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P e et

Nomi Quamar of Pakistan in acltion against India's Saif Aail in the qumlurrlmulu u{ the ITF
Central Asian Circuit tournament at the Ramma Tennis Complex yesterday. Qamar moved

into the last uur w:th a 6-3, 4-6, 6-3 win.

— Star phutn -

IOC jamboree at Atlanta

"ATLANTA., Dec

12: Dlyrnpit: lea-
ders will try to
make sense of
China's doping
riddle when they
gather for a series of meetings
in -Atlanta this week, reports
Reuter.

On the one hapd their own
expert says the positive tests
returned by seven Chinese
swimmers at the Asian games
offer clear evidence of a sys-
tematic doping programme in
swimming.

At the same iime the
International Olympic Com-
mittee (IOC) itself apparently
buys the official Beijing line
that the exploesion of Chinese
doping shguld be laid at the
door of individual athletes and
' coaches, rather than
country's sports leaders.

- Although ddping accusa-

ns — particularly in swim-
ming and athletics — have
been widespread for several
years, 10C president Juan
Antonio Samaranch declared
in October Lhat he believed
Chinese sport was “very clean.”

His words came back to
haunt him last month when
the Olympic Council of Asia
[OJA) announced-that a total of
1! Chinese athletes in four
sports had tested positive for
the anabolic steroid dehy-
drolestosterone (DHT] at the
Asian Games in Hiroshima in
October.

An 10C spokesman said re-
cently that Samaranch's "very
clean” declaration had been
meant as a signal to Chinese
Olympic officials that he was
confident they would put their
house in order.

But the house looked de-
cidedly dishevelled last week
when Manfred Donike, a
member of the 10C's doping
sub-commission and the
world's foremost doping ex-
pert, said there was no doubt
China had been systematically

doping it swimmers.
Donike, who runs the 10C-

approved anti-doping labora-
tory in Golobage and was in-
volved in analysing the
Hiroshima urine samples, said:
“from the tests it can be con-
cluded that there is systematic

ele2

the -

- task,

doping with the substance de-

h}rdrutestust:runc in swim-
ming.” b
Although the 10C acknowl-
edges the seriousness of the
situation, it has been at pains
to exonerate the Chinese
Olympic Committee (COC]),
which on Thursday banned the
seven swimmers for two years.

Atlanta won't
take any risk
this time

ATLANTA, Dec 12: In 1992,
Atlanta was embarrassed when
its baseball team, the Braves,
hosted the Toronto Blue Jays
in the World Series and acci-
dentally flew the Canadian Hag
upside down, reporis AP.

During the 1996 Summer
Olympic Games, the city
doesn't want a repeat.

Changes in the world, espe-
cially the birth of new coun-
tries as communist regimes
collapsed. have complicated
things.

"This verification. which
used to be an easy, routine
is for the first time a
more difficult job.,” said
Francois Carrard, director
general of the International

Committee. .

That's why the US Army
band will play close to 200
country's anthems this week as
organizers work to ensure they
have the right flag and national
anthem for every participating
country.

They will tape the songs.
which will be played back to
representatives attending the
Association of National
Olympic Committees meeting
here this week. Each of the
196 country representatives
will be asked to verify nis
country’s flag and anthem. -

The task is com-
plicated in the case of about a
dozen countries whose na-
tional symbols are missing
from US t files. In
most cases, the country is so
new that it doesn't yet have a
flag or anthem. In other cases,
the country may not have
diplomatic ties with the
United States. Those countries
have been asked to bring sheet
music with them this week.

Jacques Rogge of Belgium, a
member of the 10C medical

commission and president of
the Association of European
National Olympic Committees,
said: "They (China's sports

_leaders) have been going light

in checking their own coaches
and trainers.

"They say these are individ-
ual cases but the National
Olympic Committee and all the
sports administrators have the
moral responsibility to make
sure that individuals den't
cheat. :

“If it happened in my coun-
try. I as chairman of my na-
tional Olympic committee
would take the blame and say
publicly "sorry, folks, I've not
performed by duties.”

Many western coaches be-
lieve there is systematic dop-
ing in Chinese swimming and
Australian trainers are to urge
the sport's world governing
body to ban China from all in-
ternational swimming lor four
years, including the 1996
Olympics in Atlanta.

Germany has said it will
boycott all major swimming
meetings in China until it can
be proved that the country's
swimmers are free of drugs.

Hpwever, Rogge did not ac-
cept thal the rash of positive
lests indicated a state-sup-
ported doping programme.

“They say they have none
and I'm prepared to believe
them because otherwise we
would have had more problems

in more sports over a longer
period.” he said.

IOC medical commission
chairman Prince Alexandre de
Merode will report the details
of the Hiroshima findings to
the 10C executive board on
Friday during a week-long
series of meetings in Atlanta.

As well as staging the four-
day executive board meeting
starting on Wednesday, the
1996 Games city will also play
host to around 1,000 delegates
from 196 countries attending
the general assembly of the
Association of National
Olympic Committees.

Asked whether any kl‘:j" is-
sues would be discussed, one
delegate said: "No. it's a jam-
boree.”
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=1 Indian junior champion,

Sports Reporter
Eight first round matches

| were decided on the opening.

day of the second Biman Open
squash championship at the
Gulshan Club

The tournament, urgﬂnl:cd
BV the Bangladesh Squash and
Rackets Federation (BSRF),
was inaugurated by the Guishan
Club president K Z Islam. The
BSRF president, A M Chowd-
hury, was also present on the
mtaaiﬂn :

*Mﬁumdermooher

from Dec 17

Sports Reporter

The third F H Majumder
memorial snooker champi-
onship featuring 32 cueists
from different liated clubs
ol the Bangladesh Billiards -and
Snooker Federation, will begin
at the Narayanganj Club billiard
room from Deecember 17.

The second round matches
will be best of seven frame
ones while the final on De-
cember 22 will be a best of 13
frame match.

Luckless locals

Pakistan's Nomi Qamar and
ljaz Ahmed and India's Rohan
Saikia and Manoj Mohadevan
moved into the boy's singles
semifinals of the first
Central Asian Circuit tennis
tournament at the Bamna
Tennis Complex here yester-
day reports BSS.

In the quarter-finals, Nomi,
beat India's Saif Aali 6-3, 4-6,
6-3: [jaz outplayed Niranjan of
Bangladesh 6-2, 6-0: Rohan
(India) crushed Hossain of
Bangladesh 6-2, 6-1 and Manoj
routed Rumi of Bangladesh 6-
1, 6-2.

Nomi will take on Manoj of
India and ljaz will face Rohan
(India) in the semi-finals today
in the afternoon.

The Indians dominated the
girl's singles claiming all the
four semifinal places.

They were: Gautom Sheetal,
Aparna Suresh, Rekha Nat-
arajan and Radhika Mandeka.

In the quarter-finals,
Sheetal humbled Anudhini
Ranasinghe of Sri Lanka 6.0,
G-0. Apama defeated Anushaka
Raziah (Sri Lanka) 6-3, 6-4;
Rekha scored a 6-2, 6-4 win
over Dinali de Silva of Sri

" Lanka and Radhika drubbed

Janeefar of Bangladesh 6-0, 6-
1.

The semifinals will take
place today in the morning.

it was and all-India affair in
the girl's doubles too.

Iindia's Sheetal and Aparnh
reached the final beating Israt
of Bangladesh and Anudhini of
Sri Lanka 6-2, 6-0 while
Rekha-Radhika qualified for
the final beating Dinali and
Anushka of Sri Lanka 6-4, 2-6,
" 7-5 in the semifinals yesterday.

iIn the boy's doubles,
Pakistan's Nomi and Ijaz:
India's Manoj-Saif Ali and
Rohan-Vishal pairs and Rahat
and Niranjan of Bangladesh
moved into the semifinals.

Eyles breezes

BOMBAY, Dec 12: Australian
Rodney Eyles trounced Indian
qualifier Paul Ferriera in the

first round of the 85,000-dol-
lar Mahindra international

| squash tournament here
Monday, AFP.

Eyles, ranked fourth in the
world and seeded third here,
downed Ferriera, a former
15-6,
15-12, 15-8 to move into the
second round.

In other action, sixth-
seeded Tony Hands of Britain
beat India's Arjan Singh 15-6,
15-12, 15-9 and 15th-seeded
New Zealander Paul Steel de-
feated Meherwan Daruvala, a
five-time Indian national
champion, 15-4, 156, 15-2.

Angus Kirkland of Britain
beat Frenchman Julien Bonetat

15-12, 13-15, 15-11, 185-1
while Paul of Britain
beat Craig of Australia

16-6, 159, 15-6.

Simon Parke of Britain beat
compatriot Tim Gamer 157,
9-15, 15-11, 15-13.

The six-day 32-player event

wumlrradhyﬂu-lllt*m.

withdrawal of world champion
Jansher Khan of Pakistan al-

legedly for security reasons.

Christie backs
Diane Modahl

world 100 metres "
said that justice not
otherwise be done.

“We are all behind Diane.
Never before have so many
sports people come out and
said they believe someone is

cares aboul its athletes.™

Christie said.

ITF |
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Larsson stuns Sampras |

i

| leading the way and the hn-t "review preparations for the

-

;IUHIEH Dec 12:
t's been a good
week for Magnus
Larsson.
came the Davis
Cup title, then
victories over the two top-
ranked players in the world
and the 1.5 million dollars
murmn 24, hit the bigges
t t
jackpot in tennis when he
upset top-ranked Pete
Sampras 7-6, 4-6, 7-6, 6-4
Sunday to win the Compag
Grand Slam Cup. reports AP.
"This is the best Christmas
present | could get.," said
Larsson, whose victims during
the week also included No 2

Andre Agassi.

"Money is 1mpurtant but
it's not everything.” said
Larsson.

He hinted that a Third-
Division ice hockey team in his
hometown Olofstrom in
Sweden might see some of the
money. The sports bar he dis-

| cussing  with some other

Swedish athletes will have to
wait, however. "It's not fun to
open a bar when you can't be
there."

Last weekend, Larsson
helped Sweden capture the
Davis Cup title.

“This has been a great
week, | beat No 1 and No 2,
but the Davis Cup is
you dream about all your life,
the two cannot be compared.”
Larsson said. ,

Larsson nearly equalled his
entire career prize money of
1,690,317 dollars and more
than doubled his 1994 earn-
ings, which had stood at
E;B.lﬂﬁ dollars before the fi-
nal.

Sampras, who won the in-
augural Grand Slam Cup in
1990, earned 750,000 dollar,
plus a bonus of 500,000 dollars
for the two Grand Slam titles

he won in 1994 — the
Austiralian Open and
Wimbledon.

The. tournament invitea 16
players with the best records
in the four Grand Slam events,
which also include the French
and the US Opens.

Larsson. who
beaten Sampras in five previ-
ous matches, made the tour-
uarm:nt by virtue of reaching

had never

the semifinals at the French
Open, his best career finish at
a Grand Slam event. He is
ranked 19th in the world.

"He has improved a lot, he
is a very underrated player and
he's someone who la going to
be a force next year," Sampras
sald., "His confidence is huge,
hchannhugcﬂrutmcnnd
second serve and he backs it
up with some big ground
strokes."

Sampras won 10 titles this

year, the last one at the ATP
Tour World Championship in

Frankfurt in November.
But he could ngt match the

.}"': %

raw power of Larsson, who hit
31 aces and 28 service win-

ners on the fast carpet surface
before 11,000 fans at the

Olympic Hall.

"The way he was serving

and pl.n]ﬁng. [ didn't really have
a chance,” Sampras said.

By adding 1.25 million dol-

lars to his 1994 earnings,

Sampras reached the record
sum of 4,857,812 dollars for a
year. The money here also
boosted the career earnings
for the two-time Wimbledon
champion over 16 million dol-
lars.
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Magnus Larsson ]}ﬂSEE with the Grand Slam Cup after
defeating American Pete Sampras in the final in Munich on

Dec 11. Larsson won 7-6, 4-6, 6-4,

— AFP photo

Another American gimmick?

ATLANTA, Dec 12:
Olympics athletes
will start the
1996 Games by
watching the op-
ening ceremony on television,
reports AP.

A plan to seat the 10,000
competitors in Atlanta Fulton
County Stadium and march
them to the adjacent Olympic
Stadium for the traditional pa-
rade passed a major hurdle
Sunday with final approval
from the IOC athletes com-

mission.

Unless o § are raised
in the executive board, the
Internatiomal Olympic

Committee’s final review level,
the athletes will watch the
start of the ceremonies on
Friday night, July 19, 1996, on
the giant TV screen in the sta-
dium that has been home of
the Atlanta Braves U.S Major
League Baseball club since
1966

During the ceremonies the
teams would leave their seats
in the old stadium and march
across the street to the main
Olympic stadium, now under
construction.

Followi

parade of at

the traditional
, with Greece

ks

United States bringing up the
rear, the teams will remain in
the main stadium _for the rest
of the ceremonies.

“We: finalised what we basi-
cally agreed to in Paris,” said
Prince Albert of Monaco, vice
chairman of the athletes
commission.

Albert said officials were
studying ways of assuring the
athletes didn't miss a second
of the ceremonies — perhaps
even imstalling television sets
along the 400-meter quarter
mile route between the two
stadiums so they could meoni-
tor the action.

“We're working on that.”
said Charlie Battle, a senior of-
ficial of the Atlanta Committee
for the Olympic Games who
met with a working group of
the athletes commission
Sunday. “We're trying to ar-
range it so the athletes are
able to keep up with what's go-
ing on.”

Sunday's meetings began a
week of sessions involving the
1I0C and the Assdciation of
National Olympic Committees.
The main business will be for
the world ‘s almost 200-NOCs
to see the venues  where the
96 Games will take place and

————
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.appeared

100th birthday of the modern
Olympics.

While the athletes always
have marched in the opening
ceremonies, they often have
almost as
afterthoughts, kept in staging
areas ahead of titne and unable
to watch th® party being
thrown in their honour.

At the 1992 Barcelona
Games, the athletes were al-
lowed to stay on the stadium
infield and watch the end of
the ceremonies and a massive
fireworks show. They wanted
at least the same in Atlanta,
and organisers wanted to make
sure the athletes could watch
the show and still make a

nd entrance.’
Although the athletes

commission just about com-
pleted work on opening cere-
monies, it did not touch on the
issue of when to run the
men’'s marathon,

Traditionally, the marathon
has been the final competi-
tion, finishing in the main
stadium during the closing
ceremonies. That would mean
starting the 42.2 kilometer
(26 mile, 385 yard) race in the
worst of the heat and humidity
of a Southeastern American
summer afternoon.
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-World GP

BANGKOK, Dec 12: World
number one Susi Susanti of In-
donesia survived four match
points before beating Ye Zhaoy-
ing of China for a record fifth
women's singles title in the
World Grand Prix badminton
finals on Sunday, reports
Reuter. i

Ardy Wiranata also came
from behind to win a dramatic
three-game battle against fel-
low Indonesian “Allan Budi
Kusuma in the men's si
final of the 300,000 dollar
tournament. .

Ye. beaten by Susanti last
yuirmdmnin]awd from the start

aying vel
to take the ﬂm mw d

When the score stood at 7-7
in the second game, Ye again
raced away to 10-7 and had
four match points within her
grasp.

But Susanti called on her
experience in defence, sweep-
ing to the game 12-10 and
dominating the third to com-
plete a. 4-11, 12-10, 11-4 tri
umph.

Wiranata, too. made a disas
trous start, trailing 9-1 againsi
the smashing power of
Olympic champion Kusuma at
one stage and losing the firs!
game 15-9.

But Wiranata, who lost the
Olympic final to his compa-
triot, patiently worked his way
back into contention towards
the end of the first game, forc
ing Kusuma into long baseline
ralles and making him work

lfardk)rﬂujrpumt.

As Kusuma began to tire and
make unforced errors
Wiranata played superbly at the
net to take the second game
and force a decider,

Ten minutes into the third
game, it was all over as
Kusuma's resistance suddenly
crumbled and Wiranata went
on to take the victory by 9-15
15-7. 15-5.

in an all-Scandinavian
mixed-doubles final, Thomas
Lund and Marlene Thomson of
Denmark beat Swedes Jan
Eric Antonsson and Astrid
Crabo 12-15. 15-4. 15-9

Jansher doesn't
feel safe

KARACHI. Dec 12 Worid
squash champion .Jansher
Khan has pulled out ol the
Mahindra international tour
nament in Bombay starting i
Monday because he is no
happy about arrangements (o

his personal safety reporis
Reuter.
Jansher had insisted on

special security te appear in
the event. following reports of
Hindu-Muslim communal ten
sion in parts of the country

"Documents which the o
ganisers faxed to me regarding
security guarantees by the
Indian Home Department are
not enough.” he said in Karac hi
on Sunday.

Jansher, who beat
England's Peter Marshall o
win the Pakistan Open in
Karachi on Friday, said he had
told the Bombay tournamen
organisers of his decision tn
telephone.

Last year Jansher did not
take part in the inaugural
Mahindra tournament after or
ganisers said they could not
guarantee his safety following
threats to Pakistan sportsmen
visiting India.

Tournament director Anul
Singh had said on Friday that
"all hurdles had been cleared’
to ensure Jansher's participa
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Today’s Cryptoquip clue: N equals M

The C

p is a substitution ciphe

r in which one

letter stands for moth« If you thlnl: that X equals O, it

will equal O t
words and words using

locating vowels. Snnluﬂon Is

X

puzzie. letters, short
j-oudmtn



