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Appeal seeking stay of verdict likely today

HC asks Opposition to

return to Parliament

The High Court Division of
the Supreme Court yesterday
ask: .1 L cader of the Opposition
Sheikli Hasina, the Jatiyva
Party's parliamentary group
leader Moudud Ahmed and
chief of the Jamaat's parlia-

{ mentary wing Maulana Matiur

Rahman Nizami to return to
Parliament{ when it is sum-
moned. '

Terming the continued
Opposition boycott of Parlia-
ment sessions for realising the
demmand for a caretaker gov-
ernment ‘illegal and unconsti-
tutional’, a division bench of
the HC comprising Justice
Kazi Shafiuddin Ahmed and
Justice Kazi A T Manowarud-
din made the judgement
‘absolute’.

"They are directed to at-
tend Parliament and if Parlia-

T

Thm car

By Staff Correspondent

ment is not in session. as and
when the session is summoned
by the President, and within
three days from commence-
ment of such session, subject
to the conditions and inci-
dents as contained in Article
67 of the Constitution,” the
presiding jkldgt told a crowded

B Chowdhury, Rafiq
slate bombing

incident

Deputy Leader of Parliament
Prof A Q M Badruddoza
Chowdhury last night said the
bomb attack on the House of a
High Court Judge and 'an at-
tempt on his life’ is an utterly
condemnable act, reports BSS.

"On the eve of Victory Day,

Sce Page 12 Col 4

tn nul:mnnt ~ Advocate Mﬂhﬂfﬂﬂm was dat

court,

The court also said that the
salary, allowances and other
benefits the absentee members
of Parliament received during

the period of their unautho-
rised absence were also illegal.

"The aforesaid illegal and
unauthorised ' receipts

Opposition
" reaction -
By Staff Correspondent

The inajor oppesition par-
ties vesterday reacted sharply
after their continued boycott of
the Jatiya Sangsad (JS) pro
ceedings was declared illegal
by the High Court.

AL organising secretary and
Chief Whip of the Opposition

See Page 12 Col 6
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hurt when unidentified persons lobbed home-made bombs at the of Kazi AT
Manowaruddin at New Bailey Road in the city following the pronouncement of a judgement

by the High Court judge yesterday.

-—Btnr photo

salaries and emoluments and
allowances by the absentee
members of Parliament with-
out the leave of Parliament is
recoverable by the appropriate
authority upon due process of
law," the HC bench declared.

The bench, however, al-
lowed- a 'certificate of leave'
under which the case would
automatically go to the Appel-
late Division of the Supreme
Court.

Lawyers of the opposition
leaders are likely to seek a stay
order from the Appellate Divi-
sion today, Opposition sources

The Supreme Court goes on

a vacation today till December

31 but emergency cases will

be heard under special ar-

rangement in both the Appel-
See Page 12 Col |

Bomb hurled
at judge's
residence

By Staff Correspondent

Unidentified vyoungmen
hurled crackers at the resi-
dence of Justice Kazi A T
Manowaruddin at New Bailey
Road in the city yesterday.
leaving a chauffeur badly in-
jured.

The attack came immedi-
ately after a High Court verdict
declaring the continued boy-
cott of Parllament by Opposi-
tion MPs illegal.

A two-member bench com-
prising Justice Kazi A T Mano-
waruddin and Kazi Shafiudidn,
in their verdict ruled, "The
continuous boycott of Parlia-
ment by the opposition parties

avie Laarstilptions
Witnesses said. three or
four youngmen lobbed five
crackers inside the premises
at 16, New Bailey Road. a two-
storey house shared by Justice
See Page 12 Col 7
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By Staff Correspondent

The United States (US) has
agreed to increase the quota of

Bangladesh's garments export
to that country.

The agreement was reached
at. a meeting of officlals con-
cerned of the two countries in
Geneva Saturday, according to
a press release of adesh
Garments Manufacturers and
Exporters Association (BG-
MEA) yesterday.

A Bangladesh delegation,
which was in Geneva to attend
a GATT meeting on December
8, met the US delegation and
put forward the country’s pro-
posal regarding improvement
in the quota arrangement,
BGMEA said.

The US delegation agreed
to give the concessions under
the purview of the Uruguay
Round which will be effective
from January 1, 1995, the re-
lease said.

All the relevant facts re-

gardimmg Bangladesh's economic

needs and issues pertaining to
the need to support Bangla-
desh’s relatively new demo-
cracy were presented before
the US delegation.

The Bangladesh delegation,
led by Commerce Secretary A
H Mofazzal Karim, comprised
Vice-Chairman of Export
Promotion Bureau (EPB) Anisul
Huq Chowdhury. Economic
Minister at the Bangladesh
Mission in Geneva M A Taher,

BGMEA President Redwan
Ahmed, MP. and Vice-Pre-
sident Abu Taher. The US

delegation was led by Nicole
Bivens-Collinson, Assistant
Chief Negotiator of US Trade
Representative Office (USTR).

In the agreement, certain
quotas were increased while
all quotas were granted addi-
tional flexibilities of varying
degrees, BGMEA said. adding,
it was in the best interest of
the industry to obtain these
concessions.

CﬁSABLﬁHCA (Morocco),
Dec 11: Islamic foreign minis-
ters convened a special session
today the plight of their core-
ligionists in Bosnian and strug-
gled to chart a summit agenda,
packed with controversial is-
sues, reports AP.

The ministerial conference,
which got under way in this
Moroccan city on Saturday, has
drawn delegations from all 52
members of the Organisation
of Islamic Countries, plus a
handful of observers.

On the table is a 56-point
agenda which the ministers
have to draft and then submit
to their leaders for endorse-
ezt al a two-day samumnit thal
opens here tomorrow.

Egyptian Foreign Minister
Amr Mousa pressed for the un-
scheduléd meeting on Bosnia
to allow the Bosnian delega-
tion, attending as an observer,

Casablanca summit
opens today

to address the parley.

After the closed-door ses-
sion, Bosnian Foreign Minister
Irfan Ljubijankic said he made
an appeal for 'financial help.’

In an interview with The
Associateed Press and
Associated Press Television, he
said Basnians "have never been
stronger’ because of the over-
whelming support from the
OIC, an umbrella for the
world's billlon Muslims. But.
he added, his nation "has
never been in a more difficult
situation” because of increased
Serbian attacks.

The OIC nations are ex-
pected to renew their call for
lifting &n -darms embargs so
Bosnians could get weapons.

Musa said the OIC -will re-
new its offer to send peace-
keepers to the embdttled
former Yugoslav republic under

See Page 12 Col 5
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Khaleda greet
Kenyan president

President Abdur Rahman
Biswas and Prime Minister
Begum Khaleda Zia felicitated
President Daniel T Arap Moi of

sages, the President and the
Prime Minister hoped that the
cordial relations between the
two countries would he further
sirengthened in the coming
years, reports UUNB,

BCL (S-P) grand
rally today

By DU Ceorrespondent

The Awami League backed
Chhatra League (S-P) will hold
a rally at the Shapla Chattar in
the city at 2-30 this afternoon
The Awami League chief
Sheikh Hasina will attend the
meeting as the chief guest. BCI
sources satd different detnands
and problems of the students
including their 10 point de
mand the governments edu
cation policy the caretaker
govermanent issue and the pre
sent political situstion will be

highlighted a1 Uie rally

¥ 15 hurt in

Sirajganj clash

SIRAJGANJ. Dec 11 Al
least 15 people were injured
two of them seriously. i a
clash ower censtruction of a
tin-shed at Sadanandapur vil
lage. the rehabiiitation site of
the Jamuna MuRipurpose
Bridge. in sadar thana today. Of
the injured. Abdul Alilm 14
and Mostala 268 were adsrl
ted te sadar hospilal with se
vere head mjuries repor's
LUNB

'Aid should be utilised properly
as donors face resource crisis'

Bangladesh should concen-
trate on utilising the currently
available foreign ald more ef-
feclively and efficiently as in-
creased level of future assis-
tance appears to be bleak be-
cause of resource consiraints
in donor cduntries. cautioned
representatives of a group of
important bilateral donors yes-
terday.

In a meeting, entitled
"Development cooperation be-
tween Bangladesh and bilateral
donors”™ with the Economic
Reporters’ Forum at the
National Press Club, the repre
sertatives from Canada. Japar,,
the United Kingdom and the
United States of America also
spoke of the negative impact
the prevailing political situa
tion in the country may have
ot the economy

The donor representatives
referred to the existing bottle-
necks in project implementa-
tion and also acknowiedged
that their governments were
increasingly placing emphasis
oii channeling development
assistance through the non-
government organisations
INGOs)

They. however. lauded the

By Staff Correspondent

achievements made by
Bangladesh over the years in
increasing food production,
reducing the population

growth rate and bringing about
macro-economic stability.

"Bangladesh has been very
successful in spite of many dif-
ficulties,” said Richard M
Brown, director of the United
States Agency for International
Development (USAID) in
Dhaka.

Tokyo may not
be abie to

continue aid
By Staff Correspondent

The Minister of the Em-
bassy of Japan in Dhaka yes-
terday said Tokyo might not be
able to continue its aid to de-
veloping countries, including
Bangladesh, in the future for
economic recession and a
growing ‘aid fatigue' in his
country i

Japanese diplomat Y
Kureda, at a discussion with
the newsmen after a day long
trip of JICA projects, ex-

See Page 12 Col 3

John Deyell. the Canadian
International Development
Agency (CIDA) representative,
also agreed. "The achieve-
ments of Bangladesh are poorly
understood elsewhere. The
improved economic condition
has allowed the government to
go from a crisis management
mode to one of growth.”

The representative of the
British Overseas Development
Agency (ODA), Stephen Chard,
sald that there have been
enormous’ development, par-
ticularly in the infrastructural
field. and that increased inter-
nal resource mobilisation is
decreasing the country's de-
pendence on foreign aid.

The minister at the Jap-
anese embassy, Yoshthisa Kur-
oda. also agreed that Bangl-
adesh has made 'considerable’

- achievements in development.

‘But | would like to stress here
that 20 years have passed

since Bangladesh's liberation,
it 1s a long time. Please keep

up the self-help efforts, then
we can help you more " On the
prevailing political situation,

~ he said "quite frankly, we do

not like hartal” while poin
Sce Page 12 Col 4
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roll into Chechnya

GROZNY (Russial. Dec
Russian troops and tank!&
rolled into the breakaway re
public of Chechnya today, forc
ing leaders of the region to
agree to talks on a peace wet
tiemment, reports AP

Russian armoured columns
entered Chechnya al dawn in a
bid to restore Moscow's con-
trol over the hreakaway region
in southerm™ Hussia Tanks,
parstroopers and infantry were
advancing on Grozny from the
west. cas! and northwest,

! Russian and Chechen officials

Sa)

Jei planes sireaked owver
the capital tonight, and ma-
chine gurn fire could be heard

L o the outskirts of the city as

. panicked ctvilHans. mostly
women and children. (ed
I Coroer Wy
Twe brief rlashes were re

portec. netween Russian and
hechen lorces with up Lo

four people reported dead.
There was no independent
confirmation of the local news

reports of fighting.

"We are going o negotiate
tommorrow.” Chechen Finance
Minister Timaz Abubakarov
said He said he and eight
other officials would meet with

Russian representatives in
Valadikavikas
Earlier. Chechen Foreign

Minister Yusef Shamsedin had
ruled out peace talks But
Abubakarov said Chechen
President Dzhekhar Dudayev
had agreed to the talks be
cause Chechnya will never
miias a chance 1o maintain

peace.

The crisia in Chechnya has
been building for months On
Friday Yeltsin gave the go
ahead 10 use force i the tiny
repuhiic in southern Russia,

SKOP ultimatum
to govt

The Sramik Karmachari
Oikya Parishad (SKOP) issued
an ultimatum for the govern-
ment to fulfil its flve point
charter of demand by
December 16, reports UNB

The SKOP leaders at a rally
in front of the National Press
Club threatened that they
would go for a greater agitation

if their demands were not met
by the Victory Day.

"Present government has
assured and signed accords
time and again that SKOF's five
point demands will be met. but
it was not yel realised. ™ said
the rally in its declaration.

The main demand of the
SKOFP, a broadbased combine
of all the major trade untons of
the country including the
labour front of the ruling party,
is implementation of minimum
wage scale in all sectors

S5 M Rumi read out the dec-
laration while Abdur Razzak

addressed the rally

CEC's remarks
undesirable,
one-sided: AL

By Staff Correspondent

The Awami League has said
Chief Election Commissioner
(CEC) Justice Mohammad Ab-
dur Rouf "has lost his moral
right to continue as the CEC".

Acting General Secretary of
the Al Abdul Jalil, in a press
statement yesterday, termed
the CEC's reported remarks
regarding electoral process
"'unexpected”, “undesirable”
and "one-sided” in the context
of the present political situa-
tion.

Justice Rouf told a seminar
in the city Saturday that only
the electoral process could be
made neulral but absolute
neutrality of an individual
handling it was not possible.

The CEC also questioned
whether those vocal and active
for establishment of demoe-
racy were at 'democratic stage'
in their

In his ltﬂﬂnrrt Abdul Jalil
claimed that the CEC's re-
mMarks were ‘contrary' to the
constitutional position he was
holding and the act was
‘beyond his authority’.

The AL leader said Justice
Rouf's observation was an in-
sult to the Opposition now agi-
tating for ‘restoration of
democracy and accused him of
making similar remarks earlier
tOo

Top level
changes

By Staff Correspondent

Government has made some
appointments and transfers of
top officials under different
ministries. according to a PID
handout yesterday

Syed Ahmed Member. Pla-
nning Commission, has been -
appointed Secretary of the
Health Ministry.

Kazi Shamsul Alam has been
appointed Memhber of the
Planning Cemmission.

The services of Dilip Kumar
Biswas. Joint Secretary of the
Science and Tec Mi-
nistry, have been at the
disposal of the Land Ministry
on deputation.

A HM Nurul Islam Chow-
dhury has been -
rector General of the Bang-
ladesh Institute of Bank
Management on contract basis
for two vears

The leave preparatory to

Sec Page 12 Col 8

Electoral

Chief Election Commis-
sioner [(CEC] Justice Abdur
Rauf yesterday said work is in
progress to develop a detailed
data base of voters through six
lakh Election Commission
volunteers across the country
to bring about discipline in the
electoral progess, reports BSS.

Speaking at a discussion on
the “Electoral Process in
Bangladesh” in Dhaka he said
one volunteer is being en-
trusted with the responsibility
to enlist every 100 voter while
the identification of the voters
are being done by local perma-
nent residents.

The Centre for Analysis and
Choice arranged the discus-
sion, which was chaired by
National Prof Muhammad
Shamsul Haque. Former CEC
Justice A T M Masud, Editor of
the Daily Sangbad Ahmedul
Kabir. former secretary of
Election Commission [EC)
Abdus Salam, Daud Khan Maijlis
ol the Voice of Amnerica (VOA),
and director of legislative ser-
vice unit of the centre,
Shawkat Mahmud. took part in
the discussion.

Justice Rauf said the EC is
also planning to increase the

number of polling centres to

60.000 from the present

system lacks
discipline, says CEC

22,000 to facilitate the voters
and check casting of false
votes.

Justice Rauf said no country
other than Bangladesh had
held 27 elections, including
12 national-level polls. within
such a short period, of 23 years
since independence. Yet disci-
pline is yet to be established in
the country's electoral pro-
cess, he said.

Justice Raufl said the elec-
toral process primarily de-
pends on proper registration
of voters "We often confuse be-
Iween voters' list and voters’
registration. If all the voters
are properly registered only
then it would be possible to
produce a fair voters' list.” he
said.

Referring to the constitu-
tional provisions of the coun-
try. the CEC said in local body
polls a citizen might be a voter
in different places. But one cit-
izen is entitled to vote in only

one constit in the case of
parliamentary eléctions. he
said.

"Therefore. the voters' list
cannot provide a total scenario
of voters." he said. adding:
"Proper registration of voters
is needed through which every

. See Page 12 Col |

Serbs hijack fuel convoy,
ban UN heavy vehicles

SARAJEVO, Dec 11: Serb
gunmen hijacked a UN fuel
convoy and today banned all
heavy UN vehicles from their
lerritory. reports AP

Bosnian Serbs have grown
increasing brasen in their in-
lerference with UN operations

{ In recent Weeks, and UN offi-

ctals warned on Saturday that a
Serb embargo on fuel had

nearly halted aid suppliesg
Muslim enclaves.

The Serbs went so far today
as to refuse to allow a plane
carrying the UN commander
in Bosnta, Lt Gen Sir Michael
Rose, to land at Sarajevo air-
port

Rose, instead. had to return
by land from a failed misston to
visit his trapped soldiers in
northwestern Bthac — a trip
blocked by Serbs in neighbor

I ing Croatia.

A three truck Danish fuel

convoy was hijacked in Bosnian
Serb territory near the airport
Saturday night after gunmen,
armed with rifles and rocket-
propelled grenades, blocked
the front and rear of the ton-
voy, von Merveldt said.

With one armed Serb iIn
each vehicle, the convoy was
forced to go to Serb-held Sara-
jevo, where the peacekeepers
were questioned. Serbs then

to release the t

-m:mmmmm

to leave. They were believed to
be somewhere in the Serb-
held part of the city, where
the fuel cargo was presumably
unieaded, von Merveldt said

AFP adds @ NATO military
leaders gather in Brussels to-
morrow to decide on whether
to combal or logistical
units to help United Nations
forces withdraw from Bosnia,
diplomatic sources said.

52-nation organisation.

Prime Minister Be gufn
Khaleda Zia leaves Dhtkn this
morning for Cmbhnca to take
part in the tm—da:r seventh
Islamic summit conference
which begins in the Moroccan
city tomorrow, reports BSS,

Begum Zia will refteratc
Bangladesh's principled posi-
tion at the summit to activate
the Organisation of Islamic
Conference (OIC) to face the
political, economic, social and
cultural challenges before the

Among political issues
Begum Zia would reiterate
Bangladesh's principled posi.
tion on Bosnia-Herzegovina
Palestine and Middle East
while among economic i{ssues
she would call for greater co-
operation among the OIC
member countries to face the
challenges before them and
the need for taking concrete
steps for the establishment of
an Islamic common market.

Meanwhile, the foreign
ministers from the OIC coun-
tries Saturday began their

'See Page 12 Col 3

Action against
4 top Ansars

officials

By Staff Correspondent

The Law Ministry yesterday
recommended forced retire:
ment of four high officials of
Bangladesh Ansars on charges
of their failure in their duties,
highly placed sources said The
names, however, could not be
immediately known.

The Law Ministry has al-
ready sent its recommenda:
tions to the Home Ministry for
action against the officials
They include at least one di
rector of the Ansars and three
other senior officials, they said

The Home Ministry deci
sion about the four was not
readily available

When contacted. a Home
Misiistry -oificiai only said they
had received the recommen
dations of the Law Ministry but
refused to elaborate.

The recommendations
against the four came in a
series of actions taken against
senior Ansars officials after the
three-day mutiny by some
members of the force that was
forcibly ended on December 4

Earlier. the Director Gener
al and the Deputy Director
General of Ansars were retired
on Friday, apparently for their
failure in handling the
problems of the Ansars ranks
that led them to mutiny

Traders pledge to
check price spiral

The representatives ol co
mmodilty-based traders ves
terday gave an assurance to (e
government to take effective
measures to keep the prices of
essentials within the buying
capacity of the common man
during the coming holy Ra
madan, an official handout
said. reports BSS,

The assurance was given at
a meeting held at the confer
ence room of the Commerce
Ministry with Commerce and
information Minister M Sham
sul Islam In the chair. The
meeting reviewed the demand
supply and price situation of
essentials.

Dhaka Chamber of Com
merce and Industry president
A Rob Chowdhury Bangladesh
Bus-Truck Owners' Association
general secretary A Gafoor.
Babu Bazar and Badamtali Rice
Merchants' Association general
secretary Haji Shah Jalal.
mity general secretary Kausar
Ahmed and some members of
Consumers' Association of Ba-
ngladesh attended the mee-
ting .

The traders and busineas
men opined in the meeting
that there was ne logical
grotunkd for raising the prices of

erascinlials.

Sonali Exchange

opens in New
York today

The Somall Exchange Co
Inc, a subsidiary of the Sonali
Bank. will start functioning to-
day in New York, USA. reports
BSS,

This will be the first Bang
ladeshi concern to act as an
international money tranami-
tter both al hemne and abroad.

Both the New York office
and the company's Dhaka of-
fice in Purana Paltan will start
functioning simultaneously.

Finance Minister M Saifur
Rahman, who is now wvisiting
the United States, will inaugu-
rate the New York office, while
State Minister for Finance

Mozibur Rahman will open the
Dhaka office.



