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The Day's Message

The prime message to draw from the Mart
Intellectuals’ Day is that the marauding force
could not have satisfied its vendetta against our
intellectuals without the help of its local collabo-
rators. In their totally beleaguered state, only two
davs before their formal surrender, their desper-
ate mind must have worked at its sinister worst,
but the Al-Shams and Al-Badr sts Were rar-
ing to have a go at it. It is they who got the act to-
gether and committed perhaps the most heinous
crime in modern-day war chronicles.

The context has since changed, but the vari-
ants of those collaborators exist in our midst try-
ing to put forward self-invented interpretations
to our glorious events as part of a disinformation
campaign aimed at the new generations. Let's
beware of themr They would have us forget what
a terribly heavy price we had to pay for sake
of our freedom. The murdered intelleetuals re-
mind of the high point reached in the saga of our
people’'s struggle for mental and physical eman-
cipation. As such, it is the focal-point of our love
for and spirit of freedom. That their lives were
cut short as an expression of double vendetta —
one against the intellectuals for their service to
the cause of Bangladesh and the other against the
birth of a country about to be formalised makes
the day ait elemental part of our legacy.

'he progeny of the martyred intellectuals have
tormed Kkartrarer Prajanma to keep alight the
torelt handed down to them by their parents. If
thev have done so out of some disappointment
over a relegation of the values the martyrs stood
for we cannot blame ‘hem. The responsibility is
much bigger for us than merely uttering such
consoling words to them. We must, all of us, re-
lew today our umbilical link to the finest hours of
sur national history and bring out the best in us
to torge ahead.

We are obligated to repay our debts to them by
projecting our national history correctly in the
tirst place. To this end. we need raising a com-
posite mausoleum at Rayer Bazar in place of the
scattered graves we now. have for them. At the
<ame time. there should be audio-visual or
printed retrospectives on their lives and works
for the continuity of our great traditions.
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Baby Dies Twice

No one can die twice. But a new-born baby at
Hhaka Medical College Hospital was fated to have
the dubious distinction, thanks to the attending
doctors at the time of his delivery. Immediately
Atter his delivery, the baby boy was pronounced
dead by the attending physician. For long 10
Lours the little one was left uncared. But then the
morgue staff found him alive. After reported
CiINnET =1Ll
.u!ﬂliltﬁ‘ﬂ to the intensive care unit of the n-‘;i)l-
tal But on Monday morning the boy finally
breathed his last.

'here is no reason to think that such incidents
lake place in our hospitals every often. But thl?
verv unlikely survival of the baby after 10 hours
neplect serves as a rude reminder. The reminder
s that such tragedies do occur there — though
‘urely. All because the doctors are not either upto
the job or their hancﬂin% of individual cases is
ocrtunctory or worse still, they are unforgivably
neeligent of duties. The tragedy in this case is
that the baby had to defy dgath in the first place
and through his death at last had to draw atten-
tion: to him and the likes of him.

The institution of a four-member probe com-
mittee with 48 hours given for it to submit re-
port, by any standard, is a prompt move. The gov-
ernment certainly deserves appreciation for this.
But at the same time can we not ask for the pub-
lication of the report when it is ready?
Experiences with the follow-up of simhilar inci-
dents have been far from happy. It is urgent that
this report came out — particularly for two main
reasons. One is to bring to light what really goes
wrong at a time when the patients' lives are left
in the sole care of doctors. The other is for

appropriate actions so that medical professionals

mend their ways and contribute to the overall
improvement of our hospital service.

octors vary from person to person in their
devotion to duty. But it is the system that can en-
force a standard in their profession. Let the sys-
tem get perfected as much as possible and any
doctor unworthy of it will automatically find him-
self or herself thrown out.

Capitulation for UN

The other day we expressed our concern about
the safety of Bangladeshi troops stationed in the
Bihac enclave through this column. That our con-
cern was not misplaced is becoming more evi-
dent with the latest Serb attack that* has left no
less than five Bangladeshi soldiers wounded, one
of them seriously. Besieged and lightly armed. the
1,200 Bangladeshi troops appear to have been
held hostage by the Serb forces. At a time when
the main topic of discussion at the United Na-
tions' Security Council is the logistics of a smooth
withdrawal of UN peacekeeping forces from
Bosnia-Herzegovina, this attack on some of their
members is a further demonstration of Serbian
audacity. Before this the commander of the UN

eacekeeping forces in Bosnia, general Sir
ichael was not allowed to enter the Bihac

Eockct for a routine check of the condition of

deshi troops there.

t is surprising is the ultimate capitulation
of the UN in-the face of Serb essions. They
have taken hostage of UN forces, ed mediators
— they claim acgidentally, wounded UN peace-
keepers and violated one after another agree-
ment. All through the UN has issued empty
threats. Once the Serbs have sensed a rift in the
North Atlantic Treaty Organisation (NATO) and
indecision at the world's big capitals, they started
defying the UN with arrogance. The few sorties
UN bombers made will now be remembered
more as misdirected and miscalculated hits on
the Serb positions.

Are the Serbs unbeatable? Never in recent
history has occurred an remotely of such an
order of capitulation for the UN. Its failure in
Bosnia will have serious bearing on its ability to
play such a role ere in the world. The arms
embargo imposed on Bosnia by the Security
Co has seriously handicapped the Bosnian
forces' war ess. Now they are being de-
serted by the UN. So if the weaker countries’
confidence in the international body starts erod-
ing, no one can blame them. Instead of teaching
the Bosnian Serbs a lesson, the UN is now bu
beaﬂ::ﬁca hasty retreat from there. For its f{
from
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EN the whole of
turned Inlo
a killing BOeld, it is

surprising that there were so
many intellectuals to be killed
in Dhaka City on December 14,
1971. The Pakistani war ma

chine and Insane soldiers lel
loose on March 25, gave am-

ple demonstration of their
murderous mood by killing
quite a number of the coun

try's finest souls. Long belore
the army-led genocide many of
the intellectuals had left Dhaka
City. Even ordinary mortals
could sense foul in the air and
considered it unwise to stay in
the city. After the March 25
barbarie¢ swoop on the
Bangalees, there was no reason
to have any illusion any more

Most people tried to flee
beyond the range of the death-
spitting barrels of guns. The
long shadow of death and
destruction grew ominously
longer.

So the reason for the intei-
lectuals of the society to stay
in Dhaka has to be understood
in a deeper sense. Certainly
most of them cherished the
dream of an independent
Bangladesh. :

The planned extermination
of the soon-to-be free coun-
try's upper crust of population
was a last ditch-effort to be-
reave it of the intellectuals’
creative and constructive Ser-
vices for the nation soon to be-
come free. The hordes were
more than successful in their
attempt. This Nazi-style intel-
lectual decimation of a country
has rarely happened in mod-
erti times. Owr tragedy is that
we have not learnt from the
lessons of '71. What is nol so

Thoughts on Martyred Intellectuals Day

Their brains were the prime target of the occupation jorces

by whom they were defeated.
It is exactly these political
parties which have faltered
time and again. They have al-
lowed the parties with proven

well known is the continua
tion of that most despicable

© process. The diabolic bluep-

rint, is being implemented bit
by bit, fnilﬂ:'?r'?g the same
chilling and sinister methods.
Surprisingly, however, it is
our politicians who seem to be
less aware of this danger. Our
politics overly marked by frac-
liousness and ambition has
only helped the enemy s cause.
The anti-liberation forces show
an unflagging desire to pursue
their objectives — their belief
in a country that is no more,
and a terrible revenge on those

records of worst crimes, in-
cluding collaboration with the
Pakistan army, to inch into na-
lional politicse. The murderers,
rapists, torturers and looters
— all assembled under the
banner of Jamaat-e-Islami—
this time admitied their limi-
tations. THheirs is a most
heinous, long-term but seri-
ously devised strategy.

It is foolish not to read an

helped the enemy’s cause. :
— their belief in a country that is no

Th anti-

Loeas o

ominous sign in the reprisals
they have resorted to immedi
ately after the creation of
Bangladesh. The death of the
country’s creator Sheitkh Mujib
and his lieutenants — one of
them out of office then— was
the first decisfve blow. They
wanted to fish in the muddy
water and with the disappear-
ance of the battle-hardened
leaders. the stage was set jor
Machiavellian politics iIn which
they also could set a few rules
of their own.

It was not just a case of
strange political bed fellows
when freedom fighter Ziaur
Rahman, as president, had
Shah Azizur Rahman, a
wartime collaborator, as his
prime minister. Coups and
counter coups — attempted
ones included — marked the
rules of the presidents coming
from the barracks. Thai is
what the anti-liberation forces
wanted, Most. of our valiant
freedom fighters got killed in
the process.

Starting from the killing of
Bangabandhu all such political

murders can be connected al-
most with & straight line.

Having dane away with the old
guards. the anti-liberation
forces concentrated on bulld-
ing a solid political base. In
that task they have been [ol-
lowing both methods of intim
idation and distribution of
favour. Along with their
Madrassa-based political re-

cruitment. they have followed
it up with effective help at 1he
time of admission into colieges
and universities and further
support of money and accom
modation during study. Many
innocent and unsuspecting
youths have been tempted into
their trap This is how the
Chhatra Shibir has found its
cadre rank swelling over the
years

Infimidation was also an ef
fective mearis in the recruit
ment process. First they made
Chittagong University their
tgrget. Once they have estab
lished an almost unchallenged
control there, the Shibir ac
tivists flexed their muscle
Now they are perhaps the
stronger of the forces In
Rajshahi and Kushtia [slamic
Universities, So far as the
wielding of arms is concerned
They have combined it with
such ghastly methods as slit
ting of opponents’ wveins and
chopping off hands and legs
Their next target reportedly is
Dhaka University. Already they
have taken elaborate prepara-
tion for the purpose. All their
activities are based on a nearby
mosqgue. More than a score of
messes are being funded by
the Jamaat. These full-
pledged hostel-type messes
are conveniently used -for
Shibir recruitment. Even at a
time when their parent organ-
isatdons areé locked in a bitter
political imbroglio, the Chhatra

.ers with

Anti-liberation Forces' Politics of Vengeance

by Nilratan Halder

League and the Chhatra Dal
have joined hands together
with other studemt fronts to
form an all-party alliance and
demanded the university au
thority to take over the said
mosgue Reports on (he use of
the mosgue for pelitical pur
poses has not been seriously
contesied so f{ar

The defeated forces witi-
mate alm is to capture the
stale power winch. as yet is a
wong way off. In fact. consider-
ing all the various complex is-

sues, it looks improbable. But
certainly not impossible. They
are not in a hurry. And the way
our national peolitics is being
conducted by the main politi-
cal parties exposes the weak
points to the enemies. They
may get caught wrong-footed.
The vulnerability of our major
political parties may be Lhe
cause of the nation's losing a
firm foothold on owr political
process, The mainstream
political parties are all set to
lose their ways in wilderness
or get stuck in the cul de sac
It is exactly for such an op-
portune moment the murder-
their sharpened
knives under cloak are waiting
They would like to turn the
clock back and start once
again where they left off. Their
heinous design of intellectual
decimation has so far been
successful. On this day of sad-
ness. we can do take a fresh
vow to foil their design
through turning that feeling of
loss into a steely resolve That
way we pay homage not only to
the illustrious sons and
daughters who fell en this day

23 years ago but also do justice

to ourselves, befitting us.

- Marxist Victors Pledge Loyalty to King and Company

OUR years after the
F establishment of multi-
party democracy, the
world's only Hindu menarchy
has elected a communist
government.

Nepal's new Prime Minis-
ter, 74-year-old Man -Mohan
Adhikari, got the job after two-
weeks of po![-pnll negotiation
during which King Birendra
failed to secure agreement on
a coalition.

Adhikarfs Communist Party
United Marxist-Leninist (UML)
favours radical land reform,
the establishment of Bahu-
daliva Janabad (people’s
democracy in which other
parties would be allocated spe-
cial roles), and a more nation-
alistic stance,

But it will find that a strong
domestic opposition, a power-
ful peighbour and influential
Western countries will give it
little Toom for manoeuvre.

The UML upset most pre-

poll predictions by winning -

the largest single number of
parliamentary seats — 88 out of
265. But the social-democratic
Nepali Congress Party, whose
re-election bid was led by out-
going prime minister Girija
Prasad Koirala, won B3 seats
{down from 110 in the previ-
ous Parliament), and the
rapidly-growing royalist
Rashtriya Prajatantra Party

(RPP) emerged as the third °

largest group with 20 seats.

The result increases the
danger of political polarisation.
The UML was set up to har-
ness young Marxist activists
who tlerrorised eastern dis-
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Binod Bhattarai writes from Kathmandu

The world now has its first elected communist government under a constitutional monarch.

But the winning Marxists in Nepal find that they

are hemmed in by

political and economic

constraints. First test of strength for the new government is today’s ' (December 14) meeting

of Parliament.

Nepali Prire Minister Man Mohan Adhikari:
Cautious start

tricts by beheading landlords
in the early 1970s. [t came
into the open only four years
ago when street protests led
by*the Congress Party and the
communists forced the King to
relinquish absolute power and
establish multi-party democ-

racy.
Before the democratic re-
forms, feudal forces and

landowners controlled all gov-
ernments. After the reforms.
they tutned themselves into
the right-wing RPP.

The new government is

conscious of the problems it
faces and is moving cautiously.

Finance Minister Bharat
Moharr Adhikari says "we know
our limitations. Because of our
compulsion of being a minority
government, we will try to
work on the basis of consen-
sus. Our programme thus will
be of a milder dose."

It has pledged allegiance to
the multi-party constitution
and to the King and promised
a greater role for the private
sector® It approves "selective
privatisation” of state-run cor-
porations.

On land reform, the Finance
Minister emphasised that the
party's promises were "not
communist ideology.-but a ba-
sis for development. We will
try to build a consensus to
bring these reforms.” ' .

The government announ
that a high-level commission
will look into the issue, which
il sees as crucial in a country
where more than 90 per cent
of the 20 million people are
rural, and more than 40 per
cent are subsistence farmers.
Average annual income per
head is less than $200.

To ease political fears,
Prime Minister Adhikari said
after his appointment: "The

UML government will direct
its efforts for institutionalising
the democrajic process and
establishing a political culture
based on morals”. ;

The promises were reiter-
ated in Adhikari's first address
to the nation, when he named
"a clean govemnment and the
elimination of corruption” as
his priorities.

Corruption charges against
the Congress government
would be investigated, includ-
ing those against the former

- Prime Minister.

The party's first obstacle is
the December 14 (today's)
meeting of Parliament at
which the new government
will have to proveé it can
muster a majority. If it fails,
fresh elections will follow.

* But no political party wants
another poll now, so the UML
may scrape through with sup- -
port from either Congress or
RPP. .

Says RPP general-secretary
Dr Prakash Chandra Lohani:
"Whether the UML govern-
ment lasts five months or the
full five-year term depends on
their ability to mobilise sup-
port to address issues of broad

- - — =

}

Parjatan's river
cruise

Sir. Bangladesh Parjatan
Corporation has launched ML

Shalook for river excursion

both for the foreign and do-
mestic tourists every Friday
and Saturday from 10 am to 3
pm for five hours with tea, cof-
fee, snacks, lunch and cultural
show aboard at the cost of
‘Taka 500 per adult and Taka
300 per child. The capacity of
the tourist launch is reported
as 72 persons. If the launch
runs for five hours it would
earn Taka 72x500= Tk 36,000
each Friday and Saturday. Is
not Taka 36,000 for an excur-
sion of five hours too exorbi-
tant? It is also learnt that if
there is no capacity load of
passengers the launch weuld
not ply on that day. But it
would of course ply if anyone

makes full payment of Taka
36,000 for the five hours trip!

If I am correct the ML
Shalook with a single deck and
capacity of 52 passengers was
originally constructed at the
Narayanganj Dockyard in the

year 1968. The launch was

transferred to Khulna where in
it was pfying from near Khulna
Forest Jetty Ghat to Mongla
And back at a fare of Taka 10
per head one way on condition
that the minimum number of
passengers should be twenty.
[t took about 6-8 hours to
reach Mongla during low tide
and 10-12 hours on return
journey due to low power of

Letters for publication in these columns should be
addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed
with double space. For reasons of space, short letters
are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.
Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all communica-
tions must bear the writer's real name, signature and

the cngine. The operation of
the ML Shalook was stopped
and it was brought back to
Dhaka wherein it was lying out
of order and idle at Pagla Ghat
for about 18 years.

It is now learnt that the old
and dilapidated ML Shalook
has been repaired, made dou-
ble deck, capacity increased
from 52 to 72 at a cost of Taka
fourteen lakh. renovated and
painted and again put on
tourist operation.

Whatever it might be, but
we strongly feel that the pre-
sent existing rate of tariff of
the river cruise aboard ML
Shalook — Taka 500 per adult
and Taka 300 per child — is
too much on the high side,
which a common tourist
whether foreign or domestic
can hardly pay. And as such
most of the time the launch
may not be in use for the en-
visaged purpose and would be
misused and used for the VIPs
and government officials,

_ without earning the revenue.

We strongly feel that both
for the sake of fareign and
domestic tourists and also in
the interest of promotion and
development of tourism in the
country the rate of tariff may
be reduced from Taka 500 to
Taka 100 (one hundred only)
per -adult and from Taka 300
to Taka 50 (Taka fifty) only per
child, may be curtailing some
of the extravaganza on board.
The tourists may be allowed to
carry their own packet lunch
or tiffin or the same provided

on reasonable payment. There
is no need for cultural show on

board ML Shalook. because the -

purpose is sight seeing.

We also suggest that Friday
and Saturday may be ear-
marked for return visit to old
remains of historic Idrakpur
Fort in Munshiganj and
Sonakanda (Bandar) Fort re-
spectively by ML Shalock at
the confluence of Dhaleshwari,
Lakhia and Brahmaputra, built
by the Moghuls in the 17th
century.: This would create
much interest among the
tourists, both foreign and do-
mestic and also among our
students to know and re-dis-
cover Bangladesh.

We hope that our authori-
ties concerned may kindly se-
riously consider the matter
and take positive steps.

(O H Kabir
Dhaka-1203
Sustainable system

Sir, Murphy's Law has been
maintained well in Bangladesh
also by her "democratic" peo-
ple who are in charge of the
people's treasury and who are
longing for "Alibaba's treasure-
trove”, A

Regardless of the outcome,
all the exchanges of "formulas”
among the parties-in-parlia-
ment in the seesaw tactic'of
their political manoeuvres

strikingly unveiled this na- -

tion's developing sense of
democracy.

The low-cost house "talks”
banking on trial-and-error
strategy in pursuit of a perfect
system for a democratic ad-
ministration the power actors

- made everybody believe in

while keeping the voiers' hope
for happier days alive, medi-
ated by the colonial associa-
tion, could not have produced
fruits affordable to all despite a

blend of positivism and nega-
tivism leading the civic senti-
ments of optimism over pes-
simism to where no polity had
ever been. -

Now, long before the
doomsday is a reality, this state

may find herself better off with -

a governing syséem of her own
that can be a unique model as
well.

To that end, the following
oufline may be inside the terri-
tories of geographic entities :
Union Council or equivalent is
composed of one representa-
tive from each village or equiv-
alent elected by local resi-
dents:; District Council or
equivalent is composed of one
representative from each
Upazila or equivalent elected
by Union Council or equivalent

members: Division Assembly is -

composed of one representa-
tive from each Union/Upazila
or equivalent elected by Union
Council or equivalent mem-
bers; State Assembly is com-
posed of one representative
from each District or zone
proportional to population
elected by District Council
members; Division Assembly
elections are held at 3-year in-
terval and elect State Vice
President from open-to-all
candidates for 3-year terms.
State Assembly election is held
at 3-year interval and elects
State President from non-par-
tisan candidates for 2-year
term.

During election month, a
caretaker administration hea-
ded by the neutral President
or UN Secretary General's
representative assisted by a
dozen or so non-partisan
representatives of professional
bodies in ministerial capacity
can replace the incumbent
government.

M Rahman
Zila School Road, Mymensingh

"Because its government is
untested and the party has
many intelligent people. at
present | give them the benefit
of doubt," he adds. "We will
support UML as long as they
address issues of national con-
cern and not party interests.”

Taranath Ranabhat, a
spokesman for the Congress —
which still has a majority in
the upper chamber and in
more than 60 of the 75 dis-
trict councils — says: "Our in-
terest is to see that they en-
sure that democracy is work-
able, there is law and order,
human rights are upheld and
our economic reforms are not

reversed

Outside eyes will also be
watching closely. India wants
to know how the new govern-
ment intends to translate its
campaign complaints about
New Delbhi's high-handedness
into action. Although relations
with India have been stsadily
improving in the past three
years many Nepalese resent
India's domination of their

country's comamerce.

The industrialised countries
which provide more than 60
per cent of Nepal's develop-
ment budget are pleased with
the government's promise to
expand the private sector. But
they are less happy with the

, promise to impose price con-
troels and with the announce-

ment that the Congress policy

of the wholesale "selling out” of

public corporations will be

racrappeﬂ‘-—ﬂcmlmrim

Binod Bhattarai is senior

editor of ‘Spotlight’ magazine.

[Let Us be Patriotic for a
Change
Zahur Ahmed

Let us agree we love our
motherland. Let us agree that
this poor golden motherland of
ours has 120 million people
and most of them are below
the poverty line by any stan-
dard. We have about 30 million
unemployed and 75 % of our
population is illiterate. Is there
anything else we can agree on
— probably a lot more. May be
we can agree that we all want
power — oh sorry we must be
political leaders to be in
power.

We have elected 330 mem-
bers to the parliament at a
huge cost to the national ex-
chequer. The parliament
quickly made itself the
supreme body to govern this
poor nation by amending the
Constitution (they all agreed
then). The majority party
formed the government and
the second majority party
elected the leader of the oppo-
sition, all according to the
Constitution.

So after all these events
why are our political leaders in
the streets again? Our leaders
must remember that they have
been elected to the parliament
to govern this nation. If they
feel that they are unable to do
so then they should make
room for the able people. by-
elections can fill the respec-
tive vacancies. They all wanted
to institutionalise our hard
earned democracy. They made
the parliament the supreme
body of this nation, their first
democratic institution. So, it is
disgusting to see our leaders
use the streets to deliver their
Democracy Day speeches, only
in front of several thousand
people. What happened to our
national media (TV and Radio),
couldn't our leaders speak to
the whole nation via our na-
tional media. A lot more peo-
ple would have heard them in-
stead of the few thousands
gathered at the different street
corners and without disrupting
normal public life.

Please tell us. what do you
mean by "institutionalised
democracy”. You often use this
phrase in your statements. Do
you noi mean that (i) the par-
liament is the supreme body Lo
rule this nation, (i) all institu-
tions, agencies etc. involved in
governing the national affairs

should be under the parlia-
ment, {iil) the election to the
parliament should be free and
[air, (iv) all members should
have full access to the national
media. In addition, you can
énact laws in the parliament Lo
suit the needs to govern the
nation. This is how you can
institutionalise democracy. Use
the proper forum to enact the
required laws and policies to
conduct a free and fair elee-
tion, instead of street
speeches and street pro-
grammes. '

Please do not underesti-
mate the wisdom of our peo-
ple, looking at your action they
are questioning your motive.
They are not moved by useless
and ridiculous p . Do
you really plan to govern this
nation or you just want power?
Don't forget our people rise
spontaneously to the occasion.
Remember 1952, 1969, 1971,
and 1990 no body led the peo-
ple. The political leaders only
joined them to become lead-
Y :

- So for-a change let us be pa-
triotic, set aside your differ-
ences and work to really insti-
tutionalise the hard earned
democracy. Talk about what
you plan to do with the 30 mil-
lion unemployed, the’ econ-
omy; recurring flood, the liter-
acy, the traffic and transport
problems etc.

The people have elected
you to be the political elite of
this nation. You have formed
the government and the oppo-
sition by the rules of the
Constitution. What you really
should ensure is the election
to the parliament be free and
fair. So you should enact laws
toc make the Election
Commission independent and
responsible directly to the
parliament. All ministries
should be answerable to the
parliament. Make the proceed-
ings in the parliament more
flexible, transparent and
democratic. Let the individual
members speak their mind in-
stead of being restricted by the
floor-crossing rules.

The author is a (rained
physicist, who retumned (o the
cowntry few years back, and is
currently running several in-
dustrial units.
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