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multiple collision in Puncack hill resort, south of Jakarta, has
killed 12 people and seriously injured six others, the Antara
news agency said on Monday, AFP reports from Jakarta.
Antara quoted a witness as saying that the accident hap-
pened when a bus hit a minfbus with nine people on board,
which then collided with another car after its brakes failed.

Turkish violence Kkills 6: A amed ciasn

between two groups killed a town mayor and five other
peeple on Sunday in an area of southeastern Turkey
dominated by ethnic Kurds, the Anatolia news ggency said, AP
reports from Batman.

Armed men raiding a house in Yycebag where the mayor
was staying were met with gunfire, the news agency said. The
six were killed in the gun battle. No reason was given for the

fighting. s

US surgeon gen SE:?PS down: us
Surgeon General Joycelyn Elders, fo to resign because of
her blunt talk, says she told the truth from the perspective of
‘the poor. whose outlook is "very different from someone who
plans a trip to Europe every summer.” AP reports from
Washington. :

President Clinton demanded Elders' resignation on Friday
after learning that she had told reporters at an AIDS
conference that masturbation should be discussed in schools

as part of human sexuality. <
Int'l confce in Bangkok:

Fighting the international problem of narcotics by reduecing
demand is the theme of a United Nations-sponsored
.international conference that opened on Monday. AP reports
from Bangkok.

More than 600 people from 100 countries are expected to
attend the 1994 Non-Governmental Organisation World Fo-
rum on Drug Demand Reduction, being held with the support
of the United Nations International Drug Control Programme.

US officer dies in Pakistan: meus

embassy s investigating the death of an US air force sergeant
who fell from his fourth-floor hotel room window, embassy

officials said on Sunday. AP reports from Islamabad.

Staff Sgt. Mark Shearer, 28, died early Friday. the officials
said, speaking on condition of anonymity. The embassy re-
fused to say whether foul play was suspected or whether it
was an accident.
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3 killed in Manila church: x suspected
drug-crazed man killed three church workers before he was
shot to Heath by policemen inside a church in Manila early
yesterday morning, Xinhua reports from Manila. :

The suspect who remained unidentified suffered multiple
gunshot wounds and died on the spot at third floor of thé San
Rogue church annex on Blumentritt St, Manila, police said.

-
S Lebanese clash claims 5: cuerie
fighters ambushed an Israeli military patrol in south Lebanon
on Sunday, killing an Israeli soldier. Security sources said four
guerillas also were killed, AP reports from Marjayoun.

The Shiite Muslim group Hezbollah, or Party of God,
claimed responsibility for the roadside bomb attack and said
as many as 25 Israeli soldiers were killed or wounded. The
Israeli army confirmed the one fatality and said seven
troopers were wounded.

Polish WWII commander dies:

Maj Gen Stanislaw Maczek, believed to be the last surviving
senior allied commander from World War 11, is dead at 102.
AP reports from London.

Maczek's death was announced by the Polish consulate-
“general in Edinburgh, Scotlarid, where heé fived. Maczek died
on Sunday. a consulate statement said. Maczek enljsted in the
Polish army in 1918 and was promoted to Major-General in

1939.
1 held for newsman's murder:

Police have arrested a Cambodian army colonel in the gunshot
slaying of a Cambodian journalist last week in eastern
Kompong Cham province, Information Minister leng Mouly
saild yesterday. Reuter reports from Phnom Penh.

Army Colonel Sath South was arrested Sunday afternoon.
“The suspect (Colonel South) is being detained by local
authorities in Kompong Cham,” the minister said, adding he
would soon face murder charges in connection with the
drive-by killing of Chan Dara. 28, correspondent of the Koh
Santepheap fIsland of Peace) newspaper in Kompong Cham.

] - -
Chinese economist Yao dies: v.
Yilin. a former Chinese vice préemier and a conservative
economist. died on Sunday of illness. He was 77, AP reporis
from Beijing

The official Xinhua news agency announced Yao's death
late Monday, but gave no details. Yao disappeared from public
view for months in 1991, reportedly due to illness, and has
not been seen in public since he retired frogn his last official
post in 1992
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Mail bomb kills 1 in US: A vomber who
has killed one person and injured 23 others over the last 16
years appears to have struck again. this time killing an
advertising executive with a mail bomb, the FBI said on
Sunday. AP reports from Newark, New Jersey.

Thomas J. Mosser. 50, was killed on Saturday in his
kitchen in suburban NerthCaldwell when he opened a small
package addressed to him and delivered by the postal service,

FBl agent Barry Mawn said.
W
most ancient sites,
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Ancient Iranian tower
Toerrential rain has damaged one of lran's
a 3.000-year old riggurat or stepped tower near the Irag
border. newspapers reported on Sunday, AFP reports from
Tehran.

Part of the Tshogha-Zanbil brick tower, dating from the
13th century BC. was damaged and a section of the

surrounding wall collapsed. An underground hall in the
complex was flooded. the reports said.

. .

Swiss avalanche kills 4: rour peopie
were killed and two were injured when an avalanche struck
members of a youth mountaineering group, AP reports from
Schwaegalp. Switzerland

Six young men and four ybung women were exploring the
east fape of the Saentis mountain on Saturday, the third day
of a four day mountaineering course, when they were hit by a
40-1meter-wide avalanche which carried the group down the
mountiasinside. Six of the group were able to free themselves,

but four were buried by the mass of snow.
stolen: s

Eastern manuscri
ancient Eastern

thieves have stolem a collec
manuscripts worth 100 milllon dollars from a St. Petersburg
ibrary. the ITAR-Tass news agency reported on Monday, AP
says from St Petersburg

Officials from the State Public Library said the alarm
system was notl working when fhe books were stolen late
Sunday night. The manuscripts inciuded works of Chinese.
Mongelian. Tibetan and Near Eastern philosophy, the news

agency said.
Leftists in Tokyo fire:

Ten cars were destroyed on Monday by a fire, police suspect
may have been set by radical leftists o to the
expansion of Tokyos international airport, AP reports from
Tokyo.

incendiary devices, mciuding batteries and cables. were
found under the burmned vehicles, mostly passenger cars,
parked at a lot ‘owned by the New Tokyo International
Alrport Corp. a local police officer said.

US troops arrest 400 Cubans:

Asnerican troops arrested about 400 Cuban refugees on
suspicien of inciting the riots that injured hundreds of
soldiers and refugees last week the 1S Southern Command
sadd AP reports fromn Panama City
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MOSCOW, Dec 12: Thick
fog in -Chechnya has halted
Russian military operations in
the separatist Caucasian repub-
lic. the Russian Information
Centre said today, a day after
Russian troops went in to sub-

due the Chechens' three-year- __frpm the special information

old bid for independence, re-
ports AFP.

"It has not been decided for
the moment to pursue military
operations because of a deteri-
oration in weather conditions,”
said a communique issued

A Chechen relgiuus leader heads a .. .. volunteer llagers who arrived in Grozny on

International

Bad weather halts Russian
offensive in Chechnya

bureau at Mozdok in the
republic of North Ossetia
which borders Chechnya.
"Under present conditions,
Russia fears all kinds of provo-
cations against its troops,” said
the communique without
specifying whether the pursuit
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Sunday fulﬁrwing news that Russian troops are advancing closer to the Chechen capital.

— AFP photo

of operations would have in-
volved aircraft.

The information bureau said
the Chechens "are going ahead
with military preparations” and
at a meeting Sunday night of

~ the Chechen security council

"decided to declare war on
Russia”.

The communigque said
Chechen forces had been de-
ployed around Grozny, the
Chechen capital, to counter an
eventual attack by the Russians
who sent several hundred
tanks into the rebellious re-
public on Sunday.

The Russian armoured ve-
hicles have advanced to within
a few dozen kilometres of
Grozny, according to latest re-
ports.

Chechen authorities have
set up a command post near
the military airport about six
kilometres (four miles} from
Grozny. :

Meanwhile, Russia con-
firmed today that 47 of its ser-
vicemen had been captured
when its troops entered the
Chechnya on Sunday.

A spokeswoman for a spe-
cial government information
centre on Chechnya said the
servicemen had been captured
inside the breakaway territory.
near the border with the semi-
autonomous republic of

Dagestan.

Nepal wants to unpose border

controls with India

NEW DELHI, Dec 12: Nepal
wants to impose border con-
trols with India to keép out il-
legal immigrants and anti-In-
dian militants, the Himalayan
kingdom's new prime minister
was quoted today as.saying. re-
ports Reuter.

"If we do not have any work
permit system, Nepal will be
swamped by Indians, posing a
big problem for us.” Man Mo-
han Adhikarv was quoted by
the Times of India as saying in
an interview. -

Currently. Indians can cross
into Nepal without a passport
or visa. Adhikary said a regu-
lated border would help India
by checking activities aimed
against it.

Adhikary, 72. said he would
like to visit India in January to
work out details of a fresh ap-
proach to bilateral issues.

Deputy Prime Mipister
Madhav Kumar Nepal recently
said the new Communist gov-
ernmerdt wanted to end a tilt
towards India.

Nepal told Reuters the
Communist wanted to rewrite
a " four-decade-old bilateral
treaty that allows Indians to

buy land in Nepal and would
place the kingdom under In-
dia's defence shield in the
event of external conflict.

"Because of an open border

with India, some undesirable
elements cross over the in-
dulge in anti-India activities.

‘10,000 Indians to
die of AIDS
daily by 2000’

NEW DELHI, Dec 12: Some
10,000 Indians will die every-
day of AIDS by the turn of the
century, a leading health offi-
cial said yesterday, reports
Reuter.

“India will have at ieast 30
milfion HIV infections, Killing
10,000 of them everyday,” the
Press Trust of India (PTI)
quoted | S Gilada. secretary
general of the Bombay-based
private Indian Health
Association, as saying.

Gilada said the rate of HIV
infection today among house-
wives in Bombay was the same
as it was among ‘the cily's

prostitutes eight years ago.

We want to control this by reg-
ulating the border,” the news-
paper quoted Adhikary as say-
ing.

Adhikary did not explain

what these activities were, but

india recently arrested Yakub
Memon, a key suspect over
bomb blasts in Bombay in
1993, after he cressed over
from Kathmandu. :

Inddian officials have said
Pakistani agents have used
Kathmandu as a base for mili-

tant activities in India. Pak-,

istan denies the charge.

- "We do pot have any definite

information about a particular
country or any agencys in-
volvement. But we would like
fo assure India that Nepal
would not allow any activity
which may pose danger to its
security,” Adhikary was quoted

as saying.
Adhikary's Communist uni-

fied Marxist-Leninist Party
beat the Nepali Congress in

November's general election,
the second poll after an anti-
monarchist movement brought
multi-party democracy four

i

Winnie sued
for alleged
non-payment

JOHANNESBURG, Dec 12:
Winnie Mandela, estranged

wife of South African President
Nelson Mandela and a deputy
minister in his government. is
being sued for alleged non-
payment of a charter flight, a
Sunday newspaper reported,
says AFP.

A claim of more than
50,000 rand (14.050 dollars)
has been lodged in the
Supreme Court against Mrs
Mandela by Foster Webb Air
Charter. which claims the
money is due to them for a
Lear jet flight to Luanda
ordered by Mrs Mandela. City
Press reported.

Mrs Mandela. the deputy
minister of arts, culture,
science and technology, has
denied she is responsible for
the debt, claiming she only
acted as an agent when arrang-

ing the flight for another per-

SOI1.

‘The charter company said
in its affidavit that Mrs. Man-
dela had confirmed that she

would make the payment when

she arranged the flight to the
Angolan capital.

OIC resolution
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‘on political violence

CASABLANCA, Dec 12: The -

Organisatiop of the Islamic
Conference rﬂlﬂl will adopt a:
code of conduct towards
[slamic fundamentalism and

political violence in ' the
Muslim world, Algerian
Foreign Minister Salah

Dembri said on Sunday. re-

ports Reuter.

“It is not Islamic funda-

mentalism which is to blame.

but political ,terrorism,. vio-
lence and extrémism under
the cover of religion,” Salah
Dembri told Reuters in an In-

terview.
OIC foreign ministers met

on Sunday to complete the
a for an OIC summit on
December 13 and 14.
“What is called fundamen-
talism is in fact the exploita-
tion of our moral values for po-

litical purposes. This is unac-

ceptable,” Dembri said.
In closed sessions over the
weekend :xper? discussed a

draft resolufion entitled
“International code of conduct

against terrorism” for presen-
tation to the heads of state for
adoption.

“A global consensus has
been reached among the OIC

members to put an end forever

to all forms of violence and
terrorismn  and it is a good
thing.” he said.

The code will organise rela-
tions between the OIC state
members based on the princi-
ples of international treaties

such a non-interference in ih-

ternal affairs and not encourag-

Off the l(,.-('m'd

ing “actions of destabilisa-
tion", he said.

Dembri said the OIC states
would establish cooperation
conventions “te fight political

‘terrorism and eradicate the

phenomenon gradually in the
coming years.” .

;- "The code is a good step
forward which will mark the

"summit of Casablanta”, Dembri

said.
Thai opposition
likely to join
Leekpai's govt

BANGKOK, Dec 12:
Chatichai Choonhavan, leader
of the opposition Chart Pattana
party. said today he had agreed
in principle to join the embat-
tled coalition of Thal Prime
Minister Chuan Leekpai. re-

ports Reuter.

Leekpai's previously five-
party coalition was placed in a
minority in parliament by the
defection on Thursday of the
New Aspiration party over a
constitutional reform.

“The party has agreed In
principle to join the govern-
ment but we have to be cau
tious," Chatichal, a former
prime minister who was top
pled in a bloodless cougp in
1991, told reporters.

2 - Chart Pattana, has
been in opposition since
Chuan's democrats formed a
coalition in September 1992

NEW DELHI: The Taj Mahal is getting designer moonlight

reports Reuter.

Tourists flocking for a full-moon view of the marble
wonder will now have fail-safe artificial light for a romantic
vision of the magnificent tomb a  Moghul emperor built for
his beloved wife, the Times of India sald yesterday.

A private engineering company has designed a new
lighting system for the |7th<remtury momument. Iridia's top
tourist attraction, the Times of India said.

"With sperially designed timers.
devices, they can now produee i
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which the full moon creates as it traverses the s]nr from dusk

to dawn.” the newspaper said.

The Taj. built by Shah Jahan for his second wife Mumtas
at Agra. some 200 kmd {125 miles) from Delhi. attracts each
year 1.5 million tourists. a third of them foreign.

Most visitors

like to wview the

great monument by

moonlight, which suffuses the banks of the Yamuna River

with a romantic ambience.

Another breach of
royal security

LONDON: A butler to Princess Margaret slipped a
convicted child molester inio London's Kensington Palace [or
sex in his rooms., just yardd away from Princess Diana s

apartments, a newspaper reported on Sunday. says AP,

The revelation

is the latest of several embarrassing

S

Hicarnuun President Violeta Chamorro and her C;ut.n

Rican counterpart Juse Maria Figueres(R)embrace after
signing the Declaration of Principles and Plan for Action
for the Future on Sunday at the conclusion of the summit

of the Americas in Miami, Florida.

— AFP photo

Casabltzwa

CASABLANCA. Dec 12: As it
awaits the 6pening on Tuesday
of the seventh Islamic summit,
Casablanca has been turned
into a fortress guarded by
thousands ol security troops
and banners praising Islam
hanging in the sireets, reporis
Reuter

Traffic
fromn most

has been banned
areas of the city
hosting the two-day summit
and road biocks have been
erected on virnually every ma
jor artery of the city of four
million people that is
Morocco's financial capital
"Islam is the best Fuaraniee
of human rights proclaims
one banner fluttering in the
breerze from the Atlantic

Along the corniche, virtually
the only area where
Casablanca’s inhabitants are al-
lowed to roam freely during
the preliminary meetings of
Islamic foreign ministers, fam-
ilies enjoyed the sunshine as
army helicopters clattered
overhead.

'In the distance, the massive
Hassan |l Mosque, which
boasts the world's tallest
minaret. stands in testimony
to Morocco's Muslim creden:
tials as host to the world's
biggest Islamic gathering and
birthplace of the Organisation
of the Islamic Conference
OIC) 26 years ago

Nearly all the foreign minis

DPRK

aecused of selling

missiles to Arabs

SEOQUL, Dec 12: North Ko-
rea still is selling Scud-type
medium-range missiles to
hostile Arab countries in the
Middle East. lsrael's ambas-
sador to South Korea said on
Monday, reports AP,

"We are very much con-
cerned about sales of very so-
phisticated weapons to very
dangerous regimes in the
Middle East’ by North Korea,
Ambassador Asher Naim said at
a news briefing.

He said Prime Minister
Yitzhak Rabin also would ex-
press his worries during a
four-day South Korea visit
starting Wednesday.

Naim said lsrael will try to
persuade North Korea through
the United States to curtall the
sales

Rabin, mow in Tokyo. is to
meet with South Korean Pres-
ident Kim Young-sam and
business leaders to promote
economic and technological
cooperation. He also is to tour
the ténse demilitarised zone
separating the South from
Communist North Korea.

Agreements on establishing
direct air routes between Tel
Aviv and Seoul. cooperation in
agricultural techneology and
cultural exchanges will be
signed during the visit, Naim

| added

}kuidu!h-unmopul
tion in arms technglogy would

ters of the 52-member OIC —

it was expanded by one on
Saturday with the inclusion of

Mozambique — are in

Casablanca for preparatory’

meetings before the summit. It
is not yet known how many
heads of state will attend.

“Islam is the message of
forgiveness and tolerance.’
reads another banner, echeing
the slogan. that has been
adopted by many of the arrtv
ing foreign ministers to
present the moderate of
Islam to a world jarred by
Muslim extresmism.

Moroccan Prime Minister
Abdeliatif Filali urged Musiim
leaders to “correct the image
of lslam in the West” which he

not be ruled out.

Israel held two rounds of
secret talks last year in Beijing
with North Korea in efforts to
persuade it to curtail arms
sales to the Middle East.

No agreements were
reached, and the talks stopped
"for solidarity with the United
States and South Korea" be-
cause US-North Korea Nuclear
talks were in progress, Naim
said.

The nuclear talks led to an
agreement in October to freeze
the North's suspect nuclear
programme in exchange for
diplomatic and economic in-
centives.

Chisens cinema
fire : 1 held

BEILJING, Dec 12: Chinese
public security officials have
arrested the deputy director of
the Friendship Hall cinema
where 325 people. mostly
children, were burnt to death
in a fire last week. officials
said, reports Reuter.

The deputy director, whose
name was not given, was ar-
rested on Sunday evening, an
official of the propaganda de-
partment in the remote oil
town of Karamay said by tele-
phone. He did not say on what

' charges the man had been ar-

rested.

“palace, he was

ready for OIC meet

said was a matter of the high-
est priority for Merocco.

Moreocce. mindful of the
violence In neighbouring
Algeria between Islamists and
the army-backed gdvernment,

is keen to  preserve its image
as a stable Mushim country as it

embarks on a policy of eco
nomic liberalisation which It
hopes will turn Casablanca
into a leading business centre
in North Africa.

Foreign Minister Amr
Mousa of Egypt. whose coun-
try is also battling Muslim fun
damentalism. urged the OIC to
‘"defend the image of lslam
from attacks within and with-
out.”

security breaches for the royals.

The weekly News of the World said that Eddie Houghton
convicted three times of molesting children and once of
illegal use of a firearm, adwertised for homosexual
companionship in a local weekly in November,

Harold Lodge. butler to the queen's younger sis'er
Princess Margaret, responded, the paper said. The twu
arranged to' meet near Kensington Palace. which houses the
apartments of Princes Margaret and Princess Diana. as well as
other royals. '

Lodge. 51, took Houghton, 43, to the palace. Houghton
hadn't revealed his criminal past to Lodge and when
Houghton saw two uniformed guards at a side entrance to the
concerned he would be exposed. But the
guards greeted Lodge and waved them through.

"It was so simple.” the News of the World quoted
Houghton as saying. "1 could have had a bomb strapped to my
back.”

Lodge rooms in a building separate from the palace bt
his apartment is just metres away from Diana's. who was in
the palace at the time. Houghton said Lodge was careful to
avoid the royals personal security, who might have checked
Houghton more thoroughly.

Buckingham Palace and Scotland Yard refused to comment
on the report.

Acupunctu{v' therapy
for eye diseases!

BEIJING: China's Academy of Traditional Chinese
Medicine has applied a new acupuncture therapy to eye
disease treatment. with clinical prgctice showing an effect
rate of 90 per cent and a relapse rate of only 13 per cent,
I'l"]m Xinhua.

The therapy is suitable for the treatment of cataracts.
. amblyopia, glaucoma, optiatrophy. presbvopa and
eyeground syndrome, according te the academy.

Dubbed 'no needle acupuncture.” the therapy uses a
rubber hammer instead of the usual needles.

Dr Ma Xuzhou, the inventor of the therapy. said that
according to Chinese traditional niedical theary. eye discases
reflect the decline of vital energy in the intemal organs

"1 believe the major causes lie deep in the body.” she said

More than 100.000 eve. disease sufferers have been
treated by the new therapy. -

'Motor-lances’ to combat
traffic jams

BANGKOK: Where regular ambulances can't reach ﬂ;
. stuck in Bangkok's paralysing traffic jams, motorcycle

ﬂ%ﬂfmd a Thai-American doctor has pressed them into
service, reports AP

Dr Chatree Duangret. who just moved te Thailand from
New Castle, USA, said on Monday he thought up the service
while wondering in heavy traffie ;ne morning ;hﬂl
happened to those caught in gridiock during emergenc

E‘![')’:m get trapped in trafiic and die and nobody says
anything about it because nobody can reach you.” Chatree
said, "My friends said, Tough luck. You Mwe in Bangkok -
That's the way it is."”

But, he said, moétorcycle ambulances, or "motor lances” as
he calls them, could weave iIn and ouj of the traffic to reach
siranded emergency cases

So Chatree persuaded Bangkok General Hospital to equip
two motorcycles with life support equipment. Four
motorcycle drivers and seven nurses, wheo ride along as
passengers, now stand by at the hospital to answer
emergency calls

But Bangkok residents, used to suffering in silence in the
city's traffic. have yet to tap into the free service. Chatree said
only four patients have called in the six weeks since the
hospital began offering it The "motor-lances” reached all of
them in less than 15 minutes, saving two of the patierits, he
added



