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Shitalakhya Bridge
foundation stone laid

KAPASIA., Dec 9 Commu
nications Minister Oli Ahmad
today laid the foundation stons
of the Shitalakhva Bridge here

60 Kkilometres north the
capital. The 348 -metre-long
and 10-metre-wide bridge on

Shitalakhya river is expected
to be compieted by June 1997
al a cosl of Tk 28 crore, 1otalh
from the government's own
resources. reports UUNB

2 die in Sunamganj
accident

SUNAMGANJ. Dec & Two
petple were killed and eight
ethers Injured when a truck

iell Into & road side ditch on
the Sunamgan| Svihet road
near Shatrumardan. 16 kilo
metres fromm here today police
and hospital sources said The
dead were identified as Saleh
Ahmed. 30 and Nurul Haq 40
fhe injured wer admitted (o
Sadar Hospital, reports UNB

From Staff Correspondent

SYLHET. Derc 9 A studem
of the Balagan| Degree College
was stabhed by his college
friend yesterday The wictim
Mizranur Rahman a second
vear studernt had an exchange
of hot words with his class
mate Shahin in the college
premuses. Al one stage. Shahin
stabbed Wim. The wvictim had
been admitied to the Sylhe
MAC Osmanv Medical Colleg:
Hospital

Saifur leaves
for New York

Finance Minister M Satfur
Rahman left Dhaks last nighi
for New York 16 attend an in
veslment semninar on Bangla
desh Current Economic Sce
narteo and New Horizon for the
investment 11 e held thers
on December | 7 reports BSS

of Bihar
1 Bosnia.

Cinema fire in China
claims over 300 lives

BEIJING., Dec 9 A lire
swept through a .cinema in far
northwestern China where
hundreds - of students were
watching a variety show. More
than 300 children and teach-
‘ers were killed. and more than
100 were injured, authorities
said today . reports AP.

The Hre broke out at
7.30pm Thursday in the Fri
endship Theater in Kalamayi,

| 2.600 kilometres northwest of

Beljing in Xinjiang province,
the official Xinhua News Ag-
ency said in a briefl report.

Most of the 300 killed were
primary school students from
the city, Xinhua said.

An official in the foreign af-
fairs office in Kalamayi, who
gave his name only as Sun, said
the number of deaths and seri-
ous injuries was changing,
indicating the death toll was
likely to rise. He refused to

give an estimate,

An initial investigation sho-
wed the fire may have been
caused by a short circuit,
Xinhua said.

Rescuers worked through
the night to try (o save lives,
the report said.

Officials contacted by phone
in Kalamayi refused to give de-
tails, and one woman said local
leaders had imposed a news
blackout. But an official told
CNN that 754 people were in
the cinema, and that 310 were
killed and 150 injured.

The British Broadcasting
Corporation (BBC] reported
most of the children who were
killed were crushed in a panic
to leave the building, while
others died from the smoke
and fumes. It said the firé be-
gan after an explosion in elec-
trical wiring. The report did
not cite any sources.

AGRAHAYAN 26, 1401 BS,

In Hong Kong, Gov. Chris
Patten satd he was shocked by
the tragedy and expressed
'deepest condolences to the
parents and friends of those
children and to officials in
China. Obviously our thoughts
and prayers go to all those who
have lost loved ones in this
terrible tragedy.'

China has been plagued by a
series ol serious fires recently.

Last week, a fire in a dance
hall in northeastern Liaoning
province killed 233 people
and injured 16. The recently
renovated buflding had only a
single narrow exit, and most of
the victims died of smoke in-
halation.

Three days later, 11 people
were killed and 38 injured in
hotel fire in coastal Shandong
province. It took nearly 100
firefighters an hour to bring
the blaze under contro).

UN convoy with food
reaches Bihac

SARAJEVO. Dec 9 : A UN
humanitarian aid convoy rea-
ched the poorly supplied
civilians of Bihac today for the
first time in over two months,
and Bosnian Serbs released
another 67 peacekeepers from
deiention. reports AP

Biut the United Nations de-
manded full freedom of move-
ment for its personnel, warn-
ing that further restrictions
could result in a humanitarian
crisis. More than 2000 UN sol-
ciers, including 187 at wea
pons collection sites around
Sarajevo, continue to be de-
tainiedd by the Serbs as in-
surance against NATO airs-
irikes.

A nine-truck convoy carry

| ing 90 tons of food arrived to-

GaV wHE ot W el oerth
tmwrs 'n northwesiern

Earlier on Thursday, a UN

resupply convoy for 1,200 ill-
equipped Bangladeshi pcace-
keepers reached the Bihac
area, UN officials had been
making plans to withdraw 400
of the Bangladeshis. UN spo-
kesmman Paul Risley said the
convoy's arrival meant 'there
will be no imminent rede-
ployment of the peacekeepers.

But he also acknowledged not
receiving the necessary per-
mission for the Bangladeshis to
pass Serb territory.

U'N officials reported today
an increase in shelling around
Bihac late Thursday. but said
there were no changes in the
front lines. A missile fired
from Serb positions flew owver
the Bangladeshi camp at Co-
ralici. about 25 kilemetres
morih of Bikac b - -ex .
ploded several kfiometers 1o
the cast shortly after the UN
resupply convoy arrived.

f

Cong heading )
- for defeat
in state polls

DEW DELHI. Dec 9: Prime

-Minister PV Narasimha Rao's

Congress party suffered losses
in the first counting of ballota
in the four Indian states which
went to the polls to elect state
legislators, reports AP.

Initial results from Kar-
nataka in southern India sho-
wed that .the Janata Dal, or’
People's Party, candidates
were leading over their Con-
dreas candidates in 97 of the
186 seats for which trend v.as
available Kamataka has 212
seats.

The states of Goa, Sikkim,
Karnataka and Andhra Pracdesh
went to the polls on different
dates early December and late
October. The results will have
ne impact on the status of
Raeos government in New
i, bt Tis spen aima Uall
wether for the 1996 '‘gepnefral
elections for the Parliament in

See Page 8 Col 3
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some hospitals and clf
fled immediately to
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Hossain who for recerd s sake, was hewled of

yesterday's 15th Damal Summer cricket tournament final

by five wicket s at the Dhaka Stadium. Details on

— Star photo by A K M Mohsin

Head of Myanmar's exiled govt tells Daily Star

Ball is now in SLORC's court

By Chapal Bashar back from Seoul

Dr Sein Win, Prime Minis-
ter of Myanmar's government-
in-exile., believes that there is
still scope for a peaceful solu
tion to the ongoing conflict
between the people of his
cowniry and the ruling military
junta — the SLORC (State Law
and Order Restoration Coun-
il

The baill is now in SLORC's
court our leader Aung San
Sunt Kyl has clearly said that
she is ready to negotiate any-
thing except her leaving
Burma (Myanmar)”. said Dr,
Sein adding, “the National
Coalition Government. which |
head. supports her position
while our ethnic allies are also
open lo  a negotiated political
settiement .’

Talking to this correspon-

dent Sunday last at Hilton Ho-
el in Seoul, Dr Sein focussed
on latest political and eco
nomic situation in his country,
which Is under authoritarian

o three decades,
and explained the policy and

rule Ve

stance ol his govermmnent

The head of the exiled gow
ermunent was on a visit (o Seoul
o attend ithe first conference
of the Forum of Demoeratic
Leaders in Asla- Pacthic (FDL
AP} held December 1-2. The
jimternational conference, jo
intly hosted b}' former Phi-

President Corazon
and South Korea's

Hppine
Aguino

prominent human rights ac-
tivist Kim Dae-jung. discussed
Ihr 511119 of drnmrrm In Asla,

Dr Sein Win
especially the situation in
Burma, now knowh as Myan-
IMar

'he FDL-AF conference

demanded immediate and un
conditional release of Myan
mar's opposition leader Aung
San Suu Kyl, restoration of
democracy and formed a
commission to help national
reconciliation in that country
through peaceful means

The National Coalition Gov-
ernment was formed in De-

meetings ol the
with Suu Kyl which was also

cember 1990 in rebel-held
territory near Thai border by a
core of elected MPs belonging
lo Suu Kyi-led National League
lor Democracy (NLDJ.

The NLD won 392 of the
485 parliament seats in the
general elections held in May
1990. But the SLORC refused
to recognise people's verdict,
cracked down on the pro-

democracy forces and arrested

hundreds of NLD leaders in
cluding scores of elected MPs.
Aung San Suu Kyi was earlier
placed under house arrest in

July 1989 and still remain in-

terned.
Dr Sein referred to recent

SLORC leaders

shown on television. He ex
pressed doubts whether there

was any dialogue in those two

meetings held in September
and October as no public an
nouncement was made in this
regard

"Glven the wav the meet-
ings were handled and timed,
it is clear that the SLORC ir,
tended to nse them ton inP.uy
ence the US government (and
the United Nations Gen eral
Assembly”. he added

Expressing full confidience
in Suu Kyl's leadership Dr
Sein demanded tha'. she

See Page 8 (ol 7y

AlIDS in Bangladesh-I

No 'full-blown' picture vyet

The voung Bangladeshi died

with his dishelief

Deported from a Middle
East sheikhdom last year. the
33 year-old man returned

home with AIDS and shattered
hope= lor a better life

The man from Chittagong
distric1. whose identity cannot
be revealed lor privacy. did not
accep! i his death the lact
hat he had the killer virus
withim himsel

‘S was his wile whe did not
Hike the government! doctors to
her and others of the
family who magin have been
ilecied

The victimn, believed
infecied Aue bl et
g0y e of malaria
mn+e months after his return

e

o have
e 5

: i
frans!

By Masud Hasan Khan

home. doctors said.

The Bangladeshi, in the
mos! productive years of his
life, was one among many
victims of a virus that gradually
destroys the bodv's resistance
against any diacase. This Is
AIDS

The pnce for his ignorance

or the price of an improper
systermn was his life. Besides,
there were many who would
have (o suffer the conse
guences directly or indirectly
AIDS, or the Acquired
Immune Deficiency Syndrome
now ravaging many countries

of the world, has begun to
show iis ieeth in Bangladesh,
rmargh o ite rFrﬂ‘iﬂ‘_\f

Ihe Ccouniry.

there are 38 victims of

oificially,
HIV

which might eventually cause

AIDS

(M the 3R, three died with
full blewn AID S8 and another is
still alive. TV e remaining 32.
visibly sympf om-free, are living
with a time- bomb inside their
bodies tha'. would end their
lives with a fatal blow, any dav.

These people were diag
nosed HI'Y positive through
blood tes’ s of 60.765 men and
wormnen I the high risk zone —
prostitu tes, their clients, truck
drivers and satlors.

AcC ording tn government
officirals, most of these
diagn osed HIV positive came
from middle-class farming
back ground. who are helieved
to .ave contracted the disease
g Page B Col 7

PM leaves for
Morocco
tomorrow

Prime M inister Bigur ;
Khaleda Zia 'will leave Dihak g
for Casablan ca tomorrow mo- ¢
ning to atter id the Seventh C |C
Summit due in the Moiroer an
city from December 'i3- 14,
reports UUN,B.

Kings ¢ ind heads of sta' je or
governme nt of the OIC ¢ pun-
iries are expected o wior k out
comhini>d action a.t the
Summit (o face the po litical.
econom jc and social pr sbhlems

confrenting the | Ausl:m
Li'mma h.

He gum Zia will brsad the
Bang ladesh delegatio 3 to the
sum mit which will be pre-

cederd by a two-day r Islamic
Coriference of Foreign
Miriisters (ICFM) | seginning
Loy lay

The 32-member delegation
‘vill include Foreig n Minister
ASM Mostalizur Ra hman, Fa-
ridla Hasan MP a' ad Foreign
Secretary MR Osmée iny

At Casablanca. the Bangila-
desh Prime Mini ster is ex-
pected to selze | he opportu-
ity of meeting & dme heads of
delegations to ¢ fiscuss with
thems matiers of | bilateral in-
lerest

Foreign M inister ASM
Mostafizur Rah man is already
in the Atlantlk } coast city of
Morocco tO at tend the 22nd
ICFM which ' will finalise the
agenda ol the ; summit taking

Plot : to kill
Ga;yoom ?

TRIVAML IRUM. India, Dec
9 A diarv b ept by a Maldivian
woman a7 ested for allegedly
spying ori India's space pro
gramme < ontained a plot to
kill! Maldi+ dan President Mau-
moon Al ‘il Ga ., A senior
police off rer said today.

The [V jrector -General of Po-
e in s uthern Kerala state,
TV Ma dhusoodanan. told
Reuters the diary belonged to
Mariam Rasheeda. who was ar
rested | n md-October for al-
legedly  buving Indian space
seereis with sex and money

Ana (her Maldivian woman,
twny Ir wlian rocket scientists
anrl Tw p businessmen have also
heenn arrested in the sex,
money ' and secrets scandal

Ma dhusoodanan said the
plot « jescribed in Rasheeda's
thary tnvelved a woman named
Seetl @ in the southern Indian
state ol Tamil Nadu. He said

See Page 8 Col 3

in BNP

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia yesterday said the
BNP's politics and pro-
grammes were aimed at dewvel-
opment of the country and her
government has been working
to that end to ensure welfare
ol the commohman, reports
LUNB. :

She said the BNP faced se-
rious difficulties when it as-
sumed power as the autocratic
regime had destroyed all the
institutions through massive
irregularities and corruption.

'‘But only in three and a half
years the BNP has set an ex-
ample of development in the
country as it believes in poli-
tics of production and devel-
opment and is committed to
ensuring welfare of the peo-
ple.” Begum Zia added.

The Prime Minister was
addressing a gathering of some
400 people from different po-
litical parties of Nabinagar
thana of Brahmanbaria district
led by former Cabinet
Secretary Siddigur Rahman
was fjoined the BNFP at her
Hare Road office last night. All
the chairmen and members of
21 unions of Nabinagar thana
also joined the BNP.

Welcoming the newcomers,
Begum Zia said the people are
rallying round the BNP as they
know the BNP would do some-
thing for the people. "Peace
and democracy-loving people

| People have total faith
: Khaleda

have complete faith in the
BNP.” she added.

The Prime Minister said
her government believes in
balanced development and
sought cooperation from all in
carrving out the development
programmes undertaken by
the government.

Without naming any politi-
cal party. Begum Zia said they
have no confidence in the
people and the country and
this is why they have no confi-
dence in the judicial svstem
Election Commission and

other democratic institutions.

Human Rights
Day today

By Staff Correspondent:

The World Human Righis
Day will be observed in ithe
country today.

On this day In 1948, the
United Nations General As-
sembly adopted the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights
and proclaimed the world's
faith in the fundamentai rights
of the individual and in the
dignity and worth of man.

Since then the UN stood for
individual rights as well as civil
and political rights just as it
sought to uphold economic.
social and cultural rights.

in a message on the occa
See Page B8 Col 4
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I killed, 15 hurt

as transport
workers clash

- ] -
in N'ganj

By Staff Correspondent

Al least one person was
killed and 15 were injured in
clashes between rival groups of
iransport workers in Naray-
anganj vesterdav,

Some 200 workers of the
rival grouips were involved in
the hour-long clashes in
Hajganj areas. Pistol shots
were fired and about 50 coek-
tails exploded during the
clashes.
~ Selim. a 12-vear old b
worker, died on the spot v
hit in the chest by a bulle
injurerd were given first

us

L. The
aid at
.nics but
dodge ar
Ted said.
rupted when
- punished un-
nm the Nara-
| Road Transport
Committee for
a bus conductor
vorkers damaged at
» vehicles in Naravan-
Jemra road. They esca-
as police rushed to the
A.
Bus service in the route
remained suspended till the
writing of this report late las:
night.

[Landshde in Ma]a} s1a
One more body of

Bangladeshi found

KUALA LUMPUR, Dec 9
Rescuers today recovered the
bodies of two of five people re
ported missing following a
spate of landslides this week
in Cameron Highland |60
kilometres northeast of Kuala
Lumpur, reports AP

A police officer in ¢harge of
the Cameron Highlands dis
trict, Mohamed Nor Othman
said the bodies of a2
Bangladeshi and a Malaysian
were found in a river.

The bodies of two other
Bangladeshi immigrant work
ers were found on Wednesday
A 60-member search team is
searching fer three other
missing, two Malaysians and a
Bangladeshi.

rest, sources conee
The violepce e

a bus driver was

der orders fr

Workers' -
assaulting
The v

AL to continue
agitation for
caretaker govt

e Awami League vester
day urged the people to gn
ahead with the agitation tor
caretaker government by ob
serving all programmes an
nounced by Sheikh Hasina re
poris [INB.

A meeting of the Awamm
League Central Secrefacial
with acting General Secretary
Abdul .Jall in the chair also
protested attacks on AL work
ers and killing of two people in
Feni during the hartal on
Decemmber 7 and 8,

"The ruling BNP being iso
lated from the people has be
come  imbalanced and un
leashed repression and terror
ism killing leaders and work
ers of Awami League and its
front organisations.” a resohi
lion of the meeting said.

It said the prime minister s
irresponsible statement at the
Chhatra Dal rally has pushed
the country to confrontation
and chaos.

The meeting demanded

P construction of a complete

mausoleum at Raver Bazar as a
mark of to martyrs of
1971 Liberatich War.

Mozalfar Hossain Paltu.
Begum Matia Chowdhury MP.
Dr Mosiafa Jalal Mohiuddin,
Abul Hasan Chowdhury MP,
Adv. Shahara Khatun. Alamgir

Kuomkum and Mofazzal
Chowdhury Mava addressed
the meeting.
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