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Education in Bangladesh : Quest for Quality

N developing countries,

primary education emer

ges as a cornerstone ol
economic and social devel-
Qopment. To achieve EFA
(Education for all) by 2000,
almost all the countries
involved have come forward
with thelr own programmes
and commitinent. Within pri-
mary education. firstly, univer-
sal access and enrollment is
the main challenge to them.
Next. the priority for primary
education should be to in-
crease children's learning in
school so that most students
master the curriculum and
complete the primary cycle.
Both goals are important,
school attendance without
learning is meaningless. and
development opportunities are
lost when a large fraction ol
the school age population has
no access Lo schooling. There-
fore. beside the augmentiation
ol ihe guantitative aspect, €.8.
moure classrooms. teachers,
text books, learning-materials
etc of education, due emphasis
has to be given to ensure qual-
ity in the education pro-
gramme.

Why Quality?

The main thrust of primary
education is to produce a liter-
ate and numerate population
that can deal with problems
encountered at home and at
work and to serve as a founda-
tion on which further educa-
tion is built, In many countries
i1 the developing world. edu-
cation systems fail to serve
these purpose due to the poor
guality of education. In seeking
(11 explanation it can be seen’
hat poor quality text books,
ieaching and instructional
materials generate a vicious
cvcle. i.e. poor achievement,
high drop-out and grade repe-

ntion which depletes the efli-
crency ol the cdocaton systemnt

Furthermaore. the poor guality
0! education has been identi-
tied as one possible explana-
iton for the weak connection
hetween educational expansion
ind economic development in
the third world.

For gaining maximum bene-
fit from the investment of edu-
cation. therefore, what we
need is more primary schools.
as well as better ones. Invest-
trenit in primary education and
us quality gives a higher rajg of
return than at any other level
in the formal system. Better
schools produce fewer drop-
suls  contribute to higher
achievement levels and en-
hance future economic pro-
cductivity

Quality Indicators

Generally, the quality of

Primary

education depends on many
vartables which lollow, in brief,
with Lheir status In Bangla-
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f[eacher performance is afl-
fected in a larger class size. In
this situation, proper attention
to individual students is not
possible. Thus studgnt-teacher
ratio ultimately affects the per-
[ormaace of students
achievement and guality oi ed-
ucation. In Bangladesh, in gov-
ernment primary schools, the
teacher-pupil rato was 1:66 in
September 1992, and the
teacher-pupil ratio for 1995
and the year 2000 is projected
to be 1:69 and 1:82 respec-
tively (The National Plan of

by Md Kaiser Rezvi

riculum. According (e NPA
(National Plan of Action) lor
EFA 1993 the olficial insimic
tional time at grades &Il is
only 222 days or 444 hours
(two heurs a day only) in a
year. Yot the average interna-

tional standard is 880 hours.
S0 it can be seen thal in

Bangladesh inswructional tinmw
(Gr | & I ts only BO percent
of the international standard.
The Instructional time for

~ grades Il to V is 734 hours

(3.30 hours per day only). This
figure I8 146 hours less than
the recognised international
standard of 880 hours. The

conclusions reached in a re-

Table- |

its needs and demands, The
needs ol the socicly continue
tn change through a dynamic
process, hence the quality ol
education as well as curricula,
text books. teaching and
learning atds etc have to
change correspondingly. te
serve those needs objectively.

As ol now, in Bangladesh.
there are general observations
to the elfect that the curricu-
lum e.g. content of text books
and teaching is still overly the-
oretical and also overioaded.

NPA for EFA 1993 reported
after close investigation that,
"The fact is. this curriculum

Student-Teacher Ratio by Country Income Level, Selected Years 1965 85 :
Ratio (weighted mean)

Country Income Level

Low (excluding China & India)

China & India

Lower & Middie

Upper Middle

High (excluding oil exporters)
Source : Unesco (1988)

Official Instructional Time in 110 Countries (average annual hours) in 1980s.

Country Income Level

Low

Lower middie
Upper middie
High

1965 1970 1975 1 980 1985
42 41 42 42 39
33 32 a2 31 30
37 33 32 32 29

32 30 27 27 24

28 26 23 21 20

Table-2

Total Language Matlhematics
Instruction Instruction

870 322 ; 157
862 293 147
896 323 161
914 311 174

Source' © Benavot and Kamens (1989)

Table-3

Public Expenditure on Education by Purpose (Bangladesh 1978-79)
% of total expenditure on educdtion

Purpose
Administration
Teacher salary

Books /teaching materials

Scholarships’
Wellare service
Capital expenditure
Miscellaneous

Total
Source

Action of EFA 1993) which is
much higher than the interna-
tional standard (see Table 1)
and goal set by government in
Its National Plan of Actlion
(1:50). |

This situation demantls se-
rious attention for the applica-
tion of guality in education.

Instructional Time

The content of the curricu
lum should allow adequaic
time for the teaching of all in-
dividual students. The situauon
iin Bangladesh is found inade-
(griate both in comparison to
neighbouring countries (Table-
2! and to the content of the

" new competence based- cur-

F i
= UNDP (1992)

cent, study, on curriculum
scheduling show. for effective
implementation the new com-
petence based curriculum, in-
structional hours must reach
international standard by im-
plementing school for 250
days in a year; and the current
contact hours of two for the

first two grades can be easily

raised Lo at leasl three hours
by lengthening the duration of
1 +lass period from the current
30 minutgs to 45 minutes,
Matters in the
Curriculum

The subject matter of

" school curricula is designed by

a society to be consistent with

6.27
44 .55
0.26
01
10.87
36.23
1.82

100

has no practical meaning since
it is hardly ever of practical
relevance. Instead, it prepares
students for examinations and
social mobility. This lack of
relevance is complicated by
the absence of a tradition in

. Bangladesh of systematic egal-

uation and testing of existing
and new curricula to establish
their feasibility. Teachers are
given little support and advice
in reducing content overload
and making the curriculum
more attractive and relevant to
studen:s.”

So. present efforts have to
ensure the content of the cur-
riculum is more practical, and

HERE are two types of
general education whi-
ch are being taught in

I )

RHangladesh. Both types of
education in respect of
nature. approach and effect

differ to a great extent. One's
direction is to the East while
otliers is to the West. This
ideological admixture is posing
painful consequences in an in-

dependent state. [t merits re- _

form without delay.

One system of education is
designed to meet the re-
guirements and demands of
the rich. well-to-do. higher
strata of society and Its
medium of education is
English. Though Bengali is our
mother tongue, there is little
rpoom for Bengali in these
Wesiern oriented educationatl
imstitutions. All subjects are
taught in English. To partake
of E‘du{';’{liﬂn in an English-
medium school is a symbol of
richness and great status, and
parents will cross all obstacles
to oblain this symbol.

Cm Lthe other hand, the sec-
ond type of education is Ben-
gali-Medium. This system of
education is prevalent 100 per
cent in rural dreas and to
some exient in urban areas
too. 70 per cent of children in
this country. who live in vil-
lages are educated in these
Bengali-medium schools. In
cities and towns, Bengali-
medium schools serve the
needs of poor people. These
poor people consist of day
labourers, the lower middle
class, small busifiessmen elc.

-nglish-medium education
si_niflies richness, and social
success, while Bengali-medinm
education presents a picture
of poverty and helplessness.

This duality in the arena of
education is not acceptable.

Due to this policy the feeling of

two classes of people, the

have-gots & the have-nots, is

intensifying day by day and

poor people are beginnipg te
their rights are
being usurped. Moreover these
also feel that their
children are deliberately kept
illiterate so that they do not
become a source of threal to

the monopoly of the privileged

think that

poor people

classas.
What are the reasons be-

hite | the saccess amnd popale”-
iiv of English medium institu-

lions? Some possible reasons

-are listed below.

I. The 'Spell' of English
medium: How often we speak
of the merits of our mother
tongue, yet the English lan-
pguage still flows in our veins.
English rule has disappeared,
but Lhe yoke of mental slavery

is left behind In our head.

The lunguage of the colo-
nialist is still acknowledgerd as

Dual Policy in the Arena of
Education and its Impact

by Naoshad Rahman
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superior. The highest jobs are

given to English speaking-peo-
ple. Business opportupities in
industries of commerce are of-

fered to English speaking peo-

ﬁ. There is a,n abundance of
facilities and amenities in
English-medium schools.

_ Buildings are spacious & com-

fortable, sports facilities &

rlaygrounds are also available;
¢xira curricular activities are
-pecially arranged. All sorts of
of food, wa-
ter, lighting“and ventilation,

needs, in

are catered for.' These are
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greal sources of satisfaction
and due to these ‘facilities,
parents pay high fees,

3. Future success ensured:
In English schools a child be-
gins to speak English from
nursery class, and achieves a
fair command over it before
reaching class IV. All the sub-

jects are- taught in English

and grammar, etc is taught till
class VIl. When they enter into
public school, they surpass the

Bengali-medium school child.
whose knowledge of English is

meagre. The foundation of a
background in English  how-

ever is important for success
in higher education & beyond,

After examining the condi-
tion of English-medium
schools, we can just glimpse
the pitiable condition of the
Bengali-medium school.

1. The low spirit and profile
of teacher: The school-teach-
ing profession is not consid-
ered a respectable profession
in oyr country. Educated peo-
ple take up this profession
when they face failure in other
professions. For this reason
‘the majority of our teachers

do not take on interest at all

suited to the needs of the stu-
dents and society.

Teacher Qualification

Effective teaching is de-
termined by the individual
teacher's know of the
subject matter and mastery of
al skills. The aca-

demic and professional train-
ing of teachers has a direct
and positive impact on the
achievement of students.
Higher academic qualification
and better teacher training
therefore are required to
maintain guality of education.
in Bangladesh, the teaching
profession doesn't attract the
better students. 8 Rahman of
the Institute of Education &
Research reported that, "Most
teachers have only passed
SSC/HSC examination in the
third division. The poor qual-
ity of teacher and academijc
competence resulis in ineffec-

tive teaching. Pedagogical
training falls with teac of

poor academic background
Such teachers can nol teach
children with confidence.”
These findings are con-
firmed in another study which
argued that a minimum 14
years schooling should be the

entry qualification for teachers.
Instruction Materials

The quality of lenrn.h} of
students, in system of in-

struction greatly dept-nda on
the quality, suitability and

availability of instructional ma-

terials used i.e. text books,

teachiers' guides, teaching aids,
laboratory manuals, training
manuals, source books, refer-

ence books, egquipment etc. Al

“present, in Bangladesh, the

low allocation of expenditure
(Table-3) for instruction ma-
terials is reflected in the
unavailability or general inade-
quacy of instruction materials.
Although, text books are sup-
plied. ..

free of cost to the sludents,
thev are hardly available and In
short supply. There is also a
general inadequacy of other
basic instructional materials
such as blackboards, exercise
books. pencils, wall charts,
maps, models, pictorial aids
etc [NPA for EFA 1993), which
are either in insufficient sup-
ply or non-existent.

Quality Improvement
Strategy in Bangladesh
Improving the quality of

education is the burning ques-
tion in developing eountries.

But the task is difficult to

achieve due to resource con-
siraints. As in Bangladesh, it is
hardly possible to increase the
number of teachers, class-
rooms. textbooks and instruc-

in their profession. They Lake
up this profession only under
compulsicn.

Most of the Leachers posted
in rural areas are locally edu-
caled. Their activities mainly
centre around the cultivation
of land and their own prob-
lems. They come to school,
just to kill time. Their educa-
tional qualifications and ability
are inadequate and superficial.
The approach of these teach-
ers is out-worn and out-dated.
They do not know how to
exploit the latent qualities of
students & lack effective
training.

2. The dilapidated condi-
tion of the buildings and lack
of other facilities: The build-
ings of village schools except
for a few exceptions give a pic-
ture of distress and hopeless-
ness. If the school consists of
20 classes there may be only
eight rooms. The remaining

'students (12 classes) pass

their days under the open sky,
regardless of the weather.
They have no place to hide
themselves in scorching heat
or biting cold.

3. Lack of proper training:
The majority of the village stu-
dents come from illiterate and
poor families. Their parents
admit them into’ the village
school in the hope of proper
training and a sound education.
But the irony of fate is that in
such institutions they get nei-
ther proper training nor good
education. Consequently their
natural ability & potential is
not actualised. In this way
many good brains are being

drained. Many promising stu-

dents of the poorer classes get
admitted into the police or
army before reaching class
VIII. i

4., Public schools and class
difference: In our public
schools generally class VII
students are admitted. The
pupil has to undergo writtens
examinations after which in-
terviews are held. But the pre-
sent situation is not so easy for
these village students.
They have to compete with
city students who mostly come
from the rich classes. They
look & speak well. Their extra
curricular activities are varied.
They are able in games and
sports. On the other hand, vil-
lage students sulffer from an
inferiority complex. Defective
!i::!;cntjun adds o their
‘backwardness’. their
mental faculties m
than many of the English-
medium due to lack
of opportunity they .do nrot
flourish, and they fail in the
interview. _

Ref: are needed in the
present state of affairs. The
following steps must be taken

tional materials. as much as
we would wish 0. Hence edu-
cation planners and policy
malkers have to consider the
sirategy of not only increasing
the number of teachers, text
books. eic, but also ensuring
their eflectiveness. This im-
plies that recruiting more
teachers would be a fallacy
without ensuring efifective de-
ployment and productivity of
the present body. At the same
time. more text books and in-
structional materials do noth-
ing il effective Leaching in Lhe
classroom can not be ensured.
Thus, considering the pre-
sent situation it may be con-
cluded that increasing the
number of teachers. contact
hours, professidnal qualifica-
tions. as well as focusing spe-
cial attention on actual teach-
ing — learning in the class-
room — through utilising
teacher-pupil contact hours
more effectively and ensuring
effective teaching and deploy-
ment of the present teacher
force, are required for the de-
velopment and advancement of
primary education in

Bangladesh.

The writer is a Student Re- -

scarcher, IER at Dhaka Uni-
m-rﬁw

Recognition

Dr Abdul Khar
leque, Professor
ol Psychology.
Uiniversity of
Dhaka, has been
olfered mem-
bership of the
, - New Yofk Aca-
detmy of Sciences in recog-
nition to his contribution for
the advancement of psychology
as a science.
Professor Abdul Khaleque is
currently

ciation, General Secretary of
the South Asian Association ol
Psychology and a member of

the International Association of

Applied Psychology. He has so
far published over 50 research
articles in a number of national
and international journals of
psychology. He has contributed
15 chapters in research books,
edited by the world renowned
Psychologists, published from
Europe and America. He has
also authored and co-authored
7 books, published in Bang-
ladesh. He has presented
papers in well over 30 inter-
national conferences and semi-
nars. Proféssor A Khaleque has
held visiting faculty paositions
at the University of Delhi,
India. and University of Otago,
New Zealand.” -

to curb the situation,

1. Abolition of missionary
institutions: The present num-
ber of missionary schools
must be abolished in
Bangladesh. simply because
these institution do not run in
accordance with our national
culture and heritage. 2. Aboli-
tion of English from primary
classes: Education in English
should be abolished from nurs-
ery and KG 1. English should
be taught as a compulsory sub-
ject to children from class VI.
It will be beneficial both for
class students and society at
large. A child can understand
a subject in his/her their own
language better than in an-
other. When she is educated
at the primary level in the
vérnacular, a freshness and
perfection will be created in
his or her thoughts and ideas.
The energies and money
which are devoted to learning
English will be utilised for
other useful 5. Society
will be benefited'in such a way
that the present state of
English-medium as a status
symbol will be curtailed.

3. Elimination of privileged
institutions: It is - incumbent
on educational policy that it
should. provide equal opportu-
nity. Due to the present system
of education. only one section
of people is benefited, and the

- majority of the population is

being deprived of such privi-
leges. Such institutions should
be closed down, where only
the rich and elite of the soci-
ety can be educated. Those
institutions deserve our atten-
tion whose basic facilities and
amenities are lacking.

4. Training facilities and
incentive to our teachers. The
majority of our teachers are
indifferent to the dignity of
their profession. IL is impera-
tive to give them a right place
in society. Monthly salaries
should be increased besides
refresher courses being avail-
able for moral, mental and
practical training. Those
leachers who cannot meet the
demands of our national. cul-
tural and educational values
should be sacked.

5. Special attention to wvil-
lage schools: al attention
has to be paid amellorating
the moribund condition of
such schools. In this connec-
tion a great deal of money is
required for building, furniture
and fixtures, teaching materi-
als, facilities etc.

Conclusion: After examining
critically the condition of our
education system, the gov-
erpment must take effective
measures to improve it, lest it
take a serious turn by widening
the gap even further between
the rich and poor.

the President of .
. Bangladesh Psychological Asso-
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Libraries Essential for

Effective Education
by Muhammed Abdur Rasul

T is on everybody's ton-
gue. now-a-days. that the
quality of education n
Bangladesh has deterioraled
Day by day the condition is

further worsening.
Our experis are trying to

discover some sclufions Lo
improve the quality of edu-
catiori. Butl the golden egg of
gquality education is still out of
our reach. Here anyone can
pose the question — why is
this so? [t may be that there
are some loop holes in 'the
thinking and planning of our
experts.

I had an opportunity to have
A :-urmrwant: over an in-

lerirg re . entitled "Post
Primary Education Sector
Strategy Review” (=« May,

1994), which has been pre-
pared by a group of local and
foreign consultants who hawve
worked at the instance of the
Ministry of Eduecalion,
Government of the Peoples
Republic of Bangladesh. In the
above interim report the con-
sultants have triéd to "focus on
some key issues relevant to
qualitative expansion of the
education sector. especially
the post-primary sub-sector.”
The consultants have empha-
sised the need for, better text-
books, audiovisual materials,
co-curricular activities and
teachers' training. etc. But it
appcars that they have missed
one most significant element
that really helps the develop-

ol el I el . -
ment of 'quality education.
There is no doubt that bet-
ter texi-boeks, trained teach-
ers, audiovisual materials, etc,
have some definite impact on
the quality of education. In
Bangladesh, despite all sincere

wishes, the glaring fact is that -

the quality of education at all
levels has deteriorated. Some
of our students of course, are
ng good results in the so-
called public examinations. But
the most unfortunate fact re-
mains that we are not getting a
reasonable number of creative
talents out of our tducational
system. "y
Good teachers and good
text-books are certainly
needed for .hetter teaching in
the class rooms. But can these
guarantee quality education?
Qur planners, decision mak-
ers. and report writers always

place emphasis on text-books,
teachers’ training aund like

things. But one unlortunate
fact is that they always fail to
emphasise one important
thing — the thing which is said
to be the "heart” of an aca-
demic institution. It is the li-
brary. No quality education can
be achieved without any
proper development of aca-
demic libraries. The library is
the most important factor
which can foster and ensure
yuality education.

ln a conferBnce in America
(1892] it was said : "It is abso-
lutely necessary from the ear-
liest to the latest grades that
there should be parallel read-
ing.” And about a quarter cen-
tury later in 1915, one profes-
sor of Columbia University ad-
vised the teachers "lead their
students beyond the contents
of their text-books." These two
ideas — "parallel reading” and
"beyond texi-books" are very
much significant for the devel-
opment of quality education.
The American people accepted
the advice of the experts. And
so now we find that the
Americans are leading the
world, and their children are
walking on the moon, and
looking far beyond. Now, if we
are to arrange for "parallel
reading” and want to lead our
students beyond the contents
of their text-books, our schools
and colleges must primarily be

equipped with good libraries.
Our educational activities

-should be library based and re-

search oriented. At present we
find our educational system is
bound by the so-called text-
books and class room teaching.
But despite our sincere wishes
the results of this have been a
disastrous one — the quality of
education has deteriorated to a
shameful level. and the sense
of value has come to the point
of non-existence: and the
teacher-student relationship
has all but disappeared. All
these are facts. To get rid of
this sort of hellish condition,
we need to understand the
Hmitations of text-books, class
rooms, and the lecture method

of eaching en the one hand,

.amjwr st also Iry 0 under-

siand the value of Hbraries in
academic institutions for
ac hieving quality edmum'
Lhe other hand. -

We must remember that it
is not the class room but the
library that is considered to be
the “heart” of an academic
institution. The Ibrary is the
soul. the core, and the pivot

around which the academic
ife of an iostilution revolves.

According to BS Keshavan, an

educational adviser to the
Government of India, the
schoel library is the mosi

sirategic point in an institution
and it compensates for poor

in an academic institution
the class rooms are not
inessential elements. In the
classrooms the teachers pri-
marily explain things related
to the syllabus. Bul what is
more essential is the fact that
the teachers must give guid-
ance to the students to explore
for by themselves.
The real learning is to be
achieved not in the class room
but in the library. We must also
ify to understand that for
quality education and better
learning. freedom is essential.
The classroom cannot provide
for "learner's freedom™ It is
the library where the learner
enjoys freedom 1o Ilearn.
There. they are [ree to hrowse,
explore and chuose Lo learn.

They can malch subjects and

books aeccordjng to their
interest, capacily and intellect.
Here lies the superiority of the
library method of teaching to
tlre classroom method of
teaching. :
" 1t is not only astonishing
but also an unfortunate event
that our well paid consultants
have failed to see the most
significant element for the de-
velopment of quality education
in the country. Previously. in
the National Curriculum
Report (Vol. I, 19786), the
word "library” was mentioned
only once, and that too in a ca-
sual manner. And now we find
that in this interim report the
consultants have also used the
word "library” only once, and
tHat too, in a casual manner,
However, having written all
this [ would ltke to urge all
those who would take the de-
cision to ponder over the role
of libraries, to impart quality
education. Here | would like to
mention one Howard C Allison,
who once worked under the
Minister of Education as an
adviser immediately before the
liberation of Bangladesh. He
said in his book-let entitled
“The Headmaster's Rol
Promoting Sch
Administration”, that the li-
brary plays a crucial role in the
educational programme, as it
is conceived in developed
countries. So it is high time
that we should equip our aca-
demic, institutions with good

libraries, if we really want
quality education in owur

country.

Lastly. we should not forget
what was said in the survey re-
port entitled =emwrw e S
e g friR ssew 1 - In plain
language the report said : "™
@m fom AfPTR aem T weYe
EoE | we WY SACT W] B UMW 4, 9W
forw; afETR AYPR AT T R € AfereR
w4 wyviz oo ¥4 - The survey
repert was published by the
Minister of Education. Even
€ight years after the publica-
tion of the above repourit the
condition of libraries in our
academic institutions has not
changed a bit. In the high
schools there is no library and
no librarian, and in the col-
leges hundreds of postis have
heen lying vacant for about a
decade! So the situation is still
a larce. Now, should .he
Mintstry of Education of
Bangladesh turn their kind at-
tention to sirengthen _
streamline the libraries of\
schools and colleges? If
fail. 1 believe, some day. the
future generation will certainly
hang them. So in our opinien,
before it is too late, and avell
before the guillotine blade
comes down, the government
of Bangladesh should immedi-
ately institute a special com-
mittee for the development of
our school and cellege M-
braries. People are Lhere 0
Co0 ate.

f’ﬂ writer is an ex-Library
Specialist.




