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NEWS BRIEFS

Al sectt meet
today

A meeting of the Awami
League secretariat will be heid
today at 10:30 am at its pariy
office. Acting general secretary
of Awami League Abdul Jalil
has requested all members of
the body to attend the meet

“ing, reports UNB

Leader of the Jatiya Sangsad
(JS) and Prime Minister Be-
gum Khaleda Zia has once
again called upon the boy-
cotting parliamentary opposi-

resolve thye present political

impasse through discussion.
The Prime Minister gave

the call in her 77-minute

_ prorogation of the 17th ses-
sion of the preseni Parliament
yesierday evening.

The Opposition has the
right to agitate to press home
any logical demand, the Leader
ol the House noted and urged

Leader of Lhe-

tion to return to the House and

speech in the House before the

JS session prorogued
PM again asks Opposition
to return to Parliament

By Staff Correspondent

them to refrain  from
‘disruptive programmes like
hartals, sieges and work stop-
pages’ for the sake of a better
[uture of the nation.

‘The BNP is ready to settle
all the disputes, including po-
litical crisis centring introduc-
tion of a foolproof electoral
process, through discussion
with the Opposition'. Begum
Zia sarl. -

Referring to the recent the
Commonwealth brokered dia-
logue between the ruling party
and the Opposition, Begum Zia
said that the door for discus-
sion was still open.

........

n L=

m.ti-E and ?hme Mlmater Begunr Khalﬁda
Zin delivering her winding up speech at the 17th session of
the Jatiya Sangsad before it& prorogation yesterday.

— PID photo.

'Let us unitedly resolve Lhe
political impasse within the
framework of the Constitu-
tion— the country's supreme
law. let us solve the problems
by ourse]ves'. the Prime Minis-
ter appealed. 'We have fought
the liberation war unitedly and
by ourselves, we have ousted
an autocratic regime from
power unitedly and by our-
selves, we have even switched

over to parliamentary democ-

racy unitedly and by ourselves.
then why not we resolve the
present crisis by ourselves',
the Leader of the House said

See Page 8 Col 7

Coast Guard Bill
1994 passed

The Jatiya Sangsad (JS) yes-
terday unanimously passed the
Coast Guard Bill, 1994 for cre-
ation of an organised and well-
equipped coast guard force for
preservation of national inter-
est in .the territorial waters of
the country. reports BSS.

No amendment was brought
on the Bill as the opposition
parties continued to abstain

themselves from the Sangsad °

proceedings.

Piloting the Bill. Home
Minister Abdul Matin Chow-
dhury who introduced the Bill
in the House on December 6
last underlined the need for
creation of a coast guard force
[or protecting national interest
in the country's maritime
zones and checking trafficking
of narcotics in the territorial
waters.

The coast guard will ensure
security of the country's high
sea and estuarine fishermen by
curbing the increasing activi-
lies .ol pirales and che
the intrusion of foreign
trawlérs in the vast coastal ar-
eas and the maritime zones of
the country.
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1994

One person was killed and
1bout 100 were injured on the
~econd day of the 32-hour op-
position-called countrywide
hartal marked by bomb blasts
and violence at different places
yesierday.

The Awami League, Jatiya
Partv and Jamaat-e-Islami
talled the hartal from 6am
Werlnesday to 12 am Thursday
wit' o jour-hour break on the
lirst day to press home their
demand for general elections
under a neutral caretaker ad-
ministration.

An 18-year old unidentified
youth was killedt and about 50
others were injured when po-
lice and BDR allegedly opened
fire on agitated pickets at Feni
town during the hartal hours

| vesterday.

Our Feni r:nfrcspnndent re-
ported thal violence broke out
when police intercepted a

_at the

@he Daily Star

AGRAHAYAN 25, 1401 BS,

RAJAB 4, 1415 HIJRI

A !tunw-mﬂde bomb uxplnded near the Fnre:gn M:nmtr}r in the cm dunng }reau nd.n S hart.ﬂ]

By Staff Correspondent

procession of Awami League
supporters on the Trunk Road.
The AL activists then threw
stones and hand-made bombs
police. -

Police lobbed several tear
gas shells and fired rubber bul-
lets to disperse the agitated
processionists, most of whom
are students of the Feni Gov-
ernment Degree College.

At one stage BDR personnel
joined the police and allegedly
opened fire.

The youth killed on the
spot in the firing could not be
identified. Two other persons
received bullet injury at the
time. The others were injured
when hit by rubber bullets and
tear gas shells.

More than 30 people were
later arrested from the Feni
Degree College area.

in the capital, hartal was
observed by and large peace-
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One killed, 100 injured
on second day of hartal

fully barring some stray inci-
dents of bomb blast in which at
least 30 people.

According to eye-witnesses,
a photographer of the Dainik
sangram, Firoz Khan, and two
other persons were injured
when some bombs were ex-
ploded in front of the Jativa
Fress Club in the morning.

Patrol police picked up two
persons from the area after the
incident and sent them to
Rammna thana.

A bomb was hurled at a pro-
cession of Awami League at Ja-
trabari, injuring one Din Mo
hamunad seriously,

Bombs and cocktails were
Als0 exploded in Mohammad-
pur, Mirpur, Bangabandhu Av-
enue, Maniknagar and Tikatuly
areas. The persons injured in
the blasts inciuded Mizanur
Rahman., Shaheen and Papon

See Page 8 Col 5

SARAJEVQO), Dec 7: The first

{ batch of Bangladeshl peace-

keepers who fried to pullout
from a town north of Bihac
were Wednesday turned back
by the Serb forees. UN officials
report AP, Reuter:
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clear il the attempt was part of
A LN pullout.

The United; Nations was re-
poriedly preparing to with-
draw hundreds of its stranded
peacekeepers from Serb-be-
sieged northwestern Bosnia.

With the UN's mission
nearly paralysed the situation
has intensified calls for a com-
plete withdrawal of peace-
keepers [rom Bosnia. NATO
nations on Wednesday ordered

their military experts (o speed
up planning for a withdrawal.
NATO's supreme allied

Pullout attempt fails as Serbs
turn back Bangladeshi troops

Bangladeshi peacekeepers in
the Bihac region — the north-
western pocket where some of
the most severe fighting is rag-
ing was the mosi tangible evi-
dence of the UN's inability to
protect and supply its own
forces, much less civilians who
are running out of food.

Hltn:hlunpg-l

The 24 000-member UN
force in Bosnia is mandated to
provide protection and escort
to humanitarian aid convoys.
Early on, it decided to do that

WASHINGTON, Dec 8: The United States is prepared to deploy
ground troops if UN peacekeepers are evacuated from Bosnia, a
Defence Department official said today. Iy Brussels, a diplomat
said the United States informed its European and Canadian allies
within the North Atlantic Treaty Organisation of the decision,
without specifying how many soldiers might be involved in such

an operation, reports AFP,

commander in Europe, US
General George Joulwan, con-
firmed today that the Atlantic
alliance was drawing uwp con-
tingency plans for a possible
UN withdrawal from Bosnia.
Extra groumnd troops would
he needed to cover the with-
drawal, French Foreign Minis-
ter Alain Juppe sald Wednes-
day. Sending more (roops
raises the possibility of further
entanglement in the morass.
The decision to withdraw
.1bnu! - 400 of the 1,200

without using force, thus giv-
ing Serbs virtual veto over UN
operations in the 70 per cent
of Bosnia they control.

A UN aid convey reached
the people of Lhe easiern en-
clave of Gorazde on Wednes-
day. and the Serbs gave clear-
ance for a protection convoy to
the Bihac region today. They
alse allowed a Jordanian officer
with a heart condition to leave
the town of Banja Luka, after
delaying a day

See Page 8 Col 2

BGMEA welcomes |

5 s :
Opposition's
step in Ctg

Manufacturers and ex-
porters of garments welcomed
vpposition leaders’ steps in
Chittagong for keeping the
garment sector outside hartal
in the port city yesterday. re-
ports UNB.

Chittagong Awami League
and other Opposition leaders
through local newspapers had
earlier announced exemption
of the export-oriented gar-
ment industries, including
movement of vehicles engaged
in the sector, from the last day
of hartal.

“It's a trendsetting step to-

See Page 8 Col 8

Begum Rokeya
Day today

Begum Rokeya Day will be
observed throughout the
country today in a befitting
manner to conunemorate her
life and works, reports BSS.

Pioneer of the Muslim
women renaissance, Begum
Shakhawat Hossain Rokeya,
popularly known as Begum
Rokeya had dreamt of a society
where Muslim women would
enjoy equal rights as their
male partners do. She revealed
her idea through the book
‘Naristan'. -

President Abdur Rahman
Biswas and Prime Minister Be-
gum Khaleda Zia in separate

See Page 8 Col 3

639 Ansars face legal actwn

Six hundred and thirty-nine
Ansars were sued and eight of
fictals detained on charges of
anti-state activities yesterday.

A source. on condition of
anonymity. said some eight of
ficials of different ranks like
director. deputy director and
assistant director, at the Dhaka
headgquarters and Shafipur
Ansars Academy were detained
for their alleged involvement
in 'Inciting the rebellion’

All 639 Ansars arrested
from the headquarters after
the end of the three-day agita
tion Sunday were sued in the
Dhaka Magisiracy

A deputly director of Ansars
and VDP, Dhaka range — Mo
hammad Abul Kasermn - lodged
the casr against the rebel
Ansars in Dhaka.

Our Court Correspondent
reportis: The Chiel Metropoll
lan Magisirate Dhaka,
Shahiduddin Ahmed, aceepted

By Staff Correspondent

the case and ordered the Offi-
cer-in-Charge . (OC} of Sabu
jbagh police station to probe
the incident.

The case was lodged under
sections 121 (a) and 124 (a)
for anti-state actjvities, under
147 and 148 for rioting with
deadly weaporis, 307 for ai-
tempt to murder. 325 for
causing grievous injuries, 332
for causing hurt to deter public
servants from performing duty,
342 for wrongful confinement,
353 for assault to deter public
servants from discharging
their duties and under 109 for
abetment of the offences under
the Bangladesh Penal Code
(BPC)

The deputy director in his
petition sald Ansars In the
headquarters at Khilgaon in
the city held unlawful assem

blies, held some officers
hostage, ook control of the
arms and ammunition depot

and revolted against the gov-
ernment.

The Ansars destroyed gov-
ernment property by rummag-

ing in the headguarters during
the agitation, said Abul Kasem

in the court.

Eariter, Kasem took
mission from the Home .
istry under Section 196 of the
Criminal Procedure Code
(CrPC) to Hile the case,

The Public Presecuter (PP),
Abdur Rezzak, in favour of
Kasem's petition, said that
Ansars, a disciplined force.
had violated their rules and
reguiiations. '

A Ansars battalion in the
Shafipur Academy reacted first
on December 1 and later the
protest spread to the Dhaka
headquarters at Khilgaon and
other districts which was
forcibly brought to an end on
S ncday

See Page 8 Col B

Opposition spurns PM’s

offer for dialogue

The Opposition insiantly
spurned the Prime Minister's
offer for dialogue, saying it can
be held only when the gov-
ernment accepts the demand
for a neutral caretaker gov-
ernment to hold tlc{:ﬂnna. re-
ports LINB.

Briefing newsmen on Be-
gum Zia's speech in the House
last night. Oppeosition Chief
Whip Mohammad Nasim said
they always wanted to resolve
the present problem through
dialogue but could not suc
due (o non-cooperation and
intransigence of the BNP and
the Prime Minister.

The Opposition’s return to
Parliament was sealed by pro-
rdguing the session without in-
troducing constitutional am-
endment bill for a caretaker
government, he told newsmen
after a meeting of the opposi-
tion parties with Leader of the
Opposition Sheikh Hasina in
the chair,

Nasim said the present agi-
tation is not directed against
any individual or for unseating
any government but Opposition
leader Sheikh Hasina had re-
peatedly said it was almed at
ensuring the people’s voting

See Page 8 Col 2

16 PAGES : PRICE TAKA 5.00

By-elections to
3 JS seats
‘January 25

The Election Commission
yesterday announced that by-
elections to the vacant seats of
Bakerganj-6, Sherpur-3 and
Brahmanbadria-6 will be held on
Janmuary 25, reports BSS.

The commission through a
gazette notification also an-
nounced the e]ectiun sched-
ules.

According to the schedules,
the nomination papers will
have to be submitted to re-
spective returning officers or
assistant returning officers on
January 1.

. The returning officers will
scrutinise the nomination pa-
pers on January 2,

The last date for withdrawal
ol nominatiop papers is
January 9 and the elections
will be held on January 25.

See Page B Conl 3

Repression can't
stop agitation,

says Hasina

Opposition Leader Sheikh
Hasina claimed two of her
party workers were killed dur
ing vesterday's hartal and
warned the ruling BNP would
have the same fate as of the
ousted autoeratic regime for
such acts, reports LUNB.

She alleged two Awami
League workers were killed
and more than 200 injured in
attacks by police and armed
pro-government activists in
Feni and other places across

the country during the hartal
hours.

“The ongoing people’'s agita
tion cannot be stopped by
killing, arrest and terrorisin.’
the Awami League president
saild in a statement after the
countrywide hartal ended 12
noon yesterday.

Condemning the 'siege laid
by law enforecing agencies 1o
the house of her party MPF

>te Page 8 Col |

New accreditation
guidelines,
suspended

By Staff Correspondent

The Ministry of Information
has decided to suspend im
plementation of the recently
approved press arrre*dlmn '
guidelines.

The pews media were in

1 formed that the operation nf

accreditation guidelines ol
1994 will remain suspended
tift further orders, says a FlD
handout on Wednesday.

The Daily Star in its issue ol
November 27 carried a report
under the headline "New ac
creditation policy causes con
cern”. The report mentioned
that the newly formulated pol
icy was likely to restrict jour
nalists’ access to public infoi
mation, particularly related 10
government bodies and institu
tions.
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