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For a to suffer reverses at the state
assembly polls in India has not been a novelty in
her politics for some years now. Yet, what efi-
nitely makes one sit up is the sheer de of the
C rout in Andhra Pradesh and taka.
In AP Congress (I) has slumped from a 182-seat
majority in the assembly to 14 seats and in
Karmataka its 178-seat majority has been reduced
to 34 seats only.

The Telegu Desham Party, led by the charis-
matic NTR, climbs on to the drivers seat in
Andhra with a 160-seat lead while the Janata
Party has secured the majority in Karnataka with
115 seats. In this state, the BJP has eme
from the sideline to capture 40 seats in a 224-
member state assembly. The Con has lost
control of Sikkim to a regional party and got a
slim edge in Goa.

More than a year ago, the Co (I) had
fared badly at the state assembly s in northern
India where a social coalition of a political force

captivating the imagination of low caste peasantry
and Muslim voters emerged as a winner. Now

comes the Congress debacle in the southern
states largely in the hands of regional parties
which along with the Janata Dal have captured a
good number of Muslim votes. In other words,
while in the north elitist politics had received a
body-blow, it is the regional parties in the south
now which triumph over a strong centre.

The outcome could not have been more hurt-

ing to the Congress (I) government in general
and Prime Minister Narasimha Rao in cular.
The fall-back power-base of the in the south

is all but lost while the Congress defeat in Andhra
Pradesh, Rao's home constituency, must have
come as a personal shock to him.

The results of the state assembly elections in
India tend to affect the strength of the central
government by implications, not in any direct
manner. Narasimha Rao has a razor-thin majority
in the Lok Sabha so that he is likely to face
greater obstacles in and out of the parliament
while making new initiatives or taking controver-
sial decisions specially on pressing communal or
economic liberalisation issues in the near future.

Inside the Congress caucus, his position and
authority may be weakened. if not openly chal-
lenged. Already Manmohan Singh who spear-
headed the economic liberalisation policies has
come under fire for the party's poor sshowing.
What looks certain at this point in time is that
Congress (1) will try hard to present a new face to
the Indian electorate.

Preventible Deaths

A luxury passenger coach reached Dhaka at 4
am Saturday morning ending a night run from
Chittagong. As is usual, the passengers would not
venture out into the city at that hour — because of
lack of transport and a surfeit of insecurity — and
staved back to doze off the hours remaining be-
fore daybreak. The 40 feet by 10 Saudia counter
had right then the electric short circuit and an
all-consuming fire followed killing two. Ten othe-
rs were hospitalised with serious burn injuries.

One very dependable measure of a civilised so-
cial existence is predictability of life — and death.
Neath does not lurk everywhere — specially
avoidable death. Preventing avoidable deaths
should be one of the top concerns of our society,
government and state,

Shall we call the Fakirerpool bus counter
deaths and lifelong distigurements an accident?
Why was the counter — a place of public con-
course and a closed space having a high degree of
fire risk, was not constructed with that risk in
the mind? None of these bus counters and a
thousand others similar closed spaces of public
assembly generally are covered against fire risk.
Why? There can be no acceptable answer. °

And, evidently, there were no fire extingu
ers. Why? Why was the place completely shut up?
Why those who run the place forgot their charge
and went to sleep? And Enall}f and unbeatably a
question looms above all else: why do buses have
to reach Dhaka at 4 am? Why shouldn't they de-
part and arrive later? -

The Dhaka-Chittagong buses have sef a model
for the national communication sector to follow.
This is very much in their power to extend their
cares beyond providing hitherto untamiliar facili-
ties and comforts to cutting down risks to the life
of passengers. In fact. the latter should have been
valued more than the former. |

We call upon both the government transport
authority as well as the bus companies themselves

to do the needful in the matter without the need =

of vutside pressuring and withoul any further delay.
1&hy1hmm rarily?

The government has temporarily withdrawn
the 10-month-old restriction on jatra until the
arrival of Ramadan. So says an agency report.

- At the time of the imposition of the
restriction’ we had opposed the action against a
traditional art medium lauded and commended
by the Prime Minister only days betore as a na-
tional treasure. The government didn't care much
about our gbjections and arguments. It rather
referred to put value on a certain government
unctionary's prejudices and vulnerabilities.
Administratively, it was the interior ministry
which sat in judgement over which art form
should the citizens have an access to and which
not. Is that ministry sufficiently empowered to do
such a thing? Is it their province, their baby, so
to say? Governments have for long tried to screen
off people from reading this or t book under
this or that pretext — but they are not on record
to have proscribed a whole genre of books, say
pom. I:u'i even mnlre specifically, sonnets.

unfortunately sweeping decision against ja-
tra which was alnfost a personal affront to t{m
Prime Minister continued convicting the art form
without a hearing and trial of an inditement of a
very vague and contestable nature. It is now be
lifted temporarily. Why temporarily? If offici
objections against this theatrical form do not hold

anymore, lift the ban for good. If you have
oubts, do not lift it. You are possibly being
mindful of the sanctity of the Ramadan. You
possibly are unable to think that the people and
the jatrawallahs between them can evolve the
best way out to keep that sanctity intact — and it
has been done that way over centuries,

Public exhibition of obscenity is a punishable
offence in law long in force in this country. To

stop obscene jatra productions you do not need to
ﬂme dead a glorious national art form. Those

who are aware of the economics of a jatra com-
pany know it too well that it cannot be un on a
tem basis, even as a sugar mill is not run as
such. We appeal to government to free itself of a
quite a ludicrous decision that can have very
many adverse impacts on our cultural life.

ish-

ONSIDERED against a

backdrop of waves of

economic regionalism
sweeping the world today, the
South Asian nations look like
laggards in forging closer trade
and monetary inkd A scan of
their track record on the
occaston of a regional
workshop revealed just that
The workshop was jointly
organised by the Centre for
Policy Dialogue (CPD). one of
our leading thinktanks and the
Friedrich Ebert Stiftung (FES).
a German research or
ganisation, on the theme of

ts and monetary coop-
eration in South Asia, and was
held in Dhaka last week

South Asian nations note
from their official records that
mtra-regional exports come to
just aboul $900 million. The
figure pales into insignificance
when they compare with the
region's total global exports of
some $32 billion. Perhaps they
also worry that intra-regional
commerce accounts for only 2
to 3 per cent of their total for-
eign trade. Yet, these nations
do not act collectively to cap-
ture the flourishing cross-bor-
der informal transactions,
within the region's official
trade matrix. Market walchers
reckon that cross-horder in-
formal trade in the subconti-
nent in a year runs to a billion
dollar or more. A mechanism
for open border trade as be-
tween each two of the coun-
tries concerned. still remains

1o be set up.

Of course, it cannot be gain-
said that a megchanism for bor-
der trading would generate
additional trade in the région.

Perhaps all that would happen

{s that the level of intra-re-
gional trade would look more
respectable — to the extent
such a mechanism helps route
informal cross-border transac-
tions through normal trade
channels. In the process, gov-
ernments will be able to cap-
ture some of the revenues

from duties and taxes that get

lost when trade flows through
unauthorised channels. More
lasting benefits from open

" HE seeds of demo-
cracy have already
been sown in Cambo-

dia but have yet to blossom,

says a 25-year-old intellectual.
One good indication is thatl

rural life in this country, re-*#

duced to bare subsistence as a
result of war, massacres, polit-
ical isolation and socialist bu-
reaucracy, is returning to a
semblance of normalcy.

But that is only one facet as
land mines and the unrelent-
ing spread of diseases, includ-
ing tuberculosis and stubborn
strains of malaria, continue to
make parts of Cambodia a
"killing field.”

The presence of land
nines, concentrated heavily in
northeastern provinces, has al-
ready given Cambodia the

- gruesome distinction of having

the world s highest proportion
of amputees: one out of every

258 people has been maimed.

The land mines, according
to Cambodian health officials.
continue to claim more than
300 victims per month. In ad-
dition, the mines relegate
thousands of hectares of po-
tentially productive farm land
to "no go" areas, resulting in
Cambodia’s being a food deficit
country.

The number of land mines
now laid in the country is be-
tween six and 10 million, rep-
resenting roughly seven to 11
per cent of the estimated un-
cleared mines worldwide.

"De-mining is an essential
priority for Cambodia's reha-
bilitation,” points out Rajeev
Pillay, former deputy resident

representative of the United

Nations

. Development
Programme

(UNDP) in

Cambodia. "Rural development
in many areas will be impossi-
ble without it."

This must be the reason

e ————

Newsprint

Sir, 1 fai] to understand this
paradox. In textbooks I've read
that the newsprint mill in
Khulna produces more than
enough to meet the need of
paper in the country and
hence exports the excess to
foreign countries. Why is it
then that one can find no
newsprint at the shops be-
cause of the wrath of book-
shopowners upon the
Government for imposing too
much tax on imported news-

print papers?

Much a do has been going
on to realize the goal of edu-
cating the whole population by
the year 2000 *- the govern-
memt deserves praise for that.
But is it justifiable at all that
the Government should pro-
vide with free books and even

food for education but the
shops should be devoid of
newsprint?

I don't understand politics.
But whatever the political con-
dition, a certain successful

- '
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Synchronization of import

— even though carried out for the limited pu

memqmm_:cm;

border trading arrangements
will flow from the creation of

an environment for freer trade
in the region. Synchronization
of import liberalization pro

grammes, tariffl restructuring
and realignment of exchange
rates — even though carried
out for the limited puUypose ol
facilitating open (rading at the
borders — would nenetheless
bring the economies of the re-
gion eloser Distortions in in-
tra-regional financial flows will
be substantially reduced. if not
eliminated altogether Produc-
tion activities will probably
follow more closely the lines
indicated by comparative ad-

vantages existing within the
region.

The Bangladesh Institute of
Development Studies (BIDS)
had carried out a study of {lle-
gal international trade. Qe
tween 1990 and '91. The study
had focussed mainly on illegal
trade along the Indo-
Bangladesh border. The find
ings correctly identified an
expansion of legal trade as an
effective antidote to informal
transactions but saw little
prospect for convergence in
the area. Import regimes were
different. Harmonization of
customs duties and excise
taxes with a view to reducing
cross-border informal trade
also offered very limited possi-
bilitles. And exchange rates
followed the path set
unilaterally by each country.

A lot has happened since
the time of the BIDS study and
yet nothing much has changed.
Both the countries have em-
barked on trade liberalization
but one has gone considerably
further ahead than the other.
Both are bringing their tariff
rates down. However, one has
instituted much deeper cuts
than the other. Both the cur-
rencies are now convertible on
current account. Yet, lraders
set their own rates while

tariff
rpose of facilitating open

restructuring and realignment of exchange rates
trddiulﬂtliew“—mﬂ

transacting business in infor-
mal markets along the border
The cross-border informal
irade continues to thrive as
before. the pattern repeating
itself in some other countries
of the region too

True. illegal foreign trade
can also bring increased wel-
fare to individuals and groups
in the society at times. As the

BIDS study points out, illegal

trade need not always be
viewed as an unmixed evil. In
restrictive trade and foreign
exchange regimes. an informal
market can work to the advan
tage of the consumers Dy
bringing them goods at lower
prices through reduction of

ALONG

distortions induced by high
tariffs, import controis and un
realistic currency conversion
rates. Under such conditions,
informal trade conveys, in ef-
fect. the whiff of a free market
to the consumers.

All the same. illegal foreign
trade often hurts bonaflde In-
terests of domestic producers.
It reduces state revenues
which could have been spent
to bring welfare to the society
at large. In addition to causing
deterioration in the terms of
trade, the informal market
generates cross-border finan-
cial flows, inducing capital
flight. Such a market also is
the single most Important
source of untaxed and unac-
counted-for funds — better
known as black money —
which, in its turn, usually
would introduce severe distor-
tions in the economy.

The CPD-FES workshop
also considered the issue of in-

=

formal foreign trade, but only
in the broader perspective ol
payments and monetary coop

eration in the South Asian re-

gion. And it did recommend
further studies on border lrade
in the region with a view to fa-
cilitating policy formulations In
the area of payments and mon

etary cooperation. Incidentally

a study on the subject made
available at the workshop con-
sidered the issue of setting up
clearing and payments ar

rangements (o use domeslic
ourrencies to settle intra-re-
gional transactions The sug
gestion was for the Souih Aslan
countries 1o consider entering
into an agreement under

which they could convert their.

currencies directly without us-
ing hard currencies. Such an
arrangement would also pave
the way for open border trade
in the region.

The CPD-FES workshop
considered possible measures
for deepening payments and
monetary cooperation in the
South Asian region. To that
end, it recommended, inter
alia, that travel and other ser-
vices account transactions
should be included in the cov-

- erage of the existing regional

clearing and payments mygcha-
nism. All the same, payments
and monetary cooperation sub-
sists primarily on trade trans-
actions. Understandably, the
workshop also recommended
for institutional arrangements

for improving export financing

facilities. The idea is that 'such
a measure would promote In-
tra-regional trade and thus
help raise the level of pay-

merits and monetary coopers
Uk

Neediess to say strengthe
ning of multilateral payments
arrangement or improved ac
cess to export financing would
not suffice to ensure a speedy
growth of trade in the region

Given the existing imbalances
in intra-regional trade and the
diversities in sizes of econo

mies and manufacturing
capacities. fresh initiatives
would be needed to establish a
firmmer base for mutually bene
ficial cooperation in the re

gion. Efforts need be made to
build new complementarities
which would create trade Ap

propriate modes of joint ven

tures and sub-centracting in
the region could be one way of
doing just that. Even the bene-
fits of higher levels of foreign
direct Investment (FDI} in
some of the countries could
probably be shared by others in
the region through the sub-
centracting mechanism.

A regional alignment of
trade regimes tariff policies
and exchange rates, would
help make trade cooperation
more meaningful for the
smaller countries in the re-
gion. As noted earlier, in re-
strictive conditions, an infor-
mal market for foreign goods
often serves as the surrogate
for free trade All the countries
in the region now seem com-
mitted to open economies and
principles of free trade. An ex-
ercise for regional alignment
of im . tariff and exchange
rate regimes could start with
border trade. The
of the European Union (EU)
could provide valuable pointers
in this regard. Border trade
should be made open, free and
fair. Informal cross-border
trade would probably outlive its
purpose then. Apprehensions
of capital outflows would sub-
side. This would ease the pro-

Cambodia Bounces Back with Difficulty

Henrylito D Tacio writes from Phnom Penh

‘tims per month. De-mining js an essential priority
for Cambodia’s rehabilitation

year a trust fund to support the
Cambodia Mine Action Centre,
the main insgitution in the
country responsible for ad-
dressing the problem.

The Centire itself was cre-
ated in mid- 1992 and was fully

financed by the United Nations .

Transition Authority in
Cambodia (UNTAC) during its
first year of operation. with a
mangate to implement and co-

ordinate de-mining efforts in -

Cambaodia.

But even before its sup-
ported the Cambodian Mine
Action Centre, UNDP was al-
ready involved in de-mining
activities in the country.
through its assistance to rural
development activities. UNDP
employed the services of the
Norwegian People's Aid, a non-
governmental organization
(NGO) that started working in:
1992 on de-mining pro-
grammes in Cambodia.

The Norwegian People's Aid
de-mining programme was
largedly undertaken in Banteay
Meanchey and Battambang
provinces. The programme has
managed to clear more than

285,000 square metres of

land, and destroy approxi-
mately 1,000 anti-personnel
mines.

From 4 public health per-
spective, communicable dis-
eases pose the greatest threat.
The Geneva-based World
Health Organization (WHO) es-
timates some - 13,000
Cambeodians die of tuberculosis
every year. Malaria snatches
5,000 to 10,000 lives annually
while polio cripples another
1,000 Cambodians each year.

"This is not surprising con-
sidering that only two to three

per cent of the country's popu-

policy is needed to be invented

so that the newsprint can
make a glorious comeback —
or else, it may, in the near fu-
ture, become only a revered
museum ltem. Even though the
qualitly of the newsprint is

questionable, we still want it
back.

An extremely enraged student

Politics and people

Sir, The collapse of autocrat
Ershad regime in 1990, hold-
ing of an unprecedented free
and fair parliamentary elec-
tions in 1991 and restoration
of the form of parliamentary
democracy there ‘of raised
hopes for a 'new Bangladesh'
based on justice, cooperation,
unity and development. But all
hopes and aspirations of the
people seem to be shattered.
Even whatever economic and
social gains there have been,
seem (o be at stake.

When the parliamentary

lation has been immunized and
only about 50 per cent has ac-

cess to basis health services,”

says UNDP report.

Yet only 5.6 per cent of the
mational budget was appropri-
ated to health care in 1994, In
spite of a peace agreement,
the Cambodian government
will still spend over 18 per
cent of its current budget for
defence due to the ongoing
civil strife. :

The failure of the public

health care system is but one
indication of a more general
breakdown in the govern-
ment's ability to deliver even a
minimum of social services. *

Indeed, building up the
country's beleaguered cadre of

human resources is essential if

long-term progress is to be
achieved. In this aspect,
UNDP's TOKTEN programme
is making a great contribution.

TOKTEN, which stands for
Transfer of Knowledge
Through Expatriate Nationals,
brings back Cambodian profes-
sionals to serve as consultants.
Most of Cambodia's best quali-
fied and' trained professionals
have been fleeing the country
over the past 20 Yyears to
escape civil war and find bet-
ter opportunities. -

*This exodus of educated -

Cambodians adversely affected
agricultural yields, health ser-
vices, education facilities, wa-
ter supply systems, transport
and communication facilities,
and overall managemeni capa-

-

bilities, as indeed every aspect
of national life." reports the
UNDP, which reopened its of-
fice in Phnom Penh in October
1990 after a 15-years absence.
Through its TOKEN pro-
gramme, UNDP covers the
round-trip airfare of short-
term consultants, and a dally
subsistence allowance. Since
1992, the government of
Cambodia has made extensive
use of nearly 70 expatriate
Cambodian TOKTEN consul-
tants in the agriculture. educa-
tion, econdmic reform and
management, and health fields.
"l become involved, com-
mitted and decided to stay
on,” Chenda Sek, who left
Cambodia at age 18 to study in
France, where he settled for
many years. "l fee]l I can make
a difference.™
In particular, he believes
that the country has great po-
tential as a tourist destination.
Because of this, he is now
working as under-secretary of
state in the ,AK Ministry of
Tourism. He hopes to con-
tribute his knowledge of inter-
national tourism marketing to
Cambodia's development.
Another 'UNDP programme

that's making an impact in

Cambodia is the Cambodia
Resettlement and
Reintegration Programme
(CARERE). It is co-sponsored

by the United Nations High

Commissioner for Refugees
(UNHCRY)). - :
"Through this programme,

)

form of government was ac-
cepted, we thought that all
problems of our country would
be solved through the parlia-
ment and we won't have to-
facer any more hartals,
gheraoes, barricades, breaking
of cars, loss of working days.
But the Opposition has pur-
sued the policy of 'parliament-
boycotting', 'hartals’,
‘eheraoes’, 'barricades’ to
compel the ruling party to
concede to its demand. This
policy of the Opposition is
causing immense sufferings to
the people from all walks of
life, jeopardising economic. ac-
tivities. hindering government
initiated programmes and cre-
ating instability in educatton
sysiemn.

And since the BNP is in
power, it will have to-be re-
sponsible for any untoward in-
cident and for the sufferings of
the people. So. it should pro-
ceed more carefully and also
sincerely.

We urge the politicians in
general and our two foremost
political leaders Jjn particular,
to refrain from the competi-
tion of delivering irresponsible
statements. The politicians
should not think the people to
be incapable to judge as to who
is responsible for their suffer-
Ings. The people have not yet
lost their sense of judgement.
The politicians should do

sonrething p&ﬁlli#r' to rid the
nation of the intolerable crisis.
Shah Abdul Suddi
1-D/3-25, Mirpur.:
Dhaket. .
BTV, Radio and
Biswa Ijtema

Sir, Preparations for hold-
ing the annual Biswa ljtema (in
mid-January '95), the largest
Muslim congregation after
Hajj, are going on in full swing
at Tongi. | earnestly request
the BTV, Radio Bangladesh and
the Ijtema management com-
mittee to kindly arrange for
live telecast and broadcast of
the Akheri Munajat offered on
the concluding day of the
lijtema to enable millions at
home and abroad. join the
Munajat along with those at
the ljtema venue. [t is the only
way for the old, sick and those

who for various reasons cannot
be present at the ljtema, to

participate in the grand Akheri |

Munajat and thus meet the
cravings ol their hearts.

Will those concerned in the
BTV, Radio Bangladesh and
The ljtema management, ple-
ase do the needful and thus
earn the gratitude of millions
of Muslims at home and
abroacd?

M Nazmul Hague
Dhaka

1

more than 170 schools have
been copnstructed, 2,000 wells
dug, and 50 kilometres of irri-
gation canals restored in three
northwestern provinces which
have the highest percentage of
returnees.

As part of urgent need to
bring civil * stability in
Cambodia, UNDP collaborates
with the UN International
Labour Organization (ILO)] in
supporting small-scale en-

trepreneurs through credit
and training. .
The programmes are

targeting former soldiers in
addition to women, who make
up almost two-thirds of
Cambodia's population and

head one-third of all
htusehold.
Meanwhile, international

assistance is flooding in. But

OPINION

Writing a column essentially
needs one to be objective, im-
partial and preferably. non parti-
san. Mr A S M S Kibria. our
former Foreign Secretary, has
been contributing his writings
regularly to "The BDaily Star”. I
had the privilege of meeting
him on two occasions: First dur-
ing one of his short visits to
Kingston, Ontario, Canada in
the year 1978 while 1 had been
attending Canadian Land Forces
Command and Staff College and
his son was studying at Queen's
University, and the second time
when | was a member directing

| Staff at the Defence Services

Command and Staff College,
Mirpur and he was invited as a

| guest speaker. These short

meetings which, however, he

have more respect for his intel-

| lect and ability and hence | have

been following his career with
keen interest. Therefore, when
he joined Awami League as its
political adviser | was sure that
his joining would bring a quali-
tative change in Awami League's
leadership and policies. This,
however, became manifest soon
in ‘his discourses. | have been
enjoying his enlightening delib-
erations, but for some recent
writings which lacked the de-
sired objectivity/impartiality
and were somewhat partisan in
character. Perhaps his respon-
sibilities as an Awami League
adviser has made him partisan
to the extent that he finds it
difficult to be impartial and un-
hiased.

He has squarely blamed the
ruling party for failure of the di-
alogue. | have a polite query
from all of his readers: When
two opposing parties disagree
on a particular issue and then
agree to resolve it through arbi-
tration or mediation or dia-
logue, what is the "basic major
premise?” From existing cus-
toms, traditions, norms, usage
and practise, we can safely as-

ing to compromise (0 some ex-
tent, and the extent of com-
promise may be anything upto
fifty per cent or even more

The Dialogue and

Discourses
Brig Mashuque Ahmed Chowdhury, psc (retd)

~ any dialogue.

may not renfember, led me to

sume thal both parties are will- -

| South Asian Cooperation: Case for Open Border Trade

cess of full convertibility of the

region's CUITEncies
- - - -

I ferenittal Trading Ar

rangement marks the first
move for reducing barriers w
intira regional trade. However
the policy of gradualism
nuthned by the accord. seemas
lo hawe set a sedate pace for
SAPTA Regional trade
groupings. on the other hand.
are coming up fast. both far
ard near NAFTA — the North
American Free Trade Agree
T linking Canada. the
United States and Mexico, be-
rame operational in January
thia year The European Eco-
nomic Area |EEA) comprising
af 17 rountries of West Eu-
rope: Including the EU. has
daiso come into being The six-
nation Gulf f_'.lmﬂ-ﬂl'l. Coun-
cil (GCC) has an agenda for
unification of customs tariffs,
freer movement of goods and
currency alignment. Pakistan,
a SAARC member, has also
teamed up with Afghanistan
Iran, Turkey and six Central
Asian countries o build ECO -
the Economic Cooperation Or
ganmization — with an agenda
which naturally includes
strengthening of trade links
among its member The 18-
member Asia Pacific Economic
Cooperation (APEC) forum.
straddling four continents,
pledged last thonth to create a
rone of {ree trade Meanwhile.
the Association of South East
Asian Nations (the six coun
iries comprising it. are also
members of APEC) would have
the AFTA — ASEAN Free Trade
Area. And 34 nations f{rom
North, South and Central
America. Including the
Caribbeans, have just cemn-
cluded their Summit of the
Americas in Miami, USA. Here
too, the emphasis was on free
trade in their hemisphere.
SAPTA is due to become
operational by Jan' 96, Given
the global surge in eConomic
regionalism, South Asia cannol
afford 1o miss the deadline.

ME agreement of SAP-
TA — the SAARC FPre

there are serious gaps in the
aid flow, observes UNDP resi-
dent representative in
Cambodia Edouard Wattez.

"Not epough is going to ru-
ral areas, and the health sector
is clearly not sufficiently cov-
ered,” he says.

He warns: "If aid doesn't
reach the Cambodian people,
there will be no political stabil-
ity."

Because of this, the
Executive Board of UNDP and
the United Nations Population
Fund (UNDP) authorized the
UNDP administrator recently
to commit an additional
US$12 million to Cambodia to
help expedite the approval of
programmes and projects in
the country.

This advance allocation
brings UNDP's commitment to
Cambodia to a total of US$65.4
million for a’ period of five
years {1992-19986).

— Depthnews Asia

Without such an accommodat-
ing mind, it is useless to sit for

The dialogue under felicita-
tion of Sir Ninian started with
the demand of "Caretaker Gov-
ernment” of the tion and
"No Caretaker Government but
empowering of Election Com-
mission” of the party in posi-
tion; and it ended at "Caretaker
Government of the Opposition”,
and "an Interim Government
headed by incumbent Prime
Minister with a mini cabinet of
10 ministers equally divided be-
tween the tion and the op- |
position”. at Awami League
desires is a nonpartisan care-
taker government and what the
ruling party has conceded to is
a multi-party interim govern-
ment headed by the incumbent
Prime Minister. Apart from the
merits and demerits of the po-
sition's concession, it is a major
departure and compromise
from their original stand
whereas Awami or the
opposition has remained stead-
fastly at the starting point i.e.
square one. Therefore, academ-
ically no rational individual can
blame the ruling party for fail-
ure of the '

With the failure of the dia-
logue, the ' opposition have
drawn to unsettle
the t with a view to
forcing the ruling party to agree
to their demand without little
realising that, their pro-
grammes, instead of unsettling
the position will unsettle the
economy and the nation first;
on the other hand BNP, after
having conceded some
sions have taken a posture
confrontation. It is unfortunate
that neither opposition nor the
position have any consideration
for the nation: interest of the
people seems secondary teo
their greed for power and
hence the uncompromising at-
titude. They must not forget
that the common citizens do
not approve of unjust
political activities nor they will
condone politicians for their
wrong decisions, final judge-
ment will be people's.




