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Market with

by Lam:s Ho

Eorted Name

Glazing glasswares. — Star photo

Dubai market may conjure up images of all
things rare and foreign. but there are no magic
carpets and gold decanters here. Sandwitched
between New Market and Kacha Bazar the
market overflows with bideshi wares of a more
practical kind: tiffin carriers, teflon frying
pans, snoopy flasks, glassware and fake flowers
for a happy homne.

S50 whal's so special aboul the place?
Shopowner Abdul Haye answers, "Customers
come in here and ask us to get uncommon and
beautiful things from abroad." This may be a
decoration piece you have seen at a relative's
and can't find here, he elaborates. Although
Abdul can make your dream come true in only
seven days, his customers seem to lack imagi-
nation. The shelves are stacked with items like
Indian Colgate toothpaste (Tk 40), pan and
stainless steel cutlery. A spiral cassette rack is
an exotic as it can be.

"Most of miy goods are from India." he ex-
plains. But when asked what was unique about
Indian tiffin boxes and trothpaste, Abdul just
shrugged. He later added that foreign flasks,
for example. were of better quality than local
ones.

Those who buy the goods from abread and
sell them to Abdul make the real money, he be-
lieves. Some of these people buy assorted mer-
chandise during a holiday or business trip
while others do the job full-time. "I have no
idea ' how much some of the things cost
abroad,” Abdul says. "So they are probably re-
selling it to me for much more "

The shopowner's lifle was much easier in
the days of tougher import restrictions. "Before
we would get a lew items which cauldn't be
imported. We could then ask customers for a
high price since it wasg rare," Abdul explains.

g

Pointing to the once restricted pressure
cooker and oil, he laments. "Now everything is
in everyone's home."

Everything is in everyone's shop as well;

rows upon rows of stores offer exactly the
same merchandise. "The competition now is to
see how much you can sell for how little,
"Abdul puts it succinctly. According to Abdul's
economic analysis. the difference lies between
those who keep imported stock and those who
offer less common {tems brought in via indi-
viduals.
» Neighbouring salesman Farouk has reason to
agree.: His workplace as well as all the others
around him, are overcrowded with imported
Indonesian glassware. Although a pretty sight,
the crystal look — alike merchandise don't
bring big profits. Even the shop's popular item.
original Du Pont Teflon (non-stick) frying pans,
are part and parcel of every standard hDH}E* ac-
cording to the young man.

Dubai market's loss, however, is th{‘ cus-
tomer's gain. At the market, you can haggle to
your heart's content and threaten to buy the
same thing for much less elsewhere. Call it
middle class empowerment through non-stick
pans and pressure cookers, if you like.

However on the minus side, Dubai market
no longer seems to offer exclusive items.
Anything you buy at a bargain price is probably
sitting on your sister-in-law's coffee table as
well.

"Dubal market is special in name only,"
glassware salesman, Farouk observes, "All
shops here and outside have the same things.”
But Abdul is not so dismissive, "Dubai market is
still the centre and first destination of all for-
eign and imported goods. It gets distributed
from here to all the other shops.”

TOKAI lr, HARTAL lee every hﬂ't.ll lh\r 1:hul.l.h street urchms p-upulurljr known as tukmu
taking over the city streets and chanting Opposition demand for the caretaker government

near Guhut an area yesterday.

— Star photo
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Two Iimen attempting to pick up a hand-made bomb

b
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lobbed by pickets during yesterday's hartal hours near

Farmgate area in the city.

— Star phutn

2 commit suicide, one
killed in road mishap

By DMCH Correspondent

Two persons reportedly
committed suicide, -one killed
in road mishap and five others
were injured in separate inci-
dents in the city yesterday.

A 13-year-old girl report-
edly committed suicide at her
residence at Shewrapara under
Mirpur police station yesterday
NooT.

The victim Rawshan Ara Ak-
ther alias Maya killed herself
by hanging in the bathroom.

Relatives told that when her
father Mezal Uddin scolded
her for inattention im study,
she hanged herself,

On an information police
recovered her body and sent to
the Dhaka Medical College
Hospital (DMCH) morgue for
autopsy.

An unnatural death (UD)
case was filed with the Mirpur
Police station,

In another incident a house
wife reportedly committed
suicide at Rupnagar. Shialbari
commercial area under Pollabi
thana at about 1 am yesterday.

The victiin Shefaly Begum,
22, killed herself by hanging.

Relatives 1old that her hus-
band Iman Ali married one and
half montH ago and alleged
that he was hldmg informaltion
about his first marriage.

Police recovered the body

and sent to the DMCH morgue.

A pedestrian was killed
when a speeding truck kno-
cked him down at Kamalapur
bishaw road early yesterday.

The victim died on the
spot, he could not be identi-
fied immediately >

Al least’ fddf "Persons were
injured when a group of nus-
clemen attacked them at Az-

Hasina condemns
killing of
BUET teacher

Awami League chiel and
leader ol the Opposition in
Parliament Sheikh Hasina ves-
lerday condemned the killing
of Prof Azmal Hayat Ahmed.
head of the urban and regional
planning department of Bang-
ladesh University of Engi-
neering and Technology (Bl
ET). reports BSS.

In a message she demanded
immediate actions ta unearth
the mystery ol the killing and
arrest the miscreants involved,

Sheikh Hasina praved flor
the peace of the departed soul
and conveved her heartfelt
svmmpathy 1o the members of
the Ywereaved family
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BTV
Thursday

4:30 Opening  announcement
Programme summary

4:45 Children's programme
Esho Gaan Shikhi

510 Sanghad

2B National Television School
Debate Competition

6.30 Programene on mass edu
catbon Esho Para Shikhi

700 Jiboner Alo

7:25 Nazrud songs

LREY News in Bangla

M50 Uwamia of the week
I’rachir Periye

1300  News in English

1030 Filem show
Equaliser /Marco Polo

11:30 Khabar /The News

11:40 Tomorrow's programme
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impur at about 3:30 pm yes-

terday.

The injured persons are
Sohel, 22, Mosleh Uddin, 35,
Mosharraf Uddin, 25. were
admitted to the DMCH while
Doli Ahined 30, was released
after first aid.

In another incident one
Anwar Hossain, 25 was injured
when a group of miscreants
stabbed him at Shah Ali mar
Ket under Mirpur thana at
about 4:30 pmn yesterday.

Anwar Hossain was admit-
ted to the DMCH with stab in-
juries in his leg and head.

Anwar (old that he was
stabbed sequel to prior enmity.

Release of 'Nodir
Naam Modhumoti'
demanded

By Staff Correspondent

A number of human rights
organisations and NGOs yes-
terday demanded immediate
Fclease of a film based on the
country's glorious war of inde-
pendence.

In a joint statement, repre-
sentatives of those organisa-
tions expressed their surprise
at the refusal of the Film Cen-
sor Board in releasing the
Nodir Naam Modhumoti”, a
fitm by noted short film-maker
Tanvir Mokammel.

They said the board has

been recently dilly-dallying -
- releasing movies on the War of

Liberation.

"These activities are a sheer
violation of ows constitution
and the international charter
of human rights, read the
statement.

‘It's unfortunate that our
Film Censor
screening of a film based on
our Liberation War," it added.

The NGOs and human
rights organisations also de-
manded immediate release of
"Smriti Ekattor’” — a documen-
tary of the Liberation War by
the same director,

The 28 signatories to the
statement include Salma Sob-
han and Dr Hamida Hossain of
Ain O Salish Kendra. Khushi
Kabir and Rasheda K. Chowd-
hury of ADAB, Bela Nabi of
Bangladesh Mahila Parishad
and Dr Mizanur Rahman of
Bangladesh Ain Gabeshak
Samity.

L ] L]
festival in India
L]

begins Dec 20

Bangladeshi arts festival in
India under the bilateral cul-
tural agreement between the
lwo countries. will begin in
New Delhi on December 20
next, reports BSS,

Arts, dance, drama, music,
magic and literary seminar will
be held as part of fortnight
long festival in New Delhi and
other Indian cities, said an of-
ficial source.

State Minister for Cultural
Allairs Jahanara Begum will in-
augurate the jestival while Par-
liament Member Amanullah
Chowdhury will lead the offi-
cial delegation to the festival.

A seventy member strong
leam representing different
lields of country's cultural

arena will participate in differ-
ent programumes of the festival.
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Dry spell to continue

Dry weather is likely to continue over the country with
partly cloudy sky over the regions of Rangpur. Dinajpur and
Chittagong in the next 12 hours till 6 pm today, reports UNB.

Night temperature may fall by | degree Celsius over Dhaka,
Khulna Divisions and regions of Comilla, Rajshahi, Pabna and
may remain nearly unchanged elsewhere over the country

during the pertod.

Marked fall in the night temperature Is expected in the

riext

following week

The country's highest temperature of 30 2 degrees

2 days and little change is predicted during the

Celsius

was recorded at Fenl and the lowest 11 .2 degrees at Dinajpur.
The sun sets today at 5.12 pm and rises tomorrow at 6.30

arm.

The maximum and minimum temperatures and humidity
in different parts ol the country is given below:

City /S Towr) Temperatures Humidity
in degrees Celsius in percentage
% Max . Min Bam 6 pm
Dhakea 212 122 69 (9
C hittagong 283 15.2 8O 7R
Cox's Bazar 28 N 16.0 64 66
Sylhet 28 6 150 68 B0
Comilla 28 5 115 75 68
Rajshahi 27 7 138 74 i
Farisal 29 0 12.5 86 82
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IS NOT
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Rely on CnyCau. Cellular Phones
To Get Your Work Done

4/Flr. Pacific Centre
14, Mohakhali C/A
Phone : 886281, 882186-7




