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Aideed may proclaim
himself president

MOGADISHU, Dec 7: Somali
faction leader Mohamed Farah
Aideed may proclaim himsel
president in the next two
weeks, his aides say but his ri-
vals have warned that the ac-
‘y« tion could reignite factional
warfare in strife-ravaged coun-
iry. reports AFP.

In his speech when opening
an ongoing National Confer-
ence he convened in mid
November and attended by his
allies Aideed said the meeting
would discuss the establish-

~ment of a government in the
Horn of Africa country.

Somalia has been without a
central administration since
rebel fighters, Including
Aildeed overthrew the govern-
ment of dictator Mohamed
Siad Barre in 1991.

styled President Al Mahdi
Mohamed. said on Monday,
"the move by Aideed would be
the beginning of a new war.”

"We will not recognise the
outcome of the unilateral con-
ference” Mahdi told journal-
ists.

Sources within the confer-
ence said, the transitional ad-
ministration Aideed intends
to establish to act like an in-
terim parliament is to be made
up of 195 nominated mem-
bers.

It is to run the country for
lour years or more, Aideed's
allies said.

.Eudecd has described his
National Conference as "broad
based,” claiming that 13 of the
16 factions signatory to the
Addis Abada Peace Agreement

But Aideed's main rival, self were represented.
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Ex-Italian PM sentenced: rorer
Italian Premier Bettino Craxi was sentenced in his absence on
Tuesday to five vears and six months in jail for corruption.

AFP reports from Milan.

Craxi was convicted of a bribery scandal in which an
insurance company paid kickbacks to win a contract to insure
employees of the state-owned Eni Energy Group. The court
also banned Craxi from holding public office. Craxi is living in
Tunisia.

10 robbers executed in Iran: .

people convicted of armed robbery have been hanged in
southern Iran, Kayhan newspaper reported on Tuesday, AFP
says from Tehran. :

The 10 were accused by a revolutionary court in Bandar
Abbas in Hormozgan province, of robbery, extortion and arms
smuggling. They were executed on Monday.
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Murdered Algerian editor buried:
Tens of thousands of mourners on Tuesday attended the
funeral of a murdered editor as Algeria's main newspapers
staged a strike in protest against the killing of journalists by
Muslim fundamentalist guerillas, Reuter reports from Tunis.

Said Mekbel. editor of Le Matin, was shot in the head on
Saturday by suspected militants as he ate in a restaurant in
Algiers. He was buried in his home town Bejaia, the official
Algerian news agency APS reported.

3 die in Seoul market fire: A s rope

through a market place in northern Seoul yesterday. killing at
least three people and gutting scores of houses and cars,
police and television reports said, AFP reports from Seoul.

Another four people were unaccounted for, and 40 were
injured in the blaze, which was burning out of control despite
the efforts of a helicopter and 30 firetrucks, MBC television
said. Initial reports said the fire was triggered by an
explosion.

Kenyan plane crash claims 4: ..

Japant-ar j{}urna!ists were killed when their light alrcraﬁ
crashed near the Kenyan capital on Thursday. air traffic_
controllers said, AFP reports from Nairobi.

The plane on its way to Goma, Zaire, crashed shortly after
takeoff near Ngorig town some 40 kilometres {25 miles)
southwest of Nairobi,

Man shot dead in US bank Police

shot and killed a man on Tuesday at a bank near a popular
downtown tourist spot using two [ake hand grenades, AP
reports from San Francisco.

Officers responding to a silent alarm fired at Jeast 50
rounds in less than two minutes, said witness George Hughes

Police opened fire after the man threw one of the fake
grenades, said police spokeswoman Sgt. Barbara Davis. Police
wouldn't immediately identify the suspect.

Israeli killed in S Lebanon: i

backed guerillas killed one Israeli soldier and wounded
another in south Lebanon on Tuesday as US Secretary of State
Warren Christopher began a new Middle East peace effort. AP
reporis from Marjayoun,

Lebanese security sources reported the atiack, and the
Israeli military later confirmed it
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4th Swedish shootmg victim dies:
A fourth victim of a weekend nightelub shooting died from

r wounds on Tuesday as police widened their search

ross Scandinavia for the gunmen, AP reports from
Stockholm

Daniella Josbherg. 22, a deaf television journalist and on-air
interpreter. died Tuesday afternoon from two gunshot
wounds to the head. the national news agency TT reported.

5Ja crew found dead: A5+

crew members of a Japanese Air Force helicopter that went
missing in a snowstorm have been found dead, a military
spokesman said yesterday. Reuter reports from Tokyo.

Aflter a search lasting five days. air force rescuers this
moming found the wreckage of the (Uhgofl helicopter on a
snow-clad slope of Mt Yurappu on Japan's main northern
island of Hokkaido

Dengue epidemic in C America:

A potentially [atal form of dengue fever has spread throughout
Central America since the first case was reported in
Nicaragua last monith, the Nicaraguan Health Ministry said on
Tuesday. AFP reports from Managua

A strain of the untreatable virus known as "number three”
now has turned up in Mexico and Panama, according to
Martha Palacios. who said the fever has also gone into
Honduras and Costa Rica though no reports have been
confirmed

GROZNY. Dec 7: Russia and
Chechnya have pledged to set-
tle their dispute without force
but the leader of the breakaway
region says the threat of war
has still not been completely
rerhoved, reporis Reuter.

Chechen leader Dzhokhar
Dudayev met Russian Defence
Minister Pavel Grachev on

Tuesday with Russian troops -

massed along Chechnya's bor-
ders following fighting be-
tween the regions’ government
lorces and opposition groups.
Dudayev made it clear he
believed the talks had averted
the immediate threat of a
Russian invasion and agreed to
release 20 Russian army offi-
cers captured in Chechnya,
although Moscow says they

went there as mercenaries of
their own accord.
The main thing is that we

‘can resolve all questions with-

out war, Dudayev said after the
talks in Ordzhonikidzevskyoe
in the Ingushetia region bor-
dering Chechnya,

Asked if the danger of war

had been fully removed, he.

told a news conference later in
the Chechen capital, Grozny, "1
cant give guarantees like that
just as the defence minister
can't.”

Grachev was the first top
Russian officials to meel Du-
dayev since he declared
Chechnya's independence
from Russia in 1991.

The mainly Muslim region
of about one million people has

International

Russia, Chechnya pledge to
settle dispute without war

defied Kremlin efforts to re-
gain it in ever since and the
situation there worsened this
autumn when fighting erupted.

Russia threatened last week
to crack down by declaring a
state of \emergency and sent
planeloads of troops to areas
close to Chechnya's borders
but it then agreed to talks.

{;ra_t:hF\r and Dudayev both
waring combat fatigues
emerged from talks in a buoy-
ant mood saying they had
made progress,

"On many questions there is
disagreement but we can re-
solve the conflict by peaceful
means.” Grachev said.

Dudayev looked pleased
with the negotiation.

We agreed we would meet

again and maybe not only once
the tie which was knotted will
take time to undo, he told the
Grozny news conference.

Dudayev sald he had freed
seven of the 20 Russian offi-
cerss captured in fighting
alongside opposition forces in
Chechnya and that the rest
would be released soon. The
first seven were expected back
g;y Moscow early on Wednes-

"We will give up the prison-
€rs. Seven were released to-
day." he said.

Grachev said he would meet
Russian President Boris
Yeltsin's security council offi-
cjals on Wednesday te brief
them or the talks.

Busman President Aljja lzethegnnc (L) speaks at a conference of Islamic furﬁgn ministers
on the Bosnia crisis at Geneva's Palais de Nations on Tuesday. Pakistani Foreign Minister
Sardar Aseff Ahmed Ali (C) and his Egyptian counterpart Amer Mousse (R) look on.

— AFP photo

CSCE to send peacekeepers

to Nagorno-Karabakh

BUMAPEST, Dec 7: The
Conference on Security and
Cooperation in Europe Tuesday
agreed to send an international
peace-keeping force to the
iroubled Armenian enclave of
Nagorno-Karabakh in Azerbai-

jan. reports AFP.

A document, adopted by the
02 European and North Amer-
ican heads of state and gov-
ernment at their two-day
summit here, called TYor
‘speedy negotiations to achieve
a political agreement” and the
"dispatching of an interna-
tional peace-keeping CSCE
lorce after the warring parties
had agreed to a ceasefire.”

Russia previously opposed
the dispatch of such a force
under CSCE auspices and had
insteAd called on the interna-
fional community to sanction

task between

its sending 2,000 Russian-led
soldiers from the Common-
wealth of Independent States.

But on Monday, Russian
President Boris Yeltsin said h:
was willing to share out
Russian-led
troops and a multinational
force from CSCE countries.

Agreement on such an in-
ternational force was seen as a
test case for the CSCE in its
bid to give itself a role in deal-
ing with such regional con-
flicts.

The Nagorno-Karabakh con-
flict has left more the 20,000
dead over six years. though a
tentative ceasefire has been
observed by both sides since
May.

The CSCE declaration calls
on its executive to consider "as

ting up (.....) such a force, or-
ganised within the framework
of article 3 of the 1992
Helsinki Accord, in full agree-
ment with the United Nations'

Article II1 calls for observa-
tion by the warring parties of a
"lasting and effective cease-
fire.”

The document also calls for
the appointment of two co-
chairmen to oversee the nine
member Minsk group tasked
with trying to solve the
Nagorno-Karabakh crisis.

Independent sources sug-
gested the co-chairmanships
would go to Sweden and Rus-
sla.

The dispatch of an interna-
tional peace-keeping force
must be approved by the UN
‘sc:'urtty Council,

children across America.
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Two 1h1]dnn from the fmenant House homeless shelter listen to speeches during the fnurth
annual nationwide candlelight vigil for homeless kids on Tuesday im Times Square, Nﬂu
York. Some 500 children and suppotters rallied to bring attention to the problem of homeless
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— AFP photo

BUDAPEST. Dec 7: Flve
Years it sounded like the
perfect nt for a peaceful
Europe: Tear down the Berlin
Wall. rip apart the lron Curtain
and dismantle the Soviet
Union. Today. it's back to the
drawing board. says AP

“The Cold War is over Be-
ware of the peace. ™ former

t Foreign - Minister Ed

Shevardnadse said rue
fully on Tuesday. sounding the
theme of a 52 nation summit
charged with defusing lensions
in Europe

Shevardnadsze now pres
dent of Georgla. a former So
viet republic wracked by eth
e violence. toid the session
that Europeans were "Hving
through such 2 frightening
peace.

His Czech counterpart. Va
clav Hawvel. said. "The bwrth of a
new and genutnely stabie Eu
ropean order is taking place

more slowly and with grealer
difficulty and pain than mest of
us expected five years ago

Their comments provided a
particularly htter ending to
the sumanil of the Conference
on Security and Cooperation in
Europe Both were prominent
in the upheavals transforming
the comtinent since the 989
[adl of the Berlin Wall

The sumunit was intended
tn sireny@then the CSCE ~ the
only organisation drawing to
grther the linited States
Canada. all European nations
and former Soviet republics

The goal was to give ji
enough muscle so it gan try to
resolve conflicts before they
develop into full-blown wars
such as 1n Bosrda, not far from
this elegant Central European
capitaj

a2 hesitan' step forward
the malions offered g provide
ireir lirwr eyer pPeacCreEeeDIng

mission 1o police the disputed
Armenian enclave of Nagormo
Karabakh in the lormer Soviet
repitblic of Azerbaijan.

They also agreed on a series
0ol measures intended to give
the group a higher profile. in-
cluding slightly changing its
name to Organisation for Se.
curity and Cooperation in Eu
rope

The underiying strategy.
pushed by the United States
and other Western nations. is
to stabilise Europe by bolster
ing its organisations and creal-
g sirong links between its
rastern and western halves

Ttie NATCO) military alliance
and the European l/njon eco
nonite powerliouse sntend to
admit Poland Hungary and
mhers but probably not
mach. betore the turn of the
CETITAY

Hiassia At
Adate for membership in

unlikely candi
=11 her

NATO or the EU. would
drawn closer through :pcclnl
partnerships and through the
CSCE.

But the animosities publicly
displayed by some countries at

the summit underscored the
difficulties in solving conflicts
rooted In decades-old ethnic
rivalries and hatreds.

"They very idea of the
common European House is
nearly dead and being con
sumed by the fires of numer

ous confHets and wars,” sald
Shevardnadee
Bosnia's president. Alija

[zetbegovic, could not contain
his disdain for a world he said
he turned a blind eye to the
death and suffering of thou
sands of his peopie.

The meeting. intended as a
showcase of East-West har
mony. alsc recalled old super
power rivalries

Russian President Boris

Peaceful Europe still an elusive dream

Yellsin railed against the
United States for trying to
keep it out of the exclusive

““Pﬂ-ﬁh‘:m Clinton, paying

only the briefest of visits, tried
to  offer soething words

NATO's expansion, even if up
in Russia's borders, would
mean more security for all, he

“k%‘hr logic was lost on
Yeltsin. His government fears
diminishing influence in the
reshuffling of organisations and
being isolated at the conti-
nent s eastern edge

Yeltsins government also
hiocked a statement approved
by the others that would have
condemned the aggression of
the Serbs. its traditional ally in

BHosnia -
That meant there was no

mention of the Yugoslav crisis
the worst conflict in Europe

since World War H — in the

summit's final document.

Bakhtiar murder:
Two Iranians
jailed in France

PARIS, Dec 7: A French
court has senteneced two Ira-
nian Lo prison for the murder
of the Shah of iran's last prime
minister but rejected prosecu-
tors’ arguments that Tehran
was behind the killing, reports
Reuter.

It acquitted a third defen-
dant, whom prosecutors had
sald was the link between the
Iranian Intelligence Services
and the 1991 murder of
Shapour Bakhtiar on French
soil.

The special Criminal Court
imposed a life sentence on Ali
Uakili Rad for Bakhtiar's assas-
sination and ordered him to
serve at least 18 years.

Massoud. Hendi was sen-
tenced to 10 years for being an
accessory to the murder and
ordered to serve at least two
thirds of the sentence.

The third accuse, Zeynal-
abedine Sarhadi, a great-
nephew of Iran's President Ali
Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani, was
Ireed. |

Zail Singh's
condition

deteriorates

CHANDIGARH, Dec 7: The
condition of the former Presi-
dent Zail Singh deteriorated
last night, doctors attending
on him in the Post Graduate
Institute of Medical Education
and Research here said, re-
ports PTI.

Zail Singh's blood pressure
was fluctuating and the chest
infection continued to persist,
medical superintendent of the
Nehru Hospital of the PGI Dr
VK Kak said this morning

The former president was
*admitted Lo the PGI last week
after he was seriously injured
in a road accident in Ropar
district while returning from
Anandpur Sahib Gurdwara.

Zail Singh was still in the
intensive care unit of the hos-
pital and his condition was se-

rious, Kak said.
EII'IS
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W‘INDHDEK Dec 7: Namib-
ians began voting in their first
post-independence elections
today with thousand queueing
in the vast desert territory's
capital Windhoek, reports
Reuter.

President Sam Nujoma . one
of the first to vote soon after
polls opened at 7 am (0500
GMT). said his ruling SWAPO
party had buried colonialism
and needed to concentrate on
social problems.
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Fergie invited to move
back into marital home?

LONDON: Prince Andrew has invited his estranged wile,
the Duchess of York to move back into their marital home
after her rented house is sold, a British newspaper reported
yesterday, says Reuter.

The top selling Sun
tabloid said Queen Elizabeth's
second son was still hoping
for a reconciliation with his
wife, popularly known as
‘Fergie'.

"Andy invited his estra-

nged wife to stay at.Sunning-
hill Park with daughters Bea

and Eugenie.,” said the
newspaper.
"He offered them the

chance to head back to the

family’'s 5 million pound (7.8

million dollars) 'Southfork
Spread’ while she searches for a new place.”

The duchess who separated from Prince Andrew two and a
half years ago had been living in a rented house in the
southern English county of Surrey with her daughters.

But contracts have now been exchanged on the 900.000
pound (1.4 million dollar] Romenda Lodge and the duchess
will be forced to move.

Man spenf 32 yrs in jail
for refusing divorce!

JERUSALEM: A man who spent 32 years in prison fer
refusing to divorce his wife has died, freetng her from &
marriage she had been trying to escape for four decades
reports AP,

Yehia Avraham, 70, died on Sunday, a week after he was
transferred from Ramle Prison to a hospital near Tel Aviv
following a stroke.

His 66-year old wife, Ora, was observing the ritual seven
day mourning period despite her frequently declared hatred
for her husband.

"He destroyed my life, damn him.,” Mrs Avraham was
quoted as saying by the Yedioth Ahronoth newspaper.

Rabbinical courts, which control matrimony and divorce 15
Israel. require mutual consent to break up a marriage The
state intervenes only in extreme cases and imprisonment is
rarely applied, last resort pressure tactic.

Mrs Avraham has said she married her husband in Yemen
92 years ago at age 14 because her parents needed the money
and sold her.

The Avrahams moved to Israel in 1951 and settled in T¢!
Aviv. About a year later Avraham was stricken with epileps:
stopped working and began beating his wife and their two
girls, the Maariv newspaper said.

Mrs Avraham filed for divorce in 1955. but her husband
an Orthodox Jew, refused. Seven years later he was sentenced
to jail until he agreed to a divorce

Miraculom < <rer-iper!
in wilderness

BUENOS AIRES: A brave six-year-old boy coaxed his
starving four-year-old sister to eat wild apples and drirnk
streamn water from his cupped hands in a wilderness survival
tale that this grateful nation is calling a miracle reporis
Reuter.

Daniel and Ramira Quispe survived for more than 200 days
after getting lost in the the remote mountains of norther:
Jujuy province that are prowled by pumaq comdors  wild
boars and deadly snakes.

"There's no doubt it's a miracle. but they managed
survive because although theyre very young they've lived al
their lives in the bush. so they know what they can eat from
the bushes and which animals are dangerous.” a rescuer s
on Tuesday as details of the ordeal began to emerge

The two children had wandered away from the family farm
in search of their parents who were delayed in coming home
when a mountain cat threatened Lheir herd of cattle

The two were found on Sunday by 40 police searchers who
refused to give up the hunt. They were being brought back
civilisation on Tuesday on the backs of mules as torrential
rains pounded the mountains, making the narrow roaris

almost impassable.

Teacher severs student's finger

WESTBURY: A teacher who slammed a door on a student «
finger, severing the tip. pleaded innocent Monday to assaiill
and was relieved of classroom duties. reports AP

David Dahle told police the incident was due to language
problems at Westbury High School. where many students are
Haitian and Hispanic.

But the schools superintendent said Monday that langu.ge
is frrelevant. and the boy's lawyver accused the teacher and
the school district of carelessness.

Peterson Borga displayed his bandaged middle
at a news conference Monday.

The [inger. severed just below the nail, was surgicallv
realtached. But the boy's lawyer, Steven Seiden, said it was
teo soon to tell whether the operation would be successful

Dahle, 49, of Glen Cove was charged with second degree
assault and freed without bail pending a court* hearing
December 14. He was assigned (o administrative work while
the school district investigates.

left finger
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