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Change in admin, laws suggested

Speakers at a seminar in
the capital vesterday said any
attempt to reform the existing
land system must be supple-
mented by other measures like
land administration reforms,
updating the present land lhws
and a proper documentation
sysiem

They said. the guestion of
land reforms has been margi-
nalised after independence
hecause of poor pelitical
response and absence ol any
implementation mechanisth

The Association for Land
Reforms and Development
(ALRD) and Oxfam. Bangla-
desh. jointly erganised the
seminar on “Land Reform:
Agenda in the 1990s" at the
Caritas auditortum at Malibagh.

Dr Hossain Zilur Rahman, a
Senior Research Fellow of the
Bangladesh Institute of Deve-
lopment Studies (BIDS),
presented the key-note paper
at the seminar.

Abdur Rab Chowdhury MP,
ADAB Chairperson Khushi Ka-
bir. noted economists Dr Atiur
Rahman and Dr Debapriya
Bhattacharya. journalist Rahat
Khan. Abdus Sattar Khan of
Bangladesh Krisak Federation
and ALRD Executive Director
Shamsul Huda took part in the
discussion.

Hossain Zillur Rahman in
his paper said, att to re-
torm the land system of the
courntry have proved a flop be-
cause the issue never got due
importance from the political

icadership
He said that between 1930s
and 1940s land reform was a

najor national issue. However.
after independence, it became
marginalised in the political
agenda.

Hesides, land reforms could
not be possible due to age-old
administrative system in the
COUniry, he said.

[)r Rahman informed the
seminar that total land area in
Lhie country was approximately
15 million acres of which only
two- Lhirds under cultivation.

'he fallow land as a propor-
nion of total land area was less
'tlan three per cent, he said,
peT capita land availability was
inidder 20 decimals.

He said that at the begin-
irg of this century, there was
i person for each aecre of
land while. now, there are five
persarns for each acre.

Hossain Zillur Rahman said

that with the present popula-
non growth, per ca[ﬁﬂ
ability of land could

much as eight persons by the
=11l of the century.

"he total landlessness in

country stood at 53 per
it of the total households
Laring 1980s, he said, adding
hat with the increased migra-
non of rural population to ur-
han areas increase in the rate
of rural landlessness may have
slowed down in the 1990s.

[r Debapriya Bhattacharya
sail the net cropping area in
the country was more than 53
per cent.

He said agriculture growth
wis required in the rural
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economy which would lead to
surplus, increasing Lthe buying
capacity ol tha* majority popu-
lation.

Rahat Khan said, crise-
crossing 'aals’ (the land bound-
aries) symboliseci the state of
land in the county.

"Our politicians never paid
their attention to the need for
land reforms, he said, "because
they had to spend more time
on removing the constitutional
problems than looking at the
people's problems.”

Abdur Rab Chowdhury
pointed out that a law in 1950
abalished the ‘jamindari sys-
tem' in the country eliminating
all rent-seeking interests for
the interest of the common
people.

But the present waterbody
leasing system brouyght back
not only the feudal system but
also their . he said.

The Member of Parliament

the existing local govern-
mentis, any attempt to reform

union parishad, se that they
would list the amount of khas
land and the number of land-
less people.

Chowdhury, a lawyer by
profession. sct-

He also strongly np-ullt
against the utility of having
land registration offices saying
the officed made the existing
land documentation system
more complicated.

Dr Atiur Rahman pointed
out that the policy planners
and NGOs should give atten-
tion not only to the moderate
poor but also to the potential

poor .

for effective land reform

Productive assets of the |

country have been destroyed in
the name of developmeni, he
said pointing out that the land
acquired for bu of the
DC, and SPs at the districts
prove what kind of develop-

ment usually takes place ln the
rural areas.

Abdus Sattar Khan uld. de-
velopment initiatives and high
techinology in agriculture have
‘deep [ried’ the lives of the
farmers wiping out their
indigenous farming knowledge.

Khushi Kabir said, the
landless people aspiring for
'khas land’ have been re-
pressed by the vested groups
with 10 to 12 false cases flled

each of them.

Shamsu! Huda hoped the
politicians would restore the
priority of the land reforms in
their political agenda and
bring about the desired eco-
nomic emancipation of the

people.

SC vacation
bench

The Chief Justice of the
Supreme Court has constituted
a vacation bench to deal with
urgent matters of the High
Court Division during the pe-
riod of vacation, a notification
of Supreme Court said yester-
day. reports BSS.

Thre two-member vacation

bench has been constituted

with Justice B B Roy Chowd-
hury and Justice D M Ansarud-
din Ahmed.

The court has gone into va-
cation from yesterday and the
leave will last till January next.

During the vacation period,
Justice Ansaruddin Ahmed will
sit in the court room no 8 on
December 18 and 19 while
Justice Roy Chowdhury will sit
in the court room no 6 on De-
cember -26 and 27 for hearing
of special emergency matters,
the notification added.

Dhaka Youth
Foundation
anniversary

By Staff Correspondent

T‘l}e Dhaka Youth Foun-
dation will hold a reception in
honour of some eminent
persons on the occasion of its
founding anniversary on
January 20.

The programme will be
held at the Institution of En-
gineers' in the city, saild a
press release.

On the occasion, it added a
souvenir titled "Rhidaye Dha-
ka" will be published. The
foundation has urged all inter-
ested persons to send their
articles on the Liberation War
or the tradition of Dhaka to A
Sarkar Babu, B 29, Block E,
Zakir Hossain Road, Moham-

or Md. Munir Hossain

Mintu, 198, Bangsal Road,

Dr Angus 1n city
to give lectures
at universities

Dr Angus Calder, an emi-
nent literary critic and writer,
is now visiting Bangladesh to
deliver a series of lectures at
the universities of Dhaka, Ja-
hangimagar and Rajshahi, -says
a press release.

He will also give lectures on
"Colonial and Post-Colonial Lit-
erature” at a Conference on
Colonial and Post-Colonial En-
counters at Dhaka University
from December 20-22, 'Com-
monwealth Literature' and TS

Eliot's Poetry’' at Jahangirnagar
University on December 17

and 18 respectively.

He will give lecture on
‘Post-Colonialism’' at Rajshahi
University today.
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Retary District 3280 Bangladesh arranged a reception to the srgeuns and physicians who

conducted first ever IOL Eye Camp sponsored by the Rntary\.[)istrict Bangladesh recently at
Rotary District Secret.anat Rtn M Mosharraf Hossain is seen welcoming the surgeons and

doctors.
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Death anniversary

The 23rd death anniversary
of Shaheed Dr Mafiz Uddin
Khan will be observed today,
says a press release.

Dr Khan was killed in an air
attack by the Pakistan Army at
his residence at 106, New
Elephant Road, Dhaka, on this
day in 1971.

A milad mahfil and Quaran
khaurani will be held at his
residence to pray for the de-
parted soul.

BSC confce
begins today -

A conference of the agents
of Bangladesh Shipping Corpo-
ration (BSC) of 16 countries of
Asia and Africa begins today in
the port city of Chittagong, re-
ports BSS.

The two-day conference
will be inaugurated by Secre-

tary of the Shipping Ministry
Waliul Idlam.
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ASA's annual
meet begins

The three-day annual coor-
dination meeting of the Asso-
clation for Social Advancement
(ASA) began Monday at the
city's WVA auditorium, says an

ASA press release yesterday.

The prime objective of the
meeting is to analyse the con-
straints faced during imple-
menting programmes of the
organisation throughout the
Yyear and to draw up next year's
plan, the release added.

The inaugural meeting was
presided over by Md Shafiqul
Haque Choudhury, chief ex-
ecutive, ASA.

60 arrested

1n City |

Police arrested 60 people,

including 12 wanted criminals,

from different parts of the city

vesterday, a DMP press release
said. reports UNB.

All the arrested were pro-
duced before the court.

‘Obituary

By Staff Currespundént

Income tax adviser and
Advocate Md Sirajul Islam died
al his residence at South
Goran yesterday afternoon. He
was 54.

He was suffering from vari-
ous diseases for long time.
Islam left behind his wife, a
son, three daughters and a
host of admirers.

His namaz-e-janaza will be
held at the Baitul Mukarram
mosque after Zohr prayers to-

day.
& & & & & & &

Dr Benajir Kamal. FRCS
|(Edinburgh), died yesterday at
London. He was 45, says a
press release,

Dr Kamal the consultant
urologist of the BIRDEM and

.th; Specialised Hospital (Pvt) -
lAd,

Alyson Reive, two sons and a |
host of relatives and admirers

left behind his wife Dr

to mourn his death.

Btudenu of the Dhaka Unwerllty demonstrating in front of thu office of vice chancellor
yenurdly for shifting thn Honours and Master degree examinations.
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'Govt initiates integrated
tree plantation'’

Energy and Mineral Reso-
urces Minister Dr Khandaker
Mosharral Hossain Monday
said the government has ini-
tiated an integrated tree plan-
tation programme to maintain
ecological balance and envi-
ronmental upgradation across
the country, reports BSS.

He urged the botanists to
extend their allout help and
cooperation for the successful
implementation of the tree
plantation programme to in-
creasé the green areas and de-
velop forest resources of the
courntry. -

The energy minister was
inaugurating the 8th biennial
botanical conference held at
the auditorium here.

Sponsored by the Bangla-
desh Botanical Society, the
inaugural session was also
addressed by the chairman of
the conference organising co-
mmittee and Vice-Chancellor
of Dhaka University Professor
Emajuddin Ahmed, president
of Bangladesh Academy of
Sciences Dr S D Chowdhury,
president of Bangladesh Bota-
nical Society Prol Salar Khan
and general secretary Prof
Abdul Aziz.

Over ane hundred botanists
and experts from India, Pa-
kistan, Sri Lank, Nepal and
host Bangladesh are taking
part in the six technical ses-
sions of the two-day confer-
ence.

THe energy minister said,
Bangladesh has the heritage of
a very rich and varied biologi-
cal diversity of thousands of
species of flowering plants. But
due to the lack of proper care,
a large number of species of
flora . nd fauna area being
threatened with gradual ex-
tinction, he said adding, de-
forestation, forest conversion,
agricultural and industrial pol-
lution, flood control and other
expleitation of biological re-
sources are the main factors of
loss of biological diversity. It is
urgent need to undertake a se-
rious study and prepare a

and varied plant bio-diversity
as early as possible before they
face extinction, he said.

Dr Mosharral Hossain said,
plants have always been very
useful for the survival of
mankind and important factor
to the welfare of men. They
not only provide food for men
but also give shelter. clothing,

. medicare and other amenities

of life, he said and added:
"plants can tap .solar energy
Lthrough the process of photo-

lEiht;in.'

Kaal'spntin g
exhibition
begins today

By Staff Correspondent

A fortnight-long solo expo-
sition of paintings by T A Ka-
mal Kabir opens at the gallery
of Alliance Francaise today.

The exhibition, Kamal's first
since 1978, will be inaugu-
rated by renowned cartoonist
Rafiqun Nabi at 4:30 pm.
Director-in-charge,
Department of Fine Arts,
Bangladesh Shilpakala Aca-
demy Subir Choudhury, will be
present as special guest.

Forty-four works in oil,
acrylic and mixed media will
be on display.

The show will remain open
from 3 pm to 8 pm everyday
barring Saturdays. until De-
cember 30.

complete inventory of our rich

Dr Atiur Rahman, senior research fellow of BIDS,
addressing the opening session of three-day annmal co- .
ordination meeting of the ASA at city's WVA auditorium
Monday.

'Buddhist Trust okays Tk

one lakh for Ctg Bihar

A meeting of the Buddhist
Religious .Welfare Trust was
held yesterday in the Ministry
of Religious Affairs with Minis-
ter for Religious . Affairs
Muhammad Keramat Ali in the
chair, reports BSS.

4 JCD activists'

release demanded

Leaders of the Jahangir-
nagar University unit of the
Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal yes-
terday demanded release of
four JCD activists who had
been rounded up by police
during a hall raid last month,

reports [JNB.

Addressing a press confer-
ence at the JUCSU buudlng,
JCD leaders Masud Hasan and
Manirul Islam also demanded
that those dccused in the Dipu
murder case be arrested im-
mediately.

The trust has approved

Taka one lakh for initial im-
plementation of the master
plan of Chittagong Buddhist
Bihar and effort would be made
for arranging more fund for
the Bihar. The trust has also
taken steps for appointing
more Buddhist religious teach-
ers in the schools and colleges
in the Buddhist community ar-
eas through the Ministry of
Education.
- Detailed discussion took
place with regard to extending
all possible help and assistance
for the welfare of the Buddhist
community in the country.

Members of the trustee
board Mrs Ma-Mya Ching, MP,
Prof Dr Samiran Dewan, and
Aung Tha Kyou aitended the
meeting. Secretary, Ministry of
Religious Affairs., Anwarul Is-
lam and the secretary., Bud-
dhist Religious Welfare Trust,
Bimal Kanti Barua were also
present.

77 DU teachers

By Staff Correspondent

Seventy-seven teachers of
the Dhaka University in a joint
statement yesterday strongly
condemned the bomb attack
aon the residence of Justice
Kazi A T Monwaruddin and
demanded a probe into the in-
cident to punish the persons
responsible,

Expressing their grave con-
cern, the teachers said such
attack would discourage many
judges from performing their
duties |ndependently

Supreme Court is the
mirardian of the Constitution,
they saild, "adding therefore

we must always be respectful
to the verdict of the judges.

Prof Alam's

clarification

By DU Correspondent

Professor A H M Mahbubul
Alam yesterday said that the
clarification of the Dhaka
University Teachers’
Association (DUTA) which was
published Saturday was not
logical and satisfactory'.

The DUTA, in a statement
Saturday. said that the associa-
tion had proposed suspension
of two teachers — Professor
Alam and Professor Harunur
Rashid Khan — only for the
sake of a proper investigation
into the allegations which
were brought against them by
the® teachers of the Economics ',
Department of the universi [ry

Prof Alam in his staterhent
vesterday said, "The stlate-
ments of the DUTA are illogi-
cal, unreasonable; unconvince-
ing and politically motivated.”

The faculty members of the
Economics Department de-
manded dismissal of these two
teachers for their alleged
‘corruption’ and 'unethical’ ac-
tivities last week.

But both professors denied
the allegations.

Body of Law

Association

By Staff Correspondent

Advocate Mohammad Zakir
Hossain and advocate Biplob
Saha were elected president
and general secretary respec-
tively of the Bangladesh Haw
Association yesterday.

The election to the associa-
tion's executive council for the
year 1995 was held at the
Science Annex Building of the
Dhaka University during its
ninth annual conference, said a
news release.

Other elected office-bearers
were: vice-presidents: Abul Ho-
ssain Khandaker, Abul Kashem
Sujan, Noor Md Jahangir, Md
Abdur Rab Howladar and Md
Akhteruzzaman; joint secre-
taries: Md Abul Kalam and A K
M Afzalul Munir; assistant sec-
retary: Md Jahangir Alam: or-
ganising secretary: Ataul Karim
JKhan; finance secretary: Syed
Tanwir Ahmed: literacy, edu-

-cation and research secretary:
Jalaluddin; publicity and public
relations +secretary: Susanta

Kumar Saha; law and social
welfare secretary: Manzur Md

Shahnewaz Tipu; sports, cul-
ture and entertainment secre-
tary: Md Mynul Haqg; publica-
tion secretary: Syed Azad
Surhani; office secretary:
Nasheet Mustafiz Rahman; as-
sistant office secretary: Kamrul
Hossain Tito; international af-
fairs ‘secretary: Mohammad
Shahjahan and executive
members: Golamn Mahbub, Abu
Md Mortaish, Molla Abu Kow-
sar, Kazi Jamil Haqg, Sarkar
Tahmina Sandhya, Rafiul Islam
Tipu, Meherunnessa Mala, Md
Muniruzzaman, Ruhul Imran,
Zahirul Hag and Nurul Islam
Shakeel.

Annual picnic

The annual picnic of the
Ex-students' Association of
' Siddeswari High Schoel (1967
batch) will be held on De-
cember 30. Interested mem-
bers have been requested to
contact — Nasir, member-
secretary of the association,
589/C Malibagh Chowdhury

' slam bomb attack |

Para, Dhaka (near Al-Madina
hotel.) Tel: 402634, B32725,

| says a press release.
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