prospeci of uncertain
future, and when the prospect
of Bangladesh becoming a
hoom economy is almost
within our grasp, will Sheikh
Hasina show us, and the world,
that she is ready to give a new
type of leadership? | know
some in her camp will say one
cannot clap with one hand.

What these people do nd
know is that in things ethical,
moral and constructive, one
hand (s all we need. Let that
one hand be raised. millions
will follow instantly.

US Elections: Dwarfed President may Seek Bipartisanship

They want eflective crime con-
trol, specifically gun-toting
kids, clean streets and cities.
Despite their craze for mod-
ernism and liberal attitudes,
Americans adore family values
and now want to preserve

_them to stop growing sunder-

ing of family ties. Clinton's ex-
pressed support for ‘gays’ and
withdrawal of restriction on
them from entering the armed

services has anno many and
grinded axe at his good laste

for values.
This correspondent has the

fortune of watching both US
Senate and the House of
Representative in session. Both
the US houses were full in at-
tendance in direct contrast to
what we see in our Sangsad
which often looks on average
one fourth empty. In the
Senate where the member
speaks from his seat each
word spoken in each typed on
stenographed by an assistant
standing by the side of the
member. This ensures cor-
rectness of record. In the
House of representatives the
members speak from a fixed
podium. The debates in both
the houses discuss the issues
threadbare. No member is ac-
cused of lying as in done in our
case in the Parliameng

Clinton,
Republicans gaining majority
in both the houses, is now a
minority leader — a situation
which Harry Truman faced in -
1946. But he fought back to
win re-election in 1948,

It is yet to be seen whether
President Clinton, accused of
having no centre, fights back
to regain the confidence of the
electorate. The recent debacle
in mid-térm election may
spurt him to action to fill the
vold.
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souls have no alternative ex-
cept to find their ways across
the border t6 Bangladesh,
where bulk of refugees have
been taking shelter since
1991. It is a renewed annihila-
tion design of the SLORC in
order to exterminate the re-

‘'maining Rohingya population

of inner Arakan.

From May 1994, North
Arakan has become a new
killing field. At SLORC death
camps .of Maungdaw and
Buthidaung townships,

‘Muslims are tortured, shot or

slaughtered, with ditches to
bury them dug by themselves
before death. By now thou-
sands must have been gunned
down or slaughtered and many
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have gone into hiding in
Bangladesh to avoid whimsical
arrests and torture bv the
SLORC troops. Unfortunately it
is little known outside,

But violation of human
rights can no longer be
pleaded as an internal affair of
a country. The Rohingya prob-
lem is having a dimension of
international perspective and
that must be of greater con-
cern to the international
community.

May we take the opportu-
nity to request the world lead-
ers to pressurise effectively
the SLORC regime to stop
atrocities toward Rohingyas
and to restore their indigenous
status and to invite them to
the peace talks.

Jilani

Maungdaw, Burma
Of Blasphemy Act

Sir, The demand is for a
statute on Blasphemy. It is
demanded on religious ground.
The considerations which have
induced its pioneers to launch

the movement is to safeguard
the image of Islam by legisla-
tive measures. The misgivings
is that Islam Is in danger in
Bangladesh, an overwhelmingly
Muslim country, and the dan-
ger can be averted only by a
well grounded Blasphemy Act.
The move seems similar to the
Khilafat movement launched by
the then overzealous Muslim
pioneers to preserve the in-
tegrity of the Turkish Empire
although the Turks themselves
discarded it. Naturally the
Khilafat Movement could not
prevent the dissolution of the
Turkish Empire.

Whatever is the exact num-
ber, the truth is that about
ninely per cent of the
Bangladeshis are Muslims. Yet
it has becoihe necessary to en-
act a statute to save them from

the nefarious .'au'm::rnp;f1 them!
There are legislative en-

actments to protect the
downtrodden, women and the
internal trade and commerce,
to mention a few. Yet the
down-trodden are gagged. the
women are assaulted and the

market economy is eroded

the invasion of the market by
foreign goods. This does not,
however, mean that there
should not be legislations.
Legislations are sometimes

indispensable. The question is °

whether Blasphemy Act is
indispensable for Bangladesh.
If extermination of the nefari-
ous among Muslims or others
be deemed expedient, the pro-
tectors of religion and lovers of
God may have recourse to any
act. And they are the majofity.
The Imam of the National

Mosque had, however, report-
edly given his ruling that
Ulama and Ulama along were
the authorised persons to ap-
prove what was law and what
was not. and what the
Government should do or not
do, by obtaining prior sanction
of the appropriate Ulama
council, etc. etc. Well, if there
has been a consensus among
the Ulama, a Blasphemy Act in
effect is already under opera
tion, only sanction of the par-
liament is awaited!

There are many things in
the world which do happen
although they should not hap-
pen at all. The tragedy lies
there. The Blasphemy Act who
knows, may be one such event
of far-reaching consequences.
The Philippines was said to be
a Muslim stronghold several
centuries back; why it became
a Christian stronghdld subse-
quently is perhaps fairly
known to the Ulama. My fear is
that with the passage of the
Blasphemy Act the life of the
common man may become
more insecure ("to err is h#
man') than ever before, a
the masses may be inclined to
seek an avenue to evade any
gradual extermination.

Again, the truth is that a
true believer is strong enough,
within and without, to uphold
his faith above ew ng, in
spirit and deed: he 't re-

gquire any help to protect his
belief.

Md Muslim Ali
Ex-Magistrate
Dk



