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PM tells Daganbhuiyan meeting

Opposition disrupts

development process

DAGANBHUIYAN. Feni. Dec
5 FPrime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia today warned that
the Oppeosition would have to
bear the consequences of dam-
ages to be done by their agita-
lion programmes, reports
UUNB.

“They have to be answerable
to the people”. she said criu

cising the Opposition pro.
grammes like hartals and
blockade.

“The Oppositich is desper-
ate to disrupt the development
process initiated by the gov-
ernment.” she alleged and
called upon the people to
identify these who want to
weaken the democratic pro-
cess and destroy the country.

Begum Zia. on the first day
of her two-day tour of Feni,
was addressing a huge public
meeting at Daganbhuiyan
Kamal Ataturk High School
ground this afternoon.

Presided over by local BNP
president MA Hossain., the
meeting was also addressed by
Energy Minister Dr Khandaker
Mosharral Hossain. Fisheries
and Livestock Minister Abd-
ullah Al Noman, State Minister
for Disaster Management and
Relief Harun Al-Rashid, State,
Minister for Textiles Abdul
Mannan, Whip Mahbubul Alam
Tara. Halima Khatoon MP and
local BNP leaders.

Focusing on the present po-
litical scenario. the Prime

Minister said the BNP upholds
peuple s right to food and vote.
‘We have passed a bill to
sirengthen the Election
Commission which is aimed at
ensuring free and fair polls.”
she told the gathering.

She said the BNP had cre-
ated a history in the country by
passing the bill but lamented

that the Opposition did net
participate in discussion on

the bill.
Begum Zia said it is clear to

the pecple what the Opposi-
tion really wants. "They (Oppo-
sition)] do neot want free and

fair polls and want to go lo
power by any means”. she al-

Shr again made it clear that
the BNFP would not concede to

any illogical. undemocratic and |

unconstitutional demand. The
Prime Minister declared her
government would run the full
term according to the mandate
given by the people.

"We did not come to power
through bullet. nor in the
darkness of night. We have the
mandate of the people through
a free and fair election”, she
reminded.

The prime migister ac
cused a particular party ol
shaking hands with the aulto-
cratic regime ln 1986 in a bid
to go to power. "Failing in all
their plans thcy [Oppuaitinnl
are creating indiscipline.” she
added.

BSS adds: Earlier, on way of
her 12 kilometer journey from
Feni to Daganbhuiyan, thou-
sands of people greeted Begum
Zia at various places including
Paachgachiya, Joy Laskara,
Chiloniya and Bakerbazar.

The Prime Minister assured
the people of expansion of ru-
ral electrification and gas sup-
ply in the localities, coverage
of the NWD telephone net-
work, raising the 31-bed hos-
pital to a 50-bed one and solv-
ing other local problems.

Shortest sitting of JS
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the House witnessed diupu'al
of a crucial call attention
notice on the alleged anti-so-
vial activities of the Jamaat and
Sliibir.

Major (Retd) Akhtaruzza-
man of the ruling Bangladesh
Nationalist Party (BNP), while
talling attention of the Home
Minister to the issue, told the
House the Jamaal-e-Islami and
its student front, the Islami
Chhatra Shibir, were involved
in attacks on the general stu-
dents in educational tnstitu-
nons across the country.

He also told the House that
the Jamaat had recently
changed its colour and’is now
out. in collaboration with the
Awami League (AL). to desta-
hilise the society.

The treasury bench legisla-
tor said that the Jamaat-Shibir
axis should be resisted at any
cost and dealt with severely by
the government. Most of the
MPs present in the House
supported his view by thump-
ng their benches.

Responding to Akhtaruzza-
man s contention. Home Min-
ister Abdul Matin Chowdhury
told the House that the gov-
ernment was determined to
curb anti-social activities with
the help of the law enforcing
agencies and cooperation from

the pe:ﬂplt:.‘
Jute mills workers

on 72-hr strike
in Khulna

From QOur Correspondent

KHULNA., Dec 5: Over [live
thousand workers and employ-
ees of Sonali, Ajax and Mohsin
Jute Mills of Atra-Mirerdanga
Industrial Area have gone on a
72-hour strike from 6 am to-
day.

Bangladesh Patkal Sramik-
Karmachari Federation called
the strike to realise its seven-
point demand including im-
plementation of wages com-
mission, release of labour lead-
ers, payment of all arrear
hbonuses and dearness al-
lowances.

According to sources, the
jute mills will incur a loss of
Tk 25 lakh and 16 thousand
due Lo the strike everyday.

Ex-Natore chamber
* ¥ o
president’'s wife
murdered
From Our Correspondent

NATORE. Dec 5: The wife of
a4 noted businessman here was
murdered, allegedly by her
chauffeur, Sunday. night.

Selina Banu. 35, wife of
Mosharraf Hossain. ex-presi-
dent of the Natore Chamber of
Commerce and Industry
INCCI). and her only son,
Olive, B, were in the house at
Mirapara in the town during
the incident.

The driver, Shahjahan Ali
Babu, 30, was detained by po-
lice for interrogation.

According to police, Babu
entered the house on the plea

of handing over the keys tn a
micro bus he used {o drive.

‘ters from students

Replying to another ques-
tion frmn lht MP about the
number of students or non-
students exposed to the Ja-
maat-Shibir attacks during the
last four years, the home min-
ister said he had no such
statistics right at that moment.
The minister, however, told
the House that none was above
the law.

"Those responsible for acts
of violence during the last four
years, were now either serving
terms. facing trial or being
charge-sheeled by the police.”
he added.

The JS also passed a Bill
providing for nomination of a
representative from the Min-
istry of Women and Children
Affairs to the board of man-
agement of the Shishu
Academy.

The JS sitting resumes at
6:00 this evening.

Dismissal of 2

DU teachers

demanded
By DU Correspondent

The teachers of the Eco-
nomics Department of the
Dhaka University yesterday
demanded dismissal of fwo fel-
low teachers for their alleged
corruption’ and 'unethical' ac-
Livities.

The teachers at a press
conference said, the
‘'misdeeds’ of these teachers —
Professor A H M Mahbubul
Alam and Professor Harunur
Rashid Khan — have tarnished

the image of the department

and destroyed the career of a
number of students of
Economics of the university
and its affiiated colleges.

The allegations against
these teachers include selling
of question papers and giving
extra grades in return for
money.

But Professor Alam and Pro-
fessor Khan told this corre-
spondent vesterday that the al-
legations were motivated and
part of a conspiracy against
them.

At the press conference,
Lthe teachers opposed to the
two demanded that Professor
Alam be dismissed by Decem-
ber 22 and the réport of the
probe instituted earlier to in-
vestigate into the allegations
be published immediately.

-They alleged that the uni-

versity authorities were reluc- .

tant in taking action against
these two teachers. More than

16 teachers out of around 30
of the department were pre-
sent at the press conference.

The teachers showed some
instances of alleged corruption
indulged in by these teachers
and some photocoples of let-
the
authorities to look into the
charges.

The press conference was
attended among others by Pro-
fessor A K Monwaruddin
Ahmed, Dean of the Faculty of
Social Sciences, Professor

Ashral Uddin Chowdhury, Prof
Abu Ahmed. Abul Barakat, Dr

Nasrin Khandaker, Farah Hasin
andl Yawar Shams.
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President of the Gano Forum Dr K.lmut Hmum addressing a public mecting at Purana

Paltan in the city yesterday.

Dr Kamal
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come Lhe crisis.”

Referring to the Cominon-
wealth-brokered dialogue, he
sald despite some progress all
on a sudden it collapsed but
people do not know why it had
collapsed.

He sa#id certain elements
were active in creating dead-
lock in Parliament as well as
making the dialogue abortive.

On the question of Opposi-
tion's planned resignation
from Parliament, Dr Kamal
saild "please don't resign. it
will be a big mistake. People
have given you the responsibil-
ity for five

The Gano F‘urum leader was
critical of the Awami League
for launching united struggle
with the Jatiya Party and the
Jamaat. People can not under-
stand how an autocratic party
which destroyed electoral sys-
tem through vote dacoity and
another party which opposed
the Liberation War and killed
people in 1971 could believe

| in democracy and fair voting.

"As a man of the street and
the Awami
League | think Sheikh Hasina
should come out of the grip of
the evil forces to salvage
democracy,” Dr Kamal said.

He urged the Prime Minis-
ter to take initiative for re-
sumption of the dialogue and
request the Leader of the Op-
position to respond to her ini-
tiative,

"Don't create a situation like
Burundi and Rwanda”. he said

The rally was addressed by
Shamsuddoha MP, Pankaj
Bhattachariyva, Major General
(retd)] Khalilur Rahman.
Mostafa Mohsin Montu, Advo-
cale Zahirul- [slam. Rabeya
Seraj and Ziaul Haq Tulu.

Functioning
of Sylhet div
HQs by Jan 1

demanded
From Staff Correspondent

SYLHET. Dec 5: Speakers at
a rally held today at power
pointl here have demanded
for immediate functioning of

. the divisional headquarters in’

Sylhet by January | next.
Otherwise, fresh agitations
would be launched, they
added.

The meeting arranged by
the Sylhet Division Movement
and Development Council, was
addressed by Advocate Abed
Raja, president central com-
mittee of the forum Wayour
Rahman Chowdhury, Syed Ma-
jir Uddin Ahmed, AR Rahmani
and Dipti Ranjan Chand while
Riiliqul Haque presided.

*
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Govtmnetoumngfomem
resolving problems: Hagina

Awamli League president
and Leader of the Opposition
in Parliament Sheikh Hasina
yesterday said the present
government are prone to using
force in resolving problems
that can be solved through dis-
cussion, reports UNB

"No solution will come by
applying force .... it may be
possible to subdue people for a
while by muscle power. but
impossible to conquer their
mind.” she told a gathering of
former leaders of the Chhatra
League at her Minto Road offi-
cial residence in the evening.

Hasina said the law and
order. of the country had dete-
rforated abruptly. The govern-
ment, she alleged, has in-
creased repression of the peo-
ple as they lost confidence on
it.

"For clinging to power, they
|(Government) are pushing the
country towards anarchy and
confrentation. and have in-
creased atrocities”. she said.

"We are now very worried
about the situation in the
country when the head of gov-
ernmment delivers speeches in-
stigating the students.,” Hasina
said.

The Awami League chief
said her party was struggling
to establish the voting right of
the people. but the ruling
party was looking for opportu-

nities of rigging.
‘We wanl to stop the tug of

war for power and for that we
demanded constitutional pro
visions for a caretaker gov-
ernment for at least three
terms to ensure neiftrality of
the national polls.” she said.

Hasina called upon the
former leaders of her party's
student front to motivate the
people about the importance of
a caretaker government and to
intensily the struggle Lo save
people from the clutches of
“This corrupt and inefTicient
government”.

She said the anti-liberation
axis, which came to power
after the assassination of
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman, had tarnished the
spirit of the Liberation War.
That axis could not offer the
people anything but suppres-
sion. exploitation and misrule,
she alleged.

Earlier. at the
her speech, Hasina recalled
the contributions of late
Hussain Shaheed Suhrawardy
Lo the cause of democracy and
paid homage to the late leader.

The gathering was also ad-
dressed by central Awami
Lea leaders Abdul Mannan,
Amir Hessain Amu, Zillur
Rahman. Abdur Razzak MP and
Obaidul Kader.

beginning of

. AL was striving

Situation at Aricha
worsens

) L

MANIKGANJ, Dec 5: Several
Lhousand people remained
stranded at Aricha terminals as
police and BIWTC workers
frantically kept trying to clear
traffic jam following ferry dis-
ruption, reports UUNB.

“ The situation worsened to-
dav as authorities had to sus-
pend ferry services from
Aricha, Nagarbaﬂ ﬂnd Baulatdid

Editurh.lmpn!oi

ghats midnight Sunday till 5
am today due to loading and
unloading difficulties at the
terminals.

Some 2,000 trucks are
awaiting to be ferried since
midnight Sunday.

The traffic congestion for
the last two days was due to
disruption of ferry services for
nearly 18 hours following a
clash between two rival groups
of workers on ferry Shah Mok-
dum early Sunday morning.

BIWTC sources said traffic
load of last night eased and the

situation improved by the
afternoon after local police had
intervened. But only 30 per
cent of the stranded traffic was
possible to be cleared till time,
thev said.

3 killed, 30 hurt
in Gopalganj
bus accident

From Our Correspondent

GOPALGANJ, Dec 5: Three
children died instantaneously
and 30 others were injured

when a bus rammed into a

road-side shop on the Gopal-
ganj-Takerhat road yesterday.

Two of the deceased were
identified as Rabeya, 7. and
Najmul, 9.

The other child could not
be identified immediately.

Eight out of the injured
were admitted to the Gopdl-
ganj Sadar hospital in a critical
condition.
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Foreign Minister ASM
Mostafizur Rahman yesterday
said a tptal democratic ap-
proach is the best way to
tackle and resolve insurgen-
cies. reports UNB.

"It is only a democralic gov-
ernment that can handle such
a situation in the be«t possiple
manner, and Bangladesh pro-
vides a good example.” he told
a seminar in the morning.

Moslafiz was inaugurating
the two-day annual seminar on
"Counter Insurgency Opera-
tion." organised by Defence
Services Command and Staff
College (DSCSC) at Mirpur,

Commandant of the DSCSC
Major General Mostafa Ka-
maluddin also addressed the
function attended by scholars
from home and abroad. diplo-
mats and senior military offi-
cials.

The three technical ses-
sions on the_ first day were
chaired by Dhaka University
Vice-Chancellor Prof Emajud-
din Ahmed, Dr Talukder Mu-
&umman of DU's Political

ence department and The
Daily Star Editor Mahfuz Anam.

Dr. Imtiaz Ahmed and

the DU, Major General WR Wi-
jeratne of the Sri Lankan
Army, Colonel Fred Bryant of
the US Army War College,
Commandant of Bangladesh
Military Academy Brigadier
. Syed Muhammad Ibrahim and

| Colonel Shafi Mohammad Me-

Muhammad Shahiduzzaman of

hboob presented papers dur-

ing the sessions.

Dr Ataur Rahman of the DU,
Dr. Htekhauzzaman of BIISS,
Dr Shah Jalal of the Jahangir-
nagar University and Brigadier
Imamuzzaman of the

Bangladesh Army took part in-

discussion on different papers
presented on the first day.

The seminar will have a to-
tal of five technical sessions.

Inaugurating the seminar,
the foreign mimister, - a retired
Lieutenant Colonel turned
politician, said insurgencies
and their specific nature de-
pend, to great extent, on the
way EhE}" first begin and are
subsequently sustained or en-
couraged.

Factors. both lntcrnal B.nd
exogenous, to a
country play an important role
in their evolution,” Mostafiz
said stressing the need for
identifying the main causes
and the supplementary factors
first for handling such insur-
gencies.

Referring to the crisis in
Chittagong Hill Tracts [CHT),
Mostaliz said the government
has taken various pelitical,
economic and social measures
along with diplomatic initia-
tives to improve the situation
in the hill districts and help
the political process.

He mentioned the role of
the security farces in
maintaining law and order and
providing a conducive atmos-

particular:

Democratic approach best
way to tackle insurgency’

phere to hold dialogues for a
peacelful solution to the CHT
problem.,

The foreign minister said
counter-insurgency program-
mes should have their corres-

‘ponding diplomatic compo-

nent where
fueled or
outside.

"Bangladesh believes that in
a regional context all countries
should realise that promoting
insurgency from outside in
another country may be self-
defeating in the long run, par-
ticularly if it is done with an
incitement to violence."

He warned that such cul-
ture of violence once nurtured
inevitably spills over and im-
pacts on and fuel similar in-
surgencies in all the contigu-
OIS areas.

Mostafiz suggested careful

insurgency is
sustained from

" promotion of good neighbeurly
" relations and positive actions

laken in this regard.

The retired lieutenant
colonel said the nature of
counter insurgency operations
should be carried out with the
ultimate objective to help and
benefit the majority who need
peace and orderly situation the
maoyst.

Bangladesh is firmly wed-
ded to such an approach
which, the foreign minister
said, deserves resolute sup-
port by 'all of us who value
peace, progress and stability
for a worthwhile cause”,

Suhrawardy’s
anniversary of
death observed

The 3ist death anmiversary
of Hussain Shaheed Suhrawar-
dy. a champion of democracy.
was observed throughout the
country yesterday reports
BSS.

Discussions and seminars
were organised at different
places of the country.

in Dhaka, l|eaders and
workers of diflerent socio-po-
litical organisations placed
wreaths at his mazar near the
old High Court premises
Fateha and prayers were of
fered there for the peace of

| the departed soul.

several newspapers carried

special articles on Suhrawardy
recalling his contributions.

Some of the ergandsations

Editorial on page 4

including the Shaheed Subl-
rawardy Smriti Sangsad.
Shaheed Suhrawardy Jatiya
Smoriti '

Jmmﬁnhnmam
dra, Jatlya Janata Party and the
Jattya Islamic Dal arranged

discussions on his Mfe and
works. :
UNB adds: Meanwhile,

leaders of the Awami League
yesterday accused the ruling
BNP of jeopardising the demo-
Cratic process.

Addressing a memorial
meedng at Bangabandhu Av-
enue on the occasion of
Suhrawardy's death anniver-
sary they said the late leader
throaghout his life had strug-
gled to establish a democratic
dispensation in the society.

Contrary to his ideals. they
said, the ruling party has put
the democratic process in
jeopardy to protect its own
interests. ;

Awami League General Sec-
retary Zillur Rahman and party

1 leaders Amir Hossaln Amu. Be-

gum Sajeda Chowdhury and
Abdiil Jalil were among those
who .addressed the meeting.

Senlor Awami League leader
Abdul Mannan, who presided
over the meeting. said estab-
lishment of democracy was the
dream of Suhrawardy and the
hard under the
leadership of Sheikh Hasina to
consolidate democracy in the
country.

Clash over relief
in Sirajganj
SIRAJGANJ, Dec 5: Seven

people were injured, one seri-
ously. in a clash between two

groups over reliefl distribution -

al Sayedabad union in Sadar
thana today. reports UNB.

Fazlul Karim, 26, of Mohon-
pur village under the thana was
admitted to Sirajganj General
Hospital in a critical condition
while six others were released
after first aid.

Police said, -the clash
erupted when a group of 20
men attacked the Sayedabad
Union Parisad office and de-

manded wheat from the
chairman.
Shopowners

concerned at

hartal call
By Staff Correspondent

The Federation of Bangla-
desh Shopowners’ Association
[FOBSOA) yesterday said the
business community could no
longer remain silent as they
were incurring financial loss
due to the deep economic
crisis created by the prolonged
political impasse.

“Economit activities in the
country are controlled by the
business community while the
government's economic activi-
ties are dependent on foreign
loans and grants,” leaders of
the FOBSOA in a press siate-

- ment said.

FOBSOA chairman Amir
Hossain Khan, senior vice
chairman MA Zaman Manju
and secretary general SA
Kader Kiron welcomed the ef-
forts of the Bangladesh Fed-
eration of Chambers of Com-
merce and Industry (FBCCI) to
“resolve the political ecrisis
through dialogue.” :

The statement said since
the business community con-
tributed much to the growth of
the economy, the government
should welcome the efforts of

' the FBCCI to resolve the politi-

cal impasse.

The FOBSOA leaders said,
they had earlier requested the
political parties to shun agita-
tional programmes.

20 bodies
‘From Page | Col 8

Kazi 55, Falzunnesa 95 and
Safia Khatun, 14, of Bhairab'
thana.

The bodies of nine other
persons whose identities were
not known, were brought to
the district headquarters to-
day.

A namaj-e-Janaja was held
at the town Jame mosque and
later the bodies were buried

.at the central graveyard by the

district administration after
Asr prayers.

Meanwhile, a three-mem-
ber enquiry commitiee has
been formed with the addi
tional district magistrate to in-
vestigate into the ineident.
the deputy commissioner said
toclay.

Rescue operation was con-
tinuing till this afternoon.

DHAKA TUESDAY DECEMBER 6, 1994

The Midnight File

takes cautious step

LUCKNOW, Dec 5 The All India Babri -Masjid Actign

Conwnittee has announced that it had nothing te do with
offering of pravers ai Ayodhva on December 6 or chasrye
In a staternent.

day as black day

the commitiee convenor.

Zalaryab Jelari and the president, Abul Barkat Nasmi. said.
We want that Muslim brothers should offer pravers in their
respective mosques and pray for the reconstruction of the

mosgue 1 Ayodhya

reports P11

US Treasury Secy to resign

WASHINGTON

Dec 5 Treasury Secretary Lloyed Bentsenm

plans to resign early next year depriving President Clinton's
administration of ene of its most respected senior -
makers, administration offictals said Monday. The

spraking on condition of anonymity. said that Bentsen. 3"’3

wanted to return to Texas o go into business. A date has not
been decided. the officials said, reports AP.

Resienation of Oooosit
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for such an administration
would no longer exist,” the
opposition leader said. "In that

case. we would have to press
for the immediate ouster of
the BNFP government.” he
added.

A legal frame work (LFO)
will be an imperative for the
Opposition after the resigna-
tion. suggesting how to hold
the national pells under a non-
partisan government. Opposi-
tion sources notec

According to the agreement
reached by the Opposition
leaders vyesterday. the pro
posed LFO would suggest the
President to dissolve the pre
sent parliament on the advice
of the prime minister. appoint
a non-partisan prime minister
and a non-party cabinet to
conduct the next polis.

Replying to a question, a
top AL leader told The Daily
Star that intensified agitations
against the government would
compel the present prime
minister to advice the head of
sltate to disselve the Jatiya
Sangsad. 'We shall neither par-
ticipate in the general elec-
tions under the Khaleda Zia

Dhaka, Colombo
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Director ({(South Asia and
SAARC) MNG De Silva.

Briefing newsmen on the
outcome of the talks. Foreign
Secretary Osmany described it
as lruithul. He said the two for-
efign ministers, who locussed

' on the progress in implemen-
. tation of the decisions of the
last SAARC summit in Dhaka,

felt the urgency of moving the
regional cooperation in the

. context of SAARC so that the
. people in the region could be
| benefited from the collective

efforts, -

Both sides agreed to acti-
vate the South Asian Preferen-

tial Trading Arrangement
(SAPTA), Osmany told re-
porters.

The two foreign ministers
agreed that there should be
exchange of visits between pri-
vate sectors of the twe coun-
tries to boost business and
economic cooperation between
the two South Asian countries,
Osmany said.

They discussed establish-
ment of direct airlink between
Dhaka and Colombo and un-
derlined its importance in
boosting cooperation between
the two countries, he said.

Kadirgamar will further dis-
cuss the matter of airlinks
with the State Minister for
Civil Aviation and Tourism
when they meet today, he
added.

Mostafiz, greeting his

| Lankan counterpart on his visit

to Bangladesh, hoped that the
relations between the two
countries would continue to
grow stronger in days ahead.
Kadirgamar reciprocated.

The Sri Lankan Foreign
Minister invited his
Bangladesh counterpart to visit
his country.

The Lankan Foreign Minis-
ter yesterday morning visited
the national mausoleum at
Savar for paying tributes to the
the martyrs of 1971 Liberation
War.

Kadirgamar will addre:ss a
press conference at the state
guest house Padma at 6:15 pm
before leaving Dhaka for New
Dethi,

Lankan FM
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changed world and expressed
her optimism that if all its
members work unitedly, many
of the problems of the region
could be solved.

Describing the traditional
ties between Bangladesh and
Sri Lanka as very warm, his-
toric and close, she hoped this
relationship would further
sirengthen in the years to
come with the expansion of
bilateral trade and econommic
cooperation.

The Prime Minister con-
veyed her invitatton to Sri
Lankan President Chandrika lo
visit Bangladesh.

Begum Zia said she would
pay an official visit to Colombo
soon and added she was look-
ing forward to meefing the Sri
Lankan President.

Principal Secretary to the
Prime Minister ANM Eusuf,
Foreign Secretary MR Osmani,
Bangladesh Ambassador to Sri
Lanka Shamsher Mobin
Chowdhury and Lankan Ambss-
sador In Dhaka CR Jatasinghe
were firesent.

- sithon

afdnsinistration. nor allow ATy
one to take part i the pﬂlh
uiider the BNFP government.®
the Al Leader said and clajmed
that in such a situation Begum
Zia would be left with no op-
tion but to request the Presi-
dent to dissoive Parllament.

The outline of the LFO
would be finalised immediately
before the resignations were
submitted to the Speaker.

Deputy leader of the
Abdus Samad Azad,
Salauddin Yusuf Tofael Ahmad.
Mohammad Nasim. Suranjit
Senghupta Begum Matia Chow-
dhury, Rahmat Ali, S8 Halder,
‘%hfihh Harunor Rashid and

KM Jahangir of Awami
Barrister Moudud Ahmtd
Anwar Hossain Manju and Adv.
Fazle Rabbi of Jatiya Party.
Maulana Matiur Rahman
Nizami. Maulana Abdus Sobhan
and Sheikh Ansar Al of Jam-
aat-e-lslami attended yester
day's meeting,

Rehana murder
case transferred
to judge court

By Court Correspondent

The sensational Rehana
murder case was transferred
to the Dhaka District and Ses-
sions Judge Court from the
Dhaka Magistracy yesterday.

Rehana Begum Chowdhury
—- wife of now suspended Ma-
jor in the Bangladesh Army,
Abdul Halim — was murdered
al his official residence at Sha-
heed Mainul Hossain Road,
Dhaka Cantonment, on August
o 43 8
. Abdul Halim was indicted
for the murder and sent to the
Dhaka Central Jail after police
investigation.

The Additional District and
Sessions Judge, Zinat Ara, who
has accepted the case ordered
that accused Abdul Halim be
produced before her on Jan-
uary 15, 1995.

The prosecution, mean-
while, named 28 witnesses for
the trial. The witnesses in-
clude Lt. Col. Ahmadul Hugq,
Major Mohammad Ali Mor-
shed. Major S M Mostafizur
Rahman and Captain Syed Mo-
hammad Yusuf Igbal.

Democracy Day
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Opposition and Awami League
chief Sheikh Hasina yesterday
gave separate messages high-
lighting the significance of the
Daay. '

The city BNF will hold a
public meeting at the
"Democracy Square' at Fulbaria
at 3 pm. Begum Zia is sched-
uled to address the meeti
as the chief guest while
Secretary General and LGRD
Minister Abdus Salam
Talukder will be special guest.
City BNP chief and Food Minis-
ter Mir Shawkat Ali will chair
the meeting.

The Awami League will hold
a public meeting at Banga-
bandhu Avenue at 2 in the
afternoon. Sheikh Hasina will
preside over the meeting
which will also be addressed
by party central leaders.

Jatiya party’s public meet-
ing is scheduled to be held at
Mahakhali level ¢ at 3
pm. Acting chief of the party
Mizanur Rahman Choudhury
and other central leaders are
likely to address.

The rally of Jamaat will be
held at the north gate of Baitul
Mokarram at 3 pm. Ameer of
the Party Golam Azam will ad-
dress it as chief guest while
party Secretary General
Matiur Rahman Nizami will be
special guest ATM Azharul Is-
lam. chiefl of city Jamaal will
be tn the chair.

Power disruption
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causing them a production loés
of 549 per cent of the tnt‘
wage bill.

Power failure causes the
most damage to the steel (MS
rod] sector which is followed
by the garments, textiles,
printing and other sectors.

Considering this situation,
the DCCI strongly recommend
doubling the present power
generation and supply
of the country. Taking
measures nst systems loss,
providing priority to the indus-
tries for regular and uninter-
rupted power supply at rea-
sonable rate and improving the
quality of power,




