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was advised by a knowl

edgeable elderly person to
by tongue

adore at least
two ladies and two lords for

smooth passage of mundane
business. By keeping these four

persons greased and in good
humour, he claimed,
have won half the battle with-
out any sabre-rattling or could
avold rancorous use of the
tongue. These two ladies are
the land lady and the home
lady who has tocked you in
weeding and the lords are the
landlord and the office lord
[boss).

| confess. one lady among
the two accursed me once in

all the abusive language she

could muster. It was my vener-
able gnd equally vulnerable
landlady, who threatened to
snap my water supply line. not
in my body systém. but in her
house which | occupied. Had
all her curses were listened to
by the Samiul Aalim the
hearer of all Allah Almighty
and responded to. 1 should
have been consigned to hell
fire of Raurab, the Brahmin

variety or Habla as Mollahs
threaten with. Since the divine
response was not instant, her
curses did not go beyond the
surrounding air and | hope
they remain here.

Landlord or landladies are
no special species or - aristo-
cratic breed but their affluence
could buy aristocracy which
money bestows on its every
1 owner. Robert Clive, a clerk

whose annual salary amounted

to five pounds sterling plus
clothing and washing al-
lowance was honoured with
knighthood when he made
enough money by unscrupulous
trade in salt in Bengal and
through other ‘'picking' and
kicbacks. Many known flatter-
ers, bootlickers and connivers
of the British imperialists in
India’ earned their share of
honorofic titles, land and
largesse and su uently be-
came landed elites. The
Maharajas., Nawabs, Khan
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Blhadurs and Khan bahthu had
their varied share of licking
the imperial boots of the
British Raj.

Rightfully or wrongfully.
landlord or landladies have
earned notoriety in a such as
they have become elements in
literary honour. The film, ‘Feku
Ustaggr Lane’ has brought on
celluloid what a houseowner
man or woman, could be like
or to what extent they could
become a nuisance to the
tenant or the society. In urban
life. the houseowner is the
central character in the
money-minting machine. The
complaints ke leaking roofs,
insufficient water supply. fre-
quent raise in rent and bad
maintenance often bring the
lessor and lessee an collision
colirse. It is the tenant who is
destined to remain a cucumber
for the lessor who might or
might not cut it apart or sliced
it if the cucumber is too soft or
the lessors knife too sharp.
Here the tenants could not
jaint hands to fight the land-
lord but elsewhere tenants
collectively fought them. Their
efforts aborted as money and

people could buy all
laws if sense of legitimacy and
will to honour it does not set-
tle in the mind permanently.
In Ireland the rent holders.
formed a league in 1879 to
procure reduction in rent and
to promote ownership of
houses and land. The authori-
ties .who possessed sharp

'knives cut all the tenant ‘cu-

cumbers into pieces.

The tengnts, many claim,
have always the Hobson's
choice. It means the accep-
tance of what is offered when
there is no choice. One Tobias
Hobson kept an in at
Cambridgé and hired out
horses. Though he had a large

-1 found in

numhcr ur horses he ajwnyrs in-
sisted that a tive hirer
should take the one nearest
the stable door. The hirer had
no choice of his own. Hobson
amassed enough fortune, made
a bequest to Cambridge and
when died in 1631 a street in
Cambridge was named after
him. On his grave Milton wrote
two humorous epitaphs about
him. One poem honoured him
and the other, his horses.

In Geneva where we lived in
a rented apartment, the
premises were overseen by a
middle-aged woman, not a
landlady but a consignere
(pronounced as consear), She
was not a broom-brandishing
woman like the local ones who
used to present us chocolates
and other gifts during Easter
and Christmas. Any complaint
about facilities used to drive
her mad until they were re-
stored or defecis or removed.
The complaints like leaking
roofs never brought a reply to
the effect that temants could

not expect syrup to fall from

heaven:.

One of the kindest landlady
Mrs. Elizabeth
Clitherow at 7 Beacon Hill,
London. She used to receive
guests only from the British
Council and the guests who
were all fellows or students
were to follow her rules of
business. She allowed lady visi-
tors upto 11 pm’' but no
overnight stay. Once an African
fellow broke the house law and
next mooring his baggage oul
on the street.

Except through money or
material benefits it is difficult
to penetrate the thick layer of
the landlord or landlady's
mind or good sense. But ex-
ceptions are there. | entered
the hard crust of my English
landlady by wiping her dishes

with a napkin. After serving
the so-called English dinner
(boiled potatoes. spinach and
meat or fish) to 10 or 12
British Council fellows she

used to put all the dishes in a .

big tumbler and then kept on a
table for drying up. Anxious to
improve upon my precarious
existence and to get rid of the
so-called English delicacy, |
used to wipe the dishes with a
napkin every night after din-
ner and soon situation im-
proved. My landlady after
ascertaining my preference
started cooking rice and
chicken for me. Two of my
Indian neighbours, S B
Chowdhury [ a town planner
from Andhra) and R F Pillai (an
ICS in Assam Civil Service)
equally anxious for rice and
chicken eventually succeeded
in getting these on my rec-
ommendation. Dish wiping fur-
ther improved my destiny. I
was moved to a single room
just above the kitchen which

needed no heating. The land- "

lady gave me cooking pots to
cook my own food when she
did not serve the dinner. |
used to get her free cinema
pass in the Odeon Cinema
where she held a share and fi-
nally during. her holidays in
Europe 1 held charge of the
premises, collecting rents
from tenants and the landlady
claimed that the collected
rents were my share and never
she took them.

Thomas Carlyle used to live
in a rented house where on
the ground floor the landlord
lived along with his chickens.
Carlyle could not bear the
crowing of the cock. A letter
and conversation with the
landlord could not silence the
cocks. Finally Carlyle's wife
Jane bought the house at dou-
ble the price to teach the
cocks the melody of silence.

The landlady felt no sorry at
Carlyle's sleeplessness caused
by cocks’ crowing, but smiled
heartily to see the rise in the
value of his house.

.The Newly Restored Palals-Royal

OR a change, absolutely

everybody agrees that

the newly restored Pa-
lais-Royal garden is a pgreat
success. Yet one could well
have feared the worst with the
endless polemics that usually
accompany and modification to
the important places in Paris.
In 1986, the installation of
Buren's columns, a work of
modern art, in front of the
same Palais-Royal, had created
d4 national scandal. There was
not a peasant, deep in the
heart of the French country-
side who, alerted by the me-
dia, had not taken sides for or
against the black and white
siriped columns. The same
had been true of the Pompidou
Centre, known as Beaubourg,
the Louvre pyramid, the
Opera-Bastille, etc.

However, there was nothing
but praise for the new lighting
of the Eiffel Tower and, very
recently, the creation of the
Grarid Louvre. Are the French
calming down? At any rate,
they have been quite won over
by the new Pllﬂ-mm

An Important in
French History

Cardinal "Richelieu is re-
sponsible for the present ap-
pearance ol the Palais-Royal
district. In 1624, he
the old mansion called the Ho-
tel de Rambouillet. located
between the Louvre and the
ramparts and opening onio
Rue Saint-Honore. Loliis XI1I
authorized him to annex some
fields and wasteland. So he
enlarged his palace and cre-
ated a garden and Rue de
Richelieu and Rue des Petits-
Champs where, today, the
Comedie Francaise threatre
and the Bibliotheque Nationale
litbrary are located.

On Louis XI1I's death, Anne
of Austria moved into the
palace which had become
royal. Countless festivities were

&

by Sylvie Thomas

A thin jet of water and a few stunted trees, sad paths and a lot of dust. Although it is full
ot history, the Palais-Royal garden, right in the hegrt
austere-looking and bare. To the great surprise of visitors, it has suddenly become filled
with luxuriant, romantic, poetic, exuberantly charming greenery. It is now a real pleasure

to walk thrnggh it for both Parisians and tourists alike. .

of Paris, had become rather

After Lhat,
Palais-Royal was given to Hen-

held the

there.
rietta Anne (daughter of
Charies Ist of England and
Henrfette-Marie of France),
and Le Notre the prince of
French-sivle gardens re-
designed her garden which
became a fashionable place for
discussion. Next. the Duke of
Orieans, his son the Regent
and Louis-Philippe followed on
one another at the Palais-Royal.
In 1789, Camille Desmoulins
launched his 12th July appeal
from there. After that, crowd

ATM Walie Ashraf

Conitnued from page 9
started his career a8 a reporier
v a Dhaka vernacular dafly

Even while in London he
never forgot his beloved vi'lage
home. in Banchharampur in
Brahmanbaria. | bear live wit
ness. | started my substantive
career in government as a
member of the erstwhile Civil
Service of Pakistan (CSP) as
Sub-Divisional Officer (SDO) of
Brahmanbaria in November
| 969

The first and only letter
from abroad | received there
was from Ashraf Bhai It was
not a mere letter of congratu
latton and welcome that he
wrote from London. He re-

wguested me to help the people
of Brahmanbaria especially

Banchharampur 1o improve
their jot. It was thai touching
jetter more than anything else.
which made me travel by slow
lagnch. through water-hy
acinth infested walerways for
full twelve hours o the then

enee
it heiped me rediscover our
rural roots. so painful in
poverty anl deprivation yet so
rich in heart and human spen

The better communication and
roadways that now exist be.
tween Banchharampur and the
rest of the country, especially
its capital Dhaka, owes a lot to
the untiring work and lobbying
by late Walie Ashraf

We mel again in London in
late October 1972 It was a

new beginning for all of us. Our

country was |iberated Walie
Ashrafl's "Janomal” was becom-
ing an institution. | started ex
ercises for obtaining a Ph D in
the University of London

For us London was [riend-
ship and solidarity for
Bangladesh — a home away
frootn home thanks to the
cementing force in the person
of Ashraf Bhai. 2 Temperley
Road was a virtual community
centre. “Janomat® was housed
there Later it found a niche at
89 Hearoville Road. again in
the Balham area
Thames The “Janomat™ office
was the virtual heart of the
Bangladeshi vouth in London
The journal was the voice of

the Bangladeshi community
lis office was the centre of
cotigregation of new genera
o o Bangladeshis in Britain
irrarming of ballding 4 prowd
alv! prosperous homeland

- sgnsth of the

gatherings were held there.

royalist newspapers were
committed to the flames. an
effigy of the Pope was burnt
and heads were displayed on
pikes. Today, the Palais Royal
houses the Ministry of Culture.

An American landscape
artist and a French luxury spe-
cialist

In 1992, the American
landscape painter John Mark
Rudkin was commissioned to
renovate the Palals-Royal gar-
den. The cost of the work was
estimated at 1.5 million francs,

At the heart of the dream
was a man called Walie Ashraf
who thought and spoke con-
stantly of his village home. |
rementber an evening in Au-
tumn 1973 when Sufia, my
classmate and wife. and Mo
hammad Mossain Manju sat
with Ashral Bhai sipping tea at
the "Janomat” office as Ashraf
Bhai spoke relentlessly of
Banchharampur. Manju said,

He knew what he wanted
to do. He wanted to come
home and serve his peo-
ple. He exactly did that

and died penniless.

Why do you speak of Banch

harampur only? H you do be

come a political leader of
Bangladesh . yvou have to think
ol the entire courntry

Ashral Bhal looked at him
with moist eyes and replied.
‘How can {1 love and serve
others. il | cannot be of service
1o my own mother?”

That was the essence of his
philosophy He truly saw the
world in a grain of sand He
wanted and did serve his
motherland by first trying to
serve the area of his birth. For
him there was no contradi
tion here no dwhotomy He
knew whers he belonged. He

- almhost halfl of which was paid

by the Mnet-Hennessy-Louls-

Vuitton {(MHLV) .company.
There is nothing incongruous
about this cholce. After all, the
biggest world group for luxury
goods is also traditionally con-
nected to nature through its
products: champagne, leather
and precious fabrics, and it is

also involved in promoting the -

prestige of France abroad.
John Mark Rudkin decided to
maintain the overall structure,
which was established at the
beginning of the 18th century.

loved and served his fellow
human beings. fully aware of
the limits of human strength
and endeavour. That was why
despite the exacting demands
made on his time by his career
Iin journaliam and politics, he
remained a loyal husband to
wife Rebecca Walie, loving fa

ther to daughters Ripa and
Mouli and only son Rudra and a
faithful ecompanion to his
friends in the first circle.

His loyalty was not divided
When he decided (o come
home to Bangladesh he soid
his house in Temperly Road so
that there was no lure to go
back. None of his friends ap
proved of his action He was
not mofted. He knew what he
wanted to do. He wanted to
come home and serve his peo
ple He exactly did that and
died penniless

He did not certainly know
that he would die so suddenly
and without fulfiling his mis-
sionn. Who does? No one. And
that is why they say. "Do not
ask for whom the bell tolls, It
tolls for thee = The bells may
do theitr worst and toll till
Doomsday but men like Walie
Ashral do not die. They con
tinue to live as long as (he
dream for a beiter life for the
poor disadvantaged and de
prived of the world remains
unrealised
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Improving TV Programmes and News Broadcast

by Khurshida Haq

untries. in Bangladesh
research werk being
done in the broadcast media is
meagre. And the small amount
that is being done is not
methodical. In BTV, there is
an audience-research cell.
Since inception in 1981, it has
been collecting opinions of the
viewers of different age-groups
and class on various progra-
mmes throdgh gquestionnaires.
After receiving the questionn-
aires. the concerned official
[igures oul the percentage rile
and the report is published in
TV Guide! — the trimonthly
TV magazine. However, this
system is nol much credible.

The National Institute of
Mass Communication, the only
training institute for broadcast
media’in the muntry also has
a research section® for broad-
cast programmes which
started functioning in 1980. So
far, the NIMC research section
conducted 10 research works
which included in TV — BTV's
brief history. TV coaching and

L IKE other developing co-

educational programme, inan--

agement of broadcast engi-
neering resource and utility of
vocational training at home
and abroad: and in Radio on
agricultural, population and
magazine programmes and ru-
ral audience-research. The
other two on-going research
topics in NIMC are morning
programme 'Mahanagar’ of
Radio and BOU programme of
Television.

Regrettably, both the organ-
isations had not done any re-
search on news, though news
is a serious and important or-
gan of BTV. However, time has
not run out. In fact, it is the
right time now to activate the
research wing and make qual-
ity programmes according to
the majority viewers' choice.

Garden|

| 1956-57-58,

restoring the greenery and
flowers that were lacking. So
the harmony of the two large
flowerbeds and the lines of
limetrees have remained. The
pools and the statues are also
still there and visitors can still
contemplate Magron's Latin
Genius, presented to France in
1921 by the Latin Intellectual
Fraternity League, founded on
the death of the poet Ruben
Dario by Latin American writ-
ers. = '
In addition to that. as is

done in London, dedicated
benches are to be in- |
stalled. The first will be -to

Charles Fourier, who, every
evening, dreamt of an ideal
world, in this garden. Other
benches will .be dedicated to
Napoleon Bonaparte who, it is
said, was initidted there,

to the writer Colette who N
there in an apartment next to
Jean Cocteau's.

What are the programmes
the viewers fascinated to
watch? On what time which
programme is to be telecast?
What the country’'s womenfolk
want to learn from the
woman's programme? Their
rights? Responsibilities?
Behaviourial change and pat-
tern of the children? Living?
Fashion? Cooking? Lives of the
leading women in different
professional fields? Are the
children satisfied with their
programmes and glueir time of
tclecast? What about news?
Does it im*lude public-interest
topics? Is ‘the news presenta-
tion alright?

Knowledge on these and
similar others helps a pro-
ducer to make a programme
popular. The area of research
in broadcast pregramme/news
has no bound. But as viewers
are the tax-paye
and choices regarding pro-
grammes should be taken into
account and given due impor-
tance. Besides, due to the
satellite TV invasion all over
the world, almost all the
broadcast organisations are
now facing challenges and
hard competition. BTV is not
an exception. The introduction
of satellite dish has given our
viewers the opportunity to
watch programmes of different
TV channels, and compare
those in the context of con-
tent, technical quality and pre-
sentation style. Moreover,
within a couple of months

+ [perhaps in January next) BTV

is going to telecast fis pro-
grammes overseas through
new satellite ASIASAT 2. Some
3.3 billion people are going to
watch the programmes of

rs. their views

ASIASAT 2. So BTV will have a
huge audience to watch its
programmes. As such, a great
responsibility will be reposed
on BTV to catch the attention
of the audience or viewers.
How will BTV hold its viewers
and win their minds if it
doesn't improve the quality of
its programmes? Hence, the
need for research arises,
However, it must be consid-
ered here that research is not
the only means to improve the
standard -of programmes, but
through research the minds or
choices of the viewers can be
read, and the social need
identified.

No matter how a producer
makes a programme (in the
outdoor or studio. with one TV
celebrity or more. takes a day
or more for shooting or edit-
ing)., the important thing is
that the programme involves
‘money’. The equipment used
in making the programme
(camera, studio, OB van,
recording and editing facilities
etc) are expensive and every
programme deals with people
i.e talents. The government
and the general mass note how
their money is spent and what
are the outcome achievement
of the programme is.

The objective of a broadcast
organisation is to observe the
impact of the programme on
the public — whether the
viewers are merely deriving
sensual pleasure from the pro-
gramme or is it enriching
their knowledge? Will the
knowledge benefit them? If it
does so, then how? Why? After
receiving the above viewers-
based information, the pro-

Jdirection,

ducer would have to pay atten-
tion to the programme itself
In this regard, firstly the pro-
ducer must be sure that the
informations available to him
would be effective to attain his
objective; the language used in
the programme |s appropriate
and the idea of the topic is un-
derstandable to the viewers. In

‘short, the producer must be

confident that the message of
his programme is presented
perfectly to attain its ultimate
objective, No matter what type
of programme has he made —
whether it is entertaining or
educational, the producer
must make sure that any part
of his amme or dialogue
of the actors/actresses does
not lose its credibility. After
the telecast of the programme.
it is not very difficult to get the
feed-back of the viewers on
the programme. Follow-up re
search also helps in this re
gard. Thus, with the help of
pre and post research works
the producer can reexamine
modify, recast and make nec
essary changes in his pro
gramine.

Inspite of all the limitations
of research there is no denying
the fact that it helps the pro
ducer to go ahead in a certain
instead of pelting
stones in the darkness,

Research guides the pro
ducer to rectify his limitations
or loopholes in his experience
ideas, imagination. analysis
setting of objectives and style
of presentation in the prepara
tion of a programme. Above all
research helps to wipe out the
distance between the broad
casters and the viewers

Literacy Salon

Continued from page 10
gap during Martial Law re-
strictions. Ome group went
away and another filled the
space of the canteen. During
the female stu-
dents kept a close attachment
to it. Among them were Nadira
Begum, Jaharat Ara, Farida Bari
Malek and Kamrun Nahar Laily.
The canteen was found to be
quite lively in 1966. There
were interesting sessions of
literary discussions.

In 1959, Ayub Khan created
the Writers Guild. It was di-
vided between the Eastern and
the Western wings. The Guild

arranged speeial tours for

writers, introduced - the
Adamjee-Dawood and other
awards. A lively salon grew in
the Writers Guild office of the
then East Pakistan branch.

In 1964, Munier Chowd-
hury was made the General
Secretary of the Guild and
steps were. taken to give a
good shape to 'Parikrama’. a

| mouthpiece. Those who were

attached with the Guild were
Dr Mohammed Shahidullah,

The rallings around the Lﬂﬂgt Deen Mohammad, poet

flowerbeds have been covered
with ivy and scented honey-

suckle. The flowerbeds them-

selves have been decorated
with scented, luxuriant annu-
als. Every summer season will
be treated according to a
scheme of different shades of a
single colour. In the first year.
it was blue, mauve, violet and
purple. Last year was yellow,
pale yellow, sulphur yellow,
bright yellow, dark yellow and
orange. This year, from spring,
the Palais-Royal garden fis
painted in pink and white,
with the lilac of "falcon” petu-
nias, the pink hues of New-
Guined busy-lizzies, the white
of "mini-star” gazanias, the
pale mauve of verbena and the
carmine pink, pure white and
pinky-white of a host of other
marvellous plants. It is a real

Jasimuddin, Mohammad Ena-
mul Hugq, Dewan Azraf Syed
Murtaza Ali, Talim Hossain,
ANM Bazlur Rashid, Mahbub
Jamal Zayedi, Abdul Ghani
Hazari. Hasan Hafizur Rahman,
AMN Sharfuddin, Mofazzal
Haider Chowdhury. Abdul
Quadtr Lutful Haider Chowd-

hury, Prof Mustafa Nurul Islam,
Dr Alauddin al-Azad. Khan Mo-
hammad Moinuddin, Prof Khan
Sarwar Murshid, Ahmed Hos-
sain, Sahed Ali, Prof Sirajul Is-
lam Chowdhury, Askar [bne
Shaikh, Sarder Joinuddin, Abul
Kalam Shamsuddin,
Sharif, Jahanara Arzoo, Prof

I Jahanara Imam, Prof Chamon

Ara, Mohammad Idris Ali, Prof
Razia Khan Amin, Abdur
Rashid Khan, Matinuddin
Ahmed, Mohammad Sajjad
Yusuf, Ashraf Farooqgi, Rathan
Sharif and Mohammad Rafique.

feast for the eyes.
HE stereotype image of
the fortune teller is

— L' Actualite en France

I either that of a tur-

banned old man or a heavily-

made up madam gazing al a so-
called erystal ball.

That's how he — or she —
supposedly sees your future
and finds the answers to your
questions s0 you wont regret
the hefty fee you paid.

But that images is passec
Today. the contemporary seer
or stargazer can supposedly
reveal what the future holds in
store for you in a number of
ways without the aid of a crys-
tal ball.

For example, gypsies usually
spread out tarot cards to "see’
vour future Others use facsimi-
les of heavenly bodies to inter-
pret signs while maay simply
look at the palm of your hand
do their spiel

However, in Lebanon, there
is a certain breed of fortune
tellers who uses a coffee cup —
filled with coffee, of course —
as a medium to read your fu
ture. To them, the coffee cup
holds depths of greal mystery
which only a trained eye can
see. Your dreams., ambitions,
aspirations. future, wealth and
wisdom are read M the intri-
cate hieroglyphic designs In
the cup. |

But not just any coflee in
the cup will do... it must be
Turkish coffee with thick.
creamy base which will stick

Ahmed

came out in 1965 from a gath-
ering at the Hotel Nile Valley.
Prof Abdullah Abu Syed later
shifted the gathering for Kan-
thashor to his residence on
Sundays. Prof Abdul Mannan
Syed, Prof Abdullah Abu Syed.
Prof Mohammad Rafiqgue. Abul
Hasan., Mahboobul Alam. Sajjad
Quadir, Rabl Rahman, Zakaria
"Jack” Shirazee, Mohammad
Abu Zafar, Abu Kayser, Jinnat
Ara Malek. Asad Chowdhury,
Jamal Khan,
Shahidur Rahman were in this

group.

In 1967-68 a group of
youths like ‘Abdul Mannan
Syed, Rafiq Azad, Nirmalendu
Goon. Jyoti Prakash Durtt, Di-
gen Sharma joined the

Samakal. The psychological
conflict between the old and
the new obviously created a rift
within the salon. Sikandar Abu
Zafar maintained the balance.
In private life, poet Farrukh
Ahmed and Sikandar Abu Zafar
were close friends. But ideo-
logically they remained so
poles apart that Farrukh never
wrote for Samakal. Sikandar
Abu Zafar believed in socialism
while Farrukh Ahmed believed
in Islamic socialism.

Very lively salons also ex-
isted in the Sunday magazine
rooms of all the major dailies
and some periodicals since the

. early Pakistan period. Mukul

Mahfil of the daily Azad under
the guidance of Mohammad
Modabber (Bagban Bhai) during
the pre-Liberation days,

Kanchi Kanchar Mela of the
Daily Ittefaq under the guid-
ance of Rokonuzzaman Kharl
(Dada Bhai) since the early
'60s. Chander Hat of Pur-
badesh under the guidance of
Ehtesham Hailder Chowdhury
and Rafiqul Huq and Shapla
Kurir Asar of the Daily Banglar
Bani under the guidance of
Sheikh Fazlul Huq Moni and
Babi Biman Bhattacharya in
the post-Liberation perjod are

some of the past examples of

Yasin Amin.

salons grown out of dailies
which widely spread outside

In 1956, there was a gath
ering at the Dainik Safgbad of-
fice when Mr Abdul Ghani Haz-
ari was the magazine editor In
1964, a lively gathering was
noticed in the Dainik Pakistan|
now Dainik Bangla ) centering
poet Shamsur Rahman In
1965, when poet Ahsan Habib
was made the magazine editor
the circle was found dround
him. It continued till his death

The rising litterateurs used
the dailies as their cradles
They wrote, discussed and
created an inseparable chain
Such gatherings were alsc
found in different periods in
fhe Bangla Academy. Pur
bachal’ (a government pub
lication) centering its maga
zine editor poet Abdus Sattar
(sometimes after Liberation
the Bangladesh Times cen
tering ils magazine editor
AUM Fakhruddin (1975 1o
1982) and recently in the of
fice of the Bhorer Kagoj exist
such salons.

Sharif Mid's canteen nea:
the Dhaka University libran
was quite lively from 1963 74
Known faces like Rafiqunnabi
Kalam Mahmood., Keramat

" Mowla, Sahadat Chowdhury

Shahabuddin and Asad Chowd
hury and Nirmalendu Goon
were there.

Monico restaurant inside
the New Market was found
lively from 1967 to ‘74 Nir
malendu Goon, Abul Hasan
Sajjad Quadir. Shahnoor Khan
Helal Hafiz,. Mahadeb Saha
were a part of it for a long

time. A salon was also (o be
found at the Senorita., Shah

bagh from 1976 to 'B6 and at
the Ittadi Press in 1987 A
writers salon (Kabbya Kunja) is
found at House No. 249/A
Dhanmondi Road-22 (oid)
Dhaka. Dr Maliha Khatoon. Prof
Azher Hossain, Prof Umme
Kawser Salsabil, Kalimur Rah
man, Syeda Nishat Ara
Khanam. Ashraful Haque Lily
Haq and Mina Aziz, among
others. are in it. It is a society
of writers and thinkers for the
advancement of literary, artis
tic and aesthetic values.

Reading Your Coffee

to the sides of the cup when it
is turned upside-down, form-
ing a very complex and pic-
turesque pattern.

Also, not everyone can read
it. Though many attempt to do
so. it is said that only the
gifted can really imterpret the
symbols etched in the cup.

Zainab Hassanian. an
Egvptian living in Beirut, is
one of them although when

_asked if she knew how to read

a coffee cup she modestly
replied, Just a little bit."

She then took the cup. the
saucer on top and turned it
upside down. After leaving it to
dry for a couple of minutes,
she peeked Inside and ex-
claimed, “The cup Is all
drawn_.. your life is very full.”

Picking up the cup. she
looked closely and thoughtfully
into it, and then began an anal-
ysis which lasted almost an
hour. Everything had a mean-
ing. and some marks she
combined ¢ understand their
signilicance

1 didn't know | could read

the cup antil a few Years ago.”
sajd Zﬂnlh "l had a ream and
in it a woman wearing a long,
white gown told me that the
wuth would be revealed to me
in any cup | looked into. She
sald would guide me.

"At first | was frightened.”
she continued. "but as | read
. people’'s cups, | found |1 could
give meaning to things other
people couldn’t see and every-
thing | said always came true.
People would come back and
tell me s0."

She explained that every-
things she said was pictured
before her in the cup very
clearly. Sometimes she puts a
series of movemenis in the
cup together to completed the
whole picture, and tell the
story.

Some of the things she saw
were symbolic, she added.
These had been passed down
to her from her grandmeother
who could alse read cups, bt
the meaning of some had come
to her alone.

"For example, 1 dreamt of

some fish.," she sald, "and Lhe
next morning | was filled with
inner peace and happiness. |
took fish to represent this, and
I'm sure | was not mistaken.’

Zainab spoke of other sym-
bols, such as pigeons. which
represent paradise. and
snakes, which represent an
enemy. “If the snake is small
it means your enemy is a fe
male: a big snake means he s a
of her prognostications.

A piece of raw meat or raw
chicken in your cup is bad — 1t
means you'Tl have a big fight or
a quarrel with sameone.

if you see a loost milk
tooth, t means a young girl
will die. but if it's a wisdom
tooth that's loose, a man is go
ing to die.

A small girl in your cup is a
very good,sign. t means yvour
whole world will up like
that of a child your eyes
will see new life and happi-
ness. If it's a little boy. then

you can expect just the oppo
site.
A white dress means you re
a bride-to-be, and a gold object
. A ring. The
climax of this is two men
holding hands, a and an
old one, with nﬂarhtrf
covering hands.

they will

Lhedr
"This means that,
te the books.” and Zainals.
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