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Dimensions of Human Development in Bangladesh

by M K Mujeri

I availability of basic social
seivices and improve
quality of lWie are Mmportant
cornerstones of the poverty
reduction strategy. One can
mention atleast two immediate
concerns for this. First,
investments In human
resources of the poor have
substantial pay offs. Second,
with appropriate ., the
poor can be made to benefit
directly from investments in
hasic services (eg primary
schools. primary health care
services etc)

The above pbservations may
he rationalised by observing
the differences in the em-
ployment pattern and other
characteristics of the poor that

are instrumental in under-
standing the and hu-
man development link

The occupational profile

poor. though varies with loca-
tion. is dominated by industrial
workers. day labourers. trans-
port workers and those en-
gaged in petty trade, services,
and other activities in the in-
formal sector. The specific oc-
cupational pattern, that a poor
can avail of. is largely deter-
mined by his skill levels and
education. It has been pointed
out that intrafirm mobility of
the poor is often characterized
by skill upgrading from helper
to semi-skilled labour and then
to skilled labour which some-
times lead to setting up of his
own enterprise. As such, for
the poor in both formal and in-
ivrmal sectors, education and
skill development occupy a
critical position in occupa-
fonal and vertical mobility. It
has been observed that male-
termale wage differentials tend
1o decrease with education and
skill levels indicating a direct
relationship between educa-
tinnal status and skill levels of
the poor on the one hand and
increase in earnings on the
other, particularly for valnera-
lle groups like women. The
above suggests that human de-
velopment In Bangladesh
needs to be characterized as
an integrated process with a
clear focus and direction in
three major areas: employment
anid manpower development,
sctence and technology. and
quality of life.

Employment and
Manpower Development
Employment situation in

the rarian sector and the
markel for unskilled workers

are particularly serious in
Rangladesh. There is also an
additional problem in match-
ing labour demand and supply
in particular skills. These are
specific problemd in addition

to the overall employment ull-

equitable and accelerated

growth in Bangladesh is criti-

C dependent upont the use
of tials of the under-
util human resources. A

necessary condition to raise
their productive capacities is
to improve their capabilities
through their level of partici-
pation in the society. This re

‘quires coordinated efforts in ;
‘number of key sectors e g ed

ucation. health, nutrition, and
the environment.
For effective coordination

Hees on different household

groups, particularly the poor.
The critical policy issue for

Bangladesh is to protect and

assist the poor without dis-
torting the economy The cor-
gection of distortions are im
portant since. if they persist
not only will economic recov-

ery and growth be undermined |

but also the attainment of so-
cial goals. In the context of
human development. another)

aspect of SA polices also needs
to be emphasized which may

cdirective siruc-
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Finding the way of Ufe.
vantage of emerging economic
opportunities in a global con-
text.
Science and Technology

The implications of recent

scientific and technological -

progress particularly in the
fields of information. biotech-
nology. electronics, material
sciences, energy technologies
etc indicate the need to adapt
human resources to these real-
ities to take advantage of the
development potential of
science and technology. In this
respect, the two-way causality
between science and technol-
ogy capabilities and human re-
source profile of Bangladesh is
important: generation of man-
power for. promotion of
science and technology to
serve the country's develop-
ment needs and utilization of
science and technology to up-
grade available human re-
SOUrces.

Quality of Life

The success in rcaliz:lng

and integration of various ele-
urntu of human development

orts, polices must encom-
pass both the supply and the
demand sides. The supply-side
requires the generation of the
means for human development
while the demand side is con-
cerned with the utilization of
these means. [n Bangladesh,
existing policies largely con-
centrate on supply-side issues.
This has contributed to inef-
fectiveness of the polices sug-
gesting the need for more de-
mand-oriented strategies. The
effective polices must take into
account the institutional and
structural constraints to the
participation of the poor in
human development efforts.

The institutional context itself
must become an explicit focus
of human development policy.
Similarly, in view of the
widespread existence of
poverty in the country, it is
imperative to identify the im-
pact of economic reform and
structural adjustment (SA) po-

be termed as

— Photo A K M Mohsin
tural adjustmenis. The empha-
sis in this case is on anticipa-
tion of future trends and re.
structure the economy to re-
spond flexibly and rapidly to
such changes. For example,
within the external context.
this involves anticipation of the
pattern and pace of dynamic
external competitiveness of
Bangladesh, identify their sec-
toral implications and promote
activities likely to become im-
portant for retaining export
competitivenesas. For human
development, this would imply
the promotion of appropriate
adjustment process to gener-
ate technological innovations
and build up endowments of
human skills through man-
power planning, education and
training. (To be concluded
next week)

~Dr Muwjeri (s workings 44
Programme Officer {Research).,
Cerftre on Integrated Rufal
Development for Asia and the
Pacific (CIRDAP). Dhaka,

Banglardesh.

Food and Essential Components
of Food Safety Programme

by Dr Abdur Rahim

ANGLADESH has for
B long been an extremely

food-deficit country.
Peaple here have practised to
eat and drink a large number
nf items that contain many
toxic substances that are
harmful to health. These
injur{jpus materials are not
simply toxins. goiterogenic
principles or flatulence factors
that are inherent in foods or
the microbial toxins that find
rasy access to foods and re-
duce or destroy Lheir values,
They are also chemical fertiliz-
ers and pesticides whose un-
timely or excess application
during pre-and post-harvest
perind cause immediate harm
to un-related biological species
including fish, prawn, frogs,
fauna and the livestock.
Sometimes these substances
remain unmetabolized at dose
levels that are harmful and
cause a host of diseases and
metabolic disorders in man. In
addition to these toxic sub-
stances a large number of food
contaminants, along with many
non-permissible food flavours
and colouring matters, have
started to find their entry into
the food.

Liquid oifls contain unsatu-
rated fatty acids. Generally
they have CIS-configuration
and low melting point. They
are easily metabolised in the
body In contrast, solid fats
having trans-configuration and
high melting point mostly
contain saturated fatty acids
and are difficult to be metabo-
lized. Extremely high melting
point solid fats form lumps in
the blood vessel If. somehow
or other, they could be admin-
istered into the blood stream.

Beef ofl, beef tallow or
cooking fat have melting
poinis. A portion them ac-

cumulate in the body through-
out life and store in them

many fat soluble poisons. Man
finds #t difficult to metabolize
these materials. Occasionally
free radicals are generated
from these substances and
these radicals cause irrepara-

ble damages to liver, heart,

brain and almost all other body
organs. Other saturated fats in-
clude Banaspati. semi-solid
palm oil and artificially-made
butter oll that have high meit-

ing points. Allowable meilting
point limit for most of these

products is 37 2 C. The mate-
rials available in Bangladesh

market hage melting point as
high as 48 C. They have good

" grains and are easy to use in

making breads, biscuits, pas-

‘tries. cakes, 'sweetmeats,. tof-

fees. lozenges. chocolate
products the like.

Fat treated foods are attrac-
tive. Their look deceive the
eyes and the taste please the
tongue, but they contain or
help produce cholesterol and
free radicals. These are prin-
cipally responsible for causing
cancer and heart and liver ail-
ments.

Bangladesh Agricultural
Research Council (BARC) has
been giving operational fund-
ing supports to the various
agriculture-based research in-
stitutes to develop and intro-
duce technologies that help
increase -food production and

nutritional standards

upgrade
of the people of Bangladesh. A

strategy plan, based on a per
caput per day calorie intake of
2600 from 1172¢g food, is now
being finalized (Table 1).

With the execution of
BARC's proposed lt’l"llcﬁ' plan
alleviation at gra

level would iubltnntiully be
met through peoples participa-
tion in increased Itural
production and development
of agro-based industry that
would increase export. reduce
import and afford import sub-
stitution and, in addition,
augment food consumption
and improve nutritional status
of the people. Based on BARC's

impact in regard to improving
the food security has started to
be felt.

As the country is marching
towards food self-sufficiency. it
is necessary that the people
g&hould now start to know the
various components of food
safety. In this context a point
must, of necessary, be empha-
sised that certain high yielding
varieties of crops such as rice
undergo digestion and absorp-
tion at a very fast or very slow
rate. The first ca of food
may lead to loading of blood
with an amount of sugar at
much excess a level than what
the insulin produced in the
body can accommodate. This
results in induced diabetes.
The second category of foods.
due to their prolonged pres-
ence in the intestine awaiting
breakdown by gut microflora,
belps multiply a host of micro-
organisms that produce gas,
the upward thrust of which has
got a deleterious effect on pa-

heart disea
ue?‘no«fuc y has, therefor ore,
to be done by making stan-
ddrds specifications. These are
the basic and essential compo-
nents of any Food Safety
Programme. Their mandate
extends across the horizon to
end users who ordinarily care
for a guaranteed label declara-
tion that includes principal
characteristics of the product.
The parametres could include
a large number of characteris-
tics. Some of them, which are
essential in terms of scope and
dimension for any food safety

. value.

value, periodxide value, iodine
saponification wvalue,
sand, dirt, acid insoluble ash,
food toxins, microbial toxins,
and heavy metals.

. In a buyers’ market the la-
hel declaration "has to be 100
per cent correct. In a sellers’
market this. however, is not
always true. A consumer is
often cheated. He. therefore,
needs protection. A responsive
Government undertakers to
give the intended protection
through an institutional ar-
rangement. the quality testing
facilities of which are available
at or near his door-step, if
necessary, through collabora-
tive participation of a number
of government and non-gov-
ernmental bodies, sample col-
lectors’ house, inspectorates
and laboratories. This is the
second line activity of the food

safety programme, as no rule
or standard te afford safety of

food is enforceable ordinarily
without recognised external
supervision.

In regard to products in
whose case an elaborative pro-
cedure requiring large-scale
sampling and testing is needed
for* quality certification. pro-
cess simplification and mass
production techniques are ap-
plied. Allotment of batch or
code number to a material
produced at a particular mo-
ment in time is important
here. A system of quality certi-
fication marking by the manu-
facture, under license from the
authority, undertaking to pro-
duce his goods conforming to
set standards specifications is
the key factor in this case.

previous strategy plan the Pprogramme, are moisture, This provides for confidence
work has llrudy begun and colour, taste, flavour, acid building in a buyers' market, as
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Asian Renaissance : Re-establishing
the Cradle of Civilisation

by S Y Bakht

A SIA, already 4 region of
tremendous dynamism,
should weork for the
return of history and re-
establish itself as the ‘cradle of
civilization’, observed a top
Malaysian scholar recently.

Fuelled by the economic
growth of Asia, he said, East-
ern culture is challenging the
dominance of Western culture
for the frst time in modern
history.

Dr Noordin Sopiee, Direc-
tor General of Malaysia's Insti-
tute of Strategic and Interna-
tional Studies and the coun-
try's eminent person to The
Asia Pacific Economic Caucus
(APEC), advocated for a rise of
‘Asian Renaissance based on a
non-confrontational, nen-
renophobic approach and
driven by the finest values and
by the people s aspirations.”

Dr Sopiee was speaking as
the keynote speaker at the
opening dinner of the Tenth
Young Professionals Confer-
ence organised by the Asia
Foundation's Centre for Asian
Pacific Affairs in Penang,
Malaysia between August 21
and 26 last.

Nearly 34 participants rep-
resenting some 23 countries
from the Asia and Pactfic re-
gion, ranging from Pakistan to
the United States and Russia,
attended the conference.

Speaking on the theme
“The Rise of Asia: Where we
are coming from, where we
must go.” Dr Sopiee, while
noting the rich cultural
heritage of Asia, identified five
core areas needed to bring
about an Asian Renaissance: A
peaceful atmosphere in the
region; Economic dynamism;
Psychological transformation —
‘to change many of our
ideology”: Finding ways for a
productive and sustainable
democracy; and Instituting
comprehensive human rights
in the region.

Peace, economic dynamism,
psychological transformation
and democracy are already ap-
parent in some of Asia,
particularly East Asia. he said.
“There is a tremendous out-
break of peace and it is sus-
tainable. The major task now is
that we have to spread it to
other parts of Asia — Sri Lanka,
India and Pakistan.”

He pointed out to the
tremendous growth of the East
Asian economies while noting
that a World Bank report in

1954 doubted if Japan could.
"make it and singled out the

Republic of Korea as a country

the consumers easily get satis-
fied with the label declaration
containing the embossed stan-
dard mark. This is a self-im-
posed mechanism for the con-
trol of quality - and is world-
wide accepted.

National and regional stan-
dards institutions which deal
with the standardisation work
of the materials produced in
their particular country or re-
gion tend to safeguard their in-
terest most. If they happen to
be the producers of primary
goods they do not generally
like to accept rigorous quality

control provisions for their

products from the interna-
tional standardisation organisa-
Uuns whlch look after the in-

ulti- yers.

Furmu ation o rulés or
standards specifications for
items of food necessitates vol-
untary participation of produc-
ers, consumers, technologists,
testing authorities, trade,
commerce and Industry.
Enforcement procedure is,
however, not perfect enough.
All sellers do not fully know
what they sell and most of the
consumers have essentially no
idea as to what is good or what
is bad. The dominant factor in
the market is the price. Bad
traders use this as a pretext to
sell adulterated goods giving
them arbitrary identification
numbers such as No. 1, No. 2
and No. 3. Glaring examples of
this are No. 1 soybean oil and
No. 1 mustard oi]l (which prob-
ably is methy!l isothiocyanate
poison added oil). There are
other products such as ice-
cream and condensed milk
which do not at all contain any
milk fat. =

High quality has naturally a
high price. There should be an
acceptable mechanism to at-
tain this. Probably this is the
most essential part of all the
essential components of a food
safety programme. It is heart-
ening to know that the
Government proposes to come
up with legislation to safe-
guard consumer interest as re-
gards, among others, to the
quality and the price.

The ultimate job of a food
safety programme is technical,
and a technically qualified and
experienced pilot may alone
understand what the society
requires of him and, under a
situation of resources con-
straint, how much collabora-
tive involvement of all con-
cerned he is able to organise
to do the job best. A team of
supportive elders or scientists
emeritus may often yield bet-
ter results.

The writer is Director (Nu-
trition), Bangladesh Agricul-
tural Research Council, Dhaka.
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with ‘absolutely’ no future

Dr Sopiee predicted (hat
India, China and Vietnam
would succeed in the next
phase of Asia's growth dy
namism. "And keep your eyes
on Bangladesh, it is going to™

A London School ol Eco
nomics trained economist. he.
however. opined against wide-
scale economic lberalization
“The big-bang approach of
market-system liberalization is
not the right approach. None
of the East Asian countries did
it that way."

Economic growth has also
led to a psychological trans
formation In the region, which
earlier had no self-respect and

however. observed that the ex-
act priorities should depend
on different societies. "We in
Asia should decide to be better
than we have been.”

Dr Sopiee also made a dis-
tinction between democracy
and human rights Many
democraecies have not been
able to provide jobs which is a
basic human right.”

Economic protectionism
was the biggest securit
to Asia. he said. and is ot
worried about any military
threat to the security either
fromm India or China and de-
spite problems in the Korean
peninsula and over the Spattly
Islands in the South China Sea.

Dir Sopiee also envisioned a

threat ’

nance: challenges and change:
Foreign policy: domestic inter-
est versus international re-
sponsibility. Managing eco-
nomic growth: and Regional
powers: .their roles and rela-
Hons.

The assigned presentation
of this correspondent was on
the "Role of India as a regional
power" on the final day of the
conference. The preseniation
looked into the present mili-
tary strength of India and its
role in the region. [t also
probed into the existing rela-
tionship between India and
other neighbouring countries
particularly Bangladesh while
pointing out the fact that India
had bilateral problems with
virtually every country in the

Somarugn 0 OV Poid Boutar Talui @ Wt elutl wf B s

considered their own culture
as second-rate, he sald "Asia
has begun to rediscover Asia.
There is a renewed confidence
in what we are aud what we
can achieve.”

Referring to the need for
establishing a productive and
sustainable system of democ-
racy, Dr Sopiee called for
inventing' different types ol
democracies by prioritizing
the needs of individual coun-
tries. "Democracy is a terrible
system: it is cumbersome and

frustrating. But Churchill was -

right in pointing out that it is
the best systern man has de
veloped.” ]

On the human rights front.
he said, it is important to get
the politics of human rights
out of the way to deal with the
actual situation.

Saying that there is a con-

on the 28 fundamental

of human rights,

including those in the UN
Charter on Human Rights. he,

=
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ﬁ‘rg role for the United States
the Asian Renaissance in
political, economic, social and
( ultura] fields.
Although the Asian societies
still can learn a lot from the

West, he pointed out, the
Western culture, for the first
time, is facing a challenge
from Eastern culture. "What
worries me is that there is go-
ing to be a conflict of civiliza-
tions." r

Throughout the six-day
Tenth Young Professionals
Conference the participants
also expressed their optimism
about the Rise of Asia. but also
voiced their concern over pos-

* sible areas of conflict.

At the conference entitled
“The rise of Asia: managing
economic growth and interna-
tional responsibility.” the par-
ticipants, all bright- minds
from the region, presented
papers on 13 designated issues

divided under four broad cate-
gories: A new era of gover-
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region

However. the presentation
pointed out to the huge eco-
nomic petentials of this region
With increased cooperation.
specially on India's part. the
South Asian sub-region
consisting of the Northeastern
Indian states, Nepal, Bhutan
and Bangladesh could make
enormous economic gains and
prosper together. This corre-
spondent argued that the re-
gion has the potential to be-
come a tremendous economic
growth region rivaling the
economic growth triangles of
Southeast Asia.

On the final day of the con
ference there was also a pre-
sentation by the US Ambas-
sador to Malaysia on "The role
of The United States in the
Asia Pacific region.” in which
he stated that the US, as a
pacific natigg, has vital inter-
est in the region on security,
trade, economics and other

global tssues.

| Bombing the Bomb

The name of the US 'weapons game’ these
days is counterproliferation, ‘but as peace and
conflict specialist Mark Sommer writes in

this exclusive Inter Press

Service column,

other nations will cease trying to gain access
to weapons of mass destruction only if the

great powers reduce their arms_stockpile.

HEN North Korea
' refused to let 'UN
personnel inspect

its clandestine nuclear installa-
tions, it threw into crisis the
system of pon-military con-
straints on the development of
nuclear weapons that for half a
century has enforced the nu-
clear powers wmonopoly on
mass destruction.

The US government has
decided that these constraints
- @ecrecy, export controls,
and the Nuclear Nonprolifera-
tion Treaty — may no longer be

adequate to meet what it views

as unprecedented threats to
American security.

In response, it has promul-
gated a new doctrine of
"counterproliferation”.

Last December, then-Secre-
tary of Defense Les Aspin an-
nounced a 'Defense Counter
proliferation [nitiative' to add
"protection” to the
"preventive” political measures
of the existirig nonproliferation
regime. Aspin proposed “a
drive to develop new military
capabilities” to shield against
and, if necessary, to atiack
perceived threats from un.
named nations and groups In
the Third World.

Such military capabilities
would include a wide range of
weapons systems, from theater
missile defenses to precision-
guided non-nuclear munitions

| capable of destroying hardened

underground installations.
Officials at the State De-

partment are reportedly cool
to the idea, concerned that

unilateral military strategies °

could undermine the multilat-

eral political regime so labori-
ously constructed over the past
lew decades, And NATO allies
were wary when asked to en-
dorse the concept at their

January summit
In response to this growing

chneern, Ashton Carter, Assis-
tant Secretary of Defense for
international Security Policy
and the Clinton Administra-
tion's leading advocate of coun-
terproliferation, downplays the
military option, arguing that it
is just one dimension of the is-
sue and is merely intended to
reinforce traditional multilat-

eral diploma
But many kinds of clandes-

tine arms productions are im-
possible to target and the eco-
nomic and political costs of
pursuing an aggressive military
option could easily outweigh
the dangers posed by a nation
possessing one or two rudi-
meniary nuciear devices.
Financial costa alone could
easlly run into tens of billons
of dollars. This is a point not
lost on the still-powerful Star
Wars lobby within the  Pen-
tagon. the arms Industry, and
Congress, where counterpro-
liferation technologies have
been embraced as the best
hope for securing new funding

e

since the Strategic Defense
Initiative Organization was dis-
banded last year.

Deploying a sophisticated
theater missile defenseé system
in Japan to defend against a
putative threat from even a
primitive North Korean bomb
could cost at least US$8 bil-
lion. Meanwhile, the Interna-
tiondal Atomic Energy Agency
(IAEA], the world community's
principal organisation for mon-
itoring « clandestine nuclear
programmes thoroughout the
world, continues to be suffer-

ing from a chronic lack of
funds. It has a budget of only

US$60 million a year, and have
even been forced to cancel in-

spections.
Many specialists in non-
proliferation bath in the

United States and the rest of
the world criticise the demili-
tary counter-proliferation at-

%
me predict that the first
effect of prometing a new
doctrine of unilateral military
offensive action against poten-
tial proliferators might be to
scuttle next year's Nonprolil-
eration Treaty Review Confer-
ence and thus undermine the
entire nonproliferation regime.
Others say counterprolif-
eration would needlessly an-
tagonise both the smaller nu-
clear powers and many non-
nuclear nations and produce a
political and perhaps military
backlash. Still othérs believe *
that such criticisms are
overblown, maintaining that
the principal thrust of US
counterproliferation efforts is
not to attack would-be prolif-
erators but simply to prepare
US forces to fight effectively in
environments where prolifera-
tion has already occurred.
However these questions
are answered, once assertive
military options are introduced
into the mix of peolitics and
diplomacy that has effectively
restrained proliferation up to
now, they could all too easily
take on a momentum of their
own, generating yet another
self-perpetuating cycle of
threat and counter-threat
With the inexorable spread
of technological capabilities to
new nations and the rsing risk
that essential expertise and
materials will leak (o rogue
states .and terrorist groups out
the desperate chaos resulting
from the of the Soviet
Union. the possibility of fur-
ther proliferation is all to real.
Only when the great powers
themselves reduce
their still-vast stockpiles u{
nuclear arms and othe
weapons of mass destruction

ﬁﬂmﬁmﬁum
of ultimate power,



