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PAYING *I Hl- PIIH h Victoria s ludmn cricketer Ha_;mder Smgh SWINEs Across 1tm line of a Ieg break from lgbal Sikan-
der and is all set to meet a whimpering end of a banging intention. Wicketkeeper Masud picked up the tickle to end
Singh's 63-ball innings of 61 in Victoria's total of 199 against Abahani in the 15th Damal Summer final at the Dhaka
— Star photo by A K M Mohsin

Stadium yesterday.

Sports Reporter

Bok Martjn of the Nether-

lands moved into the final of
the masters' tournament of the
Gold Leaf
Bangladesh Satellite Circuit
tennis with a comiortable 6-3,
6-0 win over Dimitri Muzyka of
Ukraine in one of the two sin-
gles semi-finals held at the

m—lna Tennis Complex yes-
ay.

Bok, the top sceded in the

lour-leg circuit, who had ear-
lier won the third leg in Ra-
jshahi will meet Selvan
Veerasingam of Malaysia in the
final on Sunday.

Veerasingam was a surprise
winner in the second semifinal
when he’ inflicted a 6-4, 6-2
defeat against Van Scheppin-
gen of the Netherlands. the
second seed in the meet,

Meanwhile, teams from In-
dia. Pakistan and Sri Lanka ar-
rived here yesterday to take
part in the first ITF Central
Asian Circuit tennis tourna-
ment beginning today.

State, Minister for Youth and
Sports Sadeque Hossain will
inaugurate the five-day meet at
9-30 am as the chief quest.

The Bangladesh Tennis
Federation organised the third
leg tournament in cooperation
with the International Tennis
Federation. The first leg was
held in Colombo last month
and the second leg at Madras
last week

Div II cricket

Sports Reporter

Shantinagar A eamed a
two-wicket win over Ever
green in the Acme Second Di
vision cricket! league at the

anmond|l Cricket Stadium
'ﬁlr_rday Chasing a modest
169 for an ouiright victory in
the allotted 40 overs, Shanti-
nagar reached the target for
the loss of elght wickets with
eight balls to spare

Jasim with 42 was the top
scorer for the winners fol-
lowed by 42-ball 36 from
Suman while Asil, who steered
his side to victory remained
unbeaten on 16

Mostafiz Naimul Hasan and
ishtiag claimed (wo wickets

apiece for the losers

Earlier. sent inlo bat firsi
Evergreen could muster 168
for seven in the stipulated 40
Overs

After Malcolm
it's Benjamin

SYDNEY., Dec 9 Seam
bowler Jory Benjamin has con-
tracted chickenpox. England
team manager Keith Fletcher
told Reuters on Friday

Benjamin. 33. became the
ing fast bowier Devon Mailcolm.
to contract the virus when he
broke out in spots after com-

of headaches over the
two days.

The Surrey player will now
stay in the team's hoted
in isolation when the team fly
o Melbourne next Monday .

The obwious suggestion is
that Malcolm. who spent a
werk alone in his hotel room
in Brisbane afier picking up

the iliness passed it onilo
Bernjarmin.

Team manager Keith
Fieicher said: “We thought

Devon was all-clear when he
carme out of isclation so this is
very unfortunate

ITF- Thailand— -

Abahani

Gazi Ashral Ho-
ssain has led Aba-
hani to a hattrick
of the Damal Su-
mmer cricket to-
urnament titles.
Foiled last year for no [ault
of their own since the fourney
could not be held for a glut of

St mpzcsaer.

' domestic and international en-

gagements, Abahani, who had
lifted the memorial trophy in
1992 and 1993, yeslerday
completed the treble beating
Victoria bv five wickets in the
[inal of the 15ith Damal Sum-
mer cricket tournament at the
Dhaka Stadium with vetleran
Ashraf leading the popula:
Dhanmondi outfit right from
the fromnt.

Motivated like a tansy befit-
ting a finale. the former na-
tional captain did everything

. right on the day starting with

proper call in the spin of coin
lo steering his Sside to what
turned out to be easy bul sweet
revenge.

« Alfter a long drought of runs
in his willow for a variety of
reasons, the most successful
captain in the local club
cricket, thoroughly enjoyed his
batting as Abahani pitted
against Victoria's challenge of
199, swanned to 20)] for five
with ten legitimate balls to
spare.

Man-ol the-match Ashraf,
richer for a cash award of Taka
©.000, did not quite drive
home the stroke of huck he en-
joyed while being on 42 with
Rajinder another successful
individual of the day failing to
hold on to a return catch.
{afled to bring up a richly de-
served ton falling short by
eight runs

Visibly suffering from the
aching. ageing joints and

?iﬂfﬁl Ashral, who completed
v with a sixer over mid

wicket. skied a shot as exhaus
tion betrayed his murderous
intention with Abahani almosi
home and dry, just eleven runs
away from victory.

He played 120 balls and hit
six fours and day's only two
overboundaries during 111-
minute vigil at the wicket that
more than compensated the

relative fajlures of Abahani's
two major batsmen.

Although Akram could make
ﬂmly 26 and thhu an unchar-

Sports Reporter

acleristic four from 12 balls,
Abahani found a brilliant foil
for Ashraf in Pakistani Igbal
Sikander, who with a

34 not out following splendid
exhibition of controlled leg-
spin in the mornfng, kept the
Victoria bowlers at bay.

Ashraf's counterpart Azhar,
who chose the occasion to an-
nounce his retirement from
international cricket at the

ad of e day, had the day
fairly well n for him de-
spite being robbed of his right
to dictate 'crms by a whimsical
Coin.

He an<d his nephew Mihrab
were invelved In an opening
partnership of 60 runs from
18" overs with the latter quite
typically in the more assertive
mood.

Victoria's plight began after
that as Abu Hamid and Zia as
they had :done in the semifinal
against Brothers struggled to
build on a good start.

Only an excellent fifth
wicket partnership between
Indians Rajinder Singh and
Chetan Sharma that realised

97 rups gave Vicloria a ﬂghﬂng
total. .

" Rajinder another exhaustion

victim made 61 off 63
witli Lthe hclp of five fours.

genial sardarji. who picked up
his second successive hall

century got a reprieve on 44 as
Rakib dropped hifln at long on

Test-discard Sharma, who
did not quite make the most of
the slog overs, partly because
of flawed technigue, due
to the intelligent field place-
ment of Ashraf and a generally
sensible bowling, remained

unconquered on 43 off 51
balls.

Abahani's star batsman
Mirnhaz had to don the wicket-
keeping gloves for five overs
when reglar stumper Khaled
Masud was off the field for a
while in order to avail medical
attention after being hit on the
nose by a kicking delivery.

Enamul Huq, who captured
|4 wickets won the cash
award of Taka 3,000 for tour-
nament's highest wicket-taker
while his teammate Jahangir
Alam received a cheque of
same amount as the highest

run-getter having aggregated

230 runs.

Ivamsevw, Sampras
in semifinals

MUNICH. Dec 8:
Goran Tvanisevic
served his way
past Boris Becker
into the semifi
nals of the Com
paq Grand Slam Cup Thursday,
showing some good tennis and
more bad behaviour, reports
AP.

Top-ranked Pete Sampras
beat Michael Chang 6-4, 6-3
and will face lvanisevic in the
semifinals

Ivanisevic's 6-4, 6-1 victory
took only 58 minutes, egualing
the quickest match of the
tournamen! Sampras also took
58 minutes In beating Jaime
Yzaga Tuesday

Ivanisevic is serving a two-
month suspension from the
ATP Tour for accumulating too
many fines fogr code of conduct
viclations He became the first
player to be banned after an
outburst at last month's ATP
Tour World Championships in
Prankfimrt

He was allowed to play at
the Grand Slam Cup because
the ATP considers the event
an exhibition. The dirs 6 mil
lHon tourmament is the most
lucrative in the world and
Ivanisevic earned rs 425 000

| for reaching the last four

The event invites players
with best records at the four
Grand Slam tournaments — the
Ausiralian. French and US
Opens and Wimbledon

ivanisevic lost his temper
quickly Thursday and was
givem a warning by umpire
Bruno Rebeuh in the fourth
game.

ivanisevic smashed his
racket to the ground and raced
toward the umpire swearing.
after a linesman falled to call a
shot by Becker that seemed
clearly out. I[vanisevic siill
managed Lo save three break
points in that game

"l sald something bad and |
deserved the warning. But that
ball wasn't even close. | lost my
temper a bit but | played bet.
ter and better after that,’
Ivanisevic said

The Croat served 15 aces In
demolishing third-ranked
Becker, who lives in Munich
and who was the favourite of
the 11.000 fans in the Olympic
Hall

The Croat st (o Becker
twice In a row al the
Stockholm final and iIn
Frankfurt. But Becker never

managed 1o Lame Ivanisevic s
serve Thursday on the very fast
Supreme surface

i's Damal treble

Meanwhile, Bangladesh
Sports Journalists' and Writ-

ers' Community (BSTWC) gave

Azhar Hossain a crest as they
judged the Victoria skipper as
the player-of-the 20-team cur-

tain-raising tournament.

SCOREBOARD

VICTORIA SC:
Azhar Hossain Ibw
b Jewel Hossain . 19
Mihrab Hossain ¢ &
b Jewell Hossain _
Abu Hamid run out 1S
Ziauddin Ahmed
b Naimur Rashid 02
Rajinder Singh ¢ Khaled Masud
b igbal Sikander 61
Chetan Sharma not out 43
Igbal Hossain b Zakir Hossain 07
Extras : (b-3, Ib-8, w-8) . 19
Total: (for six wickets
in 45 overs)

" Fall of wickets: 1-

3-74; 4-92; 5-189; 6-

?35
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S. Islam not out
Extras: (b-1, Ib-7, w-7)
Total: (for five wkts in
43.2 overs) 201
Fall of wickets: 1-32: 2-60:
3-141; 4-150 and 5-189.
Did fhot bat: Jewel, Masud,

e
o La

Rajib Hasan and Zakir Hossain.
Bowling: O M R W
C. Sharma 5 0 22 0O
Tanveer 1.2 0 11 O
Igbal 9 0 27 1
Azhar 8 0 37 .0
R. Singh 0 38 2
Biplab 9 0 45
Hamid 2 0 15 1

Resulit : Abahani KC won the

!
3
i

Sport

Green Delta
Div I hockey

Sports Reporter
Kamal notched the second
hattrick in the Green Delta In-
surance First Division hockey
league as Usha Krira Chakra
romped past Dhaka Wanderers
6-0 in one of the two matches

played at the Hockey Stadium

yesterday.

In the first match of the
day, Kamal, who scored four
goals, completed his hattrick
in' the first half to give Usha an
unsailable 3-0 at the breather.

He then scored his fourth,
len minutes after Tutwl had

| made it 4-0 five minutes into

the second half. Mohammed
Sadeque, the national centre-
lorward, then sealed the fate of
the match from a penalty
stroke six minutes from the
long whistle.

In the other match of the
day, Ajax Sporting Club
recorded a 2-0 victory over
Bachelors Sporting Club with

Salam scoring both the goals
for the winners.

LI »
Rain ruins SL-NZ
one-dayer

BLOEMFONTEIN, Dec 9:
Rain halted Sri Lanka pressing
home their advantage against
New Zealand in their day-night
Mandela Trophy cricket match
on Thursday, reports Reuter.

After a brilliant 140 from
Sanath Jayasuriya had inspired
Sri Lanka to 288-4, New
Zealand were 66 for one from
14.3 overs when the rain ar-
rived.

Stephen Fleming was an
eary victim, playing on to
medium pacer Ravindra
Pushpakumara for 1], but
Bryan Young and Adam Parore
added 51 unbroken runs for
the second wicket.

Both sides take one point
for a no result. In the four-na-
tion event, Pakistan are top
with four points from two
wins. South Africa have two
points from their defeat of
New Zealand and the Kiwis
bring up the rear with Sri
Lanka.

Jayasuriya's innings was the
highlight of the Sri Lankan to-
tal which also included half-
centuries from Asanka Gurus-
inha and Aravinda de Silva.

Jayasuriya almost doubled
his previous one day best of 77
on his way to the highest score
ever made by a Sri Lankan in
one-day internationals. He
faced 144 balls. hitting six
sixes and nine fours,

Orient Bread
kabaddi

Baro Goali Samajkallyan
Jubo Sangha outplayed Jansast-
hya Karmachari Kallyan Samity
65-21 in one of the two Orient
Bread Kabaddi league matches
at the Kabaddi court yesterday.
reports UNB.

The winners led the first
halfl 29-9,

In the other match,
Maniknagar Kabaddi Club de-
feated Jurain Janata Club 40-
29 after leading the first half
18- 14 points.

Army athletics

Chittagong area retained
the title of the annual Army
Athletics championships im-
proving three army records
here on Thursday, reports

Chittagong area won four
gold, 11 silver dnd three
bronze medal. Bogra area be-
.came runners-up with four
gold, three silver and three
bronze.

Golam Ambia of the Dhaka
Infantry team was adjudged
the bes!t athleie of the meet.

Selvan Veerasingam of Malaysia returns a backhand
during the second semi-final of the masters tournament of
the Gold Leaf ITF Thailand-Bangladesh Satellite Circuit
aguinst second seed Van Scheppingen of the Netherlands at
the Ramna Tennis Complex yesterday Veerasingam won
the match 6-4, 6-2.

|

| Perfumo the job

Thye Daily Star 7

handlgarh's maiden Test from today

MOHALI. Chan-
~ digarh, Dec 9: Co-
urtney Walsh may
nol lead the West
Indies in the thi-
rd and final cri-

cket I‘est against India starting
Saturday as he is nursing a

sprained neck, report agen-
cies.

"It's a 50-50 chance that
Courtney will able to play

tomorrow. However, 1 will love
to have him on the field,” said
team manager David Holford.
Thie final Test is crucial for
the West Indians as they are
trailing 0-1 in the

3-Test

" COURTNEY WALSH

series.

Walsh suffered a severe
sprain the neck during the
second cricket Test at Nagpur
early this month, Walsh, how-
ever, took part in the practice
Friday.

"The pitch here is better
then the previous two we
played on but it is not as good
as we expected.” Holford said.
“The outfield Is lush green and
beautiful.”

“It's a do-or-die battle for
us, and we are looking forward
to a good wicket,” West Indies

er said.

"We lost the first Test in
Bombay. In Nagpour, our bats-
men, especially Jimmy Adams

and Carl Hooper played quite
well."

"l -am confident the bats-
men will play better here. Our
bowler are hoping for a good
Test wicket to show their
strengths and provide good
support to the batsmen, by
restricting the Indian bats-
men," Holford said.

He said there is a lot at
stake for his side which has
lost a series since the contro-
versial New Zealand series in
'79-'80.

For India, who have won
series only twice against the
West Indies, here is a good
chance (o repeat the feat after
one and half decades.

India first tamed the
Caribbean in their own country
under the leadership of Ajit
Wadekar who now had brought
the nation again to the top of
the cricketing world as a man-
ager.

"Of course, we would ge for
a win. We want to beat them as
convincingly as possible,” said
the manager who revived the
Indian fortunes with convinc-
ing series win against England
and Zimbabwe last year.

A confident Indian skipper
Mohammed Azharuddin also
echoed the manager's views.
"If we can beat them here too.
it's great,” he said.

He said with in-form uﬂ'—
spinner Aashish Kapoor's in-
duction, the team's attack has
been further strengthened.

Kapoor comes in place of
Rajesh Chauhan who struggled
for line and length in Nagpur
where the Indian spinners
failed to rise up to the expec-
tation on a slow track which
West Indian all-rounder Cart
Hooper exploited well to bag
seven wickets with his off-
spin.

Azharuddin said the Test
would be keenly fought as the
West Indian’ would try their
best to win here and level the
series.

Wa]f,h doubtful, Kapoor sure

Mohali, s the Test for
the first time, has been
dressed up for the big occa-
shon. ,

Former Indian captain and
legendary spinner Bishen
Singh Bedi, who is in charge
of pitch here, has claimed that
the track would behave differ-
enily from the pitches at the
other centres in the country.

He said the track would last
all the five days of the match,
giving the impression that it
would offer good bounce and
help the [ast bowlers.

The stadium has got a lovely
lush green outfield which

VIeM R
looked like a green carpel
' TEAMS

INDIA: Mohd Acharidchin
icapt], Sachin Tendulkar N
jot Singh Sidhu, Manuj Prubs
hakar, Vinod Kambli, Sanjuy
Manjreker, Anil Kumble, Nay.:!
Mongia, Javagal Srinath
Aashish Kapoor, Venkatapathy
Raju, Venkatesh Prasad. Aja,
Jadeja, Prashant Vaidya.

WEST INDIAN: C. Walsl
(capt). P. Simmon. T S
Williams, B. Lara, C. Hooper. K
Arthurton, J. Adams, S
Chanderpaul, A. Cummins. K
Benjamin, C. Cuffy, J. Murray.
S. Campbell, R. Dhanraj, B..
Browne, R.. Holder.

-
AASHISH ¥

Abahani captain Gazi Ashraf Hossain, who won the man-of-the-match award in the final of
the 15th Damal Summer cricket tournament yesterday with a tourney top score of 92, receives
the commemeorative trophy from the chief guest.

— Star photo

PARIS, Dec 9:
Spanish aristoc-
rats Real Madrid,
humiliated by Da-
nish outsiders
Odense in the
UEFA Cup on Tuesday, will be
alming to appease angry fans
by thrashing lowly Dﬂedg on
Sunday, reports AFP.

Real were one of three
Spanish clubs knocked out of
European competition this

. week.

The Spanish side, who had
won 3-2 in Denmark, failed to
reach the UEFA Cup quarter-

Maradona on
the move
BUENOS AIRES, Dec 9:
Diego Maradona, tempestuous
star of Argentine soccer, was
in line on Thursday for a job
with Racing Chub just tow days
after angrily resigning as assis-

tant coach of Deportivo
Mandiyu, reports Reuter.
Racing Club said they would
offer Maradona a post as coach
it talks with former interna-
tional Roberto Perfumeo fell

Club president Juan de
Siefano sald he would offer
this week. "
he doesn't accept, we will talk
o Diego.” he said.

Maradona lasted less than
iwo months at Corrientes-
baséd M . who weon just
one of 12 games during that
period and are currently third
from bottom of the Argentine
championship table.

He stormed out of Mandiyu
late of Tuesday, angered that
president Reberto Cruz had

| ucked off players for losing to

Newell's Old Boys on Saturday.
Mandiyu coach Carlos Fren also
resigned.

Racing Club
coach fol
of Ur
hir

are segking a

the resignation
ay Luis Cubilla, who

lasted little more than

- Star photo | two months in the post.

finals when Morten Bisgaard
scored a second goal for
Odense in the last minute. It
was Real's first defeat this sea-
son at their Santiago Bernabeu
Stadium.

The Spanish league leaders
will have Ilvan Zamorano back
from suspension.

The Chilean striker's 12
goals in 13 league games have
helped Real make their best
start in four years.

Deportivo la Coruna. behind
on goal difference. may be still
feeling the effects of their
dramatic extra-time defeat to
Borussia Dortmund. They take
on Seville whose away form
this season includes a win at
Barcelona.

Athletic Bilbao, three points
behind the leaders in a sixth
place. play mid-table Valencia
after losing 4-2 to Parma in
Italy.

Barcelona., whose 1-1 draw
with Gothenburg on Wednes-
day earned them a European
Champions’ Cup quarter-final
with Paris St Germain in
March. are away to Celta Vigo.

* Johan Cruyff's side are two
points adrift and have yet to
find a satisfactory replacement
for Michael Laudrup who was
allowed to go to Real Madrid.

Romania's World Cup star
Gheorghe Hagi. who had an

~unhappy spell at Real Madrid

four vears ago. again looks like
the odd man out at Barcelona.

Borussia Dortmund. looking
more than ever championship
material after their midweek
win over La Coruna, travel to
mid-table SV Hamburg,

They will be hoping to ex-
tend their lead at the top of
the Bundesliga as second-
placed Werder Bremen have a
difficult match against back-to-
form Bayern Munich.

French striker Jean-Plerrg
Papin seems finally o0 have set.
tled in and captain Lothar
Matthaeus is back from a one
game suspension for question-
Ing a S Sanity.

really revved up

Papin's two goals againsi
Dynamo Kiev on Wednesday
earned Bayern a European
Champions Cup quarter-final
against Gothenburg.

Eintracht Frankfurt. who
survived a hazardous UEFA Cup
trek to Napoli without leading
scorer Anthony Yeboah of
Gihana. Nigerian forward Jav
Jay Okocha and midfielder Ma
urizio Gaudino, have an easier
trip to third-from-bottom
Munich 1860

Yeboah, Okocha and Gau
dino have been told to find
new clubs after a persdnality
clash with coach Jupp Heyn-
ckes.

In the Calcto, league leaders
Parma are away to Genoa. with
the odds stacked against Ju.
ventus joining them at the top
of the table after their trip to
Lazio,

Juve, after a fine run of
form, will be without both
their star forwards — Roberto
Baggio, who has a nagging kn
ee injury., and Gianduca Vialli,
suspended for one match after
collecting two yellow cards

Lazio, though, will still be
without their injured Croatian
playmaker Alen Boksic.

Argentine striker Gabriel
Batistuta, who failed to score
for the first time in 12 league
games in last week's 3-2 defeat
at Juventus, hopes to be back
on target for Florentina against
as Roina

Reigning champions AC
Milan, buoyed up by having
squeezed into the European
Cup quarter-finals with a 1-0
win over Casino Salzburg, tra

vel to E!
Wenger GramEus

Eight's coac

TOKYO, Dec 9 Former
Monaco coach Arsene Wenger
will coach Nagova Grampus
Eight. one of 12 ieams In the
Japanese professional league.
thf team lﬁnnumﬂd ttﬂlﬂ-
ports Reuter.



