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NEWS BRIEFS

PM shocked

Prime Minister DBegum
Khaleda Zia expressed deep
shock and sorrow at the loss ol
lives in fire in the Friendship
Theatre in the Xinhiang
province of China. In a condo-
lence message o Li Peng, her
Chinese counterpart, Begum
Zia prayed for the departed
souils and expressed sympathy
to the bereaved [amilies, re

Pru UNB.
30 in Sythet

From Staff Cerrespondent

SYLHET. Dec 10: Diarrhoea
has broken out im several vil
tages of Gowainghat and
Kanaighat thanas Al least 30
people have so far died of the
disease during the las{ six
weeks. Of tHem. 27 died in

Gowainghat and 3 in Kanaighat
thana

Diploma-in-Com exam
results published
The results of the Diploma
in-Commerce examination of
1994 under the Dhaka Secon
dary and Higher Secondary
Board were published yester
day. A total of 2.828 examiners
appeared in the examination
and 1826 came ou! success
fully. Of them. 523 got first
division, 1286 second division
and 17 passed The pass

percentage was 6521 reports
UNB

Murdered young
man
FENIL, Dec 10: The young
man killed in a clash between
police and the Chhatra League
activists during Thursday's
hartal was identified today as
Kari Rurshed Alam Dipon of
Purbeo Pathanghar in
Chhagalnaiya thana
Meanwhile. the Jatiya Party
district umit claimed tha:
"Dipon was its activist The
Awami Leagur had earlie:
claimned hirmm as an AL worker
Police handed over the body |
the family of Dipon
[ INB
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dence vote

Congress routed in

state elections

NEW DELHI, Dec 10: Indian
Prime Minister P V Narasimha
Rao's Congress Party suffered a
cruel setback today in state
polls. stirring questions about
the pace of economic reforms
and his grip on power ahead of
a 1996 general elections, re-
ports Reuter.

Congress, which had con-
trolled all four states holding
polls, lost its hold on three of
them and was neck and neck
with the Opposition in the
fourth,

The party, which has ruled
India for all but three years
since independenice in 1947,
was crushed in Rao's home
state of Andhra Pradesh and In
neighbouring Karnataka, by far
the largest electoral prizes.

The prime minister's party
had held overwhelming ma-
jorities in both southern states

Rabin, Arafat,
Peres recetve
Nobel Peace
P w =

OSLO. Dec 10: Israeli Prime
Minister Yitzhak Rabin, Fore-
ign Minister Shimon Peres and
PLO leader Yasser Arafat
received the Nobel Peace Prize
today for their historic Israeli-
Palestinian peace
reports Reuter.

Francis Sejersted, ¢
of the Norwegian Nobel -
mittee, bestowed the Nobel
gold medals and diplomas on
Rabin. Peres and - Arafat,
former guerilla leader and arch
enemy of Israel, in a solemn
ceremony in Oslo city hall.

They share the seven-mil-
lion Swedish kronor (930.000-
dollar) award for their
¥493 accord.
which was negotiated secretly
it Norway and opened the way

See Page 12 Col 5

OIC FMs search ways to |
protect Bosnian Muslims

CASABLANCA, Dec 10: For-
cign ministers from Islamic
stales meet here today to
search for ways to protect
Musiims in Bosnia and stop re-
ligious violence from tearing
apart their own countries.

Fhe ministers, meeting
ahead of the Organisation of Is-
lamic Conference [OIC) sum-
mit starting here on Tuesday,
are to be asked to review an
unprecedented plan to stop
the export ol fundamentalist
vionlence

'l hope this plan is adop-

e’ at the summit, OIC Sec-
retary General Hamid Algabid
told AFP -

i1 calls for the 51 OIC

members (o refuse to finance
or support “terrorist acts” and
to make sure their territory is
not used by violent groups to
plan or carry oul attacks.

The draft calls on them "not
lo host, train, arm, finance or
provide f[acilities” for violent

groups, according to a copy of
the document

Militants must be "pursued”
by the authorities where they
live and "extradited” to their
to the one
they commitied

OWl Ccountry or

where the

A lively journalists' training
workshop on AIDS in Dhaka
last vear suddenly became si
et whern a guest speaker de-
scribed himsel! as an AIDS pa
tient and said that his days
were rnmbered

The entity of the patient
was kept secret for his privacy
arwl he was brought to the
workshop only hammer
home the message that an
AIDS victim was a decent hu
man being ke others and that
he was among many who suf

1.0

[ered the most dreaded dis-
FASE O Sarth

The media in Bangladesh
apparenitly for its inexperience
in AIDS reporting went for
open and shut stories”, often

imjuring the privacy of the pa
endangering their
DOSit im0 Lhe society, sources
Agaln
does not
o AlIDDYS. 1«
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Questions

since the last elections in
1989.

The state elections have no
direct impact on wafer-thin
Congress parliamentary major-
ity in the capital New Delhi.

But the losses were signifi-
cant because the south has
provided Rao with his power
base since he took office in
1991 and launched a [far-
reaching economic
liberalisation programme.

“This is the first time that
the Congress is out of power in
both the north and the south
of the country,” the Asian Age
newspaper said. .

Rap's economic Treforms
have opened up India's mar-
kets, delighting foreign in-
vestors but bringing increased

- competition and hardship to

many industries.
“Anti-Congress wave sweeps

I

Israefi Prime Midister Yitzhak Rabin (L), Israeli Poreign Minister Shimon Peres(R)
Chairman Yasser Arafat (C) chat during

the south”, "Congress mauled
in south.” "Congress smashed,"
"Panic in Congress camp” were
headlines in major daily news-
papers. -

"While there does not seem
1o be any immediate threat to
the Prime Minister . , . it is
almost certain that the coming
months will see an erosion of
his authority," the Economic
Times said.

"Our performance is simply
shattering,” Commerce
Minister Pranab Mukherjee
said on television. "We did not
expect this kind of results.”

In Andhra Pradesh,
Congress was routed by the re-

gional Telegu Desam Party

(TDP}). The Congress, which
had held a 182-seat majority
since the last polls in 1989,
had clinched only 14 seats to

Sce Page 12 Col 4

dinner together in Oslo’s Grand Hotel.

crime.

Saudi Arabia, which is faced
with growing oppesition from
Islamic fundamentalists, has
said it would support the plan
if it is adopted at the OIC.

The plan has been devel-
oped by Egypt, Algeria, Tunisia
and Turkey. who have all seen
a sharp increase in the threat
from fundamentalism since the
last OIC summit was held in
Senegal in December 1991.

It was not immediately
clear what stand Iran and Su-
dan would take on the pro-
posal. They have been accused
of backing militant movements
in Algeria and Egypt.

The proposal. however,
distinguished between “terro
rist groups” and peoples who
had the right to struggle for
their liberation.

OIC members will also be
asked to back a call for ag In-
ternational conference on ter-
rorism (0 be sponsored by the
United Nations.

On an Issue that has trou-
bled its relations with the
West, the organisation is \rying
lo adopt a plan (o prevent
rebel Bosnian Serb forees from
conguering the whole of

AIDS 1n B

Bosnia Herzegovina.
It is offering to provide

Muslim troops to replace UN
peacekeepers from Western
nations. should they withdraw
from the war-torn former Yu-
goslav republie,

Muslim countries like
Bangladesh, Pakistan. and Jor-
dan already contribute forces.

Under to be de-
bated by the ministers and
submitted to the summit, the
United Nations will be urged
to broaden UN "safe areas” in
Bosnia — areas under interna-
tional protection.

Repeating the OIC's long-
held stance that the UN arms

embargo against Besnia should .

be lifted, the propgsals stress
the need for the government
in Sarajevo o have the means
to defend itself.

Bosnian President Alija
[zetbegovic Is to participate as
an observer at the OIC summit,
which will be attended by
other heads of government and
heads of state

The OIC is also expected tp

vote on proposals concerning
Jerusalem, Israel and the
Palestinians, as well as the civil
war in Ajghanistan.

angladesh-11

PM delays
| il
by a day

By Staff Correspondent

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia has gescheduled
her visit to the Moroccan city
of Casablanca and will now
leave Dhaka tomorrow instead
of today. offfcial and Biman
sources said. !

Biman sources said the
flight was delayed by a day be-
cause of a shortage of aircraft.
Had the flight been not de-
layed Biman would have faced
major dislocation in its inter-
national schedule, =

The delay will, however, not
affect the official ceremony of
the Prime Minister who will
attend the two-day seventh
summit of the Organisation of
Islamic Conference [(0OIC)
which begins Tuesday.

Flight 005 Delta will carry
171 passengers, including 30
of the Prime Minister's en-
tourage. There are 13 passen-
gers for Dubai and 128 for
London in the Dhaka-Dubai-
London-CasablancaJlight.

See Page 12 Col 6

and P

a photo session for the press Friday before attending

— AFP photo

'Many Bangladeshi
women in Pak jails'

A massive development
programme has been under-
taken in Pakistan to bring
about economic and social
emancipation of women. re-
ports UUNB.

The Social Welfare Adviser
to the Chief Minister of Sindh
said in the city yesterday dur-
ing an informal get-together
with the members of the me-
dia.

She informed that a number
of Bangladeshi women were
now being detained in differ-
ent jails in Pakistan as illegal
Immigrants.

Adviser Raheela Tiwana,
now in the city for the SAARC
meeting on women develop-
ment which opened here in’
the morning, said Prime
Minister Benazir Bhutto had
taken personal interest in the
programme, particularly cover-
ing economic and social sec-
tors.

Tiwana. leading a Pakistan
delegation to the meeting, said
they scheme, formulated in
keeping with the spirit of the
SAARC action . programme on
women development. includes
separate banks, courts, jails
and police stations for women.

A separate ministry has
been set up to conduct all the

| activities of the projects, she
| added.

aplenty about "invisible scourge'

By Masud Hasan Khan

a patiert or 1o the threat of an
epidemic. they added

Besides this. serious social
gquestions have hegun to
emerge recently regarding the
“invisible scourge’

Would our social practices
succumb to the AIDS threat? Is
our sexual behaviour changing?
I the hushands' faithfulness to
their wives or the wives to
their husbands on the wane? s
it the rfght time to introduce
sex education in the country?

Besides. there are commer-
cial sex workers. Is the num-
i2¢r of brothel goers increas-
ing” Are the prostitutes fan
mng out all over the country
because of social stigma and
spreading HIV?

Senior Health Ministry offl
ctals and NGOs involved in
AIDS treaiment suggested that
thhe people have not taken
AlDS seriously because they

do ot know what are the

implications of the disease atl
an epidemic stage

They pointed out that the
people do not want to admit
their diseases publicly fearing
that they might be socially os
tracised. Sex-relaled illnessa
was still a soctal and moral ta
boo, rommenied health work
cTA.

According to a government
estimate, there are 50 thou
sand prostitutes at 18-brothels
in Bangladesh,

Women activisis, however,
put the figure at almost double
of that. They say that a large
number of the commercial sex
workers were floating having
no permanent hddress

The presence ol legal and
illegal brothels in a way testify
fhe extent of extra marital
sexual activities

It is however. possible tn
contract HIV from a single In
fected sexual pastner

A client of a prostitute or
anvone having sexual encoun-
ters with more than one part-
ners are i grealer risk of con-
tracting HIV than one with a
single partner. unless condom
is used experts say. This is
why prostitutes and frequent
iravelling people Hke truc
drivers and sailors were in the
high risk rone. they added

lise of condoms among the
cllents of the prostitutes is
very low, Health Ministry offi
clals said, adding the national
rate of condom use was only
3 8 per cent

Waorkers of the NGOs
Voluntary Health Services
Society (VHSS) said that the
prostitutes iried to persuade
their clients to use condoms
with litle succeas

There is no way thatl | can
lorce my clients to use con
doms said Anjuman of
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changes in offing

| By M Anwaryl Haq,

Major changes in diplo-
matic assignments are in the
offing.

According to sources in the
Foreign Ministry, many senior
ainbassadors and high com-
missioners in the country’'s 45
missions abroad are likely to
be transferred or given new
assignments pending procedu-
ral formalities. . '

Foreign Secretary Mufleh R
Osmany is being considered
for appointment as Bangladesh
High Commissioner to Canada.
The important position in
Ottawa has been lying vacant
for nearly a year since the re-
turn of Mohammad Mohsin,
who has retired.

M R Osmany,
Secretary for nearly a year
now, had served for long ten
years as the country's repre-
sentative in Geneva and as am-

Foreign |

Farooq Sobhan, High
Commissioner to New Delhi
since May, 1992, is expected

‘to replace Osmany at head-

quarters.

A former Additional Foreign
Secretary, Farooq Sobhan ear-
lier served as ambassador to
China and high commissioner

 in Malaysia.

Younger brother of econo-
mist Prof Rehman Sobhan,

' Farooq Sobhan was also the

Deputy Permanent Represen-
tative in New York.

C M Shafi Sami, ambassador
to Saudi Arabia since last

January, is likely to go to New

Delhi.

According to sources, a po-
litical appointee is expected to
replace Sami in Riyadh.

Syed Moazzem Ali, Director
General (DG), International
Organisations (10) at the min-

bassador to former East istry, is tipped to become the
Germany and, later, to Iraq ambassador to Iran. .
L_clurtng the Gulf war. - See Page 12 Col 6

‘No individual can be

totally neutral: CEC

Chief Election Commiss-
ioner (CEC) Justice Moha-

mmad Abdur Rouf yesterday

said only the electoral process
can be made neutral but
absolute neutrality of an
individual handling it is not
possible, reports UNB.

"An individual is to handle
the process only to make the
process neutral.’ But cent per

. cent neutrality of an individual

is impossible,” he said at a
seminar on human rights at
the National Museum audito-
rium.

"If 1 do not cast vote, then |
ignore my civic right, and if |
vote, | have to vote for a cer-
tain party. That means 1 lose

- : mg-mrhm'"

Justice Roufl said the
Election Commission had ar-
ranged 27 electioris in last 23

years. But "now we are appre-
hensive ol our electoral pro-

cess.”
The Chief Election
Commissioner's comment

came in the midst of a political
deadlock in the country be-
cause of the Opposition boycott
of Parliament and agitation for
neutral conduct of general
elections under a caretaker
government.

He questioned whether
those vocal and active for
establishment of democracy
are at ‘democratic stage' in
their spheres.

The Bangladesh Human
Rights Commission (BHRC) or-
ganised the seminar on 46th
anniversagy of the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights.

ILO Director Warner K
Blenk, Osman Gani Khan, MP,

See Page 12 Col 3

Govt-Shantib

talks postponed

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Dec 10: The
peace talks scheduled to be
heid between the Parbattya
Chattagram Jana Sanghati
Samity (PCJSS) and the par-
liamentary sub-committee on
December 12 at Dudukchhari
village in Khagrachhari hill
district, has been reportedly
posiponed, according to highly
placed sources.

A fresh date for holding the
talks will be fixed shortly,
sources informed. w19

The postponement came in
the wake of recent develop-
ments in the country's pelitical
arena and government's pre-
occupation with other prob-
lems, sources said.

Sources said the postpone-
ment was already communi-
cated to PCJSS through the li-
alson committee.

Leader deserts
UUNB adds : Meanwhile, a
top-rapking leader of the stu-
dent front of the Parbatlya
Chattagram Jana Shanghati
Samity, the political wing of
the Shantibahini, has severed

| his assoctation wih the insur-

genis. ks
Oeganising ﬁrﬁ'l“l'!,“r}' Nihar

Taslima Nasreen case
Hearing deferred

until Jan 3

By Court Correspondent

The Additional Chief Met-
ropolitan Magistrate, Dhaka
yesterday deferred the hearing
of Yhe case against contro-
versial writer Taslima Nasreen,
lacing a blasphemy charge,
until January 3 next year.

The deferral came following
a petition from Taslima's coun-
sel seeking adjournment of the

Sec Page 12 Col 4

Sangskritik Jote's
victory festival
begins
By Staff Correspondent

The Sammilito Sangskritik
Jote, an alliance of the coun-
try's leading cultural groups.
began a week-long festival at
Rayerbazar in the city on the
occasion of the Vietory Day.

Widow of martyred intellec-
tual Dr Mortuza. Saida Mortuza
declared the festival open at 3

See Page 12 Col |

1

Kanti Khisa alias Prosenjit
Khisa said he has severed his
11-year association with the
Pahari Chhatra Samity in
protest of its anti-Bangladesh
activities in and outside the
country.

He told a press conference
in the capital yesterday that
despite efforts made by the
Bangladesh government to
bring about a peaceful solution
to the Hill Tracts’' problems.

Scc Page 12 Col 4
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British Foreign Secretary
Douglas Hurd is expected to
pay an official visit to
Bangladesh in the first week of
next month, it was learnt from
diplomatic sources yesterday

During his trip. lasting two
to three days. Hurd will have
talks with his Bangladesh
counterpart Mostalizur
Rahman. He will also call on
the President and the Prime
Minister and meet several
oLher ministers,

Sources said, during the
British Foreign Secretary s
visit the entire gamut of bilal
eral relations is Hkely to be re
viewed. Hurd is also likely to
visit a number of British-aided
projects in the country,

In recent vears Britain has
increased its technical and fi
nancial assistance 1o
Bangladesh and Dhaka is one of
the largest recipient of British
ODA aid.

One killed, 12

hurt in city fire
By DMCH Correspondent

Une person was killed and
12 others were seriously in
jured in a fire at the waiting
lounge of an inter-district bus
service at Fakirerpool in the
city early yesterday morning

Witnesses said the fire orig
inated from a short circuit, at
the waiting lotunge of Saudia
coach service around 4 am just
after a bus arrived from
Chittagong.

The fire continued for about
an hour until the fire service
personnel brought it under
control.

See Page 12 Col 7

NewDGqunsm's
takes over

By Staff Correspondent

Brigadier Kabir Talukder
yesterday took over as new
Director General of Ansars

Brig Talukder replaced
Major General Syed
Badruzzaman, who was retired
Friday, reportedly for his fail
ure to deal with the Ansars re
volt recently.

Brig Imtiaz Ahmed. Deputy
Director General of Ansars
was also retired Friday.

See Page 12 Col B
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\ Rajuk Commercial Plot
Auction Notice

Most suitable Commercial-Cum-Resi-
dential Plot No-101, Sector-7 and Plot No-
34 (Corner Plot) Road No-2, Sector-3
having road facilities on two sides at Dhaka-
Mymensingh Road of Uttara Model Town
Dhaka measuring more or less 525.09 Sqr
metre (8 Katha) and 706.31 Sqr metre (10
Katha 9 Chattak) respectively will
allotted for 99 years lease on open auction.

Applications on prescribed form with
terms and conditions to be obtained from
Sonali Bank, Rajuk Bhaban Branch, Dhaka
on payment of Taka 200/- (Taka two hun-
dred) only in cash for each set (non-re- |
fundable) and will be received by the Deputy
Director (Estates) from the intending bid-
ders up to 2.00 PM on 18-12-94 for Plot
No-101 of Sector-7 and up to 2.00 PM on
20-12-94 for Plot No-34 of Sector-3.

The auction will be held on 19-12-94 for
Plot No-101 and on 21-12-94 for Plot No-34
in the conference room of 3rd floor of the
Rajuk Bhaban, Dhaka at 10 AM.

Rajdhani Unnayan Kartripakkha

be

Chairman

Dhaka |




