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Look thro the Mist

Yesterday we observed the Democracy Day but
today the political parties which made possible
that day four vears ago are in a state of confronta-
tion. The democracy day could as well be called a
iunity day, going back to 1990 when the three
pohtical alliances of the country set aside their
differences, just as the people wanted them to,
and brought down an entrenched autocratic
regime

The people reaped home a handsome harvest:
the covenant of understanding signed by the
three erstwhile alliances, free and fair general
clections and adoption of a parliamentary system
o government.

Anvone could visualise though that after the
elections and the germination of a whole range of
new issnes. the principled and unique unity that
had torced the downfall of autocracy would
crmnbie S0 whicn the grand alliance actually fell

et it did new come as a surprise to most people
aon have oy heen parnicularly intrigued by the
dille ront way s it which the political parties have
this soan vusavad the Democracy Dav,

Fyven allowine {or the vanations in their style
atid ‘uﬁmpnuvh to pohmmies. the silent majority are
perturbed by the latest turn of events and wonder
whether the Druba Tara or the Pole Star of
democracy is being lost sight of. There may not
be a last word in politics but there certainly is a
well tested last ward about democracy: If it is not
plaved by the rules frequently and in the essence,
it can be lost,

Who can blame the people for expecting that a
conscnsus could still be struck to resolve the po-
litical crisis when inimical political forces had
onee unified against autocracy, saw through the
coneral elections despite being fiercely competi-
tive and reverted to a parliamentary form of gov-
crinent, all by consensus? The people need con-
vincing on this point. ; '

Where we were in 1990 and where we find
ourselves today, must seriously concern the polit-
ical parties and force an intraspection in them
because governance and the role of opposition are
no one-time atfairs, they repeat and vield places
as well.

We have discerned an underlying concern on
both sides to slam shut all options for a resolution
ot the crisis. Noticeably, the opposition has set a
distant deadline for ca out its threat of en
1asse resignation from the Parliament. The sig-
nal couldnit be lost on the ruling party. We are
still hoping the’ political parties will defuse the
tension and reach a practicable settlement.

Hope for the Disabled

I'he observance of the International Day of the
Disabled this time. unlike the previous years, has
shown a marked difference. Happily for the bet-
ror A number of seminars and symposia, held on
the occasion, tried to see the problems from
dilferent points of view. One such seminar with
representation from both developed and develop-
g countries on conclusion on Monday suggested

the setting up of a regional training centre for the |

(isabled. The need for such a training centre
c annot be overemphasised. Region-wise, the Asia-
acific has as much as 10 per cent of its popula-
tion in the disabled category. Quite a high pro-
portion no doubt.,

So the regional approach to the problem of
childhood disability has hardly any alternative. A
shared responsibility for both the preventive
aspects of the problem and training facilities for
the phvsically and mentally handicapped also

goes to muluply the benefits for all. While en-
demic poverty is the root cause of childhood dis-
ability, the less than human treatment for those
suffering from it is also an offshoot of the lack of
social awareness and affluence. No rhetorics are
going to change the situation unless society over-
comes its economic hardsh';ﬂ. A more alfluent
society can also end up without being enough
caring. The important thing is to strike a balance
between personal ambition and social dutﬁ.

As long as that remains an unattainable goal,
there is no hope for reducing the mass poverty
in societies like that of Bangladesh. Its simple
implication is that on the preventive side notice-
able improvements are yet to come about. S0 we
have to accept the grim reality of a huge disabled

ypulation amongst us. In such a situation, the
Eee:-.t chance for the disabled to lead as re-
spectable a life as possible lies in the optimal
use of the existing facilities. The facilities can run’
better and with a purpose if only they get inte-
vrated — cven if loosely — with regional and in-
ternational bodies and facilities of similar nature.

So the message is <lear; make the most of the
existing facilities and go for a regional approach
to derive benclits through coordinated efiorts.

Fate of One-Taka Note

Soiled one-taka note, according to a
Bangla.desh Bank circular, has to be changed by
December 31. The authority has not yet said as
much about the fresh-looking notes of the same
denomination. But indications are that the whole
ot of the smallest of notes may soon fall out of
favour. This presumption gets stronger by the fact
that in exchange for such soiled notes either one-
taka coin or other notes of equal value will be
supplicd by the banks. -

Jut why has this particular note fallen out of
favour? The coin of the same denomination was
in fact a rarity until recently. Then the argument
was that coins are Very inconvenient to carry and
their manufacturing cost outweigh their own val-
ue. Today almest the opposite arguments are put
forward: notes get easily soiled and torn and their
manulacturing costs are more than their real
value. The coins — quite a number of them — as
heavy as they are can invite troubles of the un-
foreseen sort. If someone presenting a 500-taka
note for a payment is returned as many as 400 to
499 taka in coin after he has purchased some-

thing costing between one to 100 taka just imag-
ine his dilemma. The inconvenience in carrying
them is irrefutable.

Well, the apparently irreconcilable arguments
may indeed have a meet int. Considering
the fast degradation of the notes, they no longer
remain cheap in their production. The coins on
the other hand, because of their durability, prove
to be less costly in the ultimate analysis. So it mi-
ght be a lesson that has been learnt the hard way.

One-taka denomination is however going to
less significant anﬁ: way. Today that little money
hardly buys anything of value, except perhaps
maltch sticks. Soon it may lose even that purchas-
ing capacity. It may have to face the same fate of
now obsolete five poisa or 10 poisa coins. With
the fast decline of our money value we may have

to keep account of normal purchases in terms of
thousands like the Indonesians.
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HE murder ol an ‘uninv-
olved' busimessman, the

dastardly killing of a
school boy by his friends  and
host of other such ghastly
incidents in Lthe ey as well as
elsewhere iIn the country
trigger an alarming trend ol
viglence stalking the nation
An inevitable crisis resulting
from restlessness. frustration
devilish nature of politics. and
also deteriorating moral
standards of the parents at
home’ and guardians of the
society are throwing Lhe
younger generation o a catas:
trophic end. The question that
agitales our mind ts how all
these alarming trends could
come about and how the state,
socliety and parents at home
look at the whole problem
Youngsters, mostly in the city
areas. are taking to the streets
with guns. The fires that have
been unleashed Lo the utter
disregard of the state, society
and guardians will consume
the whole nation. Reports of
looting, arson and mindless
mavhem fill the pages of
newspapers with searing im-
ages. The apathy of the society
to this escalating crisis and
failure of the state to address
the problem is most appalling.
The menacing trend of the so-
cial disorder, group.feuds and
killing of a friend on the flim-

| siest pretext either for money

or mastan type activities are
theg deadliest urban upheaval in
the country, These trends are
out to scar the city and the
nation's soul and definitely un-
derscore the importance of
finding ways and means to root
out the crime,

People, by and large, are
aghast at the crime wave
sweeping the country while
the recent news of killing two
children and wife by one in
Chittagong because of abysmal
poverty measure up the
‘progress’ and 'improvement’
the country has achieved. The
country is sinking in to a disas-
trous situation for this erosion
of values, absence of morality,
despair resulting into frustra-
tion vis-a-vis poverty of the
majority.

Admittedly. the gradual de-
cline ol morality and rise of vi-
vlence and shoot-out are the

concentration of poverty in the

ating breakdown of the value
structure that kept this coun-
try the least divisive, class rid-
den and mwosl optimistic in the

S the West demands
A that aid be linked to

human rights, many dev-
eloping countries and pressure
groups, especially in Asia, are
calling for a re-definition of
rights.

Economically resurgent
Asian countries view human
rights as a political issue
through which the West wants
to interfere in their internal

pose any attempt to use human
rights as condition for giving
aid or whitholding trade con-
CEesSions.

The right to development is
paramount, argues Malaysia,
where more than 300 partici-
panis from around the world

"Rethinking Human Rights”
(December 6-7).

The meeting, organised by
the Penang-based non-gov-
ernmental organisation Just
World Trust, "examines criti-
cally the concept and practice
of human rights.”

An Asian human rights con-
ference in Bangkok last year
pronounced the right to eco-
nomic development as "a uni-
versal and inalienable right and
an integral part of fundamental
human rights.”

Asian countries argue that
the West, led by the United
states, applies double stan-
dards in the implementation of
human rights, overlooking the
excesses of its allies and over-
stating the vices of its adver-
saries.

During the 1993 Vienna

Rights, for example, US
Secretary of State Warren
Christopher maintained the
"universality” of human rights.
Bul a condemnatory resolution
on the human rights record of
US regional ally Indonesia was
toned down at Washington's
insistence. |

However, a senior spokes-
man for the London-based
human rights group Ammnesty
International cautions that
there is not one standard Asian
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Hitler reborn in
Europe? |

Sir, Dictator Adolf Hitler
was not a German. He was born
in Austria and later on became
the Chancellor and Fuhrer of
Germany in 1933. He insti-
tuted a reign of terror in
Europe. The indecision and

the policy of appeasement of
the British and the French en-

couraged Hitler the seizure of
Austria in 1938, dismember-
ment of Czechoslovakia in
1939, the invasion of France in
1940 and the occupation of

Poland by Germany in 194].

result partly ol the increasing .
cities and partly of an acceler-

affairs. Increasingly, they op-

are attending a conference on °

World Conference on Human

position on hinuan rights: "Asia
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Crimewave Sweeping the Country: Society
Must Check the Slide

by Md Asadullah Khan

It should be an eye-opener for persons
ident Mitterand issued. President Mitierand said, "

MMEMM!ﬂ&zﬂ."

earlier timws. The problems,
evidently stem [rom the spec-
tacular lack of pelitical leader-
ship during the past two
decades and the citizens. tax-
payers and voters have rather
indulgently supported and ap
proved this sorry state of
things without pointing a fin
ger at one often out of
fear. We share the blame but

the blame does not tell
us how to proceed and seek
the remedy of the deep-seated
malaise that has throttled up
the nation.

What seems clear, il only
because a lot of experts agree
on it, is that poverty and crime
are somehow associated with a
breakdown of societal norms
As a result, it needs no further
analysis or it needs to be
hardly overemphasised that
for a spectacular solution to
meterialise, the Government
must teach the values of work,
thrift. marriage and personal
responsibility to milhons of ci
tizens suffering from this
trauma of restlessness. Admit-
tedly, most people in the ur-
ban areas are deeply ambiva-
lent about these homely
virtues. What has to be done
right now, is that the kids
must not get access to fast
money that comes either by
selling drugs or by offering
services as mastans in differ
ent areas of the city. But to
cure this malaise is so difficult
in a situation where they are
lured by the charm of life so
much dazzling, so much
tempting projected through
different media. Sadly enough,
we often crack down on street
crime while most of the
crooks who looted nation's
savings go unpunished. Solving
the enigma of urban poverty
and maldistribution of wealth
of the nation must get a high
priority on the national agenda
and the gospel of family values
and personal responsibility is
part of the solution. It will
rem.iin a dream never attain-
able unless we practice what
we preach.

The despair and frustration
wril large on the faces of the
youngsters without any work
has given way lo grolesque
killing, looting and indulgence
in other unsocial and criminal
activities. Most of us and who
are at the helm of affairs have
avoided the real lssue. Out of
the ashes come the pious
promises from politicians and
the rhetorics of renewed . re-
solve. The only genuine long
range solution for what has
happened lies in an attack —
mounted at every level — upon
the conditions that breed de-
spair and violence It needs io
be analysed as to what went
wrong for ithe millions of un-
der-privileged trapped in fes-
tering malaise of poverty. job-
lessness. decrepit housing
either in the urban or rural ar
eas Most of these kids and
youngsters are drop-oults from
the schools and colleges
School education and curricu-
lum could not interest them.
And parents cannot afford the
accelerating cost of keeping
them in schools and colleges.

On the other hand. teachers
hardly teach them in the class,
and Seldom suggest any re-
medial measure to improve
and enhance their knowledge
and shortcomings. Children
and kids of all classes and cat-
egories meritorious or defi-
cient are encouraged and so
to say enticed to accept the ol
fer of private tuition in large
numbers, sometimes unman-
ageable in the small precincts
of the house of the tutor, at an
alarming fee hardly affordable
by the poor parents. In most
cases, school boys and girls are
not given any assignments (o
keep them busy at home and
if they are at all given. those
are hardly checked by the
teachers. No periodical exami-
nations are held in the classes
in most of the institutions, to
asses if the boys are capable of
assimilating what are taught in
the class. The kids, slowly and
gradually are isolated from the
mainstream ol learning pro-

" at the helm of affairs in our country to recall the warning that pres-
a society that refuses to listen to its youth and fails to

cess Disenchanted students.
and eved citizens who are
keeping watchiul eye on the
declining standard of educa-
lion and poor gquality of teach-
ing have vented their frustra
tion through medija.

The rot stems from factors
such as dilapidated buildings.
overcrowded class rooms,
growing teacher shortage,
dearth of qualified and com-
mitted teachers, faulty and in-

s syllabus and last
of all, in recent times,
spread of crime and drugs on
school and college grounds.
People have expressed (heir
oulrage at the way the school
level teaching is heading to-
wards a catastrophic end but
hardly any effort has been
made to improve the pitiable
situation. But how all these
ominous upheavals in the so-
ciety could come about? Stud-
ies reveal some very disquiet-
ing results: Loosening of family
ties, poverty, joblessness of
parents and, in some cases,
also affluence of parents. Par
ents’ failure to meet the de
mands of the kids for a life
more dazzling and enticing to
then grown through associa-
tion of friends who are rich
enough to afford, have created
a split in the family ties and
erosion in command over the
wards. The result has been
disastrous. Kids are out to
grab the means even by killing
to satisfy their mores. The dis-
aster is now perhaps at its
peak. Parents can no longer al-
ford to ignore the creeping
rot at their core.

Like a medieval land
gripped by plague, the country
has been under siege from all
possible directions. Hatred
and vengeance have consumed
the whole society so much so
that rival parties have gone
berserk and are gunning down
opponents to establish their
'supremacy.’ The killing of two
student leaders in the Chit-
tagong Polytechnic Institute by
the rival factions in a com-
mando style attack on Novem-

her 20 last, triggers an alarm

ing trend of the student poli

rirs and the catastrophic and
hleak prospect engulfing the
rducational arena in the whoie
COAN

1.‘-.'? (RO Crisis Fisdng
[0 o« tesd endo aind with peo
pie = patience wearing thin
the country will inevitably be
on the brink of what may be a
disaster making it difficult for
it to sustain the present level
of economic pressure. How can
the peace loving citizens and
people atl large in the country

keep ruiet fully aware of the
fact that the Drocess will
bhring about debilitating eflect

with sericus human. eConomid
and political costs? Fully aware
of the fact that the very sur

vival of the nation is endan

gered it would be a lragedy to
permit further deterioration by
allowing terrorism based on
group feuds, party or religion

basec politics. Student agita

tion and demonstration in
protest of spiralling cost of ed

ucation and rising prices of
paper and other educational
aitls are acceptable, but the
devilish nature of politics that
holds sway in schools, col

leges and universities will in

vite gloem for the society. High
investimen! in education and
keeping watchful eyes over the
quality of education imparted
in schools, colleges and unli

versities and evaluation of the
result by a team of committed
expertis are a part of the solu-
tion to this gigantic problem
challenging the existence of
the nation. It is worth recall

ing here that most of the de-
veloped countries have at

tached high priorities to edu-
cation for example France
spends more on  education:
than on defense and thal rep-
resents 19% of the national
budget. It should be an eye-
vpener for persons at the
helm of affairs in our couniry

to recall the warning that
president Mitterand issued.
President Mitterand said, ".... a

sociely that refuses to listen to

Struggling for a Square Meal as well as for a Voice

Increasingly, the West says it wants to link aid to developing countries’ performance on
human rights. But some Asian nations, reports Gemini News Service, want the debate

widened to include the right to development.

is nol a homogenised,
identifiable culture.” he said.

Similarly, Aung San Suu Kyi,
Nobel Peace Prize winner and
Burmese opposition leader un-
der house arrest in Rangoon.
warned in November that indi-
vidual rights should not be
trampled in the name ol re-
moving poverty. I a speech
read on her behall to the
World Commission on Culture
and Development, she said
that true development re-
quires democracy and the em-
powerment of the poor.

For years after the 1948
Universal Declaration of
Human rights stated that "All
human beings are bern free
and equal in dignity and
rights”. activists concentrated
on individual political rights.

US: hypocrisy and human rights

As developing countries
won independence and spoke
with a louder voice, however.
they began to point out that
narrowly-defined political

‘rights were only a part of the

picture and that litfle progress
had been made in safeguarding
the rights of the poor.

By 1991, the UN General
Assembly agreed that "extreme
poverty is a violation of human
dignity, a threat to the right to
life and a condition that pre-
venis the most vulnerable
groups from exercising their
human rights.”

Yet one of the most basic
rights — to food — is denied to
millions. One in five people
still goes hungry every day and
20 ‘million die each year from
starvation and related ill-
nesses. Without, food, freedom
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means little,

Says Kayode Soyinka,
London bureau chief of
Nigerian weekly Newswaltch:
“In Africa, first we need clean
drinking water. Everything

- else comes after that.”

While the right to develop-
ment has been added to the

‘mandate " of the UN High

Commissioner for Human

ts, created in December
1993, it is difficult to see how
this will be monitored or en-
forced.

And the suffering and death
caused by lack of food and wa-
ter do not appear to be very
high on the West's human
rights agenda. which continues
to be dominated by concern
for civil liberties.

Crities in the South argue
that the West wants to use
human rights to interfere in
the internal affairs of sovereign
nations. The issue, they say, is
not that national sovereignty
should be sacrosanct regard-
less of human suffering. but
who decides when and where
to intervene.

Says Chandra Muzaffer, di-
rector of Just World Trust: "It
is likely that the High
Commissioner for Human
Rights will get actively in-
volved only in those human
rights situations that have been
okayed by the powerful within
the UN."

History bears him out.
During the Cold War human
rights' issues were manipu-
lated by the West to score po- -
litical points against commu-
nist countries,

Many anti-communist dicta-
tors with brutal human rights
records were kept in power by

the West, including the Shah
of Iran, General Augusto
Pinochet of Chile, and Mobuto
Sese Seko of Zaire.

Cold War politics also dic-
tated wegtern support for
rebel movements with ap-
palling records of atrocities
such as the Contras in
Nicaragua, the Mujahedin in
Afghanistan and Unita in
Angola. It was only in 199]
that Ammnesty International,
the world's largest human
rights organisation, began also
to denounce human rights vio-
lation by opposition groups.

During the Gulf War, human
rights were used for propa-
ganda purposes. The worst ex-
ample was the Us
Congressional Human Rights
Caucus hearing on alleged
atrocities by Iraq in the au-
tumn of 1990.

Taking place just weeks
before the crucial UN vote to
authorise the use of force
against Iraq, the caucus heard
a statement by a 15-year-old
girl who claimed she saw Iraqi
soldiers stealing incubators
from hospitals in occupied
Kuwait. leaving babies to die.
This was picked up by tLhe
world media and quoted in an
Amnesty report.

The allegations were later
proved to be baseless. The
"Witness' was, in fact, the
daughter of the Kuwaiti ambas-
sador to the US and a member
of the Kuwaiti royal family. The
whole episode was part of a
$10 million public relations
exercise to prepare Western
public opinion for war against
Iraq.

More than three years alter
the Gulf War. most Western

its youth and [ails 0 make
room lor them prepares its
Il-- g re |
Recalling the incidemt that
led 10 the killing and the way
killers behaved after Lhe
hrutal killing of Isha in the
Hatkhola area of the city we
are at once shocked to see
w a whole gemeration of hu
i1t beings in the urban area
whe: could be so much pro
ductive and helpiul 1o all of us
are going astray. These kids
sl 16 to I8 years old have
becorse S0 hardened at the
prime of their life! With blood
of the victimn still soaking their
hands they were buying pant
prece in the shopping centre
and dining In restaurants with
he loot-money! I we have
time to look into their eyes,
we can see the cold blank
stares void of most moral wval-
ues No wonder. a wave of dis-
content that has threaiened
the nation and the sf1is ul
gloom that has descended owver
the soctety are all pervasive
All explammed. the
source of discontent in the
vouth stems from rising
unempioyment and concerns
for the future. Whatever little
industrial plants and factories
are in operation In the coun-
try. strikes and hartals have al-
fected national progress very
badly and the economy has
siarted edging towards a re-
ceasion. Middle class people
either on work or without em-
ployment are worried about
how much money they can al-
ford to spend on féstivals and.
most importantly. whether
they will ever be able to save
enough to afford school and
college tuition for their wards
or a major medical catastro-
phe. A kind of free-floating
anxiety has gripped the great
middle class, even those hold-
ing well paying jobs and cars in
¢ garage. And more people
| the country now than ever
ire pessimistic about the fu-
ture: they fear they will never
live as well like their parents
did and worry that their chil-
dren may have it even worse.
Poised on the edge of con-
flict, this is a country moving
in several directions, none of
which encouraging. some in-
finitely sad, all all of that
frightening. There is no hiding
the reality that the life for the
Bangladeshis is changing ir-
revocably. for the worse.
We have to realise it now,
and rise to check this danger-
orrs slide first.
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human rights nrganisauunL
have ignored the suffering of
ordinary lraqgis whose basic
rights are being violated by UN
(effectively, US ) sanctions
which continue without any
moral or legal justification.
More than 100,000 Iragi
children have died form lack
of food and medication ac¢ord-
ing to the UN Children’' Fund.
"It is outside our mandate,”
an Amnesty spokesperson said.
Elsewhere in the develop-
ing world, while the West
claims to promote democracy
and civil rights, governments
are being forced to cut spend-
ing on health and education by
the International Monetary

. Fund and World Bank.

Soyinka sees a contradic-
tion in his own country.
"Nigeria is a classic case.
Democracy there can wait as
long as Nigerian military rulers
continue to buy British tanks
and keep British people in
jobs."

Human rights is a fast-grow-
ing industry in the West. In re-
cent years, several new organi-
sations have sprung up.
prominent among them the
US-based Human Rights Watch
with its regional affiliates —
Middle East Watch, Africa
Watch and Asia Watch. Former
JS President Jimmy Carter
has also established a centre to
promote human rights and
there is a Commonwealth
Human Rights Initiative based
in New Delhi.

Most continue to work
within a narrow definition of
human rights. Glenn Calder-
wood of the new, London-
based {nternational Society for
Human Rights speaks for many
who do not favour enlarging
the mandate.

He warns against extending
human rights campaigns to
take in issues such as the right
to development: "Tinkering
with this will open up a
Pandora's box

— GEMINI NEWS

DAYA KISHAN THUSSU is
Associate Editor of Gemini
New's service,
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The League of Nations
which was established at the
end of the First World War was
dissolved in 1946. It was pow-
erless to prevent war — the
military adventure of Japan,
Italy and Germany in 1930s.
Adolf Hitler set the whole of
Europe on fire and also totally
ruined Germany. At last, how-

_ever, he along with his long-

time mistress Eva Brown
committed suicide at a army
bunker in Berlin on April 29.
1945.

Now what is happening in
Bosnia? A new Adolf Hitler in
the name and style of Rodovan

Karadzic is born in Bosnia?
Karadzic is not a normal
Bosnian Serb. He is a fascisl
Serb. He has become the
leader and President of self-
proclaimed ‘'Bosnian Serb
Republic’ with Pele as his capi-
tal. He has killed thousands of
Muslims and has occupied sev-
enty per cent of the territory
of Bosnia. The 'wait and see’
policy of British Prime
Minister John Major and the
French President Francois
Mitterrand like the errors,
lapses and irregularities com-
mitted in 1930s by British
Premier Neville Chamberlain
and the French President
Albert Lebrun have inspired
Rodovan Karadzic to carry on
his sinister designs unabated.
The Defence Secretary of
USA William Perry conceded
that the Serb forces has won
the war in Bosnia and held out
little hope of western military
action to rescue the Bosnian
Muslims. "The Serbs have oc-
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cupied 70 per cent ol the
country. There is no prospect
as, [ see jt, of the Muslims
winning that back”, he said.
Should mnot the Nobel
Selection Committee award
Rodovan Karadzic a ‘Nobel War
Prize' for winning the war in
Bosnia?
O H Kabir
Wari, Dhaka

Why hartals?

Sir everywhere in the pa-
pers nowadays there are com-
plaints about the many hartals
taking place, more or less for
the same reason (s). And al-
most always the opposition is
blamed for the plight of the
people caused by hartals. But is
not the government equally re-
sponsible? Take the hartal of
12/13 November. It was called
because there were 'incidents’
on the day of the gherao pro-
gramme on 9th Nevember
This programme was an-

nounced well ahead, it was o
be peaceful. Was there any
need for the authorities to
prohibit gatherings, to put up
barricades and the like,
knowing very well that this
with utmost certainty would
cause 'incidents’ with the fol-
lowing call for hartal (s)?

In this country hartal is an
accepted form of politics, so to
avoid this kind of protest the
reasons have to be carefully
avoided wherever possible. By
all sides.

A well wishing foreigner

Rays of hope

Sir, Of late. we have been
hearing too many complaints
and protests against hartals [t
really indicates how disgusted
and fed up all of us are! The
country is now 23 years old
and in this time her people
have become matured. politi
cally conscious and also galh
ered many bitter experiences

etc, and therefore, are no way
interested in such politics as is
only harming the nation. The
way people are expressing
Ltheir grievances and concern,
in course. of time hartal will
bound Lo lose its sharpness.

As we notice there appear
some significant rélaxations in
the recent hartals where ply-
ing of rickshaws, baby taxies
and tempoes and opening of
shops and stores are allowed — ¢
which wete even till lately
banned and mercilessly dealt
with. And if this change in
irend of hartal eontinued, to
make it weaker, it's better for
all It could then be the turn-
ing point to usher in rays of
hope making room for con-
structive, peaceful and mean-
ingful politics. And the day
worn't be too far away, perhaps.
After all there is end to every
thing.

Vigar Moinuddin
Dheakan




